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IRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

111, COMMENTS

Yellawish light, like a fire in color,
approached the observing ACFT and grew
very bright and very large with z sedi-
circular shape. It suddealy turned 130 deg
and disappeared over the horizon at terTiff i[c

speed, —

l

-
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Believed to be Aurora display by
consulting astr~oncamer.
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1, The falihwing described ‘unidentified aircraft/objsct was sighted off the

coast of Nawfoundland by MATS Navy C-54 crew. <
: a. Originally sighted as a singls, heawy, yellosish lizht, similar in
appearance to that of a city. As object approached observing aircralt, it 'grew
vory bright and largs, and appeared to bs semi-oircular in shape. -Near aircraft,
jt did a 180° turn and was last sesn as a small ball disaopearing over ths horizon.
The speed was "terrific” and the sizs "tremendous” to quote observers. (The dif-
ference in size between the time it was first seen and last seen as a small’ bal
going over the horizon was described Ag iremendous, at leasi 100 times largzer.

. b._ Sighted at 0055Z on 10 February 1951 and remained visible for approxi
mately 7 or 8 minutes. . ) - = = .
RbD-E@ﬂLJ _ i

ﬁé;l'Squadrun b;;ed at

c. Visually observed from HATS Navy C-54 #6301 of
d, 225° true

Patuxart, Maryland, flyinz at 10,000 feet altitude, 172 knots air spes

course.
C ok

d. Observing airdraft was at 49° 50' K 50° 30' W at the time of observa- .
tion. Chject appeared nedr the water's surface at auproximately a 45° dovmward
angle from the observiag faircraft and was making good a-true course of approximately
125°. Tpon approaching observing aireralt, it executed a sudden turn—appraxizating
1500 and disappeared very rapldly over ine horizono.

a. Object sighted by S crow zsxzbers, listed below, of the above aircraft,
who are all experienced North Atlantic fliers. Gander Traffic Control reports no
othar aircraft knomm to be in thewicinity at time of sighting. All 5 obszarvers
agree on facts as stated, tut thers has bessn no confirmatioh from other sourcds,

Belleve C-3 appropriate. .

an 4

i Lt Fred W. Xizzdan - 173330 (Tirst to sesdject)
P ' Lt.A, L. Jozm=s - 331098 :
Lt G, B. Eetauns - 2935055 :
Lt N. G. B. Koger - 305875 —_—
Lt . J. M. Eﬁf?r - 263836.

— s i

f. veather clear, visibillity from 15 miles to 3nlimitéﬁ, no éfher vigather

inforratior wvaxilable. .

J_..--'ﬁ‘ . . -
e N¥o unusual meteorological activity vnosn to exist and having any i=-

g Ee
fluence on the sightingz. This object oculd not have been a ccast as ths object

@as balow nnd betwesn the aircralt and ocsan.—

B : S
fi. ¥> phvsical evidence availakle,
i, Ns interceptica action taken. -
I
2. Ths a-ove informatioa was forsarded {rom this Haadquariters to Hoadzuartars,
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T LOOKS BACK

18

Crew members and passengers on
an AR50 [C-54) experienced a dra-
matic UFO sighting in the pre-dawn
hours of a North Atlantic flight in
the early 1950s. Details of the in-
teresting dccurrence, as told some
years later by the pilot, Lt. "B, are
excerpted here through the coopera-
tion of the Mational Investigations

westerly course for Newfoundland
ground speed 200 knots. Three and
haif hours out of Iceland, midpoint
in the flight, they passed over 3
weather ship on station off the coast
of Greenland. The ship reported
narmal conditions.

he aircraft was on autopilot.

Committee on Aerial Phenomena LT¥ Sk K. and myself were on

(NICAP).
At the time of the event, Lt. B. was

2530 years old, experienced in both

North and South Atlantic flight, with
qualifications in 38 types of aircraft.

NIDENTIFIED

The weather was excellent., The
moaon had set but visibility was good.
Lt. B. and the plane commander,

L ‘ 1m E LT - K., who was in the copilot's

seat, could make out the horizon
clearly.

Asleep in the aircraft were two extra
crews, one a relief for B.'s men, the
other on board as passengers. The
AR50 was at 10,000 feet on a south-

BJECT

A
PROVOCATIVE
TALE

constant watch for other aircraft. |
observed a yellow glow in the
distance about 30 to 35 miles away,
at about the one o'clock position and
below the horizon. My impression
was that there was a small city
ahead, because it was the same
glow you get from a group of lights
on the surface before you get close
enough to pick them out individually.
"Knowing that our course took
us past the tip of Greenland, my
first thought was that we hadn't
yet reached it, that we were behind
schedule and had drifted north, but
remembering that we had passed
over the weather ship, | realized this
was not the case. | called K.'s
attention to the glow and asked him
what he thought it was. He said that
it looked like we were approaching
land. | asked our navigator to check
our position. He did and replied that

13
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we were on flight plan and on course,

“The lights were farther away
than we thought because it took us
eight to ten minutes to get close
enough to where the lights had a
pattern (our ground speed was over
three miles per minute), about 15
or 18 miles away. At that time, due
to the circular pattern of lights, |
got the impression that possibly two
ships were tied up together and that
lights were strung between them
for either transferring cargo from
one to the other ar that one was in
some kind of trouble.

“1 asked the navigator to check
his ship plot. He replied that there
were no ships plotted in this area
and that we were not close to the
shipping lanes anyway. The radio-
man also went on the air to the
weather ship, which verified that
there were no ships in the area.

"Since it was time for Lt. J.’s crew
to relieve us, | had the plane captain
awaken them. When Lt. J. and Lt. M
came up forward, | pointed the lights
out to them. Their only comment
was that it had to be a ship because
it was on the water and we were
overtaking it fast. By this time, we
were five to seven miles away; it
was about 30 degrees to our right;
and we had to look down at about a
45-degree angle. The lights had a
definite circular pattern and were
bright white

“Suddenly, the lights went out.
There appeared a yellow halo on the
water. It turned to arange, to a fiery
red, and then started moving toward
as at a fantastic speed, turning to a
biuvish red around the perimeter
Due to its high speed, its direction
of travel and its size, it looked as
though we were going to be
engulfed. | quickly disengaged the
autopilot and stood by to push the
nose of the plane over in hopes that
we could pass under it because of
the angle at which it was ascending
The relief crew was standing behind
us: everyone began ducking and a
few heads were hit on objects

"It stopped its movement toward
us and began moving along with us
about 45 degrees off the bow to the
right, about 100 feet or so below us
and about 200 to 300 feet in front of
us. It was not in a level position: it’

June 1973

was tilted about 25 degrees.

"It stayed in this position for a
minute or so. It appeared to be from
200 to 300 feet in diameter,
translucent or metallic, shaped like
a saucer. A purple-red glow around
the perimeter was the same type of
glow you get around the commutator
of an auto generator when you
observe it at night.

“When the object moved away
from us, it made no turns, as though
it was backing up about 170 degrees
from the direction from which it
approached us, and was still tilted.
It was only a few seconds before it
was out of sight. (Speed estimated
in excess of 1,500 mph.)

"All of our cameras were within
reach, but no one was calm enough
to think about taking a picture. Most
of us were wondering what it was.
Qur impression was that this was a
controlled craft. It had been either
hovering over the water or sitting
on it: then it detected us and came
up to investigate,

“After Lt. J.'s crew had taken
over, | proLeeded aft and learned
that most of the passengers had
observed the same thing. Since |
was unable to identify the object, |
asked Dr. M., a commander in the
Medical Corps, if he had observed
the object. He replied that he had
and that he did not look further
because it was a flying saucer and
he did not believe in such things. |
immediately returned to the cockpit
and informed the crew to keep quiet
about what we observed because it
might have been our first sighting
of a flying saucer (during those
years when you mentioned you had
such a sighting, you were believed
to be crazy). Lt. J. informed me that
it was too late because he had called
Gander Airfield in Newfoundland to
see if the object could be tracked
by radar.

"When we landed we were met
by intelligence officers. It was
obvious that there had been many
sightings in the same area. . ..
Subsegquently. when we arrived in
the United States, we had to make
a full report and | found out a few
months later than Gander radar did
track the object in excess of
1,800 mph.”

YEARS
_AGO IN

NANEWS

MCAS CHerRY PoINT — A favorite
ready room conversation for Second
Marine Air Wing pilots has been the
story of the “flying saucer™ which re-
cently outsped an F9F Panther jet
flying more than 500 mph.

The jet pilot, 1st Lt. Ed Balocco,
was on a local night flight from ALF
Edenton when alerted by Navy Nor-
folk tower to watch for a silver object
sighted from the pround near the
Morth Carolina-Virginia line.

Over Washington, N.C., the VMF-
224 pilot said, I saw what looked
like an airplane with red lights which
appeared to be below me. .. . It moved
from below me 10,000 feet vertically
in a matter of seconds.”

Balocco said he poured on the coal
and could. not. close. on.the ohject at.
first, then ciosed rapidiy. He won-
sidered it a “big" object, the color “of
white heat and throwing out a glow.
It had what appearcd to be wo red
lights on the lefthand side, flashing and
bouncing ofl the end, inseribing ar

As the object began pulling away
again, the pilot radieed other planes
in the arca to help track it. Diving
toward the spot where the ohject dis-
appearcd, Balocco thought he saw a
flash but was unable to see it again.
By then he was joined by Captain
Thomas W. Riges of the same sqguad-
ron, who sighted an object flving near
the coastline but could not identify it.

Similar flashes were reported by a
Navy pilot from Norfolk and Gerald
Midget of Oriental, N.C. Midget told
of the flash being followed by a ground
fire but no explosion. Marine heli-
copters later searched the area and
found a small forest fire but no traces
of a crash.

The object was first reported by «
helicopter at 1747, Ground control
intercept radar failed to pick it up
but Balocco sighted it about 1800,

Balocco, a veteran of 550 jet hours
and 1,000 flying hours, said visibility
was s0 good that from 20,000 feet at

. Washington he could see the lights at

Norfolk and the Cherry Point beacon.
He had the object in sight three or
four minutes.



