Trindade Island.

In October, 1957, about the time the Atlas missile tests were beginning,
Brazilian Captain Carlos Alberto Ferreira Bacellar was ordered to refurbish
some old military structures on Brazil's Trindade Island, a barren volcanic
place hundreds of miles southwest of the '"missile target island,' Ascension.
The activity at Trindade had nothing to do with missiles or anything that
obvious. The Brazilians wanted to collect weather data and conduct studies
of the sea floor for the International Geophysical Year.

By November Trindade had a complete oceanographic and meteorological
station with Captain Bacellar as Commander. Daily weather ballocn launches
were made to determine atmospheric conditions.

There may have been considerable UFO activity up north at Fernando Noron-
ha but at Trindade nothing of the sort was taking place. Grantec the IGY
station had nothing to do with missile tests but the timing of the station's
construction had to be too much of a coincidence to anvone interested in the
U.S. Air Force's Atlas rocket. How would the UFOs know about the IGY? A
rumor did make the rounds that a UFO had landed on Trindade and then had
taken off when approached, but that was supposed to have happened before
Captain Bacellar had arrived to take command, so it was not taken seriously.
(3.)

A news story on December 4, 1957 in the Rio paper Tribuna da I-prensa
seems to confirm, indirectly, the UFO activity at Fernando Noronfz. For no
apparent compelling reason it was revealed that the Brazilian Navy kept
voluminous classified files on UFOs. Moreover, said the article, the Navy
of Brazil: '"...acts in agreement with the U.S. Navy.'" (4.)

A month after the Trindade IGY post began operations something odd happen-
ed during a routine weather balloon launch. The radio signal being emitted
by the instruments carried aloft by the balloon changed frequency without
warning. A strange ovoid object was seen hovering near the balloon. There
was no direct connection between the two events but it was enough to prompt
Captain Bacellar to radio Rio for instructions. (5.)

About a week later on December 5, 1957, another incident occurred. A la-
borer submitted a written report to Captain Bacellar that said a Moon-size
silver object, round in shape, had crossed over the island at 6,000 feet at
8 a.m. The worker had no special qualifications so the sighting was ignor-
ed. (6.)

Three weeks later, on December 31st, a report identical to the worker's
made early in the month was submitted to Captain Bacellar. Even the time
was a good match: 7:50 a.m. This time, however, there was more than one
witness. A sailor, five workers, and the island's doctor (Lt. Inacio Car-
los Moreira), signed the report form. Captain Bacellar became concerned.
He noted that the men under his command were uneasy. He wrote up a special
confidential report for the Brazilian Navy's High Command that detailed the
"'strange occurrences' at Trindade Island. (7.)

It was necessary to give something of an introduction to the year 1958 by
mentioning the Atlas missile tests and 1957 UFO reports from Trindade and
the tracking station at Fernando Noronha. We can now better understand the
situation that developed on Trindade, and within the Brazilian Navy.

1 January. Trindade Island. (7:50 a.m.)

We know now why many people on Trindade were scanning the moir
New Years Day instead of sleeping in. Those on watch were rewa:
a.m. when:




'"...a bright point of light flashed over the sea at very high speed.
It described a 90 degree trajectory in the sky before vanishing into
the horizon. In the middle of this trajectory, it glowed brightly
for a few seconds--like a mirror reflecting the sun. The whole gar-
rison, including Commander Bacellar, saw the object. At that hour a
number of sea-gulls were flying around." (8.)

Captain Bacellar tried to calm his men, suggesting that the object was just:
'"...a sea-gull projected against the sky, making difficult any steroscopic es-
timation .'" (9.) This lame explanation, worthy of a Dr. Menzel, didn't go
down well with everyone else. The workers and sailors noted that the thing was
very similar to the UFO seen the day before, and the time of its appearance was
just about the same. At the very least, however, they could now boast they had
seen the world's fastest sea-gull! The fact that the object was observed for
only a few seconds helped alleviate anxiety. The military personnel must have
felt vulnerable. They had no weapons and were stuck in the middle of the ocean
far from any assistance. (10.)

2 January. Off the coast of the State of Espirito Santo, Brazil. (no time)

About 300 miles off the Brazilian mainland and some 400 miles from Trindade
the Brazilian tow ship Triunfo was visited by a UFO on January 2nd. For ten
minutes the UFO circled the tow ship, apparently looking it over real good.

The Triunfo crew described the UFO as a: "...round object which was encircled
by a weird orange glow." (11.) Furthermore, the UFO: "...manuvered at high
speed with sudden changes of course and right-angle turns. At times it briefly
hovered motionless, sometimes close to the ship.'" (12.) Why the interest in
the tow ship? Was it because it resembled an American Tracking ship?

Meanwhile, back in the U.S.A.
A UFO television s show takes shape.

Before Christmas Donald Keyhoe had received a phone call from a Mr. Irve
Tunick who represented 'Talent Associates,' a production company planning a
television program about the UFO mystery. These people were probably the
same ones that visited the offices of BLUE BOOK back on December S5th.

Mr. Tunick wanted Keyhoe on the proposed UFO program. Keyhoe agreed to
appear. That taken care of, a pleased Tunick told the NICAP director his
production company had already lined up ex-BLUE BOOK chief E.J. Ruppelt and
airline Captain C.S. Chiles (Who had a UFO encounter in the night sky over
Alabama on July 24, 1948.) Tunick also mentioned he was thinking of asking
Dr. Donald Menzel, a notorious UFO skeptic, to provide some anti-UFO views.
The mention of Menzel didn't bother Keyhoe. The Harvard professor and his
theories were no challenge. What Keyhoe really wanted to know was if the
Air Force was willing to take part. Tunick said he was working on that an-
gle and he would get back to Keyhoe as soon as he knew one way or another.

When Keyhoe hung up, he thought about the Air Force. He doubted the
military would agree to be on the same program with him. He could think of
plenty of tough questions, perhaps too tough for any PIO officer.

After the holidays Tuiiick phoned Keyhoe again. Tunick had some interest-
ing news. The Air Force had agrced to send representatives to take part.
Keyhoe considered this development a unique opportunity but he did not know
it would test his determination. (13.)



3 January. Capt. Gregory formalizes his acceptance of the Levelland ex-
planation. (See Air Force BLUE BOOK document page 9) (17.)

3/8 January. Benn film still a problem.

In two communications to ATIC, dated the 3rd and the 8th of January, Lt.
Col. Max O. Mitchell, Chief, Western Office, ATIC, explained, in brief, the
circumstances of the filming (omitting, however, such details as the local
OIS office calling the film the "best ever seen' which would get everyone
out West in hot water). (18.) The second message urged that the Benn film
be returned to its owner ASAP since that was the promise made at the time
it was accepted by local Air Force authorities.

It would take weeks to clear up the mess. In the meantime, the 'best UFO
movies ever seen' encouraged UFO buffs.

3 January. Near Diamond Head, Hawaii. (about 4:00 p.m.)

Inspired by the Benn film? Both APRO and NICAP asked to see the film but
nether organization received an answer to their requests. (Sec clipping)

6 January. Trindade Island.
Silvery object steals instruments?

The next reported incident leaves little doubt that the UFOs wanted to know
what was happening on Trindade. On January 6th a weather balloon was reledsed
and was tracked by the island's meteorological persomnel. The story on the in-
cident reads:

'"The sky was blue and clear with no haze, and there was only a
solitary cumulus cloud almost overhead. Commander Bacellar was
inside the radio cabin tracking the balloon's slow ascent by the
signals emitted from its radiosonde. Suddenly the signals gradual-
ly began to diminish in intensity, fading away as if the trans-
mitter was moving outside the ground station's antenna's range.
There was no change of frequency; in fact, the signal's fre-
quency didn't change even when the instruments were supposed to
be automatically dropped by parachute--the balloon's transmitter
became silent. Commander Bacellar went outside to investigate.
Everything appeared normal--the balloon was high in the sky and
still climbing, slowly approaching the cumulus cloud overhead at
fourteen thousand feet, the height at which the balloon's instru-
ments were to be jettisoned.

""Then a strange thing happened-:the balloon appeared to be sucked
suddenly toward the cloud, entered it and was lost to sight. The
balloon reappeared ten minutes later and resumed its ascent, more
rapidly now, for it was without instruments. The balloon had gonc
into the cloud with its full instrument load and had reappeared
without it. The instruments were never found; observers did not
see them come down. But soon after the balloon reappeared another
object left the cloud. A silvery object, the color of polished
aluminum, came slowly from behind the cloud, moving in a southwest-
to-cast direction. Bacellar watched the object through a theodo-
lite; it appeared to have the shape of a half-moon, and it altered
1ts course finally, moving from cast to west." (19.)



7 January. Derbyshire, England. (no time)

perhaps we should dismiss anything appearing in a magazine called Psychic
News, however this information came from a letter-writer and not someonc on
Staff. What is interesting is that something seems to be taking place during
the back and forth movement of the '"baby' objects, in this account indicated
by a change in color intensity. If the woman was making this up, why include
such a detail? A Mrs. Vera Westmoreland wrote:

"The first saucer flew towards me, slowing down, changing its hue
from brilliance to greenish, illumination; I could see the whirling
offect. The second one did the same, but changed colour several
times as if signalling. Each one rose in speed and whisked out of
sight.

"poking toward the direction they had come from I saw a huge

. spaceship, oval in shape and brightly 1it throughout. Five saucers
were moving in and out. Those moving towards it were of a slightly
duller hue; those coming away were vivid.

"For half-an-hour they stayed there..." (20.)

There have been other 'Mother/baby' reports that mention the "back and
forth" movement, certainly a very puzzling maneuver. For example, there was a
similar sighting of a 'Mother UFO" and a bunch of little ones near Tacoma,
Washington, on July 7, 1947, witnessed by two policemen in a patrol car. The
"Mother" object: ''...appeared larger or closer than the others, with the
smaller saucers repeatedly making sorties to the proximity of the larger disc
and then gliding southward.' (21.)

7(?) January. Trindade Island. (almost noon)

The date of this incident is approximate. As for the details, APRO's investi-

gator Dr. Fontes claimed the source was a very reliable military person:

""...the UAO appeared very low over the island. It flashed toward
the Meterological Post at terrific speed, slowed down abruptly, and
hovered for a few seconds over it. Then it started to move again,
described several circles around the island, hovered briefly above
the 'Descjado" peak, moved again on a "zig-zag" course and was gone
into the horizon at tremendous speed. When last sighted, it was
flying in a Northwesterly direction. This UAO was a weird object. It
appeared to be made of polished aluminum (or similar metal), and
was shaped like a flattened spheroid with a large ring circling its
equator. The spheriod body did not rotate, but the ring appeared
to be spinning at fantastic speed. The object made no sound as it
flew through the sky. In spite of the fact that it had been sight-
ed almost at noon, on a clear sunny day, against a cloudless sky---
this UAO was surrounded by a bright greenish glow, which almost
disappeared when the object was hovering, to become brighter when
it started to move.

"A number of people at different spots on the island witnessed the
the sighting. The witnesses were scared and spread alamm and con-
fusion through the garrison. Commander Bacellar, it was said, sub-
mitted the witnesses to a carcful interrogation after taking mea



sures to avoid any contact between them. All reports agreed that
the 'unknown' was a solid object about twice to three times the
size of a DC-3; that it appeared to be intelligently controlled;
and that its performance was beyond anything manufactured upon this
planet.

"The investigation also revealed another important thing: that the
UAO had been photographed by one of the witnesses, a Navy sergeant.
The man was taking pictures of the island with a box camera when he

spotted the UAO moving across the sky.

it disappeared.

He shot one picture before
The negative was immediately requested by Comman-
der Bacellar and the film developed the same day.

The picture was

good enough to show that the object photographed was the same as

described by the witnesses.

Its spherical outline as well as the

large thick ring around it could be clearly seen in the enlarge-

ments made from the

negative.

On the other hand, it seemed thar

the UAO's rapid motion had not been adequately stopped by the box
camera; the object appeared out of focus on the photo and no good

detail was observable."

8 January.

Skirmishes with the Air Force was a bit less of an effort now.

22:)

Keyhoe strengthen .

Keyhoe

acknowledged that the November 57 flap give his arguments more strength.
clippings from a Pennslyvania newspaper)
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‘Flying Saucer’ Expert to Reveal

Inside Story of

Sightings

What's behind all the talk| tronomers and other trained

on strange objects in the air
and flying saucers? Are they
actually machines from outer
space?

A man who thinks they are
will give important new de-
tails on Unidentified Flying
Objects at 8:30 p. m. Saturday
in Carnegie Music Hall

He's Major Donald E. Key-
hoe, USMC, ret., director of
the National Investigations
Committee on Aerial Phenom-
ena.

“One of the highlights of
my talk,” sald Major Key-
hoe, “will be the inside story
of what happened during the
headlined outbreak of ‘saucer
sightings’” last November
when strange flying objects
were reported by pilots,
CAA tower operators, as-

observers.” X

Major. Keyhoe, a graduate
of the U. S. Naval Academy
and a former Marine Corps
pilot, has written three books
on flying saucers and a book,
“Flying With Lindbergh.”

Since 1949, he has made an
intensive investigation of un-
identified objects. His conclu-
sions — that saucefs are ma-
chines from outer space, far
superior to any planes or mis-
siles developed on earth—are
widely shared and respected.

Tickets at $2.50, $2.00 and
$1.50 are being sold now at
Baltz Agency in Volkwein's,
632 Liberty Avenue, and at
Gimbels' and Horne's ticket
offices. Tickets also will be
sold at Carnegie Music Hall
the night of the performance.

T e SR
Space Visitors !

Lecture Jan. 11

Major Donald E. Keyvhoe.
noted for his books on flying
saucers, will speak on “The

& Uncen s ored
Truth About
:Flying Sau
cers” at 8:30
&°p- m. Saturday.
January 11, in
-Carnegie Music
Hall.

Major Key
- hoe is director
of the National

5%

Committee on
Major Keyhoe Aerial Phenom-
ena in Washington.

The organization is non-prof-
it, created to get facts on Un
identified Flying Objects
(UFOs) and make them public.

Major Keyhoe's opinion is
that the objects are machines
from outer space.

A retired Marine Corps offi-
cer, he wrote ‘“The Flying
Saucer Conspiracy.”

(See
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15 January. The revised script.

A second draft of the Armstrong Circle Theater UFO show was circulated for
approval on January 15th. Keyhoe expected only minor editing but when he ex-
amined the text he was shocked by the big cuts made in his presentation. Key-
hoe confronted Tunick. Tunick complained that Keyhoe's material exceeded
seven minutes, the NICAP director's allotted time. Keyhoe, an experienced
public speaker, doubted that judgement. Keyhoe threaten to quit the show un-
less the main points, at least, were put back into the script. There was
only a week to go before the UFO program aired so that put Tunick on the
spot. Tunick appeared to give in to Keyhoe by asking the NICAP director to
phone in the wanted script changes Sunday night, just three days before the
show and just hours before the first rehearsal. Rehearsals were to begin
Monday morning in New York (That meant Keyhoe would have to make the trip to
CBS before confirming the desired changes in the script) (27:)

fMese were the days when TV shows were live. There were no pre-recorded
programs. If a mistake was made, you had to grin and bear it. The Air Force
was very concerned about this, demandingthat everyone use an approved script.
Initially, Keyhoe had no great problem with this restriction. The NICAP di-
rector's main worry was the time limitation. How could he cram everything he
wanted into the few minutes he was allowed? However, a new and even more
disturbing problem was asserting itself. The military insisted on veto pow-
er over anything someone else on the show might say. Keyhoe gave into the
demand since it was conceivable the military might have legitimate security
concerns, but nothing he had to present, he was sure, contained a military
secret. (28.) There was big trouble ahead.

16 January. Espirito Santo coast, Brazil. (2:30 a.m.)
APRO's UFO investigator Dr. Fontes obtained the following report:

"The sighting had been witnessed by a physician, Dr. Ezio Azevedo Fun-
dao (Director, Surgery Service, Pedro Ernesto Hospital, Rio de Janeiro),
eiro), his father, wife, and two sisters. Dr. Fundao has a summer
house on the Beach Coast (Villa Velha), Espirito Santo, half an
hour out from Vitoria (the State capital). That night, the doc-
tor's car was parked on a small road beside the house, and was hit
and practically destroyed by a truck. The whole family was awaken-
ed by the crash and went outside to sce what had happened.

"When everything was normal again, at 2:30 a.m., one of the doc-
tor's sisters called the attention of the others to a bright object
that hovered over the Rocky Islands, at a distance of about 2400
feet from the observers and about 600 feet above the ground. It
finally disappeared when it was covered by thick, low-flying
clouds that moved across the sky.

That object's shape was exactly the same as the UAO to be photo-
graphed over the Island of Trindade less than twelve hours later.
Its spherical body appeared to translucent, with a silvery light.
The ring looked like aluminum shining in sunlight. The UAO's size-
was, according to the obscrvers, like that of a 'Convair' planc.

A beam of light was emitted from its bottom projecting toward the
the sea below. This scarchlight was steady and moved from one side
to another.
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""The object was too bright to be a lighted balloon. As the night
was clear, its outlines were sharply defined against the sky. It
was obviously a craft of some sort. It couldn't be an airplane be-
cause airplanes don't hover in one spot, and it was not almospheric
phenomena. The observers heard no sound and they were away from
all city noises." (29.)

Reporter Joao Martins, who interviewed Dr. Fundao for the magazine O Cru-
zeiro, noted that the Brazilian tow ship Tridente (not to be confused with
the tow ship Triunfo) was only two miles Trom where the UFO was spotted, in
fact the ship's Captain sighted the object as it hovered over Rocky Islands.
(Perhaps the UFO was checking out the Tridente as was the case with the tow
ship Triunfo?) Martins also wondered if there was any connection with the
UFO's appearance and reported power problems at the Barra Lighthouse which is
located near the Rocky Islands. (30.)

lo January. Trindade Island. (12:15 p.m.)
"OLHA O DISCO!"

Commander Bacellar must have felt some relief as he made himself comfort-
able in his cabin aboard the Almirante Saldanha as the ship prepared to leave
Trindade Island. Bacellar was returning to the mainland so one had to assume
the man's UFO problems were over. At that moment a motor launch was being
lowered to take some people ashore before the ship weighed anchor.

The Almirante Saldanha had spent several quiet days at Trindade. The crew
of 300 were of various service ranks but there were some civilians aboard
that were guests of the Brzilian Navy. It seems that in connection with the
International Geophysical Year (A world-wide scientific effort) Brazilian di-
vers investigated the shallow waters surrounding Trindade and some members of
the Icarai Submarine Explorers Club had been invited to observe and photo-
graph the activities. The club members, all of civilian status, were: Almiro
Barauna, an expert underwater photographer; Teobaldo Vigas, a retired Brazilian
Air Force Captain who now was the Director for Civilian Pilot Training at the
city of Niteroi Aero Club; Vieira Filho, a lawyer; Mauro Andrade, an employee
of the of the London Bank of South America; and Aloisio (rest of name unknown),
a municipal employee that worked in the Federal District.

At 12:15 p.m. Almiro Barauna was roaming the ship with his camera, a Rollei-
flex Model E with an £/2.8 lens. The camera was set at f/8 and 1/125 seconds.

The ocean was restless, nudging the Almirante Saldanha and making the vessel
tilt. Barauna was upset with himself because he had Tailed to take a seasick-
ness pill. The weather consisted of a bright overcast sky.

The launch being lower caught Barauna's eye. lle figured it would be a good
photo opportunity so he positioned himself on the poop deck to get a clear
shot. As he was watching the launch being lowered slowly to the water, Barauna
was surprised when the winch abruptly stopped. The launch was left suspended
in midair. (31.)

Below deck there was great alarm. There was a general loss of power. Radio
transmitters and any apparatus with a magnetic needle ceased to function and
stayed that way for the next half minute. Barauna heard about this, apparent -
ly, because later, when the Brazilian Navy gave him pemmission to tell his
story, he remarked: "They made only one restriction, which I cannot mention for
the reason that I have given my word.' (32.)
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Vieira Filho, president of the Icarai Club, was the first to spot something
| in the skv. Although the deck swarmed with Navy men, it could be that
\1ho was the first due to the simple fact that as a civilian he had no offic-
{al duties to perform.

Filho's eves picked up a dark speck just above the horizon that kept grow-
ing in size. Intially Filho thought he was looking at a big sea-gull flying
foward him but it quickly became apparent something was approaching that was
juite strange. Capt. Viejas also spotted the object and he yelled to fellow
¢ lub member Barauna standing 60 feet away. Capt. Viejas cried out: "OLHA O
BISCO!"  (SAUCER HO!) (33.)

Capt. Viegas said later: "The first view was that of a disc shining with a
phosphorescent glow, which--even in daylight--appeared to be brighter than the
woon." (34.) Moreover, he said the thing appeared to be a:

.. .flattened sphere encircled at the equator by a large ring or
platform. It made no noise, although with the shouting of the
people on deck and the noise of the sea, I cannot be certain. It
had a metallic look of an ash [grey] color, and had like a conden-
sation of a green vapor around the perimeter, particularly in the
advancing edge. It's motion was undulating, like the flight of a
Bat. " (35:)

Barauna was quoted as saying almost the exact same thing: "It showed a dark

ﬁrey color, appearing to be surrounded--mostly in the area ahead of it--by a
ind of condensation of a greenish, phosphorescent vapor (or mist)." (36.)

Both Amilar Vieira and Captain Viegas directed Barauna's attention to the
strange object approaching out of the northwest, the thing flying about 300
feet above the sea. Lt. Homero Ribeiro, the ship's dentist, noticed that Barauna
had a camera so he rushed toward the Icarai Club photographer trying to get his
attention. The officer ran into a cable strung across the deck and was nearly
knocked flat on his back.

Barauna: ''Besides myself, there were at least four other persons with cameras
at the time of the sighting. But apparently they were not ablc to spot the ob-
ject in time or were paralyzed by their own emotions." (37.) Indeed, a photo-
grapher for a Brazilian newspaper on deck at the time was absolutely no help at
all. He just stood there, frozen, and wet his pants! May he always remain an-
onymous. (38.)

The UFO kept approaching at high speed. Barauna said that it appeared to
glitter and then fade. It was definitely some sort of solid object. The UFO's
course was taking it directly over the island.

Recovering from his initial surprise, Barauna started taking pictures when
the object was clearly silhouetted against a cloud bank. (39.)

Capt. Viegas, the Brazilian Air Force veteran, estimated the object's speed
as 700 miles per hour. (40.)

The CO of the Trindade Oceanographic Post who had been plagued by ''strange
occurrences' and was now leaving, Capt. Bacellar, later told the press: "I was
somewhere inside the ship and was alerted by the shouts, and ran outside to see
what was happening. Yet I didn't see the object, but all the people I found on
deck told me that they had really sighted a flying saucer." (41.)

Barauna: "I cannot estimate the number of persons on the ship's deck at the
moment of the sighting. However, during the official investigation ordered by
Com. Saldanha da Gama, about one hundred members from the ship's crew confirmed
that they had sighted the UAO." (42.)
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