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A few years ago when I first heard
of the "mysterious helicopter
overflights" of several key U.S. Air
Force SAC bases, I treated the whole
matter very lightly. I didn't think it was a
UFO matter. Last year I received over
400 pages of FO1A (Freedom Of
Information Act) documents from the
Fund for UFO Research and read the
pages concerning these overflights and
found to my surprise that the word
helicopter wasn't used very much.

Also, the descriptions of the
objects and their maneuvers sounded
like the UFOs I've been investigating
and researching for over 23 years. Later
on in the documents the word
helicopters becomes UFOs.

Sometimes my research takes me
to areas outside my jurisdiction as state
section director of Posey, Vanderburg,
and Gibson counties. During late 19831
came in contact with an individual who
had witnessed a strange and somewhat
sinister event that took place at
NORAD, the North American
Aerospace Defense Command, at the
same period of time as those famous
overflights.

, It was a full-scale Security Option 5
Alert, and UFOs and investigators from
the "Air Force UFO Division" were part
of the picture. I also obtained some
information about the codes used in the
25 pages of data that I had in my
personal possession on those
overflights.

Before I present the report about
NORAD's alert, I would like to make a
statement about the overf l ight
documents and their implications. We
have always felt that what we obtained
from the FOIA lawsuit was merely the
tip of the iceberg and that what was
released was for counter intelligence
purposes and to act as a "sanitized
pressure relief valve."

It is obvious that there is far more
that is being withheld. The pages we
have on the overflights are incomplete

reports; most of the follow-up data is
. missing. The reams of reports and
comments are still withheld. The pages
we have represent only communication
from computer to computer or
operator to operator.

In other words, the initial filing
only! The documents actually say
(according to my informant who served
in Air Force security at NORAD), "I'm
making a report. It's up to you to make
your report, etc."

NORAD is the National Combat
Operations Center and is based at
Cheyenne Mountain, Colorado. The
Command Post is located deep inside
the .mountain and supposedly can
withstand a 10-megaton direct hit.
UFOs raise quite a bit of havoc when
sighted by military people and detected
on radar near any sensitive military
installation, but especially at Cheyenne
Mountain.

When bonafide UFOs violate
airspace over NORAD's CP, there
should be serious concern. In late
October 1975; there was enough
concern to go into a Security Option 5
Alert.

Nobody was allowed to enter the
base, except cleared, high-ranking
officers or cleared security patrols. No
one was to leave. Those personnel on
base who had just completed duty were
rolled out of bed. Jet interceptors were
scrambled into the air. In fact,
everything they put in the air during an
attack on the U.S. was airborne!

The men had worked the third shift
of duty at NORAD and came off about
eight in the morning. Everybody in the
group of approximately nine or ten men
went home, got their hunting and
camping gear together and met at the
home of one of the guys. They then
took off for one of their routine hunting
trips, one of the things they liked to do
together.

One of the fellows who was
supposed to go wound up on radar

Entrance to Cheyenne Mountain

duty, a circumstance that later proved
valuable as evidence for what happened
at the Mountain that day.

Another man in the group later
became a pilot for United Airlines and a
couple of years later secured some
information about an airline case that
occurred the same evening as their
ALERT. United had filed a UFO report
with the Air Force!

To start off, my informant told me,
"We weren't drunk!" He said that they
had been hunting all day and they had
sat down and ate a late dinner near a
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warm, cozy fire and were getting ready
to turn in.

One of the guys thought he saw a
shooting star. There appeared to be
some unusual animal activity/noise for
about 15 minutes. It was late, between
10 PM and midnight. One of the other
fellows said, "Well, there's two of
them!"

So, they stopped, kindled the fire
down , and eventually put it out
completely.

What they then saw were three
distinctly different lights (riot on one
object, but separate) moving to a point
to where they blurred across the
horizon and then they would stop,
move back in the opposite direction
and then move away from them to a
point where they almost couldn't see
them anymore. Then the lights would
move again.

"We were thinking our eyes were
playing tricks on us until they lined up
almost abreast of each other and
proceeded directly toward the
Mountain," continues Mr. E (as I shall
ca l l h i m ) . R i g h t a f t e r th i s
(approximately 6 to 8 minutes later)
they heard the buzzers go and'the
Mountain went on alert!

At this point they, themselves,
scrambled, got all their gear packed up
quickly and headed for the Mountain
and their posts. They had been on leave
10 to 12 hours but were still on call,
attached to ' the security of the
Mountain, except for the pilot. So they
hustled back as their orders dictated.

Fronv their campsite to the
Mountain was a drive of about 45
minutes to an hour, and they drove
there in a hurry, entering the gate at
0210. They showed their passes and
were admitted (only because they were
part of the base's security). They were
not given a chance to change clothes
and were still in their hunting gear.

They grabbed their weapons and
went to their assigned posts and stayed
on alert until 0600, when the alert was
"stepped down."

Later, the fellow who had been on
radar duty reported he had tracked
UFOs for a good 20 minutes. Two or
three days later, they were all together
again and they asked him if he had
6
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tracked anything on his radar, and he
said he had.

He reported that it was "weird"
and proceeded to describe it to them,
word for word, what they also had seen
visually. At first it was very erratic (the
movement of the first UFO as stated
by Mr. E).

Mr. E stated to me later that there
appeared to be trails behind the objects
at the time. The description sounds as if
it could have been what we call
"persistence of vision" where a lighted
object leaves a fading image behind it as
it moves quickly across a dark
background.

A couple of days later, one of the
group mentioned to someone that
they had seen some lighted objects
right before the alert. Some of the men
in the group started checking into the
records as to the reason for the
scramble and security alert and found
that nothing had been filed! They then
started asking around to see if they
could find something, anything, to
explain the occurrence at the base. It
was then that the AF "UFO people"
showed up!

Mr. E referred to the investigators
as the Air Force UFO Division,
"whatever they were called — came out
to talk to us." They interviewed the
group (and who else at NORAD?) one
by one and everyone's story matched,
even the radar operator's, where the
UT's (Uncorre la ted Targets)
maneuvered for over 20 minutes.

He filed a report with the AF
investigators. He was told to ignore it
and continue about his business, not to
worry about it.

• The group was ordered at that
time not to mention the incident. "As
long as we were in uniform, we were not
to discuss it with anyone other than
military personnel with an official need-
to-know and the fellows from the Air
Force's investigating team that came
out to talk to us." They told the group
that they had seen navigational lights or
landing lights.

Mr. E stated that his group had all
been in Viet Nam and were familiar
with navigation lights. They had seen
night fighters working, taking off and
landing many times. These were not
navigation lights.

They were told by the investigators
that their report could not be taken
seriously since they couldn't describe a
shape or color, other than white, like a
shooting star.

It would appear that the Air Force
was very glad that that is all the men
could report. We in the private UFO
groups know that nocturnal lights are
important evidence, especially in
conjunction with better quality reports
and radar cases as back-up evidence.

It is also strange that the men were
asked not to relate their stories to
anyone "outside." They were told that
the incident fell under a document
which Mr. E recognized as Publication
6, Vol. 5.1 am aware of it, but do not as
yet have a copy. However, I do know
that it is a CIRVIS document
(Communications Instructions for
Reporting Vital Intelligence Sightings)
and falls under the Communications
Act of 1934 with severe penalties or
fines attached to it.

Also, Mr. E kept saying that "They
played it off like it wasn't anything." Yet,
a Security Option 5 Alert is very
serious, indeed. The overflight
documents mention a Security Option
3 being exercised, with UFOs showing
"Clear Intent" near a weapon storage
area.

When some of the group tried to
check the records, they could find no
evidence of an alert. "We couldn't find
anything in the records that were
available to us," said Mr. E. "Now, we
didn't try to get into clearance areas,
but the records that were available to us
were primarily security records."
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15 UFOS SEEN OVER EAST TEXAS
By JOHN F. SCHUESSLER
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On Wednesday, February 1,1984,
a Montgomery County family, man,
wife and three daughters, watched 15
Unidentified Flying Objects move
slowly overhead from east to west. The
parade of objects started about 9:15 PM
and continued for about 45 minutes
over the small town of Plum Grove.

Mrs. Vickie Landrum, herself a
victim of a close encounter with a large
diamond-shpaed object accompanied
by military-type helicopters, said the
recent incident occurred only a few
miles from where her sighting
happened in 1980.

"The witnesses just moved to East
Texas and started new jobs" she said.
"They are afraid their employer will
think they are crazy or something and
fire them."

The objects were described as
being triangular shaped and as large as
a Boeing 747 airliner. The first object
came over the house showing just one
light, then many different colored lights
came on.

It was followed immediately by a
second object of the same descripton.
The first one would move and the
second would move up and then the
first one would move again.

The first six objects came in twos
as described above. Later, single
objects crossed the sky.

The witnesses said the objects
were silent except for a slight whirring
sound audible when they were directly
overhead. They described the sound as
completely unlike the noise made by a
helicopter or regular airplane.

A . neighbor woman said her
television set started messing up about
the same time as the incident. She said
she saw the lights in the sky from her
window, but she never went outside.
Her husband said he thought a bunch of
airplanes must be going over and he
wished they would stop.

A sketch of the objects showed
they were shaped more like an ice
cream cone with the rounded end
forward as they flew.

Although this is a variation on the
common triangle shape, it is not unlike
the shape of the huge object seen near
Huffman, Texas, on December 29,
1980. Because Huffman and Plum
Grove are only a few miles apart, one
could speculate that something very
unusual is going on over the forests of
East Texas.

When the witnesses called various
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Even the files of the radar man of
the group were devoid of any mention
of any alert. It appeared that all material
relating to the event had been pulled!

Within about 60 days, everyone in
the group received a written reprimand
for drinking on duty, which none of
them had done. In fact, they weren't
even on duty at the time of the sighting.
The men were reportedly not abused or
mistreated. Nor were there any stripes
pulled or were any of the men "passed
over" by their superiors. They simply
received a written reprimand, which
came "out of nowhere, dated the same
day as the sightings," a copy of which
was put in their 201 file.

The radar man, who is still in the
Air Force, received the letter
mentioning drinking on duty and
dereliction of duty. He was the only one
who lost a promotion about six months
later, simply because this was on his
record.

In the overflight documents there
is one page that states, and I quote, "3)
HQ USAF/DADF also forwarded a
copy of a NORAD document for a
review for possible downgrade and
release. We have determined the
document is properly and currently
classified and is exempt from disclosure
under Public Law 90-23, 5 USC
552b(l)."

Signed, Col. Terrence C. James
USAF, Director of Administration"

agencies for assistance, they were given
the classic run around. Some officials
reacted with tongue-in-cheek, while
others suggested they call someone
else. Again, the public has not been
served by their local, state, and national
officials in a time of need. Fifteen
unidentified flying objects, witnessed by
five honest and sober people, should be
cause for at least a mild level of
concern, not something to be ignored.

The lady called the Splendora
Police Department to get them to go
outside and look while the objects were
flying over. The dispatcher made fun of
her and told her they could not send
anyone out at that time. Then she was
told to call the FAA at 443-1333. She
also tried calling the Cleveland
Municipal Airport and the Advocate
newspaper. The newspaper people
were courteous and did a short article
on the incident.

The FAA was not able to help.
They said to call the Flight Service
Center at 644-7386. The Flight Service
Center said to call 643-6504, an aviation
office that could tell her about any
military maneuvers that may have been
going on at the time.

The aviation office person verified
some maneuvers were taking place, but
referred her to Ellington Air Force Base
for details. She contacted Bill Stumball,
Air Field Manager at Ellington (481-
1400, ext. 2205), who verified some
helicopter maneuvers over the Gulf of
Mexico during the early evening. All
units had landed by 9:15 pm.

She called back to the Aviation
Office again and was told some
confusing story about Fort Hood saying
that the Army reserve was on
maneuvers in that area from Fort Dix in
Arkansas. Again, Ellington officials said
there was no record of such flights.

All these groups achieved their
apparent goal — to make the task of
getting information as difficult as
possible. The mystery continues.


