Trindade Island.

In October, 1957, about the time the Atlas missile tests were beginning,
Brazilian Captain Carlos Alberto Ferreira Bacellar was ordered to refurbish
some old military structures on Brazil's Trindade Island, a barren volcanic
place hundreds of miles southwest of the '"missile target island,' Ascension.
The activity at Trindade had nothing to do with missiles or anything that
obvious. The Brazilians wanted to collect weather data and conduct studies
of the sea floor for the International Geophysical Year.

By November Trindade had a complete oceanographic and meteorological
station with Captain Bacellar as Commander. Daily weather ballocn launches
were made to determine atmospheric conditions.

There may have been considerable UFO activity up north at Fernando Noron-
ha but at Trindade nothing of the sort was taking place. Grantec the IGY
station had nothing to do with missile tests but the timing of the station's
construction had to be too much of a coincidence to anvone interested in the
U.S. Air Force's Atlas rocket. How would the UFOs know about the IGY? A
rumor did make the rounds that a UFO had landed on Trindade and then had
taken off when approached, but that was supposed to have happened before
Captain Bacellar had arrived to take command, so it was not taken seriously.
(3.)

A news story on December 4, 1957 in the Rio paper Tribuna da I-prensa
seems to confirm, indirectly, the UFO activity at Fernando Noronfz. For no
apparent compelling reason it was revealed that the Brazilian Navy kept
voluminous classified files on UFOs. Moreover, said the article, the Navy
of Brazil: '"...acts in agreement with the U.S. Navy.'" (4.)

A month after the Trindade IGY post began operations something odd happen-
ed during a routine weather balloon launch. The radio signal being emitted
by the instruments carried aloft by the balloon changed frequency without
warning. A strange ovoid object was seen hovering near the balloon. There
was no direct connection between the two events but it was enough to prompt
Captain Bacellar to radio Rio for instructions. (5.)

About a week later on December 5, 1957, another incident occurred. A la-
borer submitted a written report to Captain Bacellar that said a Moon-size
silver object, round in shape, had crossed over the island at 6,000 feet at
8 a.m. The worker had no special qualifications so the sighting was ignor-
ed. (6.)

Three weeks later, on December 31st, a report identical to the worker's
made early in the month was submitted to Captain Bacellar. Even the time
was a good match: 7:50 a.m. This time, however, there was more than one
witness. A sailor, five workers, and the island's doctor (Lt. Inacio Car-
los Moreira), signed the report form. Captain Bacellar became concerned.
He noted that the men under his command were uneasy. He wrote up a special
confidential report for the Brazilian Navy's High Command that detailed the
"'strange occurrences' at Trindade Island. (7.)

It was necessary to give something of an introduction to the year 1958 by
mentioning the Atlas missile tests and 1957 UFO reports from Trindade and
the tracking station at Fernando Noronha. We can now better understand the
situation that developed on Trindade, and within the Brazilian Navy.

1 January. Trindade Island. (7:50 a.m.)

We know now why many people on Trindade were scanning the moir
New Years Day instead of sleeping in. Those on watch were rewa:
a.m. when:




'"...a bright point of light flashed over the sea at very high speed.
It described a 90 degree trajectory in the sky before vanishing into
the horizon. In the middle of this trajectory, it glowed brightly
for a few seconds--like a mirror reflecting the sun. The whole gar-
rison, including Commander Bacellar, saw the object. At that hour a
number of sea-gulls were flying around." (8.)

Captain Bacellar tried to calm his men, suggesting that the object was just:
'"...a sea-gull projected against the sky, making difficult any steroscopic es-
timation .'" (9.) This lame explanation, worthy of a Dr. Menzel, didn't go
down well with everyone else. The workers and sailors noted that the thing was
very similar to the UFO seen the day before, and the time of its appearance was
just about the same. At the very least, however, they could now boast they had
seen the world's fastest sea-gull! The fact that the object was observed for
only a few seconds helped alleviate anxiety. The military personnel must have
felt vulnerable. They had no weapons and were stuck in the middle of the ocean
far from any assistance. (10.)

2 January. Off the coast of the State of Espirito Santo, Brazil. (no time)

About 300 miles off the Brazilian mainland and some 400 miles from Trindade
the Brazilian tow ship Triunfo was visited by a UFO on January 2nd. For ten
minutes the UFO circled the tow ship, apparently looking it over real good.

The Triunfo crew described the UFO as a: "...round object which was encircled
by a weird orange glow." (11.) Furthermore, the UFO: "...manuvered at high
speed with sudden changes of course and right-angle turns. At times it briefly
hovered motionless, sometimes close to the ship.'" (12.) Why the interest in
the tow ship? Was it because it resembled an American Tracking ship?

Meanwhile, back in the U.S.A.
A UFO television s show takes shape.

Before Christmas Donald Keyhoe had received a phone call from a Mr. Irve
Tunick who represented 'Talent Associates,' a production company planning a
television program about the UFO mystery. These people were probably the
same ones that visited the offices of BLUE BOOK back on December S5th.

Mr. Tunick wanted Keyhoe on the proposed UFO program. Keyhoe agreed to
appear. That taken care of, a pleased Tunick told the NICAP director his
production company had already lined up ex-BLUE BOOK chief E.J. Ruppelt and
airline Captain C.S. Chiles (Who had a UFO encounter in the night sky over
Alabama on July 24, 1948.) Tunick also mentioned he was thinking of asking
Dr. Donald Menzel, a notorious UFO skeptic, to provide some anti-UFO views.
The mention of Menzel didn't bother Keyhoe. The Harvard professor and his
theories were no challenge. What Keyhoe really wanted to know was if the
Air Force was willing to take part. Tunick said he was working on that an-
gle and he would get back to Keyhoe as soon as he knew one way or another.

When Keyhoe hung up, he thought about the Air Force. He doubted the
military would agree to be on the same program with him. He could think of
plenty of tough questions, perhaps too tough for any PIO officer.

After the holidays Tuiiick phoned Keyhoe again. Tunick had some interest-
ing news. The Air Force had agrced to send representatives to take part.
Keyhoe considered this development a unique opportunity but he did not know
it would test his determination. (13.)



3 January. Capt. Gregory formalizes his acceptance of the Levelland ex-
planation. (See Air Force BLUE BOOK document page 9) (17.)

3/8 January. Benn film still a problem.

In two communications to ATIC, dated the 3rd and the 8th of January, Lt.
Col. Max O. Mitchell, Chief, Western Office, ATIC, explained, in brief, the
circumstances of the filming (omitting, however, such details as the local
OIS office calling the film the "best ever seen' which would get everyone
out West in hot water). (18.) The second message urged that the Benn film
be returned to its owner ASAP since that was the promise made at the time
it was accepted by local Air Force authorities.

It would take weeks to clear up the mess. In the meantime, the 'best UFO
movies ever seen' encouraged UFO buffs.

3 January. Near Diamond Head, Hawaii. (about 4:00 p.m.)

Inspired by the Benn film? Both APRO and NICAP asked to see the film but
nether organization received an answer to their requests. (Sec clipping)

6 January. Trindade Island.
Silvery object steals instruments?

The next reported incident leaves little doubt that the UFOs wanted to know
what was happening on Trindade. On January 6th a weather balloon was reledsed
and was tracked by the island's meteorological persomnel. The story on the in-
cident reads:

'"The sky was blue and clear with no haze, and there was only a
solitary cumulus cloud almost overhead. Commander Bacellar was
inside the radio cabin tracking the balloon's slow ascent by the
signals emitted from its radiosonde. Suddenly the signals gradual-
ly began to diminish in intensity, fading away as if the trans-
mitter was moving outside the ground station's antenna's range.
There was no change of frequency; in fact, the signal's fre-
quency didn't change even when the instruments were supposed to
be automatically dropped by parachute--the balloon's transmitter
became silent. Commander Bacellar went outside to investigate.
Everything appeared normal--the balloon was high in the sky and
still climbing, slowly approaching the cumulus cloud overhead at
fourteen thousand feet, the height at which the balloon's instru-
ments were to be jettisoned.

""Then a strange thing happened-:the balloon appeared to be sucked
suddenly toward the cloud, entered it and was lost to sight. The
balloon reappeared ten minutes later and resumed its ascent, more
rapidly now, for it was without instruments. The balloon had gonc
into the cloud with its full instrument load and had reappeared
without it. The instruments were never found; observers did not
see them come down. But soon after the balloon reappeared another
object left the cloud. A silvery object, the color of polished
aluminum, came slowly from behind the cloud, moving in a southwest-
to-cast direction. Bacellar watched the object through a theodo-
lite; it appeared to have the shape of a half-moon, and it altered
1ts course finally, moving from cast to west." (19.)



7 January. Derbyshire, England. (no time)

perhaps we should dismiss anything appearing in a magazine called Psychic
News, however this information came from a letter-writer and not someonc on
Staff. What is interesting is that something seems to be taking place during
the back and forth movement of the '"baby' objects, in this account indicated
by a change in color intensity. If the woman was making this up, why include
such a detail? A Mrs. Vera Westmoreland wrote:

"The first saucer flew towards me, slowing down, changing its hue
from brilliance to greenish, illumination; I could see the whirling
offect. The second one did the same, but changed colour several
times as if signalling. Each one rose in speed and whisked out of
sight.

"poking toward the direction they had come from I saw a huge

. spaceship, oval in shape and brightly 1it throughout. Five saucers
were moving in and out. Those moving towards it were of a slightly
duller hue; those coming away were vivid.

"For half-an-hour they stayed there..." (20.)

There have been other 'Mother/baby' reports that mention the "back and
forth" movement, certainly a very puzzling maneuver. For example, there was a
similar sighting of a 'Mother UFO" and a bunch of little ones near Tacoma,
Washington, on July 7, 1947, witnessed by two policemen in a patrol car. The
"Mother" object: ''...appeared larger or closer than the others, with the
smaller saucers repeatedly making sorties to the proximity of the larger disc
and then gliding southward.' (21.)

7(?) January. Trindade Island. (almost noon)

The date of this incident is approximate. As for the details, APRO's investi-

gator Dr. Fontes claimed the source was a very reliable military person:

""...the UAO appeared very low over the island. It flashed toward
the Meterological Post at terrific speed, slowed down abruptly, and
hovered for a few seconds over it. Then it started to move again,
described several circles around the island, hovered briefly above
the 'Descjado" peak, moved again on a "zig-zag" course and was gone
into the horizon at tremendous speed. When last sighted, it was
flying in a Northwesterly direction. This UAO was a weird object. It
appeared to be made of polished aluminum (or similar metal), and
was shaped like a flattened spheroid with a large ring circling its
equator. The spheriod body did not rotate, but the ring appeared
to be spinning at fantastic speed. The object made no sound as it
flew through the sky. In spite of the fact that it had been sight-
ed almost at noon, on a clear sunny day, against a cloudless sky---
this UAO was surrounded by a bright greenish glow, which almost
disappeared when the object was hovering, to become brighter when
it started to move.

"A number of people at different spots on the island witnessed the
the sighting. The witnesses were scared and spread alamm and con-
fusion through the garrison. Commander Bacellar, it was said, sub-
mitted the witnesses to a carcful interrogation after taking mea



sures to avoid any contact between them. All reports agreed that
the 'unknown' was a solid object about twice to three times the
size of a DC-3; that it appeared to be intelligently controlled;
and that its performance was beyond anything manufactured upon this
planet.

"The investigation also revealed another important thing: that the
UAO had been photographed by one of the witnesses, a Navy sergeant.
The man was taking pictures of the island with a box camera when he

spotted the UAO moving across the sky.

it disappeared.

He shot one picture before
The negative was immediately requested by Comman-
der Bacellar and the film developed the same day.

The picture was

good enough to show that the object photographed was the same as

described by the witnesses.

Its spherical outline as well as the

large thick ring around it could be clearly seen in the enlarge-

ments made from the

negative.

On the other hand, it seemed thar

the UAO's rapid motion had not been adequately stopped by the box
camera; the object appeared out of focus on the photo and no good

detail was observable."

8 January.

Skirmishes with the Air Force was a bit less of an effort now.

22:)

Keyhoe strengthen .

Keyhoe

acknowledged that the November 57 flap give his arguments more strength.
clippings from a Pennslyvania newspaper)
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‘Flying Saucer’ Expert to Reveal

Inside Story of

Sightings

What's behind all the talk| tronomers and other trained

on strange objects in the air
and flying saucers? Are they
actually machines from outer
space?

A man who thinks they are
will give important new de-
tails on Unidentified Flying
Objects at 8:30 p. m. Saturday
in Carnegie Music Hall

He's Major Donald E. Key-
hoe, USMC, ret., director of
the National Investigations
Committee on Aerial Phenom-
ena.

“One of the highlights of
my talk,” sald Major Key-
hoe, “will be the inside story
of what happened during the
headlined outbreak of ‘saucer
sightings’” last November
when strange flying objects
were reported by pilots,
CAA tower operators, as-

observers.” X

Major. Keyhoe, a graduate
of the U. S. Naval Academy
and a former Marine Corps
pilot, has written three books
on flying saucers and a book,
“Flying With Lindbergh.”

Since 1949, he has made an
intensive investigation of un-
identified objects. His conclu-
sions — that saucefs are ma-
chines from outer space, far
superior to any planes or mis-
siles developed on earth—are
widely shared and respected.

Tickets at $2.50, $2.00 and
$1.50 are being sold now at
Baltz Agency in Volkwein's,
632 Liberty Avenue, and at
Gimbels' and Horne's ticket
offices. Tickets also will be
sold at Carnegie Music Hall
the night of the performance.

T e SR
Space Visitors !

Lecture Jan. 11

Major Donald E. Keyvhoe.
noted for his books on flying
saucers, will speak on “The

& Uncen s ored
Truth About
:Flying Sau
cers” at 8:30
&°p- m. Saturday.
January 11, in
-Carnegie Music
Hall.

Major Key
- hoe is director
of the National

5%

Committee on
Major Keyhoe Aerial Phenom-
ena in Washington.

The organization is non-prof-
it, created to get facts on Un
identified Flying Objects
(UFOs) and make them public.

Major Keyhoe's opinion is
that the objects are machines
from outer space.

A retired Marine Corps offi-
cer, he wrote ‘“The Flying
Saucer Conspiracy.”

(See
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15 January. The revised script.

A second draft of the Armstrong Circle Theater UFO show was circulated for
approval on January 15th. Keyhoe expected only minor editing but when he ex-
amined the text he was shocked by the big cuts made in his presentation. Key-
hoe confronted Tunick. Tunick complained that Keyhoe's material exceeded
seven minutes, the NICAP director's allotted time. Keyhoe, an experienced
public speaker, doubted that judgement. Keyhoe threaten to quit the show un-
less the main points, at least, were put back into the script. There was
only a week to go before the UFO program aired so that put Tunick on the
spot. Tunick appeared to give in to Keyhoe by asking the NICAP director to
phone in the wanted script changes Sunday night, just three days before the
show and just hours before the first rehearsal. Rehearsals were to begin
Monday morning in New York (That meant Keyhoe would have to make the trip to
CBS before confirming the desired changes in the script) (27:)

fMese were the days when TV shows were live. There were no pre-recorded
programs. If a mistake was made, you had to grin and bear it. The Air Force
was very concerned about this, demandingthat everyone use an approved script.
Initially, Keyhoe had no great problem with this restriction. The NICAP di-
rector's main worry was the time limitation. How could he cram everything he
wanted into the few minutes he was allowed? However, a new and even more
disturbing problem was asserting itself. The military insisted on veto pow-
er over anything someone else on the show might say. Keyhoe gave into the
demand since it was conceivable the military might have legitimate security
concerns, but nothing he had to present, he was sure, contained a military
secret. (28.) There was big trouble ahead.

16 January. Espirito Santo coast, Brazil. (2:30 a.m.)
APRO's UFO investigator Dr. Fontes obtained the following report:

"The sighting had been witnessed by a physician, Dr. Ezio Azevedo Fun-
dao (Director, Surgery Service, Pedro Ernesto Hospital, Rio de Janeiro),
eiro), his father, wife, and two sisters. Dr. Fundao has a summer
house on the Beach Coast (Villa Velha), Espirito Santo, half an
hour out from Vitoria (the State capital). That night, the doc-
tor's car was parked on a small road beside the house, and was hit
and practically destroyed by a truck. The whole family was awaken-
ed by the crash and went outside to sce what had happened.

"When everything was normal again, at 2:30 a.m., one of the doc-
tor's sisters called the attention of the others to a bright object
that hovered over the Rocky Islands, at a distance of about 2400
feet from the observers and about 600 feet above the ground. It
finally disappeared when it was covered by thick, low-flying
clouds that moved across the sky.

That object's shape was exactly the same as the UAO to be photo-
graphed over the Island of Trindade less than twelve hours later.
Its spherical body appeared to translucent, with a silvery light.
The ring looked like aluminum shining in sunlight. The UAO's size-
was, according to the obscrvers, like that of a 'Convair' planc.

A beam of light was emitted from its bottom projecting toward the
the sea below. This scarchlight was steady and moved from one side
to another.
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""The object was too bright to be a lighted balloon. As the night
was clear, its outlines were sharply defined against the sky. It
was obviously a craft of some sort. It couldn't be an airplane be-
cause airplanes don't hover in one spot, and it was not almospheric
phenomena. The observers heard no sound and they were away from
all city noises." (29.)

Reporter Joao Martins, who interviewed Dr. Fundao for the magazine O Cru-
zeiro, noted that the Brazilian tow ship Tridente (not to be confused with
the tow ship Triunfo) was only two miles Trom where the UFO was spotted, in
fact the ship's Captain sighted the object as it hovered over Rocky Islands.
(Perhaps the UFO was checking out the Tridente as was the case with the tow
ship Triunfo?) Martins also wondered if there was any connection with the
UFO's appearance and reported power problems at the Barra Lighthouse which is
located near the Rocky Islands. (30.)

lo January. Trindade Island. (12:15 p.m.)
"OLHA O DISCO!"

Commander Bacellar must have felt some relief as he made himself comfort-
able in his cabin aboard the Almirante Saldanha as the ship prepared to leave
Trindade Island. Bacellar was returning to the mainland so one had to assume
the man's UFO problems were over. At that moment a motor launch was being
lowered to take some people ashore before the ship weighed anchor.

The Almirante Saldanha had spent several quiet days at Trindade. The crew
of 300 were of various service ranks but there were some civilians aboard
that were guests of the Brzilian Navy. It seems that in connection with the
International Geophysical Year (A world-wide scientific effort) Brazilian di-
vers investigated the shallow waters surrounding Trindade and some members of
the Icarai Submarine Explorers Club had been invited to observe and photo-
graph the activities. The club members, all of civilian status, were: Almiro
Barauna, an expert underwater photographer; Teobaldo Vigas, a retired Brazilian
Air Force Captain who now was the Director for Civilian Pilot Training at the
city of Niteroi Aero Club; Vieira Filho, a lawyer; Mauro Andrade, an employee
of the of the London Bank of South America; and Aloisio (rest of name unknown),
a municipal employee that worked in the Federal District.

At 12:15 p.m. Almiro Barauna was roaming the ship with his camera, a Rollei-
flex Model E with an £/2.8 lens. The camera was set at f/8 and 1/125 seconds.

The ocean was restless, nudging the Almirante Saldanha and making the vessel
tilt. Barauna was upset with himself because he had Tailed to take a seasick-
ness pill. The weather consisted of a bright overcast sky.

The launch being lower caught Barauna's eye. lle figured it would be a good
photo opportunity so he positioned himself on the poop deck to get a clear
shot. As he was watching the launch being lowered slowly to the water, Barauna
was surprised when the winch abruptly stopped. The launch was left suspended
in midair. (31.)

Below deck there was great alarm. There was a general loss of power. Radio
transmitters and any apparatus with a magnetic needle ceased to function and
stayed that way for the next half minute. Barauna heard about this, apparent -
ly, because later, when the Brazilian Navy gave him pemmission to tell his
story, he remarked: "They made only one restriction, which I cannot mention for
the reason that I have given my word.' (32.)
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Vieira Filho, president of the Icarai Club, was the first to spot something
| in the skv. Although the deck swarmed with Navy men, it could be that
\1ho was the first due to the simple fact that as a civilian he had no offic-
{al duties to perform.

Filho's eves picked up a dark speck just above the horizon that kept grow-
ing in size. Intially Filho thought he was looking at a big sea-gull flying
foward him but it quickly became apparent something was approaching that was
juite strange. Capt. Viejas also spotted the object and he yelled to fellow
¢ lub member Barauna standing 60 feet away. Capt. Viejas cried out: "OLHA O
BISCO!"  (SAUCER HO!) (33.)

Capt. Viegas said later: "The first view was that of a disc shining with a
phosphorescent glow, which--even in daylight--appeared to be brighter than the
woon." (34.) Moreover, he said the thing appeared to be a:

.. .flattened sphere encircled at the equator by a large ring or
platform. It made no noise, although with the shouting of the
people on deck and the noise of the sea, I cannot be certain. It
had a metallic look of an ash [grey] color, and had like a conden-
sation of a green vapor around the perimeter, particularly in the
advancing edge. It's motion was undulating, like the flight of a
Bat. " (35:)

Barauna was quoted as saying almost the exact same thing: "It showed a dark

ﬁrey color, appearing to be surrounded--mostly in the area ahead of it--by a
ind of condensation of a greenish, phosphorescent vapor (or mist)." (36.)

Both Amilar Vieira and Captain Viegas directed Barauna's attention to the
strange object approaching out of the northwest, the thing flying about 300
feet above the sea. Lt. Homero Ribeiro, the ship's dentist, noticed that Barauna
had a camera so he rushed toward the Icarai Club photographer trying to get his
attention. The officer ran into a cable strung across the deck and was nearly
knocked flat on his back.

Barauna: ''Besides myself, there were at least four other persons with cameras
at the time of the sighting. But apparently they were not ablc to spot the ob-
ject in time or were paralyzed by their own emotions." (37.) Indeed, a photo-
grapher for a Brazilian newspaper on deck at the time was absolutely no help at
all. He just stood there, frozen, and wet his pants! May he always remain an-
onymous. (38.)

The UFO kept approaching at high speed. Barauna said that it appeared to
glitter and then fade. It was definitely some sort of solid object. The UFO's
course was taking it directly over the island.

Recovering from his initial surprise, Barauna started taking pictures when
the object was clearly silhouetted against a cloud bank. (39.)

Capt. Viegas, the Brazilian Air Force veteran, estimated the object's speed
as 700 miles per hour. (40.)

The CO of the Trindade Oceanographic Post who had been plagued by ''strange
occurrences' and was now leaving, Capt. Bacellar, later told the press: "I was
somewhere inside the ship and was alerted by the shouts, and ran outside to see
what was happening. Yet I didn't see the object, but all the people I found on
deck told me that they had really sighted a flying saucer." (41.)

Barauna: "I cannot estimate the number of persons on the ship's deck at the
moment of the sighting. However, during the official investigation ordered by
Com. Saldanha da Gama, about one hundred members from the ship's crew confirmed
that they had sighted the UAO." (42.)

\



Only two snapshots had been taken by Barauna before the object passed behind
Desejado Peak which is located in the center of the island. Within seconds the
object came into view again, this time headed directly east, evidently having
made a very sharp turn. On its new course, the thing seemed lower, closer, and
travelling at a higher speed (The men on board later expressed the opinion that
the UFO wanted to take a better look at the ship. One has to admit that may be
true but we have no way of knowing, so the belief held by the witnesses tells
us more about their mindset than the object's intentions.).

In spite of the jostling and general excitement (panic?) aboard the Almir-
rante Saldanha, Barauna managed three more pictures before the obiect sped out
of sight over the horizon (It was in view about 20 seconds or so.) It was said
by Barauna that the object made a brief stop during its departure. Another per-
son claimed he also detected a pause, during which the brightness of the object
dimmed, thus allowing a clearer look at its shape. (43.)

The stunned crowd of witnesses all wanted to know what Barauna had captured
on film. Barauna agreed to develope the film then and there on the ship. So
shook up was Barauna that he took almost an hour to calm down before beginning
the developing. Even then, in his excitement, he forgot to rewind the film be-
fore openning the camera. Fortunately a Brazilian Naval officers was observing
Barauna and he caught the mistake before the film was ruined. 44.)

The film was processed in a ship lavatory which had been converted into a
temporary darkroom. An enlisted man held up some curtains to keep out the
light while Capt. Viegas assisted Barauna by holding a flashlight when it was
needed. Commander Bacellar stayed outside while the whole crew waited wWiths ...
great anxiety for the results.' (45.)

Like it or not, Commander Bacellar was involved in yet another UFO incident.
He would have much to report when he met with his superiors on the mainland.

When the negatives were ready, they were passed around. Mauro Andrade con-
fimmed this. He said the negatives were: "...shown later to everyone aboard."
(46.) Negatives number 1,2,3 and 6, showed images of the Saturn-shaped object.
Negatives 4 and 5 were misses due to the object's acceleration and the bumbing
of Barauna during the confusion on deck. Since the negatives were examined
right after the object was seen, and the witnesses confirmed the likeness to
what they had observed, the chances of a hoax were nil(Tests made on 8x10 en-
largements by APRO photographic analyst John Hopf revealed something that would
have been hard to fake: '"...the outline of the object is quite sharp in the
second and third photographs where it slowed down, but slightly blurred in the
first and fourth photographs, where it was going at a higher speed and the
shutter setting was not high enough to freeze the motion." (47.)

To his surprise, Barauna was allowed to keep the negatives in his possession.
The ship's Commander, Saldanha da Gama, wasn't in a hurry. But he did suggest
that prints be made later in the presence of witnesses.

To be sure, there was concern about the UFO problem by Brazilian authorities.
The Icarai club people were not members of the military nonetheless they were
asked to keep the incident secret. Barauna was warned: ""...against any publi
city about the fact[case] before the proper permission would be granted, and
also that he would be informed as soon a: the proner authorities cecided to
authorize the publication of the photographs.' (48.)

All of the club members agreed to keep the incident secret, they gave their
word among themselves. Barauna: "I was worried for a few days after an officer
told me that I was under military regulations, as any civilian abeard a Navy
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ship, so that the film was going to be confiscated according to orders from
the Navy Headquarters at Rio. But nothing happened. Now I am convinnced that
he was joking." (49.) Two other factors also probably affected any need to
get too excited about Barauna's negatives: the Navy had plenty of eyewitnesses
to what had happened and they also had a photograph of apparently the same ob-
ject, taken by one of its own people, a Navy Sergeant. Moreover, plans were
being made to put top-of-the-line cameras on Trindade manned by military ex-
perts. The military was determined to get better pictures.

Trindade Top Secret.

While the photos were of interest to the military, the '"Top Secret'' aspect
of the Trindade case was the the lost of electrical power aboard the Almirante
Saldanha. This really shook up Brazilian authorities. Back in November the
Brazilian Fortress of Itaipu had apparently been knocked out the same way by
a UFO and the garrison never had a chance to fire a shot. Furthermore, two
sentries suffered radiation burns during the "attack' and were still in the
Army's Central Hospital in Rio. The press had not been informed of the case
and the two soldiers were being kept isolated from the other patients. The
Fortress of Itaipu guarded the coast near Santos. Inland, just a few miles,
was the metropolis of Sao Paulo. Would the millions of citizens in Sao Paulo
feel safe if they knew about the 'attack?"

18 January. Moscow calling.

An odd broadcast came from Radio Moscow's North American Service at midnight
Saturday. Russian authorities announced that a large, bright object had zoomed
over a forest in Central Asia, and a report from an unnamed city stated that an
object the "size and brightness of the moon' had passed overhead. Also, from
another unnamed city a 'bright light like an electric light bulb had appeared
from behind a cloud," whatever that implied. All this sounds like an ordinary
bolide but the newscast insisted on calling the episode(s) an "electrical
phenomenon." (50.) It stands to reason if UFOs were taking an interest in
American missiles, they should also be checking out the Russians. However, the
Communists had a passion for secrecy. The strange radio broadcast may have
been an indication of UFO activity.

19(?) January. Return to the mainland.

The Almirante Saldanha reached Brazil a few days after leaving Trindade. The
ship docked first at vitoria in the State of Espirito. The civilians, Barauna
and other members of the Icarai club were allowed to disembarked. The club
members took the bus back to Rio. Barauna still had the negatives.

The ship's crew was not permitted shore leave. The Almirant Saldanha put
out to sea and the news media would not learn of the Trindade pictures for over
a month. Barauna and his friends did their part and kept quiet. (51.)

Ruppelt cancels.

Keyhoe got a phone call from Edward Ruppelt before Monday rehearsals. The
ex-BLUE BOOK chief said he was canceling out at the last minute due to the
"pressure of business' on the West Coast. Ruppelt assured Keyhoe he was not
being forced to cancel by anyone in the military or government. Keyhoe wasn't
sure. He thought he detected some strain in Ruppelt's voice. (52.)



The Trindade case. The Brazilian investigation.

Photographer Almiro Barauna arrived at his home in Niteroi, just across the
bay from Rio, after a long bus ride from Vitoria.

The Almirante Saldanha had anchored off shore from Vitoria for two days and
then set sail down the coast until it entered Rio harbor. Commander Bacellar,
former CO of the Naval post at Trindade, left the ship when it docked and re-
ported to Brazilian Naval authorities conducting the on-going investigation
into UFO activity at Trindade Island. Meanwhile, Barauna, who still had his
UFO negatives, made a number of large prints in the darkroom at his home.

Commander Bacellar had told Barauna the Navy would want to make inquiries
and after a couple of days Barauna was officially summoned to Rio.

High Navy staff officers questioned Barauna extensively, and then borrowed
the negatives so they could be examined by the '"Cruzeiro do Sul Aerophotogram-
metric Service," which, although civilian, was the best available, in fact
some considered the equipment and technicians at the facility better than any
other in all of South America. The negatives were also checked by the Brazil-
jan Navy's Photo Reconnaissance Laboratory. Four days of tests showed no sign
of fraud.

Naval officers helped Barauna re-enact the picture-taking, using hand held
stop-watches to time his movements. In addition, testimony was obtained as to
the exact position of the Almirante Saldanha at the time of the incident and
studies were made of charts showing the geography of Trindade. The data gave
Naval experts some idea of the UFO's size and velocity. The dimensions of the
UFO were estimated to be about 120 feet long and 24 feet high. As for the speed
of the UFO, it was estimated the thing was moving about 600 mph (Retired Brazil -
ian Air Force Captain Teobaldo Viegas of the Icarai Explorers Club had guessed
700 mph.)

Barauna met with no skepticism and noticed that investigating officers kept
consulting a thick file of papers. Barauna learned that others had confirmed
his claims and that there had been other UFO sightings at Trindade. In fact,
4 similar UFO had been photographed by a Navy Sergeant the day before he got
lucky (on the 15th). (89.)

1t became known that Barauna had faked UFO photos in the past for a pur-
posely humorous magazine article entitled: "A Flying Saucer Hunted Me At Home, "'
but that did not mean Barauna was enamored with counterfeit UFO pictures. Back
in 1952 he helped debunk the widely publicized Barra da Tijuca "flying dish"
photos.  (90.) In any case, Barauna had plenty of support. In a 1983 inter-
view, when asked what he remembers most vividly, Mr. Barauna responded: 'The
way the Navy and the crew backed me." (91.)

A fake by Barauna scems impossible, but even without the pictures the in-
cident was very important.

The Brazilian Navy authorities knew Barauna made his living photographing
things of interest and writing magazine articles but they wanted him to hold
off on publishing the story and pictures until granted official approval. The
military, apparently, especially forbid Barauna to talk about the electrical
power failure aboard the Almirante Saldanha. It nust have been pure torturc
for Barauna to give his word, but he did, and he kept to it. For all he knew,
the military might never give permission. In fact, the Navy wanted to keep
things secret indefinitely. (92.) That it did not, would hardly be Barauna's
fault.




30 January. 'Pluto."

Back on November 5, 1957, in the wake of the Sputnik launches, the préss
learned that the Eisenhower Administration was considering steps to counter
the psychological triumph of Soviet science. A possible example was a hint
that was dropped on January 30, 1958, about 'Pluto,' the most secret of pro-
jects, a nuclear and ram-jet propulsion system which was to give a missile
virtually unlimited range, exceptional control, and (unnamed) so-called "uni-
que''qualities. The story out of Washington added: 'This extraordinary weapon
could explain some of the mysterious UFOs.'" (93.)

1 February. The U.S. Army's Jupiter C missile puts America's first satel-
lite in orbit.

2 February. The investigation by the Brazilian Navy ends.

We know that a '"Navy Secret Report" was completed on this date because a
classified memorandum about it was allowed to circulate among members of
Brazil's House of Representatives in April, 1958. Some suspect Rep. Sergio
Magalhaes leaked the information to the newspapers Correido Manha, the O Jornal ,
and the Jornal Do Brazil. (94.) -

The memo acknowledged that the UFO activity at Trindade had not started with
the taking of the Barauna pictures, and that credible observers had sighted some
strange things in the sky over the island on different occasions. The document
mentioned that observers noted: "...the high speed, controlled maneuvers, and
extreme mobility of the objects spotted. Their movements were not continuous
like those of an airplane --but abrupt and rapid, with sudden changes of course

and speed, and right-angle turns.'" (95.) Moreover, the report concluded:
""Personal reports and photographic evidence of certain value indicate the exist-
ence of unidentified aerial object(s)." (96.)

None of these amazing admissions reached the Brazilian public at this time,
nor was their any hope they would be in the future due to the classified nature
of the report. Mixed feelings about censorship of the data in the Brazilian
military and government departments, however, would doom any secrecy.

4 February. Keyhoe writes Ruppelt.

The Armstrong Circle show demostrated how importnat Ruppelt was to Keyhoe's
plans. Indications were, however, that the ex-BLUE BOOK chief was backing off.
The uproar caused by the TV program made it hard for Ruppelt to maintain any
sort of middle position, so Keyhoe hoped for the best and asked Ruppelt to
join NICAP, to take a leading role in the fight against UFO secrecy. The odds
may have been against Ruppelt coming aboard but Keyhoe evidently felt it was
the right time to push for a commitment. Perhaps as bait, Keyhoe revealed that
he was getting another chance on network TV by being a guest on the Mike Wal-
lace show in April(The Wallace show was a big step up from the Armstrong Circle
format. Wallace's guests were genuine celebrities. An appearance on the Mike
Wallace program could legitimatize the NICAP organization. However, the show
was a no-holds-barred, one-on-one, interview and veteran newsman Wallace was
the master of confrontation journalism. Keyhoe had better be well prepared).

4 February. Word of the secret Brazilian Navy report gets around.

Claiming that UIOs might just exist was bound to attract attention within
the Brazilian military. The day after the report was officially completed, it
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20 February. Stop the presses!

The Brazilian Navy was still trying to keep the Trindade story out of the
newspapers when word reached the military on the 20th they had apparently
lost the fight. Rumors were sweeping Rio. Inquiries were being made at the
Navy Ministry and officials there bought some time by promising an official
statement "at a later date."

Brazilian radio announced that details of an amazing UFO case would be
published the next day in the Correio de Manha, along with "exclusive pic-
tures."

Commander Bacellar phoned Barauna and told him about the announcement made
concerning the Correio de Manha.  Fontes explains Bacellar's actions:

.. .the Navy, taken by surprise and worried, had made a desperate
attempt to stop the publication at the last moment --but failed...
Then they had sent him [Bacellar] to inform Barauna that he was
free from the compromise and should take the proper measures to de-
fend his own rights. Mr. Barauna told Martins that he was free to
break their contract too. But Martins decided to accept the fight.
They prepared a written contract which was signed by Barauna. They
went immediately to the office of the involved newspaper to stop
publication. Their attempt was a failure, too. It was then decid-
ed to publish the pictures in another newspaper, at the same time.

"The newspaper O Journal was contacted and it was agreed to print
the photos." (129.)

21 January. The Trindade story is a sensation.

The Barauna UFO pictures took up almost the entire front page of the Cor-
reio da Manha on the 21st. Only a small portion was given over to text.
(See page 70 for the text part). The O Jounal had a lot more to say thanks
to the help provided by Barauna and Martins. Rio's O Globo likewise had
good coverage. (See clipping) The other newspapers carried stories about
Trindade since many of the facts of the case were in circulation already.
There were errors in such news accounts but generally the mistakes were
minor.

The O Diario de Sao Paulo printed, in part, that a flying disc had been
mofficially™ seenr and photographed on January 16th. Furthermore, that 100
people on the deck of the Almirante Saldanha had witnessed the object which:
'"...provoked goosebumps in all who were aboard the ship and an officer of-
ficer became terror-stricken.' (130.)

"It has been proven --there are many certificates-- that there's
no possibility of fraud and that the photos taken at the exact
time of the sighting.

von the eve of the sighting, d.h., on January 15th, the saucer
had been detected by the ship's radar, also about noon. The men
in charge of the device thought the radar was out ¢f order and
made a thorough check to ascertain whether it was working pro-
perly.
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"According to information obtained from people belonging to the
Navy, stationed at Ilha da Trindade, later confirmed by Commander
Carlos Bacelar, this was the fourth time that the disc appeared
over the island.

"According to our own information the Navy authorities will make
no statements about the photos and the publicity the subject has
gotten has been disagreeable to the Navy.

"Rio, 20 (Meridional) --The President received today at the
Palace Rio Negro, the photos of a saucer by the Navy." (131.)

The President had seen the photos days before and Barauna, a civilian,

had taken the pictures (except for the Sergeant), otherwise the paper was
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i Fund{dnr—EDMUNDO BITTENCOURT
| * RIO DE JANEIRO, SEXTA-FEIRA, 21 DE FEVEREIRO DE 1958

Debordo do navio-escola“‘A Imirante Saldanha'“
foram colhidas as fotograflas que estampamw
«w . hoje num esforco. de reporlagent .

A Marinha de Guerra brasileira fotogra-
fou, a 16 de janeiro, um disco voador sobre a
. Num esfor¢o de reporta-
gem, o Correio da Manha estampa aqui algu-
mas das fotos colhidas na ocasizo, de bordo
do navio-escola “Almirante Saldanha”, que ali
se encontrava a servico da Diretoria de Hidro-

divisaram o disco a 6lho nu; podendo veriti-
car a existéncia néle de duas protuberancias,
uma na parte superior e outra na parte infe-
rior. Pelos calculos levantados, tomando-se
por base a distancia do navio a ilha, as dife-
rentes sequéncias fotograficas e o desloca-
miento do disco em relagao ao rochedo, con-
cluiu-se que sua velocidade seria no minimo

grafia da Marinha, em cooperagao com os.tra-
balhos do Ano Geofisico Internacional. Sao
as primeiras fotografias de um disco voador
que aparecem com chancela oficial. Foram
tiradas pelo fotografo e cinegrafista Almiro
Barauna, ligado a Marinha de Guerra. Em
todas as copias vé-se claramente o disco, que
estava como que pousado no cume da Trin-
dade, tendo-se erguido verticalmente a uma
velocidade incrivel e realizado evolugoes (-
‘rante alguns minutos. Oficiais e marinheiros

pll‘I?QdU do

de vinte mil a quarenta mil quilometros por
hora. A essa velocidade, qualquer engenho
fabricado com materiais at¢ aqui conhecidos
sofreria imediata combustao pelo atrito com o
ar, o que nao acrnteceu com o objeto foto-
grafado. E curiosv ressaltar que a Marinha
manteve absoluto sigilo sobre o caso, mesmo
agora,. parcce empenhada em manter reser-
va,» nada ‘querendo ofmﬂmonte decldrn em-
Bora-centivy v i

Almirante Sald A.:..x'.
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accurate in its reporting although by no means did the editor have the whole
story.

The Sao Paulo Folha da Manha published:

"Rio, 20 (Folhas) --Commander Pedro Moreira, from the Cabinet
of the Ministry of the Navy, has confirmed today to the press
that really the crew of the School-ship 'Almirante Saldanha' had
photographed a 'strange object' when it flew over Trindade Is-
land, while the ship was working for the IGY.

"The crew of the ship were disembarking when they saw in the sky
a strange object, developing a speed out of common. Some of the
crew were able to take photographs from several different angles
and all these photos were apprehended by order of the ship skip-
per.

"A speaker of the Navy, although confirming the veracity of the
information, kept mute about the happening. He only said that no
official statement will be made about the subject.

"our reporters found out that the author of the publicized pho-
tos was the civilian Barauna who was detached aboard a submarine
chaser. The ship 'Almirante Saldanha' is commdnded by Captain
Jose dos Santes Saldanha da Gama, who channelled the material to
the Ministry of the Navy.

"The Navy authorities told the reporters that the Navy had noth-
ing to do with the disc and that its only connection with the
fact was that a civilian reporter happened to be aboard the ship
who was normally disembarked when the ship returned to Rio de
Janeiro.

"The School-ship is at anchor off Rio de Janeiro Bay and we have
learned that the crew is forbidden to talk to reporters, accord-
ing to severe orders especially issued." (132.)

The ship was ordered to leave Rio to 'continue its IGY work,' but just be-
fore the vessel raised anchor, permission came allowing the crew to talk with
reporters. However, the permission was quickly cancelled. The ship put to
sea, leaving behind some frustrated newsmen. (133.)  Apparently there was
different opinions about the UFO subject among Brazilian authorities.

According to Rio's O Globo, a spokesman for the Navy High Staff Command
released the following statement:

"The news about a flying saucer sighted over the Island of Trin-
dade were received here with utmost rescerve. There will be an in-
vestigation to verify the authenticity of the sighting and photos.
No of ficer or sailor from the NE Alirante Saldanha witnessed the
event.' (134.)

The O Globo item is untruthful and misleading. The Navy was shook up over
the Trindade incident, had already conducted tests, and in fact many sailors
and at least one officer had seen the UFO. Add to this the fact that the
press was being denied access to the Almirante Saldanha anchored in the bay,
and one gets the impression the military wasn't too happy with developments.

Reporters were questioning rumerous authorities and preparing the quotes
for publication the next day, the 22th.  The Trindade story was a sensation.
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Sigilo Absoluto na Marinha
em Torno do "Disco-Voador”

O Chele' do Estado-Maior do Armada Diz @ O GLOBO Nao Ter Elementos Para Formar Julzo

— Nega, Por Outro Lado, o Almirante Anténio Maria de Carvalho, Que Exista Uma Comissao

Espucml Esludondo o Assunlo — Também Ouvido o Comandante do “Almirante Saldanha”, Qua
Hoje se Féz Novomenle ao Mor — Outros Delalhes

lo

( ONFIRMANDO SE, apenas, na Marinha, a noticia de que no dia 16 de janciro, de bordo do
/ “Almirante Saldanha”, que estava lw\dudo s0 largo da llha da Trindade, em operacées oceanc.
Geofisico Internaclonal, foram feitas folograllas de

graflcas ligadas & programacio cl
"Crhu do Galo”,

'ﬂurh fotos |4~ divulgpdas—~e

um estranhe ebjelo prateade sobre
dor, com

cientifica do Estado-Malor

a Armada. Provivelmente, o EM.A, nio .se pronunc

ponta montanhosa daquela liha, o falo de aue

sugerem as folos |b divulgadas, carcce de confirmagao oficial ¢

ito,

Nao Possui Elementos Para um
Pronunciamento

Falando a O GLOBO esla manhi, o Almirante
Anlonio Maria de Carvalho, chele do Estado-Maior
da Armada, declaron pcrcmptbnamn\le:

— Nin posso dizer coisa alguma. Nada ha de
concrelo, de posilivo, que me aulorize a um pro-
nunciamento. Seria prematuro e até pueril da mi-
nha parte fazer declaracio se nao disponho de ele-
menlos capazes para um juizo seguro.

Nenhuma Comissio Especial Estudando
o Assunto

Perguntamos, ainda, ao Almirante Anténio Ma-
rla ‘de Carvalho se verdade que havia uma
comlissdo s e técnica, estudando
p caso. menfe:

— Nio .hé comissao alguma com tal finall

dade.

O que existe ¢ um grupo da cientislas a
pt
ligadas a8 Ane Geofisico Internacional, moes 4 am
hu\;h hé :lru de v dos rele-

aficas,
Nada mAl- disse o chefe do EM.A,

De Nada Sabe

Ouvindo o Comandanle Teles Bardy, subohe-
fe da Casa Militar da Presidéncia da Republica, em
vista das informacgoes de que o Chefe do Govérno
teria em seu poder, para aprecia copias das
fotos do objeto que se supde disco- dor, tivemos
déle a seguinte declaragao:

+ — Nao sci de nada. Dc nada estou informado.
Diante da repcrcussio dos fatos, . é possivel que
haja fundamenlo em alguma coisa, mas, sincera-
mente, de nada sei.

Estranha a Divulgagio e T
Recusa-se a Falar

Por: Auu ver, falande a
O GLOBO, o dante do
Capltio-

)
de-Mar-e-Guerra José, Santos

Saldanha da Gama, declarou:
—, €& estranho que o fafo fe-
. Nada lunhn

autorizado a falar.
.Prolongando a conversa com
o!comandante, fizemos referén-

perguntamos se as havia aprecla-
do. Respondev-nos prontamente:

— Confesso, sincerainente, que
alnda nio - (h!nu!l a ver e
fotos.

Insistimos com o Capitio José
Santos Saldanha da Gama:

— Se o senhor nio viu o dis-
co, pelo menos fol Informado de
tudo, nio foi?

— De nada sel, de nada posso

De Novo no Mar o Nuvw
As primeiras horas de lm)c

(ée-se de nove ao mar o “Al-
mirante Saldanha”, continuando,
assim, cm sua missao cientifica
De scu bordo, em alto mar,
rin feilas importantes pesquisas
nccanograficas.




A Divulgacao Pelo
0 GLOBO

Chegando 3 nossa redacio a
informacao de que terla sido vis-
lo o folografade um disco-voa-
dor que sobrevoava a llha da
Trindade, procuramos Imediata-
mente conflrmagio do fato jun-
to ao Estado-Maior da Armada,
stendendo, sobretudo, & lmpor-
tincla de oulra informacao, cor~
relata, que dava come em anda-
mento, naquele érgio da Marl-
nha, um  relatério do comando
do navio ‘sdb os falos obser-
vados por sua tripulagao. E na
edigio de ontem divamos copla
ds situagio: o Estado-Maior da
Armada nhe confirmava nem
negava os fatos, Ignorando-se,
ainda, a existéncla de um rela-
térlo.

As Fotos no Catete

- Enquanlo apuraivamos a ve-
racidade dos falos, a nossa re-
p%rlnzem credenciada no Pala-
ib do Calele era informada de
que cépias das folos, feilas dr
bordo do “Almirante Saldan
pelo folégrafo Almiro Barauna,
haviam sido enlregues ao Pre-
sidente da Republica para apre-
clagao. Através de outra fonle
informava-se que o fologralo
Barauna havia negociado com
uma revista scmanal a divulga-
céo exclusiva das folos do dis-
co-voador,

Era a Quarta Vez
De acdrdo com Informagdes
Barauna, o déxite

quarta ver sobre a llha, Ante-
riormente, um sargento da Ma-
rinha havia felte fotos déle com
uma miquina do tipo calxao, fi-
cando mais ou menos hitida »
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Imagem do estranho objeto. De
oulras viéies nie houve fotos,
ficando spenas os

existéncia ou ds sua Inexistincla
— declarou a O GLOBO o Pro-

des moradores da llha.

0 Aparecimento do Disco

A bordo:do “Alinirante Sal-
danha”, a marujada sempre co-
menlava aparccimentos de dis-
cos-voadores pela ilha. No dia
16, precisamente as -11h 55m, o
folégrafy Baraina ouviu, vindo
da pbpa, o grilo — olha o disco!
Como eslivesse com a sua “Rol-
leiflex” preparada para documei
tar _o icamenta_do.uma. Jan:
que mavcaria o fim dos- traba-
thos a bordo c o inicio do re-
Rresso ao Rio, Barauna nao per-
deu tempo. Olhando para o la-
do que lhe indicavam ¢ divisan-
do na linha do horizonte um ob-
jeto dc brilho pratcado, assestou
a maquina ¢ disparou scg\ndn-
mente o obturador.

Mais larde, esclareceria:

— Level uns trinta scgundos
para ver o objeto. Seu' brilho
deu-me a impressio de para-
brisa de automével conlra o sol.
Quando pereebl que éle eslava
em deslaque, contra nuvens, ba-
Li as trés primeiras chapas, Nes-
s¢ instanle, dceslocando-se em
sentido horizonlal ¢ em alta ve-

locidade, o disco desapareccu
atrds do “Pico Dcsejado”. Dois
segundos apos, enlretanlo, 'rea-

parccia, ainda em senlidn hori-
zonlal, e mullo baixo. Parou uns
cinco segundos acima da linha
do horizonte e depois sumiu de
novo. Estava (3o nervoso que
perdi as folos seguintes — con-
cluiu Almiro Baraina, que la-
menlou néo estar de posse, na-
quele. Instante, de sua maquina
“Leiea”, que havia deixado, pou-
co antes, no seu camarote,

Testemunhas
No momento -em que ‘Almire
Barauna operava as.fotos do e

fessor q Schmid!
tor da Dlvitko dn Meloore
Aplicads, do Minlstério da Agr
cultura, .
— Todavia —' acrescentov —
na minha opinlac particular nle
vejo motivos pera desacreditar
de principio os teslemunhos de
peisoas que aflrmam ler visto e
fotografade tals engenhos mis-
teriosos. O disco-voador poderia
ser uma arma secrefa. O pro-
gresso da engenharia aeronau-

‘ticainos dias de-hoje.é tho gran--

de que eu acredito que o ho-
mem possa construir um disco-
voador, caso alnda niao o tenha
feito, Quantas pessoas |é afirma-
ram fer visto “charutos-voade-
res”. Nio serlam os projétels te-
legulados os objetos ohservados
por essas pessoas?

Sdbre o caso agora em feco,
o Professor Junqueirs Schmidt
afirmou que sémente com um
exame cuidadoso da hlu (1] pu-
derd dizer,
warantia absoly
gravado no Hime tirade de ber.
do do “Aimirante Saldenha” nbo
passou de um fenémeno éptice,
de um efeito especial de lumi-
nescéncla das nuvens ou de qual-
quer outro fenémeno cele:

Nao Teve Conhecimento

O Coronel Luls Maldonado,
diretor do Servico de Meteoro-
logla, afivmou considerar com
total ceticlsmo tudo quanto se
alirma sébre os discos-voadores.

— Ful piloto durante muito
lempo ¢ nunca vi nada que
levasse & acreditar na existén-
cla de discos-vgadores.

Quanto & possibilidade de se
ter verificado um fendémeno ce-
leste qunndn foram fcitas as
fotes no “Almirante Saldanha”,

Isto ¢, na scgunda quinzena do

tranho - objelo,
seu trabalho
objeto folog:

viam, também, o
do, o Comandan-
te Carlos Bacelar, exchefe do
contingente militar da ilh,
Capitio José Tcobaldo Viegas, da,
FAB; o0 1.° Tenente Homero, dan.
tista de bordo; o bancirio da
CACEX Avilar Vielra Filho o ml»
rinheiros ¢ jornalistas que

alertados o grite — olha o
discol

Embora nio tivesse testemu-
nhado os fatos, o Capitio-de-

Mar-e-Guerra José Saldanha da
Gama fol de tude Informado Ime-
. Inclusive da revel

d

ca de
munhas de oficlals tripulanies.
Nada no C. S. N.

Ouvide, também, na manha de
hoje, pelo O GLOBO,. o Coroncl
Alexinio Billencourt, secretério-
geral do Consclho de Seguranca
Nacional, declarou que aquéle
6redn nho havia tomado conhoei:
mento do assunto,

Podemos Construir Disco-
Yoador

~— O case de apareciments de
discos-veadores centinuark sem-
pra controvertido, anquante nio
surgirem pravas materials da sua

m aflrmou- ndo ler
tido menhum conhecimento a
respeito;

— Inclusive orque — disse
— Dao temos posto de observa-
¢a0 na ilha da Trindade. So-
menle a Marinha esté cons-
truindo ali, agora, uma estagio
de observagdes “meteorolégicas.

Nenhum Oficial Teria Visto
"o Disco-Yoador

A reports ll'|‘1 de ho GLosO

voltou, na man

tendo sido

| Informada de que a neticla de

que fel visto um “disco-voador®
sobrevoando a llha da Trindade
féra recebida all com as malores
Vai aquile orgio
inhs apurar devida-
mente a veracidade do falo o das
totografias,

Fomos Informados que nenhum
oficlal ou tripulante de N.E. "Al.
mlr-nlo Saldanha” viv o "disce

mitindo alguns oficlals que nla

tenha havido truque nas fstes,
porquanto o filme foi ravelade
no laboratério fotogréfico de
préprio navie,
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the sky. Soon after the object took off vertically at tremendous speed.

It occurred to the men to try and start the car again. They were pleased
to find the vehicle in perfect working order. The men continued their trip
without any further UFO experiences. (157.)

24 February. The Almirante Saldanha arrives at Santos.

The now famous ship sailed south from Rio and put in at the port of Santos.
Keeping the crew aboard any longer may have been impractical since the bright
lights of Santos and Sao Paulo beckoned to the young men. Hundreds of sail-
ors swarmed ashore and they were not afraid to talk. Every sailor contacted
by reporters confirmed the sighting of a UFO passing over Trindade. Some of
the sailors said they were among those on deck when the UFO made its appear-
ance and they were eyewitnesses to the incident. One Navy Sergeant in partic-
ular related the fact that many inhabitants of Trindade, mostly ordinary ci-
vilians but also a number of government authorities, had sighted the mystery
object several times during a three day period before the Almirante Saldanha
had ever arrived. (158.)

24 February. Admiral Camera.

Fontes may have been surprised by a news item that appeared on this date
concerning Admiral Camera. Fontes tells us:

"Admiral Alves Camera, the Navy Minister, told U.P. on February
24, 'that he didn't believe in flying saucers before, but after
Barauna's photographic evidence he was convinced.' The statement
was made when the Navy Minister was leaving the Rio Negro Palace,
at Petropolis, after his weekly meeting with the President. Min-
ister Alves Camara, talking with newspapermen, also said that
'the Brazilian Navy has a big secret which cannot be released,
because it cannot be explained.' He confirmed once more the au-
thenticity of the pictures taken from the NE Almirante Saldanha."
(159.)

What 1is surprising is not only a turn-a-around by the Navy on keeping the
matter hidden, but the mention of a '"big secret,'" which is apparently the
electric power problem. Granted reporter Paul Campos lcaked news of it, but
one could argue that it was best to keep such disclosures in the rcalm of
rumor instead of hinting there may be truth to them. The '"Top Secret" des-
ignation was not an overnight whim. As far as we know, thanks to Fontes,
censorship was imposed as early as,August 1957 when a civilian Varig airlin-
er encountered a saucer-shaped craft with a cupola over Santa Catarina. The
story made national headlines but the military refused comment, even to de-
bunk the claims made by witnesses. We now know certain information was cen-
sored from news accounts, the near total failure of the plane's electrical
system. Likewise, a Brazilian C-46 cargo plane encountered a UFO on Novem-
ber 3, 1957, over Arangua which resulted in the strong smell of burning
electrical circuits. Finally, there was the Top Sccret Itaipu Fortess case.

24 February. Santos harbor. (daytime?)

When the Almirante Saldanha docked at Santos, the Assistant Naval Attache
for the American Navy happened to be visiting the American ship USCGC West-
wind which was at anchor ncar by. The American officer went aboard the
Brazilian vessel and spoke with Captain Saldanha da Gama. According to a
memo on file, the Brazilian Captain said he:
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" .had not seen the object and was noncomittal. The executive
officer also had not scen it but, arriving shortly thereafter, had
formed the opinion that those on deck had seen it. The Captain
had reported that his secretary, a LCDR, had seen it but this of-
ficer when personally questioned avoided discussing the matter.

"Later, it was learned that the photographer was accompanied to
the dark room by an officer who waited outside the door, while
(...deleted) developed the negative alone.

"At the time of the official visit of the commanding officer of
the Westwind to the Almirante Saldanha, Captain Saldanha da Gama
freely discussed the Tlying saucer and showed the original proofs
to the callers but again did not commit himself." (160.)

If this was supposed to be some sort of Intelligence report on the incident,
its a mighty poor effort.

25 February. The American public learns about Trindade.

This day marked the release of the best of the series of Trindade UFO photos.
UP and INS newsserives carried the picture on their newswires. The American
public, however, were told few details about the case.

26 February. Not a trick.

According to a story in the O Jornal, Commander Paulo Moreira da Silva of
the Brazilian Navy's Hydrography and Navigation Service had been aboard the NE
Almirante Saldanha when Barauna took his UFO pictures. Although the Commander
was not an eyewitness, he did confirm that the photographs were developed on
the same occasion, but most importantly that: '...the image of the object on
the negatives was verified, at that same opportunity, by several officers, not
eight days later as it has been said --thus entirely discarding any possibility
of a photographic trick." (161.)

The Evans case. The Lovelace involvement story squelched.

For days Mrs. Evans' phone rang constantly. People from all over the nation
wanted to discuss her UFQ encounter. Newspaper reporters, UFO groups, and the
just plain curious, make her life extremely unpleasant.

One person making an inqury caused an interesting reaction. (See below)

In any event, some reporter from the ABQ
Journal, by calling her up and posing as someone
who had a right to know, determined that she was
being treated at the Lovelace Clinic. The
reporter shortly showed up at the Lovelace Clinic,
and this was so disturbing to the administration
that someone at the top of the Lovelace staff
contacted the management of the ABQ Journal and
succeeded in getting all of it immedTately
squelched, Evicently some of this must have
taken place on Friday because she pointed out
that she had & call from Dr, Grossman, in which
he advised her to avoid reporters and stay home,



100

"House of Representatives of the U.S. of Brazil.

"Official Inquiry.

"Subject: The Navy Ministry is requested to answer or explain
the following items of the inquiry presented by Rep. Sergio
Magalhaes (Rio de Janeiro, D.C.) on February 27, 1958, and ap-
proved by this House:

1. If it is true that the crew of the NE Almirante
Saldanha witnessed the sighting of a strange object
over the Island of Trindade.

2. Considering that the official statement released from
the Navy Minister's Office recognizes that that
photos of the strange object were taken in the pre-
sence of members from the crew of the NE Almirante
Saldanha --it is asked if an investigation was made,
and if the reports from the Navy officers and sailors
involved were registered.

3. In the hypothesis of a negative answer, the Navy Min-
istry is requested to explain the reasons on which he
has based his inclination to attribute no importance
to the fact.

4. 1f it is correct that the photos were developed in the
presence of officers from the NE Almirante Saldanha,
and that the pictures showed the Image of the strange
object since the first examination.

5. If the negatives were submitted to a careful examina-
tion in order to detect photographic trick contrived
before the sighting. '

0. Why the information was kept secret by Navy authorit-
ies for about a month.

7. If it is correct that other similar phenomena were ob-
served by Navy officers.

8. It is correct that the commanding office of the Navy
tow ship Tridente witnessed the appearance of the
strange object called a 'flying .saucer.'

"JUSTIFICATION:

""The appearance of these strange aerial objects known as 'flying
saucers' has attracted the world's interest and curiosity for
more than ten years. For the first time, however, the phenomenon
is witnessed by a large number of members from a military organi -
ganization, and the photos of the object receive the OFFICIAL
SEAL though a statement rcleased to the press by the Navy Minist-
er's Office.

"Yet, as the problem effects the national security, morc infor-
mation is necessary to clarify the facts. There is some contro-
versy in the information divulged through the press, but the Navy
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apparently has no intention of releasing a complete report to stop
the confusion and inform the public. Furthermore, the Navy Minis-
ter's Office, having declared (officially) that a large number of
people from the NE Almirante Saldanha crew had sighted the strange
object photographed over the Island of Trindade --in spite of this,
there was no request for the witnesses' reports or any other mea-
sures, as confessed by the Chief of the Navy High Staff when inter-
viewed by the press." (168.)

28 February. 'How to Doubt?"

A newspaper story under the title: '"How to Doubt?" contained an interview
of the former chief of the Brazilian Air Force's UFO investigation, Colonel
Joao Adil de Oliveira. Said the Colonel:

"It is impossible to deny any more the existence of flying saucers
at the present time. Regarding the Trindade photographs, I see no
reason for disbelief neither to admit that the photographer would
dare to take the risk of a public expose of his fraud (if it was
the case) nor to think that reporter. Joao Martins --an expert on
the matter and a responsible newspaperman --would accept the
photographic evidence for publication without a previous examina-
tion to test its authenticity. And, to close the issue, the Navy
High Command itself released an official note confirming the pho-
tos' authenticity.

"The flying saucer is not a ghost from another dimension, or a
mysterious dragon. It is a fact confirmed by material evidence.

""There are thousands of documents, photos, and sighting reports
demonstrating its existence. For instance, when I went to the Air
Force High Command to discuss the flying saucers I called for ten
witnesses --military (AF Officers) and civilians-- to report their
evidence about the presence of flying saucers in the skies of Rio
Grande do Sul, and over Gravatai AFB[October 24, 1954] , some of
them had seen UFOs with the naked eye, others with high powered
optical instruments. For more than two hours the phenomenon was
present in the sky, impressing the selected audience: Officers,
engineers, technicians, etc.'" (169.)

28 February. '"Certify the-informal discussion.'

Contrast the Brazilian experience with what was happening in America. It
should be remembered that back on January 31st investigators for the McClel-
lan Subcommittee held an informal discussion with Air Force representatives.
The few sentences uttered during the meeting can hardly be called much of an
inquiry, nonetheless the Air Force wanted some sort of paper certifying its
UFO investigation effort. Apparently the Air Force wanted something it
could mail to school kids, Congressmen, and anyone else who dared complain,
a quick, easy, way to get people off its back.

Here is the request:

""MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR OF LEGISLATIVE LIAISON

SUBJECT: McClellan Subcommittee Statement Concerning Air Force
Handling of UFO Reports.
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