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Hi Francis,

First of all, let me tell you that I have never witnessed a "UFO", and I am the \rpe of person
that is a "l'll believe it when I see it" kind of guy.

The reason for my email is this (and I will keep this as short and sweet as possible):
so I was obviously not around when the "sightings" of 1963 took place in
and around Mt. Vernon lL.
I am 34 years old,

BUT - I did however know the 2 individuals responsible, and spent my whole life hearing the
stories of exactly how the idea originated, how the events unfolded, how the contraptions were
designed, where the materials were obtained, how prototypes were tested, how these 2
people, their wives(and sometimes their children) followed the contraptions in chase cars, and
even were mistaken as innoeent witnesses, and how the public, pres$, and
government reacted.
From what I understand, you were very recently contacted by a son of one of these gentlemen,
who offered to finally shed some light on the truth behind this story, and you stubbornly
rejected his offer.
Now....
My thoughts are as follows:

1. The 2 people

responsible for this are deceased, so they obviously can't be prosecuted,
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and there is nothing left of their estates to be "garnished" or collected as any type of
restitution for any research costs, so I think the story should finally be explained as a
hoax.
I have 2 teenage kids mysell who use the internet daily, and as I am sure you already
know, the internet is already fult of trash, false information, and other filth. So, stories like
this do nothing but add to that pile of misleading garbage out there for the youth to read.
EVERY single aspect of this story can be explained by the TRUTH, except for one, and
that is the so-called "readings" taken on the car that was supposedly "chased" by the
"light". The "readings" taken from Ronnie Austin's 1956 Ford Victoria(according to your
writings) were never officially recorded. ln fact, the ONLY account of what those readings
actually were was overheard by Orville Austin's "younger son".
And finally - I believe that the polite thing for me to do is make one final offer of truth to
you, before pursuing my goals, which lwill explain next.

My goals are as follows:

1. To contact

2.

every other person I can find that has written about this story, and offer them
the truth, in the same manner that I am to you.
To immediately start construction of a web page containing:

o This story, and other similar hoaxes.
e Copies of your articles on this story, and by other authors as well.

o Links to other hoax pages, and "UFO/FIying Saucer" pages.
o Diagrams of how the contraptions were designed w/pictures of the materials

used and

similar reproductions.

r ard, maps showing where the events took place, what direction the contraptions

flew,

etc.
Every person that I have talked to about this story has been entertained. To watch their faces
as I show them your articles, the witnesses accounts, and all of the research that was put into
it, then explain to them how the whole thing REALLY happened,'how the devices were made,
how the witnesses were fooled by how the contraptions constructed, how the people in the
chase car were mistaken for people that were "frightened by the lighf', is nothing short of
HILARIOUS!!! So, being a bit internet sawy myself, my first thought was to put some of my
page building skills to work, and to finally {et the truth be known, about not only this hoax, but
some of the thousands of others similar to it. So, I have purchased a server, I have started
collecting material that will be used on the page such as interviews, pictures, screenshots of
your articles and articles by other authors the way they are posted online, etc. etc., and I will
be purchasing web space Monday.

l've been told that you will remain stubborn on this issue, and if that is your choice, then it is
exactly that - YOUR CHOICE. ljust thought it was polifically conect to come to you before I
blow the story out of the water,

Sincerely, Rob Davis
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To: "Rob Davis" <robdavis1 970@hotmail.com>
From: Francis Ridge <slk@evansville.net>
Subject Re: 1963 Sightings Mt. Vernon, Keenes, Wayne City lL
Cc: eurrent, shg
Bcc:
Attached:

At 1 1:31 PM 1A25120M -0600, you wrote:
Bob,
Are you tryrng to tellus ALL of the events were caused by ahaa:/? As ltold you, we did a
thorough investigation. But, we do often explain away UFO sightings, in fact about 80% are lFOs.
L{nre may seem stubbom, but our problem is we don't have much time for something we cannot
check. So, in the interest of science let me ask you some questions:
1) Do you think some UFO sightings are genuine?
2) Did the people who constructed these balloons put anything in writing?
3) What ftame of mind were they: pranksters or skeptics or both?
a) Why did they wait 40 years?
5) tAre would have to see the directions/angles and launch positions/locations of these alleged
balloons.
6) What triggered the idea to send these up? UFO sightings in the area, or news elsewhere?

The facts of the investigation do not fit the balloon theory at all, except possibly in the instances
after the main sightings (about 70). The size and descriptions don't fit at all. Heck, a balloon
can't chase a car and a balloon can't trarel fast enough to follow a car at that speed. Balloons
don't cause E-M effects or make drys go crazy. Arybody who would do this would be
considered very irresponsible and careless and could have cause serious injury and damage
from fire.
These cases are not on our top list, so it would be no problem to explain them. But second hand
information by pranksters, who probably think UFOs are nonsense anyway, is not enough to
revise history.

fll pass this on to both of our lists.
Francis Ridge

HiFrancis,
First of all, let me tell you that I have never witnessed a "UFO", and I am the type of person that
is a "l'll believe it when lsee if' kind of guy.
The reason for my email is this (and lwill keep this as short and sweet as possible):
I

am 34 years old, so lwas obviously not around when the "sightings" of 1963 took place in and
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BUT -

ldid however know the 2 individuals responsible, and spent my whole life hearing the
stories of exactly how the idea originated, how the events unfolded, how the contraptions were
designed, where the materials were obtiained, how prototypes were tested, how these 2 people,
their wives(and sometimes their children) followed the contraptions in chase cars, and even
were mistaken as innocent witnesses, and how the public, press, and government reacted.
From what I understand, you were very recenUy contacted by a son of one of these gentlemen,
who offered to finally shed some light on the truth behind this story, and you stubbornly rejected
his offer.
Now....
IvIy

thoughts are as follows:
o The 2 people responsible for this are deceased, so they obviously

can't be prosecuted,

and there is nothing left of their estates to be "garnished" or collected as any type of
restitution for any research costs, so I think the story should finally be explained as a
hoax.
r I have 2 teenage kids myself, who use the internet daily, and as lam sure you already
know, the intemet is already full of trash, false information, and other filth. So, stories like
this do nothing but add to that pile of misleading garbage out there for the youth to read.
o E\IERYsingle aspect of this story can be eplained by the TRUTH, except for one, and
that is the so-called "readings" tiaken on the car that was supposedly "chased" by the
"light". The "readings" taken from Ronnie Austin's 1956 Ford Vctoria(according to your
writings) were never officially recorded. ln fact, the ONLY account of what those readings
actually were was overheard by Orville Atrstin's 'lounger son".
o And finally - I believe that the polite thing for me to do is make one final offer of truth to you,
before pursuing my goals, which lwill explain next.

Ivty

goals are as follows:

r To contact every other person lcan find that has written about this story, and offer them
the truth, in the same manner that lam to you.
o To immediately start construction of a web page containing:
o This story, and other similar hoaxes.
o Copies of your articles on this story, and by other authors as well.

r

Links to other hoax pages, and "UFOlFlying Saucer" pages.
were designed Mpictures of the materials used and
s im ilar reproductions.
r and, maps showing where the events took place, what direction the contraptions flew,
etc.

. Diagrams of how the contraptions

Every person that lhave talked to about this story has been entertained. To watch their faces
as I show them your articles, the witnesses accounts, and all of the research that was put into
it, then explain to them how the whole thing REALLY happened, how the devices were made,
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how the witnesses were fooled by how the contraptions constructed, how the people in the
chase car were mistaken for people that were "frightened by the light", is nothing short of
HILARIOUS!!! So, being a bit internet sawy myself, my first thought was to put some of my
page building skills to work, and to finally let the truth be known, about not only this hoax, but
some of the thousands of others similar to it. So, I have purchased a server, I have started
collecting material that will be used on the page such as interviews, pictures, screenshots of
your articles and articles by other authors the way they are posted online, etc. etc., and lwill be
purchasing web space tvlonday.
I've been told that you will remain stubborn on this issue, and if that is your choice, then it is
exactly that - YOUR CHOICE. ljust thought it was politically correctto come to you before I
blow the story out of the water.

Sincerely, Rob Davis
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To: "Rob Davis" <robdavis 1 97O@hofunail.com >
From : Francis Ridge <slk@evansville.net>
Subject Re: 1963 Sightings
Cc: slk
Bcc:
Attached:

Hi Bob,
I put your

comments before two lists of over 400 people, many of them serious researchers.
Let's see what they have to say. But, before we hear from any of them, I have a couple more
questions lwould like for you to answer. These and allyour comments, including names of
individuls will be posted on the Austin & Uphoff/Hilldirs for public view. Apparently that is what
you wanted anyl/vay:
1. Are you really telling me that your parents [or whatever your relationship to them was] were
liars and frauds who committed a public hoax? That's what you seem to be saying.

2. Are you saying that all UFO sightings are hoaxes? ff so, what do you base that on?
lf

lam to give you any credence at all lneed to have those two questions answered.

Francis Ridge
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Hello again,

OK, I got two seperate emails from you in response to my first one, so I am going to answer
as many questions from both of them, as I am able to answer. The following was your first
response, and lwill answer below.
>From: Francis Ridge <slk@evansville. net>
>To: "Rob Davis" <robdavisl 970@hotmail.com>
>CC : C U RRENT-ENCOU NTERS@LISTSERV.AOL. COM,shg@ns2"txbs. net
>Subject: Re: 1963 Sightings Mt. Vernon, Keenes, Wayne City lL
>Date: Sun, 26 Dec 2004 06:59:33 -0800
>At 1'l:31 PM 12125120A4 -0600, you wrote:
>Bob,
>Are you trying to tell us ALL of the events were caused by a hoax?
>As I told you, we did a thorough investigation. But, we do often
>explain away UFO sightings, in fact about 80% are lFOs. ltue may
>seem stubborn, but our problem is we don't have much time for
>something $re cannot check. So, in the interest of science let me ask
>you some questions:

>1) Do you think some UFO sightings are genuine?
>2) Did the people who constructed these balloons put anything in
>writing?
>3) \Mrat frame of mind were they: pranksters or skeptics or both?
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>4) \Mry did they wait 40 years?
>5) We would have to see the directions/angles and launch
>positions/locations of these alleged balloons.
>6) \A/hat triggered the idea to send these up? UFO sightings in the
>area, or news elsewhere?
>The facts of the investigation do not fit the balloon theory at all,
>except possibly in the instances after the main sightings (about
>70). The size and descriptions don't fit at all. Heck, a balloon
>can't chase a car and a balloon can't travel fast enough to follow a
>car at that speed. Balloons don't cause E-M effects or make dogs go
>crazy. Anybody who would do this would be considered very
>irresponsible and careless and could have cause serious injury and
>damage from fire.
>These cases are not on our top list, so it would be no problem to
>explain them. But second hand information by pranksters, who
>probably think UFOs are nonsense anyway, is not enough to revise
>history.

>l'll pass this on to both of our lists.
>Francis Ridge
As far as your numbered questions 9o..,
1) Possibly! As I stated in my first letter, I am a bit more of a "show me one, and I'll believe it"
person, but who am I to call anyone a liar. If you (or anyone else) see a UFO, and no one can
prove that they didnt, then SO BE lT! I look at ghost sightings the same way. I have never
personally seen a ghost, but that doesn't mean they don't exist! '

2) As far as I know, they didn't. lt was just a fun prank among a couple of close friends. They
were both smart enough to realize that they might've gotten in some sort of trouble if they were
caught, so I would be willing to bet that even the excess materials were discarded as soon as
they saw the magnitude of the investigation increase the Air Force being brought in.
3) ln my opinion, I would probably say BOTH. The definition of "Skeptic" is: One who
instinctively or habitually doubts, questions, or disagrees with assertions or generally accepted
conclusions. Therefore, I guess they (like me) were a bit skeptical concerning UFOs. Foran
aecurate ansvver to this question, you would have to ask the men themselves, and that is
obviously not possible.

4) l'm not sure I understand the question, "Why did they wait 40 years?", but I will do my best
to answer it. lf you are asking why the men never fessed up, I think the answer is apparent.
They didn't want to be charged with any crimes. I'm not sure what (if any) laws were broken,
but I would bet that they assumed they would get in some sort of trouble. They also knew that
their close friends and families knew, so they still got a good laugh everytime they sat around
and talked about it. lf you are asking why myself (or anyone else) never spoke up, the answer
is the same. Those men are gone now. I would never have contacted you if either of those
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men were still alive.
5) I am going to be working on this. This is one part of the story that I am not very informed on,
but there are children of the men that are. They were present for at least one launching, and I
believe one of them was even in a chase car, but I will have to contact them to get further
details.

' 1

6) This is a loaded question!
From what I have gathered, it started with a conversation in
the backyard over some beers. As you know, during that time, reports of UFO sightings were
VERY numerous. The conversation ended up progressing into a plan, a design, and then plans
of where to get the needed materials.
Next, you said:
The facts of the investigation do not fit the balloon theory at all, except possibly in the
instances after the main sightings (about 70). The size and descriptions don't fit at all. Heck, a
balloon can't chase a car and a balloon can't travel fast enough to follow a car at that speed.
Balloons don't cause E-M effects or make dogs go crazy.

Like I said in my first email, I was not even alive at the time, so all I know is what I have read
in your writings and others, and what I have been told by the men involved and the people that
saw the contraptions, and saw what they did in the air.
You use the term "facts of the investigation". As far as what I have seen in your writings, the
"facts" are only what the eyewitnesses reported, and what the young Austin boy said he
overheard concerning the E-M readings. No observation planes were ever utilized, no pictures
were taken, and no professional researchers ever witnessed the lights themselves. Correct?
Next, you said:
Anybody who would do this would be considered very irresponsible and careless and could
have cause serious injury and damage from fire.

I do know that on each occasion the men chased the contraptions untilthe lights went out, so
the risk of fire was minimal, and the only time serious injury became a possibility, is when a
teenager behind the wheel overreacted, and became a dangerous driver.

Lastly, you made the comments:
These cases are not on our top list, so it would be no problem to explain them. But second
hand information by pranksters, who probably think UFOs are nonsense anyway, is not
enough to revise history.
Explain them is what I intend to do. My information lS second hand, but the information I am
giving you is not a prank. After years of hearing this story, I am thoroughly convinced that the
lights these people all saw for that 2 week period were ALL created by these two men. ln my
honest opinion, I look at it like this....
I have talked to people that were there, the people that built these things, the people that sat
and watched them test them, the people that watched them fly. I have watched their faces
while they told the story over and over and over. The facts have never changed.
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ln your second email, you got a little pissy with me. i;

Hi Bob,
I put your comments before two llsts of over 400 people, many of them
serious researchers. Let's see what they have to say. But, before we
hear from any of them, I have a couple more questions I would like
for you to answer. These and all- your comments, including names of
individuls will be posted on the Austin & Uphoff/Hiff dirs for public
vj-ew. Apparently t.hat is what you wanted anyway:
1. Are you rea11y telling me that your parenls [or whatever your
relationship to them wasl were liars and frauds who committed a
public hoax? That's what you seem to be saying.
2. Are you saying that
you base that on?
If I

am

a1l- UFO

sightings are hoaxes? Tf so, what do

to give you any credence at al-I I need to have those

questions answered.

two

Franci-s Ridge

First of all, it's not a big deal, but my name is Rob
Bob) short for Robert, but no one ever calls me Bob.

It is (like

You can post whatever I say wherever you would 1ike. f am not
attempting to belittle anyone, including you OR any of your fellow
researchers. I too, dItr saving all of these emails for use on my site.
As far as the names of the individuals 90, personally I don't have a
problem giving you names, but I need to ask for permission from the
ments families first. I hope you understand this.
You asked 2 numbered questions:

1. Are you really telling me that your parents flor whatever your
relationship to them wasl were liars and frauds who committed a
public hoax? That's what you seem to be saying.
2. Are you saying that all
you base that on?

UFO

sightings are hoaxes? If so, what do

1. I never said that I was related to either of these men, but that
is neither here nor there. What I DO know is that neither of them
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were liars OR frauds. They were bot.h very well known and respected
men in Mt. Vernon. Yes, they committed a HUGE hoax, but they did it
for fun. I know they dj-dn't intend to harm anyone in any way, and
they took steps in the desi-gns and procedures to make sure they

didn't.

2, DEFINITELY NOT ! ! ! Like I said in response to your first
emai-I. . .
f am a bit more of a "show me one, and I'11 believe it"
person, but who am f to call anyone a liar. If you (or anyone else)
see a UFO, and no one can prove that they didn't, then SO BE IT! I
look at ghost sightings the same way. I have never personally seen a
ghost, but that doesnrt mean they don't exj-st!
I hope f have answered your questions. Feel free to ask whatever else
you would like, Like I said Francis, I am NOT trying to ruffle any
feathers here. If nothing else even comes out of thisn f would at
least like to believe that I have helped you and your fellow
researchers, by clearing this up.

In the process of reading through your wri-tings, I have clicked
numerous links to research pages, and found myself reading a LOT. I
do find your line of research VERY intrigruing.
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To: "Rob Davis" <robdavis 1 970@hotmail.com>
From : Francis Ridge <slk@evansville.net>
Subject Re: 1963 Sightings Mt. Vernon, Keene$, Wayne City lL
Cc: current, shg
Bcc:
Attached:

At 01:52 NA12l27l20M -0600, Rob Davis wrote:

OK, lgot two seperate emails from you in response to my first one, so lam going to answer
as many questions from both of them, as I am able to answer. The following was your first
response, and lwill answer below.

I hope I have answered your questions. Feel free to ask whatever
else you would like. Like I said I'rancis, T am NOT tryinq to ruffle
any feathers here. tf nothing else even comes out of this, I would
at least like to believe that I have helped you and your fe11ot^r
researchers, by clearing this up.
Rob,

First of all, lwant to apologize for what I had to put you through. Sometimes we have to do the
same thing with people who report UFOs, especiallywhen we get into the "high strangeness"
cases. We can't take anyone's word for anything. l,l,ot really knowing who you were or your real
intentions, lmerely had to take the stance that you might be a skeptic simply bluffing, which
would cost us much time, and Ume is one thing we are short on.
Now that I know you are sincere, and are going by what you saw and were told, I am very
interested in documenting eveqflfring you can provide. The Mro cases in question could never be
put on our top priority lists, so their being "erplained" in this process is no real threat to UFOolgy.
But, in fact, the more we dig the more we find, and this may end uf strenthening the cases.
Either way, the truth lS what we want.

In the process of reading through your writJ-ngs, I have clicked
links to research pages, and found myself reading a LOT. I
your
line of research VERY intriguing.
do find
numerous

I

Your responses to my emails were not e&ected, as I really dld think that lwas dealing with a diehard skeptic. Your responses were \ery well-written and I believe you are sincere. I also think
your comment above is what finally convinced me.

This may take a while, but please do provide us with eveffiing and anything you can.
Sincerely,
Francis Ridge
NICAP Site Coordinator
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* 0.7 MSGID_FROM_MTA_HEADER Message-ld
was added by a relay
pops.cinergycom.
X-CCC-mailrouter:
net
Francis,

Well, now that I think I have your ear.....
Let's get started!
First of all, without going into great detail, I want to say that even though he was an eyewitness
to the construction, testing, trials, and at least one launch, I think you will get more use out of
asking me your questions, than you will by exchanging emails with Don Ulrich
(bugman@m,v!1,-net).As far as the questions that I can't immediately answer, I can call him
anytime to ask. I just think, with him being a LOT more of a skeptic than I have ever been or
ever will be, I will be a good middle man, and serve the purpose well. I have been talking to
him about this everyday since Dec. 20th, and I am even on the phone with him right now.
I'll give you a few of the basics first.

The two men's names were George Ulrich and Coy Reed. They were next door neighbors"
Both were \ Arvll vets. George was a heavy equipment operator, and Coy was a fireman.
No one seems to be able to pinpoint exactly what made them decide to do this. Knowing the
men, and their personalities, I tend to think it was only for a good laugh (which they
DEFINITELY got). Not only did they laugh until it hurt when it was done, but them, and their
family and friends have laughed at the stories for 41years.

They named the contraptions "Boogers". The reason for this was that, after the first launch and
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chase....when they returned home, Coy fell into the front yard laughing hysterically, shouting,
"DID YOU SEE THAT BOOGER FLY!?!?''

l

The "Boogers" were constructed with the following materials:
A VERY large, heavy rubber balloon approx. 2 ft in diameter purchased from the toy
department in a local department store in Mt. Vernon, filled with helium. The empty helium tank
is still in the basement of the house where George lived.
I

Over 500 ft of nylon cord hanging from the balloon. This very long length put the balloons out
of the light, so they were almost invisible. lt also made the weighted end of the cord swing,
which can be verified in several of the witnesses descriptions as to how the light "swooped"
and "made U-turns".This length also gave the "Boogers" the effect of making turns as the
balloon would enter and exit thermals. George used the example of how a hot air balloon is
guided.
At the end of that cord was tied a series of fusees. The fusees were several different colors.
The multiple colors of fusees was a VERY key point to the construction, because at that time,
alot of people would rule out fusees when they saw the color change. With Coy being a
fireman, he had access to the multi colored fusees that (as far as I know) have never been
available to the general public. The number of fusees changed with each test and each build.
They discovered that the number attached greatly effected the way that the "booger" flew. The
fusees were attached to each other end-to-end, using wire coat hangers.

To my knowledge, there were about 4 - 6 "Boogers" launched over a period of about a week
(August 4 - 11). The first one(Sunday August 4th) and the third(Wednesday August 7th) on
were launched from somewhere close to the intersection of Veterans Memorial Drive and 42nd
street. lf you check this out on a map, you will see that this is close to where the old drive-in
theater used to be, which is where Ronnie Austin was driving home from. A straight line can be
drawn on a map from this location to Fairfield, and the line crosses directly over Keenes and
Wayne City. The witnesses in the "chase car" said that although the "Boogers" sometimes
made sharp turns, they still basically followed one directional path. ln the Austin Case, this
path would've been ENE. George and Coy also used to always bring up the fact that they were
surprised by the speed that the "Boogers" reached sometimes, saying that they sometimes
had a hard time keeping up with them.
The second "Booger" was launched on Monday August Sth from the Old Union Cemetery on
the North outskirts of Mt. Vernon. lf you look on a map, this is VERY close to Old Centralia Rd,
and Bishop Ave., (where Mayor Harry L. Bishop lived), and where several other reports came
from on at least two nights. There are a couple of sidepoints concerning the sighting that was
reported by the ex Mayor that I would like to mention. ln his interview with the Mt. Vernon
Register News, he was quoted as saying, "l noticed a cat coming down the Centralia road. lt
stopped suddenly and the driver jumped out and looked upwards. He saw the object, too, and
it startled him to a stop." This quote was probably the part that amused everyone the most.
The car that he is ref,erring to was the chase car, occupied by George, Coy, and George's wife
(Mary). They said that they could see Mr. Bishop and his wife standing outside watching.
George was driving the AMC Rambler convertible. He stopped the car in the middle of the road
to watch the Bishops. Once the car was stopped, Coy actually got out of the car and fell on the
ground. From a short distance away, this would appear like someone in distress, but had Mr.
Bishop been closer he could've heard the laughter from inside the car. To read this in the
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paper the next day, was almost a reward to George and Coy. Also, this same night, that same
"Booger" flew directly over the city of Mt. Vernon, and passed directly over a Mt. Vernon Rams
high school football game. George's Rambler sat on 7th Street, next to the football field and
listened to the crowd become completely silent as the "Booger" flew over. They said "the game
literally STOPPED!".

Apparently, George and Coy tried numerous times to come up with a way to pull off a
believable daytime flight, but they couldn't come up with anything that looked "real" enough to
satisfy them. They were still discussing this when the Air Force team came to town, which is
what brought their projects to an end. As I've stated in previous emails, I think when they
realized that the magnitude of the investigation had grown to the point of the AF being brought
in, they got scared, and brought everything to a skreeching halt. This was probably a very wise
choice. LOL
Well Francis, maybe now you can see why I said that this is undoubtedly the source of the
reports from this area for that 7 or I day period. For there to have been another "light" in the
area on those same nights, would be nothing short of a miracle. As far as E-M readings,
mechanical problems with Ronnie Austins car, radio interference in his car, "whirring noises",
or any of the other strange reports from these several nights, the only explanation I can offer is
that sometimes coincidental things happen, that might lead someone to believe they hear or
see a little more than they are actually seeing or hearing. Especially when their heart is racing!
Heck Francis, George always said that the "Boogef' that Austin reported actually paused for a
few seconds directly over the Mt. Vernon Outland Airport, where Radar would have picked up
a UFO.
Well, this is a few of the details. There is a lot more. I hope l'm helping. lf you have any
questions, I would be more than happy to answer them, or find the answers for you. I know
that what these two men did was not the smartest thing either of them ever accomplished, but
do have to admit that they pulled it off. They managed to foolA LOT of people into believing
that they were witnessing something possibly from another world.

I

I would like to see more of the responses from other researchers. Would I have to be invited
into a mailing list to make this possible? lf so, I would like to join. I am becoming more and
more fascinated by the research pages that I've been reading, and I have never been able to
pass up watching any UFO documentary on W.

Like lsaid, let me know if you want more info!
Sincerely, Rob Davis
P.S. George Ulrich was my mothers dad (my Grandfather), He died last year of a heart attack,
doing what he did best in his later years - volunteer work at the VFW post in Mt. Vernon lL

>From: Francis Ridge <stk@evansville.net>
>To: "Rob Davis" <robdavisl 970@hotmail.com>
>CC: CU RRENT-ENCOU NTERS@LISTSERV.AOL.COM,shg@ns2.txbs.net
>Subject: Re: 1963 Sightings Mt. Vernon, Keenes, Wayne City lL
>Date: Man,27 Dec20O4 06:48:07 -0800
>At 01:52 AM 1212712004 -0600, Rob Davis wrote:
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.
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From: "Rob Davis" <robdavisl 970@hotmail.com>
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X-CCC-Cleanmail-Spam-Version: 1 .0
X-CCC-Cleanmail-$pam: No spam detected
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" 4.4 BAYES_OO BODY: Bayesian spam probability is 0 to 1%
" [score: 0.0000]
- 0.6 MIME_HTML_NO_CHARSET RAW: Message text in HTML without charset
* 2.7 SUBJ_HAS_UNIQ_ID Subject contains a unique lD
* 0.7 MSGID_FROM_MTA_HFADER Message-ld was added by a relay
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Hello again Francis,
I

wasn't

l$Ao/o sure of the answers to your questions,

so I called Don to make sure.

He said he he believes that what prompted George and Coy was a conversation in the back
yard, over a few beers, about a report of a sighting in Mid July somewhere up around
Springfield.

\ldhen I asked him about the size of the balloons again, he pointed out to me that I only told
you part of the actual construction. I was right about the size of the balloons, but he says there
were several balloons attached to each "booger". The number of balloons changed with each
flight, and with each test. He says that George and Coy were constantly trying to figure out
exactly what number of fusees and balloons would make the best flight pattern. He is guessing
that a good estimate would be I - 10 balloons per flight. He remembers that when packed in
tightly, the balloons filled up the car. These balloons were the type that you used to be able to
purchase in any store with a toy section. They were approx. 2ftin diameter, made of heavy
rubber, and came with a big rubber band, to tie around the knot, and use as a handle. The
balloons were purchased at the old Ben Franklin store, in Mt. Vernon, which went out of
business years and years ago. He laughed when I asked him about whether or not there were
any pictures taken. He said, back then, you had to take film to Walgreens to get it developed, -':u:
and George and Coy wouldn't have wanted to take that risk.
Let me know if you have any other questions.
I

would still like to be on the CURRENT-ENCOUNTERS list, if I can. lwould like to see what
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everyone else has to say about all of this, and I would also like to follow some of your research
on other sightings.
Rob Davis
>From: Francis Ridge <slk@evansville.net>
>To: "Rob Davis" <robdavisl 970@hotmail.com>
>CC: slk@evansville.net
>Subject: Re: 1 963 Sightings-DETAILS
>Date: Wed, 29 Dec 2OO4 06:31:57 -0800
>At 09:58 PM 1212812004 -0600, you wrote:
>>Like I said, let me know if you want more info!
>Rob,
>l may get you guys mixed up, so bear with me. I have a question or
>two. First of all, when they decided to do this, what was the
>stimulus? Did they ever say or did you ever find out what was going
>on that got them excited enough to pull this off? How did they
>describe waht prompted them at that particular time?
>2) Are you sure the balloons were that big? Do you have any photos?
>l am extremely interested in the size of these balloons.

>l'm sure I'll have more questions, but those two are the most
>pressing.
>Thanks for your help,
>Francis Ridge
>NICAP Site Coordinator
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Rob Davis, 06:31 AM 1?.12912004 -0800, Re: {963 Sightings-DETAILS
To: "Rob Davis" <robdavis 1 970@hotmail.com>
From: Francis Ridge <slk@evansville.net>
Subject Re: 1963 Sightings-DETAILS
Cc: slk
Bcc.
Attached.

At 09:58 PM12l28l20M -0600, you wrote:

$

t-ike I said, let me know if you want more infol
Rob,

may get you guys mixed up, so bear with me. I have a question or two. First of all, when they
decided to do this, what was the stimulus? Did they ever say or did you ever find out what was
going on that got them excited enough to pull this off? How did they describe waht prompted
them at that particular time?
I

2) Are you sure the balloons were that big? Do you have any photos?
in the size of these balloons.

lam extremely interested

I'm sure I'll have more questions, but those two are the most pressing.
Thanks for your help,
Francis Ridge
NICAP Site Coordinator
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Fran Hmmm. Yeah, well, I've played around with balloons a bit myself (not hoaxing
UFOs - trying to make radio controlled powered ones) and I can assure you
that a "very large 2 foot* toy balloon cannot lift a 500 foot nylon rope!
Maybe a 1O-foot balloon could lift a few feet of nylon rope, but...nylon
rope's heavy. And when it lands, 500 feet of rope is conspicuous. Especially
if it's attached to a deflated balloon and flares. And expensive! So did he
recover it after every flight to reuse it?
As far as the aspect of firement doing this - that doesn't bother me quite
as much. People do strange things sometimes. Many arson cas@s turn out to
have been perpetrated by firemen, right? Have you seen the recent stories
about the lraq veteran who claimed to have shot an lraqi sniper who turned
out to be a little kid? He went to schools and told assemblies this story
severa! times. Turns out it never happened, and he was disgraced...
Anyway, the problem with this hoax claim situation is that now it's twice as
complex * untangling possibly exaggerated claims from reality: I wouldn't
completely dismiss it yet, but it isn't encouraging.
Joel

> Joel,
> I "set him up" with this one. One of them last week told me it was the
> sightings that prompted the hoax, sightings all over the place. Check out
I my lntelligence Summary I sent you for dates!!!!

> Next, he tells us that 2'balloons hoisted severalfusees in the air. A 2'
> balloon wouldn't hoist one, let alone more than that. Am I correct?
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> One of the hoaxers was a fireman? Sending pyrotechnics up in the air over
> fields and homes in early August? Something's not right here.
> Good luck,
> Fran
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