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Glowing Auras and ‘Black Money’: 
The Pentagon’s Mysterious U.F.O. 
Program 
 

Bondosan 
 Crab Key 26 minutes ago 
Er...this is a very peculiar article. 
 
Yes, the fact that the money went to a billionaire friend of Harry Reid's is very concerning. 
 
On the other hand, if, as the piece claims, actual physical objects have been found and are 
being stored and studied, then this really should be public knowledge. 
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Amy 
 Brooklyn 26 minutes ago 
This is the best argument I've heard today for the Republican plans to cut the size of 
government. 
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• 1Recommend 

Peter S 
 Western Canada 26 minutes ago 
Don't worry, any visitors must have long ago decided there is no intelligent life here; they 
know we have nuclear weapons, and that they are aimed at ourselves. 
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Shay 
 New York 26 minutes ago 
Unlike many of the clips and "evidence" seen in the past, Now we have the NYTimes getting 
some facts through the door. The question is, what now? This article brings so many 
questions. I want a follow-up!  
 
* What did they find out? 
* Where all this phenomenon explained? 
* Are there any evidence that such a program was is still in existence? 
* What happens in other countries? 
* Almost as if Area 51 was not to be mentioned... why? This is the right area (and the right 
senator?)  
 
Keep it coming! 

• Reply 
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Joe B. 
 Center City 26 minutes ago 
Three people decide to spend millions to chase ghosts. Isn't this already a TV show? 
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John 
 earth 26 minutes ago 
A politician giving his buddy tens of millions in taxpayer money. What a shock. This would 
probably have far more credibility if the money had gone to someone who wasn't a buddy of 
Reid. 
 
Maybe the UFOs are humans time traveling from the future. If there is alien life (most likely 
there is) then I have a hard time believing that it'd waste its time coming to this planet unless 
it is just to get a laugh at what a joke humanity has become. 
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woodswoman 
 boston 26 minutes ago 
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The US Military has been studying this phenomena for decades, spurred on by reports of 
encounters from credible and experienced personnel. To suppose that their interest has died a 
natural death is simply unreasonable, given the seriousness of the subject. Just as we haven't 
known about Reid's efforts till now, we'll no doubt be reading the disclosures of continued 
efforts by our government to understand the nature and origin of UAP's at some point in the 
future. 
The NY Times has opened the door for other well respected publications to begin a legitimate 
conversation on the subject; they are to be commended for it. Perhaps now the discussion will 
be elevated from the realms of voodoo theory and knee jerk skepticism into an intelligent, 
scientific discourse upon what so many pilots and nuclear personnel, as well as the public, 
have been reporting upon for years. I can think of nothing more exciting than the possibility 
that we are not here in the universe alone. 
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Nina 
 MT 27 minutes ago 
Having an Advanced Aerospace Threat Identification is almost hilarious. Of course the 
military would consider these as "threats", but honestly our "advanced" technology could not 
even come close to whatever is advanced enough to be zooming around and coming to visit. 
Perhaps music and the arts would a wiser greeting for such a phenomenon and not the 
Pentagon's "everything is a threat" program. 
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Minnie 
 Paris 27 minutes ago 
Cool ! Thanks NYT for the article. Humans who think UFOs / alien life doesn't exist are 
woefully self-important. Statistically, we simply cannot be the center of universe. 
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Margaret 
 Fl 27 minutes ago 
What else do we have Harry Reid to thank for besides sci fi nonsense and the "nuclear option" 
he instituted during the Obama administration, which means no more filibusters, no more 60 
votes needed to get anything through Congress. 
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I am shaking with anger at the waste of tax payer money, considering we live almost in a third 
world country, poverty wise, and our infrastructure is literally falling apart. Oh, and the 
deficit. Etc.  
 
How absurd. One little man from Nevada, and look at the bill he ran up. 
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Steve Fankuchen 
 Oakland, CA 27 minutes ago 
Of course this research has to be classified. That's the only way we can prevent the aliens 
from learning that they do, in fact, exist.  
 
Nonetheless, we do need to take precautions in case they hack into the Pentagon's computers. 
We must make Will Smith the new director of the program and broadcast "Independence 
Day" on all channels from Areceibo, Mauna Kea, and the Very Large Array, so they'll know 
not to mess with us. 
 
We also need to seriously consider the behavioral evidence emanating from the Oval Office 
that aliens already have taken up residence here. In addition, I have it from unidentifiable, 
unimpeachable sources that Presidential tweets have been identified as originating in Alpha 
Centauri. 
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Richard 
 New Jersey 27 minutes ago 
Quite a sophisticated way for a government official to channel taxpayer money to a friend. 
Sad. 
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Hans Starlife 
 Helsingborg, Sweden 27 minutes ago 
Everyone always links UFOs with aliens. It doesn't matter what it is: as soon as you noticed 
something unidentified or unexplained - anything - it's in everyone's interest to investigate it, 
and provide enough funding for this. 
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BlueWaterSong 
 California 27 minutes ago 
Seriously, nobody noticed it was just a fly on the lens? 
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MaryKayklassen 
 Mountain Lake, Minnesota 27 minutes ago 
Being worried about what the Russian government is capable of here on earth in regards to 
hacking, cutting underwater transatlanticcables that carry transactions for Amazon, online 
banking, international phone calls, intelligence, is in my opinion where time and money 
should be spent. 
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Joel 
 Ann Arbor 27 minutes ago 
Pardon my skepticism. Not at the possible existence of UFOs, but at the folly of spending 
money on research. People who still find it possible to deny the existence of climate change 
after decades of nearly-incontrovertible evidence are unlikely to accept the existence of what 
they'll quickly brand as "little green men". #FAKENEWS 
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Mitzi Reinbold 
 Oley, PA 27 minutes ago 
Disclaimer: I write stories with a bit of a paranormal/supernatural bent and I have a Facebook 
page that posts articles about weird things (www.facebook.com/MitziFlyteAuthor) 
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For hundreds of years most of the natural phenomena we accept now in the 21st Century were 
considered magical or supernatural. Scientific evidence-based discovery (bad words these 
days) was based on people of knowledge looking at some "supernatural" and saying, "What is 
that really?" 
Therefore, how can a department (no matter whose department it is...) that reviews these 
phenomena and attempts to define them be wrong? 
Imagine what we could find in our universe if we open our minds? You don't need a tinfoil 
hat to want to explore what could be real. 
Luis Elizondo, is retired as director and won't name is successor. Maybe, we can hope, it's a 
man named Mulder. 
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• Recommend 

Ena Arel 
 Massachusetts 27 minutes ago 
I am curious what prompted the publication of this article at this time.... The government has 
made announcements of doing research on UFOs and ESP in the past. Was it the fact that the 
protagoninst resigned? Was it the formation of the new school? 
Furthermore, the possibility that branch races coexist on the planet with us is not explored. 
ETs may be unlikely, but a race living under the ocean (which is largely unexplored) is less 
unlikely. Furthermore, Europe, Russia, China, and Chile have made similar studies and 
publically announced many cases still being unexplained. 
What got me in the article is that there is alleged stockpiles of tangible evidence of beyond-
next-generation technology. This evidence was not from any country, apparently. "Now that 
is interesting..." (to quote movie Contact). 
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Josh 
  
27 minutes ago 
The credulity indicated by this article is rather disturbing. Thankfully, the editor demanded 
interviews of Seager and Oberg, but the problem here is that these reports, such as they are, 
do not have the quality that a scientist requires. Astronomers all know that strange things are 
seen from time-to-time. The ones that are best measured are almost always identified. 
(c.f. http://sites.psu.edu/astrowright/2013/12/01/astronomers-and-ufos/} The ones that are less 
well-documented get put on the pile of "unidentified". The leap from "I saw a light" to 
"Aliens are among us" is a vast one that fails a simple test called "Ockham's Razor". A good 
investigative report would have looked into how such a razor could be (and apparently has 
been) taken to these claims. 
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ExhaustedFightingForJusticeEveryDay 
 In America 27 minutes ago 
This is very similar to a hyper secretive programs on mind control, and all kinds of 
neurological manipulations, that few people wrote about decades after they left their CIA 
and/or secret military intelligence research programs. You can catch books on these on 
Amazon. Some of these issues were used in novels and movies, like Bourne Identity one 
supposes. 
 
Not only was that frightening, disturbing and extremely undemocratic...but it is also the kind 
of stuff that works against safe survival and development of the human race.  
 
Men, especially White men, can destroy the world with their secret research used for control 
and domination, even through wars. Human species can become extinct with nuclear, 
chemical and biological weapons, and skewed policies that embrace exploitation, extreme 
inequality and wars 
 
One thing I am grateful for is that I never had kids in the US, and that I stayed in a place like 
Cal, among more educated progressive Americans, Whites and Immigrants for some time. 
Outside that tiny world America is dangerously unenlightened and misdirected, even among 
some East Coast elites. 
 
When Brown social scientists write about this politely, using relevant data, and using less 
harsh words...nobody listens. But those same people will listen to Bill Maher's vulgar 
outrageous political comments..no matter how true.  
 
It appears good Social scientists with knowledge and values have been sidelined and 
dismissed. Maybe that is why some issues come up too late. 
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Elizabeth Guss 
 New Mexico, USA 27 minutes ago 
We do not accept intelligent life from "other" political parties in this country, nor do we 
accept intelligent life from other countries. I do not think that this country is ready for 
intelligent life from other planets, galaxies, etc. 
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mlbex 
 California 28 minutes ago 
In the summer of 1977, the sky would periodically light up behind Mt Tamulpais in Marin 
County, CA, as you looked from Larkspur towards the coast. I would see one or two flashes, 
as might be created by lightning flashes. However the weather was clear, and there were no 
reports of lightning.  
 
No one could ever explain this phenomenon. Military exercises? Someone in Bolinas would 
have seen ships or aircraft.  
 
OK, it wasn't an 'object', it was a flash, but it was in the sky, it was unidentified, and it 
happened many times over a period of weeks. 
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Réal Morrissette 
 Sherbrooke, Qc, Canada 28 minutes ago 
I find it very strange that objects with off this earth capacities interacting with very credible 
military men in their craft do not generate more research. If the military do feel that it is not a 
threat then it must be because they think those "craft" are not airplanes from another country. 
The scientist are quick to dismiss those unexplained sightings as probably natural phenomena 
but do not investigate the matter. Hum...It seems like unscientific attitude to me! 
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Steve 
 Philadelphia 28 minutes ago 
Kodos and Kang are fictional characters on the Simpsons, not real aliens. We needn’t have 
spent $22 million of taxpayer money investigating them or other fantasies. The nearest star to 
ours is 4.25 light years away, so with such great distances we may sleep soundly without need 
to fear alien invasion. 
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GreedRulesUS 
 Santa Barbara 28 minutes ago 
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Things that frighten us include things that outpace our most current technology by eons. 
Perhaps most is the fact that those in power cannot allow information that there are other 
beings that are not only of this earth, but are millions, billions or trillions of years more 
advanced than anything that has thus far survived or stayed on this earth. We may even refer 
to these beings as GOD. Mankind allows GREED to interfere with their acceptance of "The 
Truth". If there is one spiritual saying that rings true, that would be that GOD is "The Truth". 
Unfortunately we have allowed our rulers to turn "GOD" into an invisible all powerful all 
seeing man to whom we must follow orders passed to us through "rulers" of churches that are 
simply an essential part of any oligarchy. 
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Cory 
 St. Louis 28 minutes ago 
Daniel Inouye was arguably the greatest senator in US history and no stranger to secret 
government programs. His investigations and oversight were central to bringing the CIA’s 
post WWII Paperclip programs like MKUltra to public light. He was not an advocate for 
shadowy or wasteful ops programs so to sign off on this and allocate funds he must have seen 
serious value and necessity in it. If he was thumbs up on this, I’m actually intrigued. 
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alex 
 indiana 28 minutes ago 
There are many real physical phenomena we do not fully understand, which can explain many 
mysterious observations. They involve neither space aliens nor Area 51. Curious readers can 
start by looking up "ball lightning". 
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Tournachonadar 
 Illiana 28 minutes ago 
Fascism relied on the occult and the inexplicable to bolster its unholy grip on the reins of 
power and society while it existed briefly in the third and fourth decades of the 20th century. 
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Extreme-right viewpoints need a supernatural foundation to establish hegemony, whether it's 
a monarch claiming the divine right of kings or an Austrian corporal pretending that 
Nostradamus and his personal astrologer decreed his fate was to rule over the countries under 
the influence of Leo (central Europe). This UFO business may be ascribed to a similar 
phenomenon where the self-styled pseudo-scientific elite claims that they have a mandate to 
rule over the rest of us from these beings. Like many bizarre phenomena, this may or may not 
obtain in the universe but even so, UFOs probably won't change anyone's daily life 
substantially.... 
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Paul O 
 NYC 28 minutes ago 
These objects may also be from a community of humans right here on Earth somewhere – 
advanced enough to make these things, as well as to know why and how to keep themselves 
hidden. Isn’t this likelier than them being from some other planet – not one hint of life having 
yet been found on any? And our planet is more than teeming with life. 
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Dan Solo 
 California 1 hour ago 
If there was a box weighing 100 pounds labeled “beetle specimens” and the US government 
tasked a group of biologists to label each individual specimen inside the box with its scientific 
name and at the end of 10 years that group had 700 specimens with no name to attach to them, 
wouldn’t it be weird if the government declared 100 pounds minus 700 specimens sufficiently 
labeled then declare those 700 specimens secret and lock them away in a vault? 
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NK 
 India 1 hour ago 
We always seem to refer to aliens as "intelligent" creatures. If they keep expending resources 
to come gawk at us, are they really that intelligent? We are a bad TV serial that's been going 
on for generations, with every so-called plot twist, just a repetition of something that has 
happened before. 
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P-Lo 
 Chicago 1 hour ago 
The greatest technology on the planet, and the best they have is some blurry footage of a 
random blob. Hardly convincing. Just more distractions for the public and more money for the 
DOD. 
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CJ13 
 America 1 hour ago 
I think it was my in-laws coming to visit. They're always showboating with their new toys. 
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Paul Abrahams 
 Deerfield, Massachusetts 1 hour ago 
If an object is flying and has not been identified, then it is by definition a UFO. That in no 
way implies that it has anything to do with aliens, extraterrestials, or anything like that. The 
ufologists claim that they have in fact identified these objects, but there are plenty of reasons 
to question their assumptions. 
 
Yes, UFOs undoubtedly exist almost by definition, but that proves only that our abilities to 
identify things in the sky are limited. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

lilly 
 ny 1 hour ago 
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Why not? We invest so much money in nonsense research and regulation, let there be at least 
something interesting. I'm waiting to see if they find me new friends :) It reminds me the 
argument for or against near death experience of some people. Good luck... 
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J 
 California 1 hour ago 
Conspiracy or Corruption? 
These days it can be hard to tell. 
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Clearwater 
 Oregon 1 hour ago 
On Feb. 10, 2016 at 5:15 in the morning I stepped out onto my driveway. I was starting my 
work day - the last day of a job I was no longer contracted to be paid for so I wanted to start it 
early and finish early. Almost like a voice within deep in my brain said "look up - look to this 
certain spot". I look up and in the sky at the edge and beyond a wispy cloud was an, for lack 
of better description, a Blue Electric Halo, traveling from Northeast to Southwest.  
 
Off to the side a super huge bright "star like" light, twice the size of Jupiter at it's biggest, 
came on and then off. A moment later the bright light came on and off but this time directly in 
the center of the Halo. Then it came on directly in front of the Halo and stayed on. The Halo 
continued to travel in the same direction but now with the light leading it. It was absolutely 
silent. Matter of fact all other natural noises and even the noise from the very distant freeway 
which is always there as a din in the background could not be heard. All was silent until the 
phenomena passed. 
 
I could feel that what I was looking at was not a natural thing. I could feel that deep inside 
me. It was like the first time a doe sees an automobile or something similar. That thing in the 
sky was in charge. It was the "advanced one" between it and me. 
 
13 other people reported it, along with myself on the National UFO Reporting Centers site. 
Others in that group reported seeing far stranger things that morning. 
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Chris 
 SW PA 1 hour ago 
You can't do science in secret. The money was wasted. There may be some interesting 
phenomena that could be discovered by a real scientific study. I doubt aliens from another 
planet have visited us. The likelihood of life elsewhere in the universe is high and also the 
likelihood of intelligent life seems high as well. However, most intelligent life arises from 
animals who are driven by survival against nature. These survival mechanism are hard wired 
into the intelligent animals. Therefore when these animals develop technology they cannot 
lose their animalistic tendencies and thus develop technology that destroys the nature that they 
are genetically wired to war against. The animals destroy themselves with their technology. 
So they can never develop to a level of technology that would allow space travel and so they 
cannot visit us because they are dead. This is why talk of space travel by humans is silly and 
wasteful, because humankind will be dead from it's own hands far before we can develop 
space travel. 
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Ken Morris 
 Connecticut 1 hour ago 
The search for extraterrestrial intelligence is a legitimate pursuit. Chasing flying saucers, not 
so much. If outer space aliens are visiting Earth and don't want us to know about it, I have to 
figure that they possess the capability to conceal themselves. They traveled many, many light 
years to get here. Surely it isn't necessary for them to hover about in plain sight within Earth's 
atmosphere. 
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steve 
 nyc 1 hour ago 
A proposal: Give me the $22 million and I will produce whatever evidence will confirm your 
pre-determined conclusion. Honestly. Trust me. 
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PT 
 New York 1 hour ago 
You had me until I read that most of the funds went to Mr. Reid’s good friend; I have no 
reason to believe we are unique in the universe but this reeks of cronyism. 
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Dick Grayson 
 New York 1 hour ago 
Upstate New York : Mmany years ago, in my back yard, my young daughter and I 'thought' 
we observed what I described as UFO. Afterwards, she inquired,"Are they really UFOs?" 
"Yes they are Unidentified Flying Objects." I did add that "only if the morning papers 
reported masses of People witnessing the same phenomenon, were it actually True". 
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Fleabell 
 Riverside, IL 1 hour ago 
So use the taxpayers' money, but decide that "such extraordinary discoveries (require) 
heightened security" to stay secret, why? How 1950s. 
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Betsey 
 Connecticut 1 hour ago 
The San Diego UFO is exactly as an anthropology professor described seeing over the jungle 
in Borneo, thirty years ago. The entire village watched it for about fifteen minutes; then it shot 
straight up into the sky. 
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clancy 
 NY 1 hour ago 
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The only thing that makes me doubt UFO stories and sightings is that any sightings that are 
recorded are always blurry and grainy. I think if it was 1956 ok but with todays high 
resolution technology? Gimme a break! 
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Humongus humongus 
 Hadennfield N.J. 1 hour ago 
I witnessed the proverbial green men, back in 1980 West Germany, I was in U.S. Army 3 ID 
A co. 1/64 armor, there was an alert called across Germany, we mustered in the forests around 
Hohenfels, I've seen one at around 3am, I noticed it observing us from the tree line, it was an 
outline of a man, but much taller, a see thru green energy, it glided from the tree lined and 
climbed my tank , I was in the turret, paralyzed with fear, it was an incredible site, it felt like 
it was checking us out, like it was observing us, everyone else was asleep, eventually it glided 
away, I woke everyone up, screaming. No one believed me, but it wound up in a report, a 
month later an officer showed to interview me, he suggested it was a side effect from night 
vision device. I periodically read about similar experiences from other people and soldiers. 
Famous guitarist Slash had similar experience, he described it , to a tee what I have seen. 
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Wayside Zebra 
 Vt 1 hour ago 
I like the comments from people who don't want to believe there is anything that cannot be 
explained as natural. I was once in a NORAD unit when we had radar that would have located 
the 9-11 hijacked jets, which we could not find after they turned off the IFF (so we were told). 
That means it was very advanced.  
 
We saw things that could not be explained, like objects moving at 4000 MPH and making 
almost 90 degree turns. Often when such things were reported to the duty commander, the 
systems were shut down with the explanation of a computer malfunction. Sometimes the 
incidents were classified so no one could talk about them.  
 
Then there were incidents like objects shadowing aircraft landing, with competent USAF 
ground observers and radar images as large as a B52 and KC135 docked for refueling, and 
minutes just over the horizon where the UFO went there were locks at missile launch control 
facilities turned off their settings with no tracks in the snow and no tracks around the 
parameter...  
 
No one on this planet has ever had that capability. ...But its all a waste of money. 
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knockatize 
 Up North 1 hour ago 
The real stunner here is that the program was shut down instead of being allowed to bloat 
indefinitely based on a powerful congressmember's say-so. 
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Paul E. Vondra 
 Bellevue PA 1 hour ago 
Why does the UFO discussion always come down the idea that the whole thing is a bunch if 
baloney or we are seeing the 5:02 from Zeta Reticuli. Alien interstellar spaceships may be the 
most conventional explanation of the phenomenon, not the least.There are plenty of 
possibilities between baloney and little green aliens. If UFOs do truly represent some sort of 
unknown phenomenon than it would be best to keep an open mind on the subject especially 
by those who think they have one already but have never considered ideas that may be even 
"farther out" than space aliens. 
I throw out ONE as pure speculation: If time travel is ever developed , even ten million years 
from now, then by definition it exists "now." If UFOs were transporting post-human 
EARTHLINGS as either tourists or historical scholars (or both)it would be easier to accept 
their great numbers and aversion to serious contact with all but perhaps an isolated few with 
few if any witnesses. It would also explain their humanoid appearance through the ages -- it 
would be far less likely that evolution, determined by countless chance events and sequences 
of events, would have followed so similar a path elsewhere. 
I am not advocating this is an answer to the mystery, just bringing it up because this paradigm 
of little green interstellar voyagers or baloney, to the exclusion of all else, has gotten us 
nowhere. 
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Anthony 
 Seattle 1 hour ago 
......and what is the utility of this double reverse about the existence of these programs ? What 
value is being masked in denying the vast extent of long-ongoing identification, pursuit, 
capture, storage and de-engineering of these phenomena ? 
 
"There might be sumpin, sumpin there, so we spent 22 million"; if this is the beard for black 
ops they are willing to acknowledge, the true figures must be staggering--all without public 
oversight--that is getting scary ? 
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Jon Harrison 
 Poultney, VT 1 hour ago 
I wish I could join other commenters in complimenting the Times for this coverage, but 
considering that the Times belittled the subject for decades, I can only say "better late than 
never." 
 
The government activity detailed here is only the tip of a decades-old iceberg. There is a vast 
literature on the subject of UFOs, much of which is garbage, but there are many good and 
rigorous books dealing with the subject, including the ongoing interest of the military and the 
intelligence services in the phenomenon. I might recommend in particular the journalist Leslie 
Kean's book "UFOs" (Harmony Books, 2010), but there are many others.  
 
The article correctly points out that some other countries (France in particular) have been 
more open and accepting of the data and have conducted good research, some which has been 
made public. The English-speaking countries have been the most close-mouthed by far. 
 
It seems clear than an intelligence of some kind with a technology superior to our own has 
been present in our airspace and indeed on the earth itself for a considerable period of time, 
perhaps centuries. A common error is to jump to the conclusion that we are dealing with 
aliens from outer space. In fact there are other possibilities to consider. 
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SouthernView 
 Virginia 1 hour ago 
A hidden program, created by a single powerful Senator, the bulk of whose funding goes to a 
billionaire friend--and, I presume, contributor--of the Senator, carried out by military officers 
with no accountability to the public. Now we know for sure: Democrats as well as Donald 
Trump are turning the United States into a third world kleptocracy molded on the Putin 
model. 
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JFA 
 NY NY 1 hour ago 
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I believe that in today's day and age with cameras being EVERYWHERE (a meteor cant even 
speed out of the sky without a dozen people catching it on their cell phones or dash cams) that 
we would have seen some pretty moving video by now if there was as many legitimate 
sightings as people claim. 
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Elizabeth Guss 
 New Mexico, USA 1 hour ago 
Loosely, it seems an UFO is anything that flies in the skies to which we cannot conclusively 
attach a name, establish an identity, explain as phenomenon, or determine a point of origin. 
We who live here in NM seem to have a lot of experience with them - not including Roswell, 
even!  
 
I firmly believe that UFOs exist. What they are, obviously, is a mystery, but only the 
government could come up with the idea that study of UFOs has to be kept top secret. After 
all, if people knew what they were, they wouldn't be UFOs anymore. 
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NYT Pick 
Thomas D. Dial 
 Salt Lake City, UT 1 hour ago 

It may be worthwhile to spend a modest amount on a program to collect and analyze data 
related to apparent observations of aerial phenomena that have no obvious immediate 
explanation. Whether around $7 million a year is an appropriate amount may be subject to 
debate. 
 
The warning flag comes out, however, with the mention that Harold Puthoff, of remote 
viewing notoriety, is associated with this even remotely. "Skeptical Inquirer" has had, over 
the years, a number of articles that suggest he and his former associate Russell Targ were, on 
the most charitable interpretation, gullible and unwitting tools of the illusionist Uri Geller and 
others. Puthoff's emergence as a spokesperson for the undertaking does not speak well for its 
scientific seriousness. 
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Douglas Chapman 
 Uruguay, South America 1 hour ago 
Mr. Elizondo said, “there remains a vital need to ascertain capability and intent of these 
phenomena for the benefit of the armed forces and the nation.” 
 
We might expect the DOD to show some interest. Beyond that, my personal shock is about 
America's lack of imagination, stultified curiosity about the world around them, let alone the 
universe. It seems that the days are gone in what was once a great country of childlike interest 
that led to industry, the arts, building of great dams, bridges, cities and . . . and spaceships! 
Medicine, architecture, diplomacy and social cohesiveness in the face of financial and 
political stress. What happened to the "great American"? 
 
My opinion is that it died under the boot of a government and financial industry that crushed 
the average citizen. America's imagination withered under a rule of law that laid aside 
wisdom and justice and beneath a government respected neither by the world nor a majority 
of its own people. 
 
Nobody denies the greatness of the American idea. But quick, it's fading. This article's 
challenge is an opportunity to relight the candle of passionate interest--if not for the thrill, at 
least for interest in prepared survival for the unknown. 
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James 
 Here there and everywhere 28 minutes ago 
@Douglas Chapman: 
 
On the whole I agree with your well-stated critique and observations.  
 
I'll add into the mix a major component which has directly lead to the waning intellectual 
quotient of the American populous: the erosion into inanity of what passes for television in 
our country. One upon a time the news on the whole was objective and of substance, as was 
much of the evening viewing. Certainly there was Gilligan's Island, Gomer Pyle and their 
"peers" (which I watched regularly, mea culpa), but we all understood such programming to 
be purely comic relief, not meant to emulated nor worshiped . . .  
 
Somewhere along the line shows utterly lacking in intelligence such as Survivor (as fake as it 
was, many apparently did not realize this somehow) and -- mind-boggling -- the massive 
following of the Kardashians is prima facie evidence that our national IQ has fallen below the 
red line, well into critical care remedies (none on the horizon). We are dumbiing ourselves 
down steadily, day by day, because, apparently, Critical Thinking and thoughtful analysis is 
not only just to hard, but just as likely "boring."  
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A pity, and quite sad, even tragic. 
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gammoner98 
 Newport, RI 1 hour ago 
Thank you for publishing this. It's been a long time coming. Over the years, there have been 
several excellent and hard to ignore books on the topic, written by sane, reliable sources. 
Avoiding research into a fascinating phenomena that seems inconceivable to some, is no 
different than insisting the earth is flat. While the connection between Harry Reid and his 
friend may look dubious it's certainly not the worst ever. $22 Million is a drop in the bucket. 
Especially when you remember that colonization never goes well for those colonized; think 
current politics as an example. 
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Indrid Cold 
 USA 1 hour ago 
I have always had a strong interest in this scientific phenomenon. Like many I have been 
frustrated by U.S. governmental obfuscation of the data. I would posit that any 
extraterrestrial/inter-dimensional intelligence are likely greatly disturbed by the mental 
instability of the U.S. Commander In Chief. They are no doubt interested in how/why the 
most powerful nation on the planet has put the future of humanity at risk by conferring such 
authority upon a deranged person. Perhaps we have finally crossed the line, and they feel 
compelled to interfere. 
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David H. Eisenberg 
 Smithtown, NY 1 hour ago 
The truth isn't out there. At least I doubt it. Not that I have any answers either but this seems 
one more great waste of money. Unless you were blocked by religion, everyone ought to have 
assumed there were lots of other planets outside the solar system. And it was only reasonable 
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to assume that life happened on many of those planets and intelligent life on some, in some 
cases far exceeding our own intelligence. But, the fact that they are out there light years away, 
or even using inter-stellar flight, doesn't mean they are here.  
 
If they are similar enough to us to want to go around the universe looking for deals for 
vacation homes, then they are likely similar enough to us to have either killed, enslaved, 
eaten, helped or traded with us. Some kind of interaction - and it hasn't happened. Also, if 
they can travel here from other parts of the universe, they are likely so much more advanced 
than us, they can watch us minutely from far away - just as our telescopes can see the moon 
up close from here and we can map Venus with radar. I doubt very much a craft that can 
travel at or near light speed - the reasonable assumption, would need to follow Ted Steven's 
WWII aircraft to see what it was doing. We can see planes with ground radar from a hundred 
miles away. Where curvature presents less of a problem, it is far greater. Space travelers could 
likely see us from Saturn. 
 
Besides, isn't this program duplicative of what Scully and Mulder do? 
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J Jencks 
 Portland, OR 1 hour ago 
The amount of money involved is so small, especially compared to the vast waste of much of 
our military budget, that I don't really have a problem with the program. A modest budget put 
towards an unlikely use seems reasonable. It's like buying a lottery ticket for $1 once a week.  
 
I'm more bothered by the secrecy. It's my money they're spending, my tax dollars. I think it's 
time we shine the light on all aspects of the Federal budget, but ESPECIALLY on the 
"intelligence" and military budgets. There's way to much money disappearing into the cracks 
of the sofa cushions. 
 
Carl Sagan explained it best when he talked about the vast multitude of stars and their 
associated planets, and how the probability of "life" out there was correspondingly high. 
 
But too many people don't begin to grasp the literally "astronomical" distances involved and 
the extreme unlikeliness that we or any living being will ever overcome them, based on what 
we know about the energy required to travel near light speed. 
 
Helios 2, the fastest moving object made by humans, traveled at one point at around 221,000 
mph. At that rate it will take almost 13,000 years to reach the NEAREST star. If we send a 
radio signal at it, that's how long it will take the message to reach it. Then IF there were 
something "intelligent" at the other end to answer, it would take another 13,000 years to get 
the answer.  
 
And that's the NEAREST star. 
 
So the likelihood of any kind of contact ever occurring is incredibly remote. 
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Rudy Flameng 
 Brussels, Belgium 1 hour ago 
I don't want to express an opinion on the existence or not of UFO's. Although perhaps we 
should change the name to Unexplained Aerial Phenomena, as this seems to be a more 
accurate description. It is also something that definitely does occur, I imagine with a 
surprisingly high frequency. 
 
This shouldn't come as a shock. After all, we have only begun to study the space around our 
planet in any meaningful and structured manner very recently. Even the reexamination of data 
that was gathered a few decades ago usually yields new insights. If only from a National 
Security point of view then, it makes eminent sense to investigate and to log as much data as 
possible. Our understanding is at present very fragmentary. The unknown unknowns vastly 
outnumber the known ones. 
 
By the same token, maybe we could find out what happened to MH370, the Malaysian 
Airlines flight that disappeared utterly in March 2014? After all, it must be deeply worrying to 
people tasked with defending a nation's airspace that at B777 full of people can vanish so 
completely. It is also, by the way, a cold shower for those of us who grew up being told that 
various countries' spy satellites could map every square inch of the planet's surface. 
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Smoky Tiger 
 Wisconsin 1 hour ago 
They talked about these UFO ships in the book "Close Encounters of the Third Kind," by 
Hynet of Northwestern University. He said you could see these ships in Europe and South 
America. I was in Ethiopia for three years from 1967 to 1970. I was up 8,000 feet above sea 
level. I looked up every night in pitched black skies. I wanted to see something. I saw no 
flying sauces of any kind. Lot of snakes. 
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ana 
 california 1 hour ago 
Actual scientists scan the skies and universe daily. This couldn't be more ridiculous. 22 
million secret dollars spent on a secret of ridiculousness when it could have been spent on 
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infrastructure, homelessness, the heroin epidemic, some portion of insurance for everyone, I 
could continue listing but you get the idea. 
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Leemonade 
 Mauritius 1 hour ago 
It looks like a bird to me. Good grief we have truly entered the twilight zone. I think some 
people spend too much time watching monitors and not enough marveling in the realities of 
life and nature from a human vantage point, like feet-on-the-ground earth! 
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Expat 
 France 1 hour ago 
To the all people griping about the cost of this program, let me submit this. It seems that there 
is some serious, sober investigation happening here, and that it is not just a boondoggle. It is 
never possible to know where such investigations lead -- sometimes nowhere, sometimes to 
significant discoveries. That is the nature of investigation and we should be afraid to, in fact 
we should always pursue it. As for the cost, consider that one (!) F35 fighter costs more than 
10 times that of this program over the last 10 years. I would be prepared to live with one less 
fighter to fund this program for 100 years, and we could keep the change left over. 
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Dan Matthews, Ph.D. 
 Albuquerque, NM 1 hour ago 
I am highly skeptical about aliens having visited earth. AND, I fully support reasonable 
funding of government inquiry into any reported sighting and COMPLETE 
TRANSPARENCY of all information gathered by the government past and future.  
 
Maybe funding could be a $1 checkoff on our tax returns—I’m guessing sufficient funding 
would result, all voluntary.  
 
There is much speculation regarding alien travel to earth. There are many believers on both 
sides who need more data and the public scrutiny which is a hallmark of science. 
 
I’d like to see sufficient funding for adequate inquiry and full transparency to bring this issue, 
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these experiences out of the murky shadows.  
 
I’m betting on little solid evidence coming forth and enough remaining mystery and 
uncertainty to fuel alien belief for all times. Conspiracy theories, though, could decrease and 
good thinking could be nurtured. I could live with unproved and unprovable claims better than 
current views based on uninformed intuition and an apparently well-founded notion that data 
are being hidden by the government. 
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Longestaffe 
 Pickering 1 hour ago 
Considering the light-years of distance separating Earth from other potentially life-supporting 
planets (with the possible exception of Mars, which we have under observation), it should be 
clear that no mere "spaceship" is going to travel from there to here. 
 
It's possible to imagine some extremely long-term interstellar migration, longer than the 
current history of the human race, with a nearly planet-sized mother ship sending out 
reconnaissance craft comparable in size to the UFOs being reported. But it hardly seems 
possible that we would remain unaware of such a thing while the small craft promiscuously 
showed themselves again and again without making purposeful contact. If they had in fact 
made contact that you and I haven't been told about, Harry Reid would probably know. 
 
I love a good UFO story as much as a good ghost story, but I want any public expenditure on 
UFO research to focus on identifying unidentified objects such as experimental aircraft that 
may be coming from places on this planet. 
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T.E.Duggan 
 Park City, Utah 1 hour ago 
As a form of scientific inquiry programs of this sort have to be properly vetted by reliable 
experts before conclusions stated by proponents are accepted as reliable. The scientific vetting 
process generally avoids useless political argument, although that is not always the case as we 
have seen in connection with climate change and global warming. Secrecy in government is 
best met with skepticism until competently vetted facts establish conclusions to the contrary. 
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alex 
 indiana 1 hour ago 
There is an absolute speed limit in the universe, the speed of light. The nearest star, Alpha 
Centuri, is over 4 light years from year. In real terms, a physical object with real-world mass 
cannot come anywhere close to reaching the speed of light; even with advanced technology, it 
would take decades to travel between our star and our nearest neighbor. 
 
There may well be star systems out there that enjoy the presence of life. Some may even host 
intelligent life. Given the immutable laws that govern our universe, they are likely to be 
centuries away. Perhaps its best this way. 
 
The warp drive of Star Trek and hyperspace of Star Wars are science fiction. The operative 
word is fiction. 
 
It is fun to speculate about flying saucers. But let us spend our time and finite resources 
worrying about the very real problems we and our planet face. 
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Widdermaker 
 Where I Am 1 hour ago 
Finally! We need to bring a scientific approach to unexplained aerial phenomena. And as with 
all scientific endeavors, follow the data no matter where it leads. I’m sure we’ll discover that 
there is still much in the way of natural aerial phenomena that we don’t understand, and this is 
the way to understand it. It could lead to enhanced flight safety. And if we do find that some 
phenomena leads us to the inescapable conclusion that we are being visited by ships and 
unmanned probes from “elsewhere”, so be it. Our species future may depend on our knowing 
this. 
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NorthernVirginia 
 Falls Church, VA 1 hour ago 
I suppose a little more detail would make this article more interesting -- or likely, less 
interesting. One only need watch a cat trying to catch the beam of a flashlight moving across a 
floor to appreciate the possibility that the pilots were simply seeing light reflected off of 
something and projected in front of them. It may have even been their own shadows. 
If the article mentioned that these unidentified visual phenomena also had radar signatures 
with altitude and speed, that would be different. There is no such mention and, thus, it is not a 
very compelling article, unless questionable government spending were something new. 
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Matthew Ratzloff 
 New York, NY 1 hour ago 
Unfortunately, there's a lot of chaff associated with the topic of UFOs. It's difficult to discuss 
the subject when people's minds associate the topic with alien invader movies from the 1950s. 
It's easy to be skeptical or mocking when the alternative is disturbing. 
 
But there are really two questions here: "Is there something to the phenomena of anomalous 
aerial vehicles?" and "If so, are these extraterrestrial in nature?" 
 
The second question is unknowable. The first, if one reviews the ample evidence 
dispassionately, seems to clearly indicate that there's something there worth further 
investigation. Credible accounts from trained fighter pilots (and, indeed, entire aircrews), 
accompanied by corroborating video, are easy enough to find for those willing to honestly 
examine the question. 
 
Finally, two notes. First, the object in these videos was clearly tracked via the Hornet's IRST 
system (Infrared Search and Track). It's computer-controlled and operates independently from 
the fighter's movement. 
 
Second, many of these incidents take place at night. Try taking a photo of a plane flying high 
overhead at night with your smartphone camera. Unless you have a camera, a wide-aperture 
lens with a long focal length, a tripod, and the time to assemble all of these and aim at an 
object (or a 1000W light), you're not getting anything other than a blurry photo. 
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Numas 
 Sugar Land 1 hour ago 
"If we knew what we were doing, it wouldn't be called research would it?" 
A. Einstein 
 
As a scientist, I love this phrase, because it reflects a spirit that if lost it will damage progress 
in our civilization. 
 
And it is an answer to those that write things like "22 million would have fed X children". 
Yes, it is true. And so would have the money that people spent light coherence. What's that, 
you say? Lasers. An invention that at he time it was discovered it was called "an answer in 
look for a question". And aren't you glad that it went that way? And you are reading this 
newspaper on a project that at its inception also would have seemed a waste of money, 
because how many people had computers to build a network? 
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Research is always an investment. And as with startups and the stock market, you have to 
hope for the best. But it doesn't ALWAYS pan out, does it? 
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Maurie Beck 
 Reseda California 1 hour ago 
Some years ago I had a conversation with a layman about flying saucers — because I am 
scientific I know all about flying saucers! I said "I don't think there are flying saucers'. So my 
antagonist said, "Is it impossible that there are flying saucers? Can you prove that it's 
impossible?" "No", I said, "I can't prove it's impossible. It's just very unlikely". At that he 
said, "You are very unscientific. If you can't prove it impossible then how can you say that it's 
unlikely?" But that is the way that is scientific. It is scientific only to say what is more likely 
and what less likely, and not to be proving all the time the possible and impossible. To define 
what I mean, I might have said to him, "Listen, I mean that from my knowledge of the world 
that I see around me, I think that it is much more likely that the reports of flying saucers are 
the results of the known irrational characteristics of terrestrial intelligence than of the 
unknown rational efforts of extra-terrestrial intelligence." It is just more likely. That is all. 
 
Richard Feynman in The Character of Physical Law (1964) 
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Jgrau 
 Los Angeles 1 hour ago 
Just what we needed, another reason for mass reality avoidance. How about concentrating 
resources on programs that would help our species survive inequality and the degradation of 
our planet? 
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Rea Tarr 
 Malone, NY 1 hour ago 
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Has Mr. Bigelow by chance used some of his billions to identify those "metal alloys ad other 
materials" that have been "recovered from unidentified aerial phenomena?" 
 
When's he going to show us the results? We're tough enough to take it. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

whiwo 
 Atlanta 1 hour ago 
One early evening several years ago, my partner and I witnessed a round object hovering in 
the sky from our patio with what appeared to be soft LED lights around the circumference. It 
hovered for several minutes and then jetted off disappearing from our line of site. 
 
There is an air force base located in Georgia, so we just assumed they were testing some new 
air craft out. Now, I'm not so sure.  
 
Nevertheless, we were not abducted nor did we have some life altering experience. It was 
what it was. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Ned Fargus 
 Kentucky 1 hour ago 
No Doubt, this is our own equipment. They were there that night to test the reaction of 
conventional pilots. Folks, I lived through a time when Reagan said we are going to take our 
military into the 21st century with star wars technology. That was nearly 50 years ago. For a 
while the advancements were touted on the news then it all stopped. No mention of our new 
abilities. You have to assume there had been a major breakthrough most likely in energy. 
Whatever is was the military went hush. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Dr. Reality 
 Morristown, NJ 1 hour ago 
So here's a great way for politicians to pay back supporters and to siphon taxpayer money to 
cronies -- free from public scrutiny: declare the program classified. 

• Reply 
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• 1Recommend 

Chris Winter 
 San Jose, CA 1 hour ago 
I've been hearing UFO reports all my adult life, since back in the 60s, and many of them 
predated those years -- like the McMinnville incident. IIRC, people were reporting strange 
things in the sky from the late 1800s, long before they knew flying machines were possible. 
 
If we assume they are alien craft, the aggregate of all reports "makes Earth look like the 
crossroads of the universe" (to borrow a phrase from the late Arthur C. Clarke.) Yet in all that 
time, no one has obtained a photograph that is indisputably showing an unknown flying craft. 
No one has obtained any residue that is unquestionably of ET origin. 
 
What we have, then, is thousands of eyewitness accounts and little more. If even a fraction of 
these represent alien visits, the purpose of the visitors remains incomprehensible. They neither 
approach us openly nor keep themselves hidden. I conclude from this that some other 
explanation must fit the phenomena far better. Sorry to be a downer. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

oogada 
 Boogada 1 hour ago 
So, serious men, with serious power and serious political experience decide the best way to 
establish credibility and advance science that much of the world holds in disrepute is to scam 
$22 million from a defense budget so bloated nobody should have noticed, and hand it 
unquestioned to a pal to run a program they needed to hide and whose reports they would 
never disseminate? 
 
And we're supposed to think that's a good thing, an intelligent thing? 
 
Because generating questionable data that you intend to deny exists is more important than, 
what, giving lunch to six year olds year at school? 
 
If there is intelligent life out there, I'm sure they're avoiding us at all costs. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 
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stone 
 Brooklyn 1 hour ago 
I don't believe it is impossible that there is intelligent life somewhere in the universe that has 
been monitoring our planet and my reasons are not crazy. 
If our world was picked it could jot be because just chance. 
We know there is some huge number of many planets in the Universe but the number where 
life can be supported is minute. 
My theory is that hundreds of millions of years ago our planet was identified as being of one 
of these planets . 
Way before complex living animal life existed here but after the building blocks that are 
needed to support that life were in place. 
I believe it is possible they started watching our planet to see what would develop or more 
they had a hand (if they have hands) in that development. 
We don't know how life began, 
Maybe they planted a seed of some kind. 
Maybe they have been guiding us and thru a process we call evolution so that life would not 
only just exist here but would become somewhat intelligent. 
If any of this is possible it might explain why they would be here if they are. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

 
Mariko 
 California 1 hour ago 
We study all sorts of phenomena to create knowledge, advance science, and produce greater 
good. Why studying these occurrences is such a shame or a taboo? Wouldn't this research add 
to knowledge and understanding? How can this be bad? 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Riccardo 
 Montreal 1 hour ago 
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The phrase "twilight zone" aptly sums up this whole subject. But if these occasional visitors 
are real, let's hope they decide to help us rather than hinder us, as we need plenty of the 
former. I also hope in this regard that they for their sake and ours contact the right people. 
Peace on earth, good will to all. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

One of Many 
 Hoosier Heartland 1 hour ago 
I know what I saw... I was 21 or 22, with two other friends, out at about 11 P.M. one Saturday 
night back in the early 1970s. The only thing we'd had to drink was a Coke, to be clear. As we 
sat at a stoplight, one of my friends noticed a very bright light above us, almost as if someone 
was holding a flashlight. And then, just as quickly, it was located in the distance, seemingly a 
mile away. Needless to say, we were amazed, and being young and dumb, we decided to head 
towards the new location. But by the time we approached the new location, whatever it was 
we saw headed north, faster than our eyes could track it, and stopped again, probably a few 
miles away, still visible to us. We puled into a parking lot and watched, and then it 
disappeared. 
 
I don't know what we saw that night, and certainly we didn't report it.. who would have 
believed 3 twenty-somethings with the story we had, and no proof? 
 
I know what I saw... 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

indisk 
 fringe 1 hour ago 
A lot of people here appear to be complaining about the money wasted on this enterprise 
when the nation lacks investment in many sectors. The point is well taken but you are barking 
up the wrong tree. 22 million is pocket change in the grand scheme of things.  
 
If you want to complain, then first do so about the absolutely massive and stunning defense 
budget of over 600B every year. And that is just to protect us from other countries on our own 
tiny little pale blue dot.  
 
Complain about the theft that Trump and republicans are attempting through the new tax bill.  
 
Space exploration and scientific enterprises such as this one are too important to be slashed in 
favor of other important goals. Especially when there is already massive waste of taxpayer 
dollars on many many things like giving corporations and richest of rich more tax breaks. 
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We need science more than ever. Trump is already denigrating all things science. We need 
more spending not less. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

gordo53 
 SE PA 1 hour ago 
Mr. Bigelow is more than likely a conduit for political "fundraising". The Pentagon budget is 
the single largest source of illicit political money. This is probably just one small facet of that 
phenomenon. Reid wasn't the Senate Majority Leader because he was popular. In politics, it's 
always about the money. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Turgid 
 Minneapolis 1 hour ago 
Within the next 50 years, as better and better satellites peer into distant galaxies, it seems 
likely we'll be confronted with concrete evidence of life on other planets. The discoveries of 
the last 5 years in our own solar system, coupled with the beginnings of identifying planets in 
other star systems, are already making it hard to believe there is not other life in the universe. 
Probably abundant life. 
 
It's hard to imagine a technology that would permit aliens to travel the great distances 
required to visit Earth, but then we've only been around 100,000 years which is a blink of an 
eye, and look at all the gadgets we've created. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

CW 
 LA 1 hour ago 
The size of the universe and the time it has existed is all but incomprehensible to us.  
 
But it's contents are pretty standard issue.  
 
Science has shown that stars are not just dots of light in the night sky but in many cases 
parody of our own solar system. A star orbited by planets. Planets that formed the same way 
our Earth did. Built with atoms that look the same at this end of the universe as they do at the 
other end of it.  
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So it is not a great leap of faith or logic to believe that what happened here has happened 
someplace else.  
 
It is a great leap of logic however to believe that if the government had direct knowledge of 
alien or inter-dimensional beings visiting our world that they could keep it secret.  
 
If it is true I hope they show up during Trump's reign. Be great tv. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Dale 
 Puyallup, WA 1 hour ago 
I find the size of the universe and the passage of time incomprehensible. 
But during the zillions of eons and chances, it would be nice to think that things worked out 
somewhere. As much as I hope this is true, I doubt we could communicate with then and get 
any hints as to how to manage a successful planet. We're on our own, I fear, but this effort 
needs to continue. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

 
Michael 
 Boston 12 hours ago 
It is significantly more likely that unicorns really do originate from a cave in North Korea 
than that intelligent aliens are visiting our planet for the purposes of frightening aviators. 
 
I am not saying that there isn't intelligent life out there, but, the distances between stars is 
incomprehensibly vast, and any species that decided to make that leap would almost certainly 
look more like Independence Day than Close Encounters of the Third Kind. 
 
I am honestly baffled how this article ended up on the front page of the New York Times 
without some serious caveats. 

• Reply 
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• 71Recommend 

mkc 
 florida 1 hour ago 
Take your thumb (no, your whole body) off the scale, Michael.  
 
The question is not whether intelligent aliens are visiting our planet for THE PURPOSES OF 
FRIGHTENING AVIATORS but whether intelligent aliens are visiting our planet. Given the 
incomprehensible vastness of the universe, to think that there exists no life capable of crossing 
the stars to reach us seems to me a failure not only of the imagination but of logic as well.  
 
As for reasons to visit, there are many, not to mention many better works of fiction to conjure. 
For examine, more advanced races could be visiting to help homo sapiens make the next 
evolutionary transition ("Childhood's End"). More chillingly, the purpose could be to warn 
homo sapiens that evolving technologically from being able to destroy their near neighbors on 
Earth to doing the same on a galactic scale will not be tolerated ("The Day the Earth Stood 
Still"). 
 
Much as I'd like it to be for the former, knowing what we know of humanity, the smart money 
is on the latter, wouldn't you say? 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Red Allover 
 New York, NY 1 hour ago 
The scholars who scorned to look through Galileo's telescope must have sounded very similar. 
"If Jupiter had moons, would not Master Aristotle have known about them?" 
The really absurd belief, in fact, is to imagine that, with 100 billion stars in our galaxy, many 
with planetary systems, only one planet of all those billions has developed intelligent life--our 
own. 
Of course interstellar travel with our present technology is impossible. But we have only had 
science since the 16th century, about 500 years. What might be possible to a civilization that 
has developed technology for 5000 years? 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

WorriedCitizen 
 California 28 minutes ago 
very well said. Does not seem our sound serious enough to make the top of the headlines. 
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• Recommend 

Josh 
 Toronto 1 hour ago 
To be frank, I'd rather the times reported on the likelihood of aliens over the countless 
mentions of a 'god' pretty much everywhere. If you want to express outrage over claims look 
to religion first - it's definitely the more unlikely of the two. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Anthony 
 Seattle 1 hour ago 
.....given that the may have hundreds of millions of years of a head start, perhaps our very 
limited powers of perception are insufficient to recognize phenomena all around us, at all 
times ? 
 
The distance of space travel was probably overcome long, long, ago in a galaxy........ 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Jimmy Jam 
 New York 33 minutes ago 
And what would you like that "caveat" to be? 
 
"A 2009 Pentagon briefing summary of the program prepared by its director at the time 
asserted that “what was considered science fiction is now science fact,” and that the United 
States was incapable of defending itself against some of the technologies discovered." 
 
I'll take the Pentagon's word over yours. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Anonymous 
 Los Angeles 12 hours ago 
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The "aura" surrounding the object appears to be nothing more than a result of an automatic 
contrast enhancement algorithm applied to the video (before or after it was captured). Such 
processing is known to produce these artifacts. 

• Reply 

  

• 29Recommend 

mulletron 
 USA 1 hour ago 
Or it's vector field lines from gravitational induction. Gravity with curl. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Sofia V 
 California 12 hours ago 
In 1996 in the middle of nowhere in Argentina, a group of 7 of us saw a UFO. I think it was 
probably an unexplained natural phenomena created by the earth’s magnetic field (I.e. 
something akin to an aurora boreales). The ridiculous thing is there is no where to report this 
with NASA, so some scientist can see a pattern and understand our planet better. The 
European Space Agency does keep tract of sighting , so we made a report in Europe. The 
ridiculous thing is how some people are so uncomfortable when I tell them the story, while 
scientists (or people in scientific fields) are fascinated and wish they could have seen the 
phenomena. 

• Reply 

  

• 32Recommend 

TC 
 Manila 12 hours ago 
Given that intelligent life on earth appears to be rapidly disappearing, we may as well 
establish contact and try to source it from elsewhere in the galaxy. 

• Reply 

  

• 113Recommend 

Joseph Bloe 
 CHAING MAI 12 hours ago 
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Trump has noted that, among our new alien Overlords, there are "many good people." 

• Reply 

  

• 58Recommend 

flxelkt 
 San Diego 12 hours ago 
ICE chief tells lawmakers agency needs much more money! 

• Reply 

  

• 11Recommend 

J Fender 
 St Louis 12 hours ago 
What a huge waste of money. We still have no money. Let' make America broke again, 
again,again. 

• Reply 

  

• 9Recommend 

Andrew 
 Nyc 1 hour ago 
There is plenty of money. The USA has an annual GDP of over $18.5 trillion! The fact that 
the government is incapable of balancing its books by raising needed revenues is a completely 
different matter. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

La Guillotine 
 a town near you 12 hours ago 
Looks a bit like a fly that got caught inside the jet before it couldn escape... It turned like a 
fly... Yeah would you lookit that... 

• Reply 
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• 11Recommend 

 
Uly 
 New Jersey 26 minutes ago 
Yeah. A fly hovering at 2,000 miles altitude practically no ambient oxygen. Super Hornet at 
0.9 Mach, your precious fly would be pulverized to smithereens by hundreds of thousand 
foot-pound pressure. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Jonas Kaye 
 NYC 12 hours ago 
I feel like you guys got played by that F18 video. The relationship between the target and the 
crosshairs of the HUD is 100% locked for almost the entire duration of the clip, which would 
make the pilot an alien in his own right. Or the mark of an unskilled VFX artist. 

• Reply 

  

• 23Recommend 

Bob 
 Brooklyn 1 hour ago 
maybe the camera has target tracking technology 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

vishmael 
 madison, wi 12 hours ago 
A robot with small hands and yellow hair, telepathically controlled by an ethereal female with 
pronounced foreign accent and dispassionate, almost Vulcan-like, presence, who is in turn 
controlled by a male figure of the same accent and characteristics - hmmm… 
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• 25Recommend 

Andy 
 Portland, ME 12 hours ago 
The extraterrestrial presence is not here for our benefit. They want our planet for its biological 
resources. Please check out "allies of humanity dot org" 

• Reply 

  

• 7Recommend 

Suzanne Stroh 
 Middleburg, VA 12 hours ago 
Look more closely. I read the date 2007 and laugh. This program is nothing new, as I can 
attest as producer of the documentary film by Amy Gerber, “My Grandfather was a Nazi 
Scientist: OPA, von Braun and Operation Paperclip.” You can get it on Amazon. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

CitizenTM 
 NYC 12 hours ago 
There are billionaires and there are billionaires. 
 
If this guy found it worthwhile to research UFO he should have done so in the way Bill Gates 
has done a lot of science research - from his pocket. The photo looks like a third grader’s 
rocket science project. 
 
I’m not denying the possibilities of UFO existence or life beyond earth. But this feels like 
someone funded someone else’s pet project, more like a train set than serious work. 

• Reply 

  

• 25Recommend 

Danpin2 
 Gaithersburg, MD 1 hour ago 
Actually, Robert Bigelow has funded a substantial amount of UFO research out of his own 
pocket. Read up on him and you'll find out more about that research effort. 
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• Recommend 

 
steve 
 wa 12 hours ago 
"The shadowy program — parts of it remain classified — began in 2007, and initially it was 
largely funded at the request of Harry Reid, the Nevada Democrat who was the Senate 
majority leader at the time and who has long had an interest in space phenomena. 
I always thought that Harry Reid looked and acted like an Alien :) 

• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

flxelkt 
 San Diego 12 hours ago 
"There's already one spaceman in the White House / What do you want another for?" 

• Reply 

  

• 14Recommend 

Jake 
 New York 12 hours ago 
I wonder how many people here who claim that alien theories behind these UFOs are 
ridiculous are spiritual... or believe that gluten is bad for them... or are against vaccinations... 
or believe that a man rose from the dead 2017 years ago... or hold any other equally ridiculous 
views but for some reason believe that aliens are beyond the pale 

• Reply 

  

• 30Recommend 

duh 
 nyc 12 hours ago 
I hope they don’t ask “take me to your leader.” 
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• 91Recommend 

bored critic 
 usa 12 hours ago 
do we now need a 4th bathroom status: men, women, trans and now alien? 
 
do all the countries of the world need to come together to fund a force field wall around the 
planet? 
 
where does that fool Hawaiian judge stand on extraterrestrial immigration? are aliens on the 
banned list? 

• Reply 

  

• 12Recommend 

 
Richard Schumacher 
 The Benighted States of America 12 hours ago 
Of course: Trump is a Gray! That explains everything! 

• Reply 

  

• 14Recommend 

Ilene 
 Austin, Texas 12 hours ago 
It's about time that The Times gives this serious, all-important issue some serious attention. 
ETs obviously would be a game changer for our planet, good or bad. I hope The Times 
explores this issue in more depth. 
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• 29Recommend 

Mr. Little 
 NY 12 hours ago 
The objectors here fall into several categories-  
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1. Those who find it suspicious that Harry Reid gave a lucrative contract to a billionaire 
associate. This group pays no attention to the subject whatsoever- they just see in it another 
example of their own obsession- Government spending.  
 
2. Those who think Bigelow is unqualified to be dealing with such matters, so it must be a 
hoax. 
 
3. Those who think, like my friend G., that money spent to research the phenomenon should 
be going to feed the poor, which is an idiotic argument. If that were true, no scientific 
research could be validated at all. 
 
4. Those who misread the article, supposing it claims that UFOS are proof of alien visitation, 
which it absolutely does not.  
 
5. Those who simply dismiss as fantasy anything having to do with UFOS; who have 
swallowed the official line that they all can be perfectly explained by natural phenomena. 
These people have never bothered to look into the matter, or they would know this position to 
be false. 

• Reply 

  

• 57Recommend 

Magpie 
 Formerly NYC, now the desert 1 hour ago 
Is there something wrong with being obsessed with government spending? After all, it's our 
money, it shouldn't be used without representing us, and leaders should be held accountable 
for its use, 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Danpin2 
 Gaithersburg, MD 1 hour ago 
You're right in your characterization of the objectors. What they all have in common is a lack 
of knowledge of the subject and of the evidence in support of the reality of the phenomenon. 
They need to do some research themselves in order to be able to comment on this subject with 
authority. 
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Rea Tarr 
 Malone, NY 1 hour ago 
Money spent on scientific research is a good idea, Mr. Little. However, before my money is 
tossed into the pot, I'd want to know the professional qualifications -- and IQs -- of those 
deciding what is scientific and what is absurdity.  
 
And, by the way, how would you advise us to "look into the matter" of UFOs? 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Valerie Gagnon 
 Barcelona, Spain 12 hours ago 
How fast are these objects moving on the screens ? Do we know? 

• Reply 

  

• 7Recommend 

Diane de Simone 
 Koh Samui, Thailand 12 hours ago 
Congratulations on beginning to investigate and write about what has been a determined 
campaign to suppress information on Extraterrestrial technologies, contact, and Intelligence. 
One man who has gone beyond his due diligence in publishing information on various aspects 
of this story-- of what will be a huge story for our current century -- is Dr. Steven Greer, 
founder of The Disclosure Project. I recommend anyone who is curious to watch 
Unacknowledged, a documentary created by him, and/or to read his book by the same name. 
I'll never forget the inimitable Dr. Edgar Mitchell, an American astronaut, saying: "We have 
to get used to the idea of being a planetary civilization…Our destiny is to be citizens of the 
universe." Powerful words. My novel, Reconciliation, due out early next year, was inspired by 
them. 
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bored critic 
 usa 12 hours ago 
any aliens who have the technology to get here is bad. see: battlefield earth, twilight zone 
"how to serve man" and "monsters on maple street" etc...the list is endless. it won't end good 
for us. 
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• 4Recommend 

Satchmo 
 Yorktown, NY 12 hours ago 
What I'm reading in these comments are mostly pro, or con for this government program, but 
if some alien lifeform is visiting us, there is another point that needs to be considered. The 
capability to come here from a place we have absolutely no knowledge of, suggests these 
aliens should have the capability of defeating whatever defenses we might think we have. We 
can only hope the Federation of Planets they came from will follow orders and not violate the 
Prime Directive. 
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Bob 
 Marietta, GA 12 hours ago 
Can I go home, now? 
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• 3Recommend 

M.R. Khan 
 Chicago 12 hours ago 
Where is Fox Mulder hanging out at? 
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• 6Recommend 

Midwest Guy 
 Milwaukee, WI 12 hours ago 
What a nice reward for the "genocide" king. 
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Brenda Reed 
 New York 12 hours ago 
We reside on a tiny planet wayyyyyy way way out revolving around an uninteresting star in a 
small arm of our galaxy, much less how many millions of other galaxies exist. 
 
I can’t possibly imagine that we are interesting enough to be part of a “blue planet” extra 
terrestrial documentary, particularly since we seem inclined to want to kill our own world. 
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LB 
 MA 1 hour ago 
Well, perhaps WE aren't all that interesting, but our planet is certainly beautiful. Maybe that's 
what they're here to visit and study. 
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Martin Smith 
 New York 12 hours ago 
is anyone debating that earthlings exist?. if not, then it's absurd to think WE are the only life 
form that exists.. space is way too vast, although it's a miracle that the earth we live on has a 
perfect environment for life as WE know it.. 
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Stephen 
 Florida 1 hour ago 
I don’t think anyone is debating the question of whether there is other life elsewhere in the 
universe. But as one commentator points out, the vast size of our universe makes interstellar 
travel unlikely. 
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Jim Oberg 
 Houston, Texas 12 hours ago 
UFOs not having placed themselves under scientific scrutiny, all that can be studied are UFO 
reports -- and there is at least one excellent reason why the Pentagon ought to be studying 
such reports. Whatever else may be causing them, MANY have for decades been caused by 
Soviet/Russian top secret missile/space activities badly misinterpreted by startled witnesses. 
Ranging from test of space-to-ground nuclear strike weapons, to nationwide space-war 
simulations, to US missile defense evasion techniques, legitimate military intelligence targets 
have made their greatest public mark as UFO reports -- providing any alert intelligence 
analysts with significant performance parameters. 
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RS 
 San Mateo, CA 12 hours ago 
We are not alone in this universe. But the vastness of space time along with the low chance of 
extraterrestrial intelligent civilizations developing, make it virtually impossible that anyone 
will visit us. If anyone mastered interstellar travel, we would have seen the signs by now as 
they would have colonized our galaxy. Also, won't those species suffer from the same 
politics, pressures of energy/money, limited life times as we do? So, if there are UFOs they 
are meteorites, comets etc. Not anything built by intelligent beings. 
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• 9Recommend 

Peak Oiler 
 Richmond, VA 12 hours ago 
There is a real threat from the skies, and it does not come from saucers. It is called a near-
Earth asteroid. How much is our government dedicating to deflecting one, once astronomers 
find that rock with our name on it? 
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Herasblog 
 Los Angeles 12 hours ago 
We know who they are and what they are doing. We try to explain it on our blog using their 
own intercepted messages as examples. Our code word lexicon can be found on the front page 
of the blog. They use everyday words to communicate and they insert their communications 
into dialogue in TV Shows, movies and music lyrics. It's quite easy to follow what they are 
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talking about once you grasp that they ARE HERE, and NOT OUR FRIENDS. Mostly they 
chat about attacking humans, especially children. They are horrific, in fact, and the human 
population must wise up now to what is happening here. Please see our blog, but make the 
effort to read it and understand the code words and messages. Don't dismiss it, your future 
depends on it. 
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Jimmy 
 NY 12 hours ago 
Kudos for the report, but here's my issues. 
1. Robert Bigelow. Bigelow has claimed he has evidence of 'artefacts', but yet has to produce 
anything. Additionally, the fact most of the budget went to Bigelow, who was a friend of Reid 
and is also renowned for making sensational claims, doesn't inspire confidence. 
2. There's over 70 different space agencies on the planet, some of whom are very hostile to 
the US. If any of those had evidence they'd use it to usurp the US and cause embarrassment. 
3. If this phenomena is real there'd be more than $22 million allocated. Of course that doesn't 
discount there's a further, secret budget. 
4. Elizonda is now part of the 'To The Stars Project'? Tom deLonge... 
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C 
 TX 13 hours ago 
Can I speak for every man and boy in America -- and probably many women and girls too -- 
in saying when Mr. Elizondo's unnamed successor is ready to retire, please tell me where to 
send my resume! 
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Susan 
 Canada 12 hours ago 
Some still think the sun revolves around the earth...how can they ever believe there are 
intelligent beings out there, who perhaps have been visiting us....Such arrogance to think we 
are the only intelligent beings in this infinite universe/multiverse. Transparency and research 
is very much needed. Galileo...where are you? 
Susan 
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• 10Recommend 

Thomas D. Dial 
 Salt Lake City, UT 1 hour ago 
I can believe it is almost certain that in our galaxy there are many stars with planets on which 
there are civilizations. I can believe it is highly probable that quite a few of those populations 
have mastered space travel to a degree equal to or greater than what we on the Earth have 
done. 
 
It remains extremely unlikely for a large number of physical reasons that the Earth has been 
visited by any of them, or that the reported UFOs are anything other than unexplained 
atmospheric events that people interpreted as "objects." That doesn't mean we should not 
collect and analyze data about such events, but only that we should remain skeptical about 
applying unlikely and scientifically implausible explanations to events about which we know 
almost nothing. 
 
These are not events that can be dealt with easily by conventional scientific methods that 
involve careful and repeated measurement of carefully defined properties. Instead, they 
typically are seen by casual observers lacking tools to collect quantitative data about them, as 
shown by even the better examples like that shown in the first part of the article. That, 
unfortunately, is likely to remain true until a way can be found to attract these UFOs for 
repeated measurement and perhaps even attempts at manipulation. It may be worth spending 
some money on, but only as speculative basic - and generic - data collection unlike anything 
mentioned in the article. 
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Rea Tarr 
 Malone, NY 32 minutes ago 
Susan, exactly how do we research the "infinite universe/multiverse" to find out if intelligent 
beings are out there?  
 
Why do we need to know if they're their or not? 
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Magpie 
 Formerly NYC, now the desert 13 hours ago 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25251606:25253256
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25251606:25254844
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25251623


49 
 

Has anyone considered the more mundane possibility that other countries with defense 
departments equally as secretive as ours have created much more advanced forms of 
aerospace technology, so advanced that they could be mistaken for alien creations, and 
refused to publicly publish this information? (If anyone has considered it, forgive me for not 
reading all 718 comments before writing this one.) 
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Jake 
 New York 12 hours ago 
Right? If the richest and most advanced nation in the world has not come anywhere close to 
developing the technology observed in these videos, surely some other nation must have. 
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Rebecca 
 Santa Fe 28 minutes ago 
I am certain that this is in fact US technology. Those who live near Edwards Air Force Base 
in California are used to seeing aircraft that can hover and can disappear, sometimes 
flickering before vanishing. The San Diego events are an obvious case of a pilot in a secret 
Air Force program trolling the Navy pilots...probably got the flying clearance revoked for that 
particular pilot. And the Pentagon denying knowledge is exactly what you would expect with 
a secret program. Note that the article does not say that this is extraterrestrial, just that there is 
no clear explanation. 
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willow 
 Las Vegas/ 1 hour ago 
It seems at least as likely that our own country has come up with devices that they are keeping 
secret from other branches of our own government as well as the public. 
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Name 
 Here 1 hour ago 
We are not only the richest, we are the least dignified. We don’t mind looking foolish in 
pursuit of incredible ideas like democracy, race equality, post tribal societies and other 
unworkable notions. 
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Magpie 
 Formerly NYC, now the desert 1 hour ago 
I have doubts that the US is the most advanced nation in the world. We don't know for sure 
just how advanced other first-world countries are, because we do not have complete access to 
their defense spending records. It doesn't seem 100% inconceivable to me that countries such 
as China, Israel, and Russia, or for that matter any other nation that is strongly invested in its 
military, could have important air defense research going on. North Korea is a poor country 
whose citizens still struggle with the residual effects of malnutrition, yet their nuclear 
program is quite well off. (This is why defining "richest" countries is a bit vague. Is the 
"richest" country the one with the biggest GDP, the most federal spending, highest income per 
capita, or what?) 
 
Alternatively, the objects could be the product of privately funded research projects or tight-
lipped corporate aerospace development (Lockheed, Raytheon, Halliburton, etc.). 
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Arnab Sarkar 
 NYC 13 hours ago 
Have the scientists found any microbes, bacteria or viruses from other planets or space that 
are usually not present in our Atmosphere, Toposphere, Stratosphere, Mesophere and 
Thermosphere yet ? 
 
After we find anything there, we should then talk about UFOs from Exosphere! 
 
Ah, but the UFOs may also be a flock of organisms flying together collecting data from all the 
cloud servers. They do not need to interact with us to know much about us I presume. With 
far advanced extra planetary Artificial intelligence (AI) and machine learning (ML) 
techiniques, they can analyze the data and know about my favorite restaurants.  
 
This is getting interesting. 
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Cold Eye 
 Kenwood,CA 13 hours ago 
Isn’t this the country that sent soldiers into combat with defective tanks that couldn’t 
withstand a blast from home made IEDs? 
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John Tudek 
 Morgantown, WV 13 hours ago 
If congress is going to waste it's time on pointless garbage, it can at least spend it eliminating 
obvious wastes of the taxpayer's money like this. There are not, no have there ever been 
visitations of space aliens to this planet. 
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Ingolf Stern 
 Seattle 13 hours ago 
Soft disclosure. 
Drip. 
Drip. 
Drip. 
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David 
 Nanjing 13 hours ago 
Soon we will find proof that global warming is an alien effort to terraform our world to make 
it more habitable for them. What we really need is government investment in special 
sunglasses so we can see them for who they really are! Obey! Reproduce! Consume! 
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• 13Recommend 

bobj 
 omaha, nebraska 13 hours ago 
Yes, we are here. We've been on this planet for some time. 
We are from far, far away. 
One day we will reveal our nature. Until then just know our intentions are to observe. 
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Roger G 
 Seattle 13 hours ago 
Thank You, NYT for treating this as a serious subject worthy of discussion. There are many 
well documented episodes of UFO sightings from over the years reported by our military 
personnel in which UFOs either interfered with our advanced weapons systems or displayed 
an unwarranted interest in our nuclear weapons related areas. The US government has always 
taken the line that the general public is too fearful or backward thinking to be told the truth 
about these sightings. But sooner or later this phenomena is going to become undeniably 
obvious to the public and the best way to prepare them is to begin that discussion. 
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Robbbb 
 NJ 13 hours ago 
P.S. Did anyone notice that in the last half second of this abbreviated clip the target appears to 
have twin vertical tails – just like the F/A-18? 
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Brian 
 New York 12 hours ago 
I believe the Air Force knows how to tell the difference. So, no. 
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TH Williams 
 Washington, DC 13 hours ago 
I saw UFOs regularly when I lived in Puerto Rico. No doubt. The barrio where I lived has 
long been named 'Voladoras.' That means golden flying saucer. Locals there are quite used to 
seeing flying objects that are not aircraft, drones or other known craft. 
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• 8Recommend 

Anthony 
 Wilmington, Il 13 hours ago 
I have been interested in UFO energy source since I had to pay over 4$ a gallon for gasoline . 
It looks like the UFO engine is very powerful so it must be very efficient otherwise it would 
melt. The energy comes from the lose of mass. It was just determined after 160 years the lead 
acid battery does this better than the tin acid battery. So we are slow in the scientific 
community since the lead acid battery has been around for 160 years. The trouble here is , will 
society last long enough to figure out how UFO’s do it. Thermonuclear energy occurs when 
electrons get the energy. If a another particle were to get the energy in a reaction , that would 
explain what they are doing. 
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Linda 
 is a trusted commenter Oklahoma 13 hours ago 
Let me get this straight. There could be alien life out there that is far more technologically 
advanced than we are, but America's scientists are not supposed to use words like "science-
based" and "evidence-based." 
Trump lives in a bizarro world where scientists can't be scientists. 
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Sandbagger 
 Seattle 12 hours ago 
So, you still can't get over the fact that your candidate lost. 
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• 2Recommend 

Jake 
 New York 12 hours ago 
It appears that the former Democrat Senate majority leader funded this program. Not 
understanding the attack on Trump 
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• 3Recommend 

Areyoukiddingg 
 Sou Cal, CA 13 hours ago 
UFOs are serious business and this project was just a smokescreen. According to Dr. Edward 
Teller, inventor of the Hydrogen bomb, the "UFO Secret" is actually classified higher than the 
bomb. 
For the record, I've seen 5 or 8 over the years in various locations. My Mother saw one that 
paralyzed her for an entire night as she watched it out the bedroom window. When dawn 
broke, the object began to move, and from the time she left the bedroom to open the backdoor 
(about 30 feet) it was already zooming over the horizon. She had thyroid problems thereafter, 
which is sometimes associated to radiation exposure. 
There must be a reason why the Pentagon is revealing this info at this time. 
And to all those debunkers, if UFOs are just imaginary, what was in the center of the scope on 
the F/18? 
If you want to learn more from serious UFO researchers, do a search for Richard Dolan, who 
is an excellent UFO researcher and author. And if you would like to listen to an entire radio 
station devoted to UFO's and paranormal, check out KGRARADIO. Both Dolan and Linda 
Moulton Howe have programs on this station. 
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Rea Tarr 
 Malone, NY 26 minutes ago 
I've sort of been keeping tabs on folks who believe UFOs visit us from outer space. Every last 
one of them I've encountered also believes in a god. 
 
God and UFOs. And, of course, paranormal. And so on. 
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• Recommend 

Chris 
 DC 13 hours ago 
"...the storage of metal alloys and other materials that Mr. Elizondo and program contractors 
said had been recovered from unidentified aerial phenomena." 
 
In other words, what? We shot - or tried to shoot - some of them down? I'm not sure how wise 
that is, however, it would be quite the headline! This article will revive speculation about the 
'47 incident at Roswell and all the talk, largely consigned to the tabloids, of a flying saucer 
crash. It's now back on the front page of the mainstream press. Time we got the real and 
complete story; what's the point of the government keeping it secret? They're not protecting us 
from anything. 
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David 
 Nanjing 13 hours ago 
As I had always suspected! The X-Files was actually a documentary!! 
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Red O. Greene 
 Albuquerque, NM, USA 13 hours ago 
Greetings from the land of the "Roswell Incident." The following are quotations from "The 
[online] Skeptic's Dictionary" re: UFOs: 
 
"'Choose the nearest star; decide how long you're willing to travel, how fast you will need to 
go to get there in that time, what you will have to take with you, and how many should be in 
the crew. Make it a one-way suicide mission if you wish. As a final step, calculate the kinetic 
energy that must be imparted to the spaceship to get you there in that time (one half the mass 
times the velocity squared.) I suggest you stay away from the relativistic limit; it complicates 
the calculation and won't help you anyway. The good news is that you will then sleep secure 
in the knowledge that UFOs from elsewhere in the galaxy are not subjecting humans to 
hideous experiments.' --Bob Park"  
 
"[T]he fact that some pilots or scientists claim they cannot think of any logical explanations 
for some perceptual observations is hardly proof that they have observed alien spacecraft. . . . 
[I]t should be noted that UFOs are usually observed by untrained sky watchers and almost 
never by professional or amateur astronomers, people who spend inordinate amounts of time 
observing the heavens above." 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25251269
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25251329
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25251404


56 
 

• Reply 

  

• 9Recommend 

RB 
 Santa Cruz 13 hours ago 
I hope they are including "Crop Circles" in the investigation. 
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Name 
 Here 1 hour ago 
If they included bees, it might actually be useful. 
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Steve Fankuchen 
 Oakland, CA 13 hours ago 
Of course this research has to be classified. That's the only way to be sure the aliens won't 
learn that they do in fact exist. 
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Gila Crone 
 Glenwood, NM 13 hours ago 
It never hurts to keep a look-out. 
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Jay York 
 usa 13 hours ago 
How are Aliens and Humans supposed to make contact? 
Through DNA. 
I have Alien DNA and human DNA. 
I am gifted in Mathematics. 
We communicate using mathematics. 
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Gentlewomanfarmer 
 Hubbardston 13 hours ago 
The truth is out there. 
But it sure ain't in this place. 
Follow the money. 
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William 
 Phoenix 13 hours ago 
Dozens of people saw the “mother ship” pass right over metro Phoenix that March evening. 
Even the governor saw the huge but silent craft passing over blocking out the stars. I have 5 
huge palm trees in my back yard and the craft was bigger than all 5 put together. It made not 
the slightest sound so unless we have new and amazing space craft it was not of this world as 
we know it. 
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Iver Thompson 
 Pasadena, CA 13 hours ago 
What a relief this is from the tawdry business of politics. Definitely a daily section dedicated 
to UFOs would be a Godsend about now and for the next three years. 
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DCBinNYC 
 NYC 13 hours ago 
Where's Dana Scully when we need her? 

• Reply 

  

• 10Recommend 

Agent 99 
 SC 13 hours ago 
The 21st Century when billionaire real estate tycoons turned science into fake news. 
 
Bigelow who made billions on a budget hotel chain and selling real estate holdings just before 
the 2007 crash emerged as the leading expert on aliens and UFOs when he proclaimed on the 
venerable CBS 60 Minutes program that he is “absolutely convinced” that aliens exist and 
that U.F.O.s have visited Earth. Corroborating his vast pile of scientific evidence is Luis 
Elizondo a former DOD Senior Career Intelligence Officer with academic background in 
microbiology, immunology, parasitology and ship hull patents. 
 
Trump, another real estate tycoon among other notable titles, became President of the United 
States while claiming that climate change is a Chinese hoax among other notable fake science 
news claims. 
 
For the latest in scientific research and discovery call your local real estate developer. If 
anything, their answers will prove that there are aliens among us. 
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• 3Recommend 

Jay York 
 usa 13 hours ago 
My uncle was a 40 year veteran from the CIA. 
He believed in Aliens. 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

Concerned Citizen 
 New York, NY 13 hours ago 
The government is spending money on investigating unidentified air craft in our air space? 
And this is news, why? 
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• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

North 
 Osaka, Japan 13 hours ago 
This Bigelow fellow bears a striking resemblance to Dr. Happy Harry Cox. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

TS 
 Oregon 13 hours ago 
Now it's UFO's? 
I'm not giggling, I'm alarmed about our society and culture. The lunatic fringe may have 
finally won... 
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• 12Recommend 

Mike Holloway 
 NJ 13 hours ago 
Aren't we gullible. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

T. Rivers 
 Montana 13 hours ago 
As if 2017 couldn’t get any more bizarre, tomorrow the failing NYT will report first contact. 
I, for one, welcome our alien overlords. 
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bored critic 
 usa 13 hours ago 
Twilight Zone episode: How to.Serve Man 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

Thanks 
 Minneapolis 13 hours ago 
Awesome! 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

tim torkildson 
 utah 13 hours ago 
The little green men up in space 
Do not like the whole human race. 
They buzz past our planes 
And zap our poor brains, 
Then scamper away without trace. 

• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

pierre 
 san fran 13 hours ago 
Government should pay for this by posting all thir click baiting ufo videos on internet on a 
special nasa web site supported by ads... Then they'd have many hundred of millions $ to 
pursue the ufo search program... 
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• 9Recommend 

Joseph Bloe 
 CHAING MAI 13 hours ago 
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On the one hand, I find Bigelow's carefully worded statements that the DIA just happened to 
show up at his ranch to look for UFOs--suggesting that he had no role in inducing them to do 
so, which may or may not be the case--to be indicative of an desire to hide intent--and it 
seems that virtually all of the money went to him. 
 
That does not mean that these videos are not fascinating, particularly the first, which, if not an 
intentional hoax, does suggest propulsion to this non-aerospace scientist. Note, for example, 
the increase in flaring above and below as the object turns, which does not appear to be due to 
movement blur. 
 
It's difficult to know how much of this is a) helping out an old friend and the confirmation 
bias that comes with working in such positions; b) reality. 
 
I'd like to see more of the videos that the project has on file--and that, after all, we paid for.  
 
Perhaps the Times can do more of this excellent work and pry a few more well-documented 
examples up for readers to see. 
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• 6Recommend 

sdm 
 Washington DC 13 hours ago 
Probably the only $22 million out of the $600 billion DoD budget where we really got our 
money's worth. 
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• 7Recommend 

sdw 
 Cleveland 13 hours ago 
Reading the comments, It is a reminder of how we have difficulty comparing expenditures 
when a lot of zeros are involved.  
 
The U.F.O.s research project is pegged at $22 million per year, and a new F-35 jet will cost 
$85 million. That’s easy enough. One F-35 is about four times the cost of the annual U.F.O. 
investigation budget. 
 
Let’s compare to some big-ticket items. A B-1 bomber costs $2 billion, and the price for a B-2 
is about the same. The means that a B-1 or B-2 costs more than 90 times the annual U.F.O. 
budget. 
 
If we look at even bigger-ticket items, the Gerald A. Ford aircraft carrier costs around $13 
billion, which is nearly 600 times the U.F.O. project annual cost. 
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Some may say, “Well, for the U.F.O. project the number is an annual cost, but you only pay 
for each jet or for each aircraft carrier once.” 
 
Think about it. There is a huge operating cost for an aircraft carrier, and it includes aircraft 
and large support ships. A figure of $2.5 million per day is commonly used, but even that may 
not include all fuel, labor and maintenance expenses. Assume it does include everything, $2.5 
million a day is close to an annual expense of $1 billion – 90 times the annual U.F.O. budget. 
 
Again, that’s on top of the purchase price already paid for the carrier. 

• Reply 

  

• 8Recommend 

Abby 
 Memphis, TN 13 hours ago 
https://mobile.nytimes.com/2016/06/12/opinion/sunday/yes-there-have-been... 
The article above states that from a mathematical standpoint, the sheer magnitude of the 
universe dictates that there have been thousands, if not millions, of other intelligent 
civilizations. If there is even a chance that the physicist who authored the article is correct, 
then $22 million is a small price to pay for what could be invaluable knowledge. 
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• 6Recommend 

Factsarebitterthings 
 Saint Louis MO 13 hours ago 
Why are these things obsessed with following planes? How many do they need to follow? 
These are super creatures who transcend limits of physics and natural laws! They can figure 
planes out! 
As a youth, I desperately wanted to "believe" in UFOs. My attitude now is that I "believe" in 
UFOs, I just don't "believe" they are evidence of an alien presence on Earth. 
If you defend the opposite hypothesis, please, show us a crashed vehicle, a body, or a sample 
of an alloy that for some strange reason can't be blended here on earth. Till then, I will 
continue to hold that extraordinary claims require extraordinary evidence. 
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• 17Recommend 

Mark Bau 
 Australia 13 hours ago 
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Seriously, is that video the best that they can come up with? It would take anyone with a bit of 
video editing/creating experience a few hours to come up with that, add a few distorted voices 
and Voila! 
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• 4Recommend 

Heinrich 
 Saratoga, CA 13 hours ago 
An alarm bell rung in my head when I read that Dr Harold Puthoff participated in this 
Program. Why? Please look him up in James Randi's book "Flim-Flam: Psychics, ESP, 
Unicorns, and other Delusions." 
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• 11Recommend 

 
Try this with tripe (no really) 
  
13 hours ago 
A secret program run by a billionaire. Why does this read like a Marvel Comics Universe 
movie plot? 
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• 12Recommend 

max buda 
 Los Angeles 13 hours ago 
Don't feed any hungry people or try to stop diseases. Forget about the warming planet and our 
destruction of it. We want to see little Green Men! It is just like Tinkerbell- if we all clap our 
hands and wish loud enough the little Green Men will become visible! Of course there are no 
"unexplained" phenomenons except why we pay human beings tons of money to hold on to 
jobs that do nothing for anyone (and never have). Look for this same development to sit 
exactly like it does now forever. Zippo. 
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• 7Recommend 

Jay York 
 usa 13 hours ago 
I'm already here. 
I am part Alien and part human. 
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• 4Recommend 

bored critic 
 usa 13 hours ago 
you're not alien. you're special. 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

ehhs 
 denver co 13 hours ago 
“Lots of people are active in the air and don’t want others to know about it. They are happy to 
lurk unrecognized in the noise, or even to stir it up as camouflage.” 
 
Uh ... just an aside but exactly what is Oberg talking about here? I have no idea. The idea of 
extraterrestrial visitors is pretty dismaying for most of us, but this statement scares me too, 
just in a different way. 
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• 3Recommend 

Jim Oberg 
 Houston, Texas 12 hours ago 
UFOs not having placed themselves under scientific scrutiny, all that can be studied are UFO 
reports -- and there is at least one excellent reason why the Pentagon ought to be studying 
such reports. Whatever else may be causing them, MANY have for decades been caused by 
Soviet/Russian top secret missile/space activities badly misinterpreted by startled witnesses. 
Ranging from test of space-to-ground nuclear strike weapons, to nationwide space-war 
simulations, to US missile defense evasion techniques, legitimate military intelligence targets 
have made their greatest public mark as UFO reports -- providing any alert intelligence 
analysts with significant performance parameters. 
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• 4Recommend 

Red Allover 
 New York, NY 13 hours ago 
As far as the advanced alien civilizations are concerned, they are the scientists and we are the 
lab rats. It's a great big galaxy out there, boys & girls . . . 
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• 5Recommend 

NA 
 is a trusted commenter NYC 14 hours ago 
Their last visit was in November 2016, on a mission to confirm proof of intelligent life. 
Finding none, they left and haven't been seen since. 

• Reply 

  

• 15Recommend 

bored critic 
 usa 14 hours ago 
the first questions that come to mind: 
 
1) do we now need a 4th bathroom? men, women, trans and alien? 
 
2) can we get all the nations of the world to pay for a wall or force field around the planet? 
 
3) I assume they will be on the banned immigration list? where does that fool judge in Hawaii 
who keeps striking down immigration stand on aliens? 
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• 6Recommend 

Bob Hawthorne 
 Poughkeepsie, NY 14 hours ago 
Whatever the origin of these objects I hope they take Donald Trump with them! 
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• 11Recommend 

 
AW 
 Minneapolis 13 hours ago 
He’s probably the only thing keeping them from landing. Anyone with the technology 
required to travel interplanetary has to assume we’re too crazy to create anything other than 
headaches for them. Plus, they’re probably worried about having him around their daughters, 
too. 
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• 4Recommend 

Unworthy Servant 
 Long Island NY 14 hours ago 
"Operation Bluebook" way back in the early 1950's. A memory that has remained with me 
since my long ago youth. Only the NYT would have the depth and resources to include that 
small piece of UFO history in an article. That and "Worlds in Collision", which seemed 
plausible then but has since been debunked as I understand it. 
 
Well if nothing else these phenomena put the lie to the smug sneering atheist community who 
routinely attack the biblical writers and scribes who saw things in the heavens they attributed 
to divine origin. Now with our greatly advanced science, we still don't have more than 
guesswork and harrumphing. 
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• 1Recommend 

 
USMC1954 
 St. Louis 13 hours ago 
Sure thing, I guess that was god on his heavenly Harley they were chasing around up there. 
You must have read "Chariot of the Gods" once to often. 
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• 5Recommend 

ed 
 Lexington 14 hours ago 
People don't you remember just before Iraq we pulled the stealth bombers out of Area 51. 
What you see here is what we are going to test on North Korea 
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• 2Recommend 

Daniel Kinske 
 West Hollywood, CA 14 hours ago 
Nothing a flick of the ole' windshield wiper wouldn't clear away. 
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• 7Recommend 

Schatzie's Earth 
 Lexington, KY 14 hours ago 
Umm, Fastwalkers....what? Leslie Kean, UFO's and John Podesta emails about Fastwalkers. 
This is getting weirder by the minute. https://wikileaks.org/podesta-emails/emailid/54211 
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• 1Recommend 

Grgeory Adams Rotello 
 Ridgefield Ct 14 hours ago 
The cost of this program, 24 million dollars spread out over years was equivalent to the cost 
of just Three Abrams Tanks. We've built and bought Ten Thousand of them. The Pentagon 
plans to spend $391.2 billion on 2,443 F-35 aircraft, with each plane costing $160 million. We 
can certainly afford to fund an Advanced Aerospace Threat Identification Program and UFO 
research project. 
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Ambient Kestrel 
 Southern California 14 hours ago 
"Mr. Elizondo said he and his government colleagues had determined that the phenomena 
they had studied did not seem to originate from any country." 
 
Doesn't this really mean 'could not determine a country of origin'?? Not being able to find 
something does not prove it doesn't exist. 
 
Obviously there are unidentified phenomena, but the most likely explanation for most is spy 
technology being tested/used by our military or others around the globe such as China and 
Russia. 
 
These sightings represent successful attempts at eluding tracking both on the way in and on 
the way out (of the 'view window'), but were briefly sighted in the interim. Isn't this what we 
have spy aircraft doing all the time?  
 
I'd be as thrilled (etc) as anyone to learn that even one of these reports is credibly related to 
intelligent aliens from another star. But that absolutely does NOT mean I think it's the most 
likely explanation. It's actually one of the least likely. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

 
Mmm 
 Nyc 13 hours ago 
I don't think you read the companion article. 
 
It seems you are open minded enough to conceive there was really something there and the 2 
pilots saw it with their own eyes and the carrier's radar technician spotted it as well. Since the 
pilot's account was that "it accelerated like nothing I’ve ever seen" and the video clearly 
shows it is not an airplane, and this was back in 2004, do you really think the most likely 
explanation is some kind of Russian or Chinese aircraft operating 100 miles off the coast of 
California that can run circles around U.S. Navy F-18's? 
 
And 12 years later, we still dominate the skies in Syria with the F-22 and F-35 (which are just 
regular old fighter aircraft).  
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Just saying that your theory seems implausible. So what's left? We have UFO-like aircraft 
propulsion technology but it was developed in secret by the U.S. military and it is never used 
except to scare Navy pilots? 
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• 9Recommend 

Alan Berck 
 NYC 14 hours ago 
LouB writes: "To the naysayers, the 2006 event over O'Hare Airport in Chicago is just one of 
many eyewitness sightings in broad daylight by professional air workers. It is obvious 
*something* out of our realm of understanding is occurring in some of these cases. " 
What is out of the realm of understanding is how this object was visible to dozens of people 
for about 5 minutes in 2006 and NOBODY TOOK A PICTURE. 
Wishful thinking by alienated people. 
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• 9Recommend 

Rea Tarr 
 Malone, NY 1 hour ago 
Alan, it's rather like the fact that no one has ever found a dead Big Foot or Yeti. Or been able 
to locate the monster in a loch with available technology capable of spotting something as 
small as anemone larva in our oceans. 
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Ed 
 La Jolla 14 hours ago 
There are two possibilities: 
1) The aliens landed some time ago and have now firmly entrenched themselves in all major 
areas of control (the White House, the Kremlin, and Beijing). 
2) We are being observed by more advanced beings and at some point they will find a way to 
intervene and save us from ourselves. 
 
I fear the former and pray for the later. 
 
Truth be told, if I had to pick between the last two years of American political life and this 
article in terms of weirdness on a scale of 1 to 10 - I would rate the last two years at a 20 and 
this article at a solid 10. 
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• Reply 

  

• 12Recommend 

vigorito 
 richmond, va 14 hours ago 
UFO literature is filled with notes that they appear during times of great duress. In the modern 
era, we thought that meant that folks were hallucinating or wishfully dreaming of intervention 
by a higher power. Now we have great clear video from the US military of these phenomena 
which have definitely appeared at a time of great duress. My guess is that they're back to 
prevent global nuclear annihilation as they probably did in the recent past. 
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• 6Recommend 

Robbie J. 
 Miami Florida 14 hours ago 
Aha. The ones who know, don't talk. The ones who talk, don't know. 
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• 5Recommend 

 
Moira 
 Ohio 14 hours ago 
I am so happy to see the NYT's addressing this phenomenon. Thank you, thank you, thank 
you. They are real, they are not figments of anyone's imagination. Again, thank you. 

• Reply 

  

• 10Recommend 

Damian McColl 
 San Francisco 14 hours ago 
Carl Sagan said it best when it comes to extraterrestrial visitation of the Earth: "Extraordinary 
claims require extraordinary evidence." There is not a shred of evidence that we have been or 
are being visited. The universe is vast beyond our imagining in terms of both space and time 
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and the likelihood that we are close neighbors with another intelligent civilization is virtually 
zero. It took 4 billion years for intelligence to evolve here. There is no reason to believe it will 
be different anywhere else. If there are intelligent extraterrestrials, they either exist in another 
galaxy separated from us by millions of light years and are forever separated from us or they 
existed in the past and are now extinct. I totally support spending money on space technology 
and development but this is a complete waste. 

• Reply 

  

• 7Recommend 

Mr. Little 
 NY 13 hours ago 
Nothing in this article claims that the objects recovered are from another planet. 
The reality of UFOs is absolutely undeniable at this point. (Read Leslie Kean- UFOS: Pilots, 
Generals and Government Officials Go On the Record) What they are is another question, 
which certainly cannot be answered yet. 
 
To be sure, many sightings are perfectly explained; but the ones that aren’t clearly represent 
something beyond our current understanding of the universe. 
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• 2Recommend 

Chris H. 
 Seattle, WA 14 hours ago 
There is obviously content that has been discovered that substantiates this program’s 
existence. A billionaire doesn’t need $22m - that’s not the story. They keep it classified 
because they think that if the General Public knew the details of their findings that there 
would be pandemonium. Maybe, but’s so what? I think they would be surprised how creative 
and resilient people can be when faced with a common challenge. Transparency and full 
disclosure is key. 
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• 5Recommend 

 
gaaah 
 NC 14 hours ago 
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I have a paradox for you, because while universe is probably teaming with intelligent life, we 
are still practically alone and probably will be for centuries to come. I say "practically alone" 
not only because of the expanse of space but also the expanse of time. Enough has been said 
the former, but about later, it is highly unlikely we will run across a playmate our age. They 
would likely be millions of years our senior and no more communicate with us than we try to 
talk to bacteria. In addition wouldn't it be likely they practice a sort of "astro 
environmentalism" and want to leave us to our natural development? The Earth is an egg and 
humanity is the chick. Some day we may be strong enough to peck out of the shell, but if we 
prove ourselves to be "unviable" as a species, we will die in the shell. Thus I really doubt the 
aliens would interfere with our self destruction. 
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• 4Recommend 

tcq 
 Newton, MA 14 hours ago 
If you would like to be convinced, read Leslie Kean's "UFOs: Generals, Pilots, and 
Government Officials Go on the Record". At a minimum, you will find these accounts 
provocative, especially when you consider the sources. It's encouraging to see this story in the 
New York Times. Maybe the New Yorker will take a look? 

• Reply 

  

• 8Recommend 

Bill Eisen 
 is a trusted commenter Manhattan Beach 14 hours ago 
A billionaire with a secret government contract to investigate and try to explain the 
unexplainable? I think that such contracts ought to be put out to pubic bid and let the public 
weigh in on the need to spend money on such things - especially since so-called UFOs have 
never been determined to be a threat. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

bayrider 
 Cottonwood CA 14 hours ago 
Let me know when you find the mother ship. It's 4.2 light years to our nearest star Alpha 
Centauri. It seems like a long way for a 40 foot spacecraft. The necessary physical 
characteristics of an interstellar craft would be completely different from an atmospheric one.  
 
I am pretty sure there are other intelligences out there in the galaxy but doubt that we will 
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ever come into contact with them. It's possible if first we can extend human lifespans into the 
hundreds of years required for interstellar distances at sub light speeds and then achieve 
propulsion at a significant fraction of light speed. But we have been listening for incoming 
signals at effectively light speeds a while now and so far nothing. Unless that is being 
suppressed by the powers that be. I would think the best bet is to spend the money on listening 
as closely as possible. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

mjv 
 Cambridge, MA 14 hours ago 
Many people interested in space travel are motivated more by science fantasy than actual 
science. That would seem to describe Robert Bigelow, whose background is in real estate 
development (yeah, really), and who has no formal training in the advanced mathematics, 
physics, or other technologies required to begin to understand the domain. Because he hires 
smart people to implement his big ideas does not mean he has any real clue as to what is 
involved. 
 
That Harry Reid listened to him at all on the subject of extraterrestrial visitation is an 
indication of the corruption of money in politics more that anything else. 

• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

Tom Carroll 
 Bluff Point, NY 14 hours ago 
There is a common optical effect called Spectre of the Brocken, or a "Glory" that is kind of 
like a shadow. We see these from airplanes when we look down at cloud tops at the shadow of 
the plane. I think this may explain the "mysterious" object. Sorry folks. No little green men. 

• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

 
Richard Schumacher 
 The Benighted States of America 14 hours ago 
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If we had to spend $22 million on anything related to this nonsense it would have been better 
spent upgrading the cameras and recording systems on these aircraft. UFOs always disappear 
when the imaging gets clear enough. 

• Reply 

  

• 7Recommend 

Dan 
 New York 14 hours ago 
Fun article. It'd be nice if the Times took a deeper and more consistent look at the DOD's 
finances in light of the fact that its books are still such a mess that it cannot be fully audited. 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

Neil M 
 Texas 14 hours ago 
I share comments of incredubility of a billionnaire getting all this funding. 
 
Granted, he is only a billionnaire compared to the annual Pentagon expenditure of some $600 
plus billions. 
 
Surely, if he just partially joined the call of Mr Gates and other billionnaires in donating - he 
could fund this effort himself. 
 
And a Pentagon officer "deep in the bowels of bureaucracy" managing this program - this was 
his ticket to a cushy retirement - never mind, he resigned. 
 
It would have also been good to know qualifications of this Pentagon officer to manage this 
program. 
 
Finally, in some countries like India and others, black money is a money you do not declare to 
government to evade paying taxes. 
 
Use of this term here to evade attention of tax payers - gives it entirely a new meaning. 
 
I have had faith in Mad Dog" - but this action of his in closing down the program - is just 
another medal on his chest. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 
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vandalfan 
 north idaho 14 hours ago 
After reading just a few of the comments which support this absurd, comical waste of 
taxpayers' dollars, I'm beginning to understand how the present occupant of the White House 
got votes. 

• Reply 

  

• 8Recommend 

Wayne Boyd 
 Amarillo, Texas 14 hours ago 
So wait. Area 51 is real? The article seems to suggest that certain buildings in Las Vegas are 
warehousing pieces of these craft, that they are made of weird alloy and that "a 2009 
Pentagon briefing of the program asserted that 'what was considered science fiction is now 
science fact.’” 
 
I have always been skeptical of UFO fanatics. I mean get a life. How could a craft cross light 
years of space to get here? Now I'm scratching my head! 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

yahya 
 ny 27 minutes ago 
multidimensional traveling. 
you see, the 3rd dimension is not the only thing that exist. universe is way bigger than just 
matter 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Dean K 
 Adelaide, Australia 15 hours ago 
So... did the New York Times just confirm the existence of aliens?! 
 
"A 2009 Pentagon briefing summary of the program prepared by its director at the time 
asserted that “what was considered science fiction is now science fact,” and that the United 
States was incapable of defending itself against some of the technologies discovered. Mr. 
Reid’s request for the special designation was denied." 
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Surely the NYT wouldn't print this without proof that document was real - which would 
indicate there are aliens? 

• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

Dee 
 Anchorage, AK 15 hours ago 
Ah! Nothing like a front page UFO/ET story to take out minds off the all too terrestrial 
problems here at home. Let's all try to keep in mind that the U in UFO means unidentified and 
the FO's are NOT necessarily piloted by ET's. Should they be studied, yes, but not in a secret 
program funneling millions to friends of Harry Reid or any other congressman. 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

 
Eric Francis Coppolino 
 New York 15 hours ago 
It's obvious that there are aliens and visitations for one reason: the government admits 
nothing. There is your proof. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

James 
 PA. 15 hours ago 
(I just wanted to add that i think people should re-read this article with their heads outside the 
box.... in addition to other parts... (which were also full of obvious winks.. and none of them 
are even a big deal, mind u... even when they are, they arent...) 'm familiar with one of the 
people who was quoted in the article and I can't believe so many didnt see how theres really 
no other way to take the analogy he presented.... it's clear cut... if u were our govt would u say 
shocking things if they were true? Or would u be subversive and educate the more intelligent 
of those have some intuition.... ? Ok.. I'm likely not making sense now becuz im rambling, but 
people, some of u anyway... u must know what's going on.... that Leonardo da Vinci analogy 
was clue-ing u.... ok i'll just say it.. the mods can decide if its cool or not... - "alloys and 
materials recovered from uaps exhibit strange properties," doesn't shock people like it would 
if the NYT actually translated what the officials were trying to allude to, which would read 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250767
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250681
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250563


77 
 

like "Captured UFOS STUDIED, REVERSE ENGINEERING UNDERWAY," and i mean 
it's difficult becuz our scientists are like Leonardo da Vinci would be if he woke up and a 
smartphone landed in his lap! He was one of the greatest minds and inventors of his time, 
even concept of flying machines, not to mention hal even used an example regarding 
electromagnetics lol.. I know some of u may think this idea is nuts but it's not even nuts it's 
not even a big deal. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

bored critic 
 usa 14 hours ago 
lol, not wrong but drunk again. or still. lol 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

hawk 
 New England 15 hours ago 
No wonder Sen Reid retired a wealthy man, fabulous kickbacks! 
Little green men? Why not? 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Michael Sander 
 New York 15 hours ago 
I believe. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Kevin 
 Fla 15 hours ago 
2007 and Harry Reid is pushing to spend money on aliens.......priceless!! 

• Reply 
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• 1Recommend 

Gary 
 Here 15 hours ago 
I have heard of Robert Bigelow before. He was a frequent guest on the Coast to Coast radio 
program of George Noory, formerly Art Bell's old show. Another frequent guest on the 
program was Alex Jones. The dangers inherent in highly placed government officials lending 
credence to loony conspiracy theorists have been well documented of late and require no 
further comment. As for Mr. Bigelow, he thinks he is Elon Musk, but I have yet to see 
anything tangible emerge from his grandiose schemes. This sounds like a preposterous 
boondoggle of the highest order and ought to be shut down immediately. 

• Reply 

  

• 13Recommend 

EweNoHoo 
 Greater Metropolis 14 hours ago 
Bigelow has components on the ISS. He keeps a lower profile than Musk but his company is 
legit. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Frank 
 Sacramento 14 hours ago 
Why so closed-minded? 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Brian 
 New York 12 hours ago 
Odds are, you won't see anything tangible until the study is declassified. Going to the moon, 
mapping the human genome, building a computer smaller than an SUV was all considered 
preposterous at one time. Judging by the article, there's stuff we aren't told about. Don't think 
small. 

• Reply 
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• 1Recommend 

Domingo 
 NC 15 hours ago 
In the early 90s I was a kid who lived by the airport and was used to hearing airplanes all the 
time but 1 night there was a noise of an airplane but it wasn’t moving. I looked outside and 
saw an oval shape hovering and it had many different lights spinning around in the air.  
 
I couldn’t believe what I saw and said to myself it can’t be real and went to sleep. I woke up 
in the morning and my room was freezing cold, I couldn’t get up, I was paralyzed and I all I 
could do was think to myself and move my eyes around.  
 
I saw these beings around me there were tall and skinny and almost seemed like holograms. I 
freaked out and screamed in my head please save me Jesus ! Once I said that 2 in the front 
looked at each other and all disappeared. I ran to tell others but said to myself no one is going 
to believe !  
 
I went to school and pretended like nothing happened. After school my neighbors told me 
they had an alien experience and asked me if I had the same experience or anything similar 
and I said no because I definitely didn’t want to be on tv or make a big deal about this. 
 
I think about the experience today as pretty cool but it is pointless to spend millions of dollars 
to find out about them ! When theres so much need in rural and inner city America !  
 
Me & my neighbors grew up poor with barely any running water with parents living check to 
check. People need hospitals, free healthcare , tech schools, better roads, jobs etc... not money 
for research into the unknown ! 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

ExhaustedFightingForJusticeEveryDay 
 In America 28 minutes ago 
Are you okay with a $ 600 billion defense budget? One fighter jet costs about $ 80 million, 
and some naval carriers are $ 2 billion and require a million dollar a year for maintenance. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Yoandel 
 Boston 15 hours ago 
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If we do indeed have visitors, what a tremendous shame --of what we have done with the 
planet, animals and plants, and our fellow human beings, of our unjust and disgraceful ways 
of distributing (and in some cases) generating wealth, of our destroying beauty and the natural 
world, of tossing the potential of so many; our cruelty, our lies. Let me not even start about 
our leaders... 
 
But if we do have visitors, it does mean that --at least for some civilization-- there is hope. 
One reason to cheer! 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

JS 
 Seattle 15 hours ago 
UFO's definitely exist, because I saw 2 when I was a kid with my parents in NH, in 1966. It 
was a clear, fall night, and we saw a very bright light high in the sky, moving slowly in 
random directions, up, down, sideways, sometimes zig zagging, and all the while turning 
color from blue to red to green and white. Another light just like it appeared near it and the 
two lights started to move around each other, until there appeared to be an arc of light move 
between them, at which point one of the lights disappeared. The other light moved slowly 
until it was below the tree line and out of site. I'll never forget it, my parents were blown away 
and called the police to report a UFO. Several other people reported seeing the same 
phenomena. I've tried to rationalize what they might have been for years, but can't come up 
with any explanation. 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

G Patrick 
 N GA mountains 15 hours ago 
I was on a US Navy ship in the Pacific ocean in 1971 doing a nighttime lookout watch. The 
sky was cloudless. We spotted an air contact, a regular occurrence. This one however did not 
blink, was bright white and eventually became about the half the size of a dime held at arm's 
length, about 45 degrees up from the horizon. It stopped moving and hovered, and when we 
looked at it through the signalman's telescope we seen a paler yellow disk in the middle of the 
while light. It started moving up at an angle. leaving a bar shaped vapor trail cloud behind it, 
the only one in the sky. The object stopped for a brief time and then shot straight out into 
space at an incredible speed. We were steaming at 20 knots and it took over an hour to pass 
under the cloud that was left. 

• Reply 
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• 11Recommend 

nilootero 
 Pacific Palisades 15 hours ago 
I'm with Mr. Oberg , “Lots of people are active in the air and don’t want others to know about 
it. They are happy to lurk unrecognized in the noise, or even to stir it up as camouflage.” 
99.99% sure what's going on here is a little black budget project stumbling upon a very large 
black budget project. Nothing to see here, move along... 
Oh, and the aliens won't be contacting us until we achieve immortality (3 to six generations 
from now?). Until that happens any conversation an interstellar specious had with us would be 
like their having conversation with a downing man. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

 
Bos 
 is a trusted commenter Boston 15 hours ago 
You know, this is one of the reasons why people lost faith in the Dems. 
 
It is not about the UFO but about Mr Reid and his friend Mr Bigelow. Mr Musk might want 
government funding too for his project but he has been above board. Mr Bigelow is a rich 
man, he should be able to finance his own projects. If he wants government money, be open 
it. And Mr Reid knows how hard the dollars come by... and in this case, one shouldn't mind 
children before aliens 

• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

BobMeinetz 
 Los Angeles 15 hours ago 
The current wave of “UFO” sightings serves to confirm an indisputable, time-honored 
correlation with the threat of ICBM attack. 
 
In 2017, DPRK has replaced the Soviet Union as the genesis of these strange hallucinations 
appearing in darkened skies (apparently, aliens only visit at earth-night). The only mystery is 
how human judgment can be so easily corrupted by fear. 

• Reply 
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• 5Recommend 

KatheM 
 Washington, DC 15 hours ago 
At first I thought this was a Trump thing. Now I find out it's a Harry Reid thing! Mr. Reid, 
you owe the American people a lotta money. Start cashing out of that bitcoin. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

 
John 
 Rochester, NY 15 hours ago 
"$600 billion annual Defense Department budget." Now there's a story that warrants further 
investigation. 

• Reply 

  

• 17Recommend 

Craig Quirolo 
 Brooksville Fl 15 hours ago 
I like to see where the money went. 22 million with zero to show? 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Terrence 
 Florida 15 hours ago 
Contact Dr. Steven Greer. You are so close but have barely scratched the surface here. Keep 
going!!! 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Tom S. 
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 NYC 16 hours ago 
Trying to justify all the spending by giving credence to unfounded suppositions. Yet more 
photos so out of focus that no conclusions can be made. Today, with all the millions of 
cameras taking nice clear photos...UFOs are still unrecognizably out of focus....hmmm 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

Andy Williams 
 Brooklyn, NY 16 hours ago 
The earth is flat. At least from where I'm sitting. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

Tee Jones 
 Portland, Oregon 16 hours ago 
For anyone who has seen a UFO close up--as I have--there is no possible way to deny or 
explain it away it--or to believe it is anything made by man. The event I experienced 
happened over forty years ago, at night in the hills near Thousand Oaks, California. Late in 
the evening, I looked out my bedroom window and a craft that measured at least three football 
fields in length and width--round, glowing bright orange, hovered perhaps a quarter mile 
away from my residence. It stayed there for long enough for me to wake my girlfriend and for 
her to see it also, for least two to three minutes. It then simply disappeared. Not as in a magic 
trick, but as in "took off". It accelerated, and was gone in literally a second. Out of sight. 
Nothing like that can be "explained". Sorry. 

• Reply 

  

• 19Recommend 

Jerry 
 Minnesota 16 hours ago 
Can we please get some spacecraft from another planet to please pick up Trump and take him 
far, far away? And, while they are at it, Mitch McConnel and Paul Ryan. 
 
We would be in their eternal debt. 

• Reply 
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• 30Recommend 

vishmael 
 madison, wi 12 hours ago 
Earth may be like Australia originally to the British - an off-planet penal colony where they 
send such psychopathic refuse instead of taking sterner measure against them on their home 
turf. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Ikahead 
 Albany, NY 16 hours ago 
Yes, nice program Mr Reid, what a legacy. What are the stats on the homeless in America? 
Does America still have citizens that are starving? Let spend millions on UFOS!!! 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

KeithDB 
 Key Largo 16 hours ago 
The NY Times with a report on the X-Files. Pretty funny stuff. Nobody would be more 
excited than I would to see even a shred of credible evidence suggesting extraterrestrial 
visitation. Alas, there remains none. The notion of entire "fleets" of alien ships running 
around our skies is pretty laughable. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Iver Thompson 
 Pasadena, CA 16 hours ago 
We can find UFOs but no Russian connection? Too much free time in Washington. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Jim Oberg 
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 Houston, Texas 12 hours ago 
HERE is the genuine 'Russian connection'. UFOs not having placed themselves under 
scientific scrutiny, all that can be studied are UFO reports -- and there is at least one excellent 
reason why the Pentagon ought to be studying such reports. Whatever else may be causing 
them, MANY have for decades been caused by Soviet/Russian top secret missile/space 
activities badly misinterpreted by startled witnesses. Ranging from test of space-to-ground 
nuclear strike weapons, to nationwide space-war simulations, to US missile defense evasion 
techniques, legitimate military intelligence targets have made their greatest public mark as 
UFO reports -- providing any alert intelligence analysts with significant performance 
parameters. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Don 
 USA 16 hours ago 
UFO Earth tours to see the wildlife. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Angry 
 The Barricades 16 hours ago 
Some real Delta Green stuff here... 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Siddy Hall 
 Sao Paulo, Brazil 16 hours ago 
The first video is "Balloon Boy". The second video is a hacked version of "Pong". There. 
Mystery solved. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Alan Dean Foster 
 Prescott, Arizona 16 hours ago 
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Do I think intelligent life exists elsewhere in the galaxy? Most likely. 
Do I think such lifeforms may have visited Earth? Possibly. 
Do I think a species capable of crossing the interstellar gulf that wished to keep its presence 
here a secret would possess the technology to do so? Absolutely. 
Do I think such a species that did not want to keep its presence here a secret would go 
galivanting around in fits and starts where any old fool could take movin' pitchers of it would 
do so? Absolutely not. They'd likely set down on the White House lawn and say howdy. 
Otherwise they'd stay concealed. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

zcodesportsystem.com 
 NYC 16 hours ago 
Maybe these things aren't U.F.O. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Harryo 
 Wa 16 hours ago 
This stuff is always miles away and out of focus, fun for those that love aliens though. My 
suggestion, any alien in their right mind wouldn't come close to this planet, so look for the 
Russians tossing pie plates. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

k8 
  
16 hours ago 
The first video looks off; unless it's a cropped view of the video from the chase plane 
perspective, jets don't make a left turn with the port wing (left) above the starboard wing 
(right)... 
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• 3Recommend 
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Aristotle Gluteus Maximus 
 Louisiana 16 hours ago 
It's fake, it's fake. Have you no eyes and ears? 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

BGal 
 San Jose 16 hours ago 
I think spending money on this kind of investigation is fine. Having Harry Reid channel it his 
friend's company is worrisome. 
 
And let's just all remember that the 'U' in UFO is 'Unidentified', not 'UnFromThisWorld'. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

USA 
 USA 16 hours ago 
God help us all if they land and ask to take them to our leader. 

• Reply 

  

• 14Recommend 

Neal 
 New York, NY 16 hours ago 
The Gaslighting of America continues apace. Look! Over there! Shiny (unidentified flying) 
objects! Pay no attention to the madman in the White House or the felons in Congress 
currently conspiring to pick your pockets. This way to the egress! 

• Reply 

  

• 9Recommend 

Chris G 
 is a trusted commenter Boston area, MA 16 hours ago 
> including footage from a Navy F/A-18 Super Hornet showing an aircraft surrounded by 
some kind of glowing aura... 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250327
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250461
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250242
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250194
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250574
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The aura is an artifact of the camera. It has nothing to do with the object being imaged. (Once 
upon a time I worked with people whose job it was to build better cameras which wouldn't 
exhibit auras like that.) 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

flxelkt 
 San Diego 16 hours ago 
Hey, Mr. Spaceman 
Won't you please take me along 
I won't do anything wrong 
Hey, Mr Spaceman 
Won't you please take me along for a ride...  
 
"Mr. Spaceman" by The Byrds 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Sal Monella 
 Bronx 16 hours ago 
When Aliens arrive I hope they dont ask us to take them to our "leader". 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Dave Cushman 
 SC 16 hours ago 
A lot of comments are concerned about the $22 million spent on this project. 
However that is but a drop in the bucket of the scores of $billions of waste in the defense 
budget, which I read recently, somewhere, has never had an audit. (I hope I'm wrong about 
that) 
Maybe the reluctance to acknowledge even the possibility of alien life arises because of the 
challenge it presents to many people's conservative christianity which has a strangle hold on 
too much of our country's politics. 
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• 3Recommend 

Fred Atwater 
 California 16 hours ago 
$22 million sounds like a lot of money to the average person, but given the DOD's annual 
budget that amount is a pittance. The DOD burns through $22 million every 20 minutes. The 
more important question is should we be spending tax dollars to try to figure out why there 
are things in the skies, and possibly under the oceans, that can out-maneuver our most 
sophisticated military hardware? Of course we should. These things represent a gigantic threat 
to our sovereignty, and perhaps to humanity worldwide. We should be spending billions to 
learn what's going on. 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

Bruce R Arnold 
 Sydney 16 hours ago 
Classified top secret. But from whom? From the aliens? But can't they, with their "next-
generation" capabilities, simply read our minds or use their X-Ray vision to peer into locked 
file cabinets? What makes more sense is that this is being kept secret from taxpayers, who 
might think that this is a complete waste of money. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

RickRieder 
 Hudson Valley 16 hours ago 
Another waste of money. Basic understanding of E=MC squared seems to be lacking here. 
How many other waste of money projects are out there. As someone said, how many kids 
could have been fed or gone to college with this money. Say something about the intelligence 
of our legislators. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

 
Uly 
 New Jersey 14 hours ago 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250292
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250307
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250339
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250339:25250747
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@RickRieder 
 
It is E=mc^2 not E=MC squared. ^2 is an exponent. You are right. No celestial bodies break 
through the speed of light. Except being engulf into the black hole that light can not escape. 
Light bends and engulfs to black matter and into oblivion. Einstein's General Relativity 
predicts this phenomenon. Back to Earth, those Navy pilots saw something objectively. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

David Derbes 
 Chicago 16 hours ago 
A large number of people now have a camera with them all the time in their smart phones, 
and yet the number of photographs of UFO's has not increased. The big objection to UFO's is 
that other stars are very, very far away (the closest is about 4 light years), and our 
understanding of special relativity says that material objects like you and me and a ship 
cannot attain the speed of light, but only approach it (with increasingly gigantic demands on 
energy).  
 
Most of the scientists I know (and I'm a physicist) think it very likely that there is life 
elsewhere, but probably so far away that we'll never meet.  
 
That said, the video of the naval pilots (and other reports as detailed in the Condon Report of 
1968) tends to support the notion that there are genuinely unidentified flying objects. To be 
sure, most observations are of everyday phenomena: Venus, the moon, a satellite and so on. A 
handful are hoaxes. But there are definitely a small number, say 2 to 5%, that so far have 
resisted all explanations. Doesn't mean it's little green men or women, or even their satellites. 
But the phenomenon is worth investigation. 

• Reply 

  

• 8Recommend 

DougM 
 Seattle 16 hours ago 
I want to second the comment from TomF from Chicago, as well as the 'juvenile taboo' 
remark from Mr Bigelow. Scientific study and investigation should never be ridiculed. 
Anyone who has followed and studied this issue for years should be heartened by this report, 
as well as vindicated for all of the ostracism they have faced. 
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• 6Recommend 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250297
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Mmm 
 Nyc 16 hours ago 
I'd really like to hear more from the skeptics as how to so easily explain away the first-hand 
account from the two Navy pilots as set forth in the companion story to this article ("It 
accelerated like nothing I’ve ever seen"), which is corroborated by the video and 
contemporaneous audio recording of the reactions of the pilots at the time of the event. And 
how to explain away the thousands of similar accounts by military and commercial pilots. 
 
It seems we have prima facie evidence of something not of this world--a flying craft under 
intelligent control that exceeds the inertial capabilities of any flying technology known to the 
general public (airplane, helicopter, airship, drone, rocket, satellite or orbital vehicle).  
 
Any one of these accounts could be a hoax or a misidentification of terrestrial aircraft. One of 
the authors Leslie Kean was part of such a misidentified UFO story last year--the Chilean 
helicopter video event which turned out to just be a commercial plane. 
 
But I need a better counter-explanation than "it is an insect on the camera" or "interstellar 
travel is physically impossible". That just reeks of sticking your head in the sand and refusing 
to confront what could be our reality. 

• Reply 

  

• 14Recommend 

Mark Kinsler 
 Lancaster, Ohio USA 16 hours ago 
It is the duty of the US Air Force to deal with any threat from the sky, and if an unidentified 
flying object is indeed, uh, unidentified, they'll want to know what it is and where it came 
from. While it's unlikely that these originate from other worlds, they could be experimental 
devices devised by someone who might not like us, or they could be artifacts produced by our 
own detection equipment, which is important to know about as well.  
 
I'm not altogether thrilled by the secrecy of the project and its budget, but that's 
understandable as well. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Troy Body 
 Louisville 16 hours ago 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250202
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250468
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250320
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How does one measure the effectiveness of such a program? What is considered 
accountability? 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

sdw 
 Cleveland 16 hours ago 
Look at the enormous U.S. military budget, the open acknowledgment that billions are wasted 
each year in fraud and abuse, and the fact that it has been disclosed that the Pentagon has 
never completed an internal audit. 
 
With that track record, it is incredible that Defense Secretary Mattis and his predecessors have 
declined to fund organized research into U.F.O.s and other extraterrestrial phenomena 
possibly related to alien exploration of Earth. 
 
The expenditures on such research would be a drop in the bucket in comparison to the billions 
wasted on huge ships and aircraft which are no longer relevant to the types of armed conflict 
our nation is likely to face in coming decades. 
 
Donald Trump is fascinated by the big hardware which giants of the military-industrial 
complex try to peddle to the Pentagon. That childish presidential fixation and the greed of 
contractors should not be allowed to cause potentially existential scientific research to be 
abandoned. 
 
Good for Harry Reid for his intellectual curiosity and, more importantly, for his recognition 
that trying to find answers about U.F.O.s is in the best interest of American defense and 
science. 

• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

Don 
 USA 16 hours ago 
If the defense department released this video imagine what they have that wasn't released. We 
deserve to see all the evidence especially for $22 million a year. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

charles park 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250211
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250263
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 redding, ca 16 hours ago 
One pilot claims "They are going against the wind" another states "the wind is 120 miles to 
the west." Here are a couple of aviation knowns: All aircraft fly against the wind. And, the 
correct terminology used by aviators when discussing wind is to state direction first followed 
by velocity. For example, "The wind is west at 120. "miles" would not be used because it is 
understood to be knots in aviation weather. What this pilot has said is that the wind is located 
120 to the west of his position. I find it odd that this nonstandard terminology would be used 
by professional pilots. 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

Christine Cearnal 
 Portland Oregon 14 hours ago 
I think they actually say knots and it was mistranscribed. When I listen closely knots seems to 
be what I hear. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Timothy 
 New Orleans 16 hours ago 
It's a practical certainty that there is life out there.  
 
It's possible (I suppose) that some have figured out FTL travel, or some other hack of physical 
laws. 
 
If so, it's also a practical certainty that if they're all that advanced, they've figured out that 
cronyism and government are toxic mixture. Harry Reid's friends and their pet project need to 
justify themselves in open forum before they take my tax-dollars and give them to Bigelow 
for their own private Comic-Con. 
 
Just paid my 4th Quarter estimated tax, and I'm just a bit sore on this point. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Konstantinos Kappa 
 Berlin 16 hours ago 
My opinion is that all ufo videos are fake, look how their shape changes and evolves through 
history, from disc- retro- shape to current triangle more hi-tech new shapes. The phenomenom 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250170
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250170:25250979
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250220
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250359
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follows clearly the pop culture and the human perspective of what it would be technological 
advanced. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

James 
 PA. 16 hours ago 
I'm not sure enough of u people were reading between the lines on what this article actually 
said. Well, I did... and GOOD. it's about time.  
 
Guys this article says more than u think. I've never posted here before I'm a no one but when I 
checked the comments I assumed SOME of u would have seen what was being said and 
really, what's obvious and staring u in the face... geez! Sometimes it's best to take the subtle 
approach. I think that was a good choice here. I also hope most of u with closed minds will 
open them becuz the future is staring at us and we can have it now.... - this was the most 
professionally written & articulate article, It says something without having to "say it." And I 
don't wanna have to say it since too many of u missed it... - if I'm voted down or negative 
comments returned I likely won't see them, and if anyone else knows what I'm referring to, 
plz help the rest along, as I probably won't see any more commebts.. (BUT who knows..) 
Guys.... ok. YES the money is BEYOND worth it, I think many of u are assuming this money 
is being talked about being spent frivolously on that which there is no basis to investigate. If u 
knew there was, if u KNEW it... would u have a different opinion? And what if GOD 
FORBID, it's NOT crazy to imagine E.T. is here, if u *KNEW* that was not crazy, wouldnt u 
sign off?? And most importantly.... this isn't about life out there. It's about life & earth 
changing technologies for us down here. That's something we all would want. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Kal Al 
 Maryland 16 hours ago 
The United States government has spent more than half a century and countless billions 
(trillions?) investigating UFOs without a single demonstrable benefit. Just a bunch of "highly 
sensitive unconventional findings" that, surprise, no one outside of the government gets to 
look at and judge their value. Meanwhile, Mr. Reid's buddies get fat on taxpayer dollars. 
What an absolute boondoggle. 
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• Recommend 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250396
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CTM 
 Aurora, CO 15 hours ago 
Cf. Colonel Philip Corso, “The Day After Roswell”. Trillions in economic benefits. He says 
he administered technology transfer program, including game-changers such as integrated 
circuits/microchips filtered secretly through big companies’ R&D departments. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

 
Ravenna 
 NY 16 hours ago 
Rather than spend all that tax money on giving millionaires tax breaks I'd rather see it spent 
on investigating cool stuff like this. I totally believe the Navy pilot. 

• Reply 

  

• 17Recommend 

Meredith 
 Dytch 16 hours ago 
I used to think that UFOs were a uniquely American phenomenon - consisting of the wild 
theories of a few kooks obsessed with Area 51, and the delusions of a few old people in 
Kansas who dreamed they were abducted by aliens and probed aboard spaceships. Then I read 
"UFOs: Generals, Pilots and Government Officials Go On the Record," by Leslie Kean. I was 
surprised to learn of all the credible eye-witness accounts, not only from trained observers like 
US pilots, but also from foreign air force personnel in Belgium, Iran and South America. 
There was also a plausible explanation of the US Government's motives for mounting a pretty 
successful campaign to ridicule anyone who claimed to have seen a UFO. For pilots, in 
particular, coming forward with an account could be a career-ender. No wonder no one wants 
to talk. 
 
I think it's high time that these sightings be given the full investigation that they deserve, and I 
think that investigation should be public. 

• Reply 

  

• 26Recommend 

Rafterman 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250244:25250647
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249873
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249852


96 
 

 Buffalo 16 hours ago 
Finally, a freaking awesome news story. 

• Reply 

  

• 31Recommend 

RiValG 
 Scottsdale. AZ 16 hours ago 
Trump supporters won't like to know tax payers are paying for this nonsense; perhaps they are 
correct. The video in this story clearly shows what appears to be Santa Claus' elfs getting 
ready the distribution points in space for their earth visit next week. Happy holidays. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

The Prophey Joshu 
 NOLA 16 hours ago 
The United States and a host of defense companies and labs (Lockheed, Boeing, Northrup, 
Sandia Labs) have been operating a secret space program for a long time. The ET presence is 
clear on (and inside) Earth. Naval Intelligence operates 'Solar Warden' to track our immediate 
spacial airspace but we have bases on the Moon, Mars and beyond. Most will be saddened 
that WW2 ended in a general stalemate in Germany and they have been in space for a LONG 
time, with facilities on Ceres and elsewhere. All these organizations work together, mind you 
- using a great deal of slave labor plucked straight off this planet. Dig a little deeper and you'll 
see the Department of Defense can't account for over $20 TRILLION since 1998 alone. It has 
been a leveraged buyout of planet Earth since 1947. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

It’s News Here 
 Kansas 16 hours ago 
Did you just disclose the secrets of the Level 30 of Scientology? Tom Cruise is going to be 
mad at you. 
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• 4Recommend 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249943
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Mark 
 Los Angeles,CA 16 hours ago 
From a seperate article from the NYT today, 
including testimony from the pilot himself: 
 
“Well, we’ve got a real-world vector for you,” the radio operator said, according to 
Commander Fravor. For two weeks, the operator said, the Princeton had been tracking 
mysterious aircraft. The objects appeared suddenly at 80,000 feet, and then hurtled toward the 
sea, eventually stopping at 20,000 feet and hovering. Then they either dropped out of radar 
range or shot straight back up. 
 
For all the skeptics on this site, I didn't know specks of dust on sensors could be confirmed 
visually and on radar. Nothing to see here indeed! 

• Reply 

  

• 14Recommend 

Astrogeek 
 Phoenix, AZ 15 hours ago 
What was used to "track" these mystery objects? Radar? Eyeballs? In the first case, radar can 
be fooled using countermeasures or natural phenomena, or misbehave on its own through a 
hardware or software error. In the second case, human eyeballs are notoriously bad witnesses 
to events. I don't need a speck of dust to have serious doubts about extraordinary claims. For 
example, something appearing suddenly on radar, moving oddly, and then disappearing again 
sounds suspiciously like operator error or a software glitch. I'd investigate those possibilities 
thoroughly before ever concluding real objects were at play. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Konstantinos Kappa 
 Berlin 16 hours ago 
From whatI read, this was a program to gather and analyse reports from military reports, to 
see if there was a legit threat there. 22 million is NOTHING compared to the black budget 
items. 22 million is enough to run a small office with computers, phones, and a small travel 
budget. You have to understand how the military works, and how they HAVE to spend money 
on things that will never be used, because it's regulations. And how everything is overpriced, 
and overstaffed. 
A bunch of DoD dudes had an easy assignment sitting in an office reading UFO reports from 
air force and marine pilots. Wooo. 
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• 2Recommend 

Realist 
 Suburbia 16 hours ago 
If Aliens wanted to study us they would immerse into our lives without us realizing it, 
probably disguised as pets, I am guessing cats.  
 
OTOH, the universe is probably full of life, we just don’t know him much of it is intelligent 
life. 

• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

NMS 
 Houston 16 hours ago 
I am so glad that this came out of Times. The UFO topic has been inundated in the deluge of 
misinformation, battered with fame/money-seeking hoaxes/fabrications, and consequently, it 
has been reduced to the class of inane urban legends. 
In the US and in the rest of the world, most of those who believe in UFO phenomenon, do so 
for all sorts of wrong reasons (+fake news) and so do the people who dismiss it as a myth. I 
wish NYtimes will go a step ahead and publish a dispassionate and objective article on UFO, 
as there is a need to strip away all the noise. There have been, of course, a few reports/articles 
which are quite objective and separate the weed from facts, one such brilliant report is French 
govt's Cometa report. 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

Bart Madison 
 Chilmark, MA 16 hours ago 
It is doubtful that this project, and most of the U.S. media/ officials, will give the straight 
story to the public of the reality of this true phenomenon. It is always subject to manipulation. 
I do appreciate the article making an effort, & mentioning that many other nations are far 
more open to the truth-- societies where officials, the media, and the public actively engage 
the mystery without ridicule or dismissal. Over the decades (millennia, really) & across the 
world, millions of witnesses (both public, and trained professionals), thousands of photos, 
videos, radar tapes, eyewitness drawings, and numerous uncovered government documents 
prove the global phenomenon to anyone fairly looking. Many recent people, like U.S. 
researcher Richard Dolan, have brought disciplined professional research standards to finding 
& archiving the semi-secret paper trail of documents proving the reality of a genuine mystery. 
In 1994, in rural Zimbabwe, dozens of students at the Ariel School experienced a 
landing/encounter in a famous case, investigated by Dr. John Mack of Harvard. Their 
eyewitness drawings, recorded testimony (full of authentic affect & consistency), and 
continued maintenance of the truth of their remembered encounter today as adults, are the 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25250129
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subject of the upcoming definitive documentary, "Ariel Phenomenon". Actor Dan Akroyd 
gives a heartfelt, visionary framing of this crucial case and what it means in this short 
clip. http://www.arielphenomenon.com/new-ariel-promo 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Jim Oberg 
 Houston, Texas 12 hours ago 
Aykroyd? He gives a detailed personal account of a telepathic summons from an overflying 
UFO that turned out to be a sunlit fuel dump from a Japanese space booster. Stick to enjoying 
his science fiction performances. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Hugh Crawford 
 Brooklyn (visiting California) 16 hours ago 
Is there supposed to be something in that video? It's too bad that the comatic aberration of the 
lens is obscuring it. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Sam 
 New York City 16 hours ago 
I’m so happy that there is alien life out there. Not only will I bring them to our “leader” but I 
will pay them to take him with them! 

• Reply 

  

• 9Recommend 

Rockfannyc 
 Nyc 16 hours ago 
So will trump be so quick to block actually aliens from entering our country? Does America 
First mean Earth first too? 
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• 3Recommend 

Beck Peacock 
 Victoria B.C. 16 hours ago 
Anybody ever hear of the North Lights? 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Eirroc 
 Skaneateles NY 15 hours ago 
Are the North Lights different than the Northern Lights, or are they a new indie band? 
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• 1Recommend 

 
Mark W 
 Melbourne Australia 16 hours ago 
Sprinkled throughout respected media over the past year or two are progressively more and 
more tantalizing details that taken together seems like an attempt to slowly shift the public 
towards mainstream acceptance. This article unwittingly or not plays a part in that PR 
realignment. 
 
We’ve been culturally juvenile about this topic for way too long and the tin foil hat brigade 
are the opposite to who you think they are; they’re actually the people who have suppressed 
information, or ridiculed the phenomena, not the believers. 
 
If there are indeed other forms of intelligent life here, they too seem to be slowly disclosing, 
appearing here and there to prepare us, hopefully they are reading The NY Times, putting a 
thermometer to the cultural zeitgeist, checking the prevailing winds, and when they think 
we’re ready, disclosure is really up to them. All the research in the world won’t tell us who 
they are until they decide it’s time. And I can take a guess at what they’re monitoring; and 
that’s the human capacity to succumb to fear in all its many forms. We’re grand masters at 
being idiots controlled by fear. Make a breakthrough as a species against fear - look how far 
away from that we are just in human rights - then we might be ready to step confidently into a 
future profound. 
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• 11Recommend 

 
Kathryn Esplin 
 Massachusetts 16 hours ago 
Much better to have spent a fraction of that money on the IRP project, the Identified Rabid 
Politicians project. 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

 
Mike Mayer 
 Seattle 16 hours ago 
Civilized people once thought the earth was flat. They were soon proven wrong. 
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• 4Recommend 

Jim Oberg 
 Houston, Texas 12 hours ago 
Wrong. Educated people knew for two thousand years that Earth was a globe. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Richard Simnett 
 NJ 1 hour ago 
Correct- from the time of Ancient Greece and the development of geometry. 
However, there was a time before classical Greece. If you count the people of those times as 
civilised, then there were once civlised people who thought the world was flat. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249864
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It may have been a very long time ago though: the Piri Reis map shows the coastline of 
Antarctica as it was 9000 years ago. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Cbad 
 Southern California 16 hours ago 
Best distraction from the Russia election investigation EVER! 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

KarenM 
 SLO CA 16 hours ago 
Read Leslie Kean's 2010 book on UFO testimonials. Then compare value to us taxpayers of 
funding further research vs. funding the President's golf outings ($90M to date). 

• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

Terry Tibando 
 British Columbia 16 hours ago 
This is disinformation and spin control to get the public to buy into the evil alien scenario 
which will be ramped up into a full false flag alien invasion scenario ala' Independence Day 
style! Anything that mentions UFOs and Tom DeLonge in the same breath is disinformation! 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Schatzie's Earth 
 Lexington, KY 16 hours ago 
I don't even know where to file this in my brain. 

• Reply 
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• 2Recommend 

William Fritz 
 Hickory, NC 16 hours ago 
There is no "they" there. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Steve Cohen 
 oakville 16 hours ago 
So an $80 million Navy F/A-18 Super Hornet does not have a 4k HD camera on board with 
800x zoom optics, which is available on a Sony camera. Very interesting. 

• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

srwdm 
 Boston 17 hours ago 
Such secrecy! 
 
And it is also worth noting that Harry Reid is a Mormon and thereby subscribes to the 
following Mormon scripture: “And worlds without number have I created“—from the 
Mormon volume of scripture known as The Pearl of Great Price. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Dan 
 Seattle 17 hours ago 
This is either the most important thing the times ever published, or the best joke. I confess that 
I am not sure which. 

• Reply 

  

• 11Recommend 

NotSoCrazy 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249889
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 Massachusetts 17 hours ago 
Better to look away and pretend there isn't an elephant in the room, than to spend a few bucks 
and maybe understand why there appears to be an elephant in the room.  
 
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2007-01-01/travel/chi-0701010141jan01... 
 
To all the smug sounding know it all deniers - are you really oh so clever or have you been 
played? 

• Reply 

  

• 7Recommend 

Robbbb 
 NJ 17 hours ago 
Two explanations more likely than a UFO: A creepy-crawly bug is on the head-up display, 
occasionally turning or stretching its wings. The tracking is too perfect, and the size is 
unchanging (hence, the F/A-18 is neither closing on or being outrun by the target). More 
probably, it's the other F/A-18, whose performance is matched to the first aircraft, and the two 
airmen got away with a wonderful prank. Fighter pilots are known for their sense of humor: 
remember "Top Gun?" 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

 
Vanessa Hall 
 is a trusted commenter Millersburg, MO 17 hours ago 
Denying the possibility of intelligent life elsewhere in the universe is a lot like demanding a 
government entity not use a list of designated words. Just because someone is incapable of 
imagining the existence of life on another planet doesn't negate the possibility. Regarding the 
unknown objects themselves, perhaps Robert Heinlein said it best: 
One man's 'magic' is another man's engineering. 'Supernatural' is a null word." Time Enough 
for Love. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Steve W 
 Eugene, Oregon 17 hours ago 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249848
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2007-01-01/travel/chi-0701010141jan01_1_craig-burzych-controllers-in-o-hare-tower-united-plane
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249974
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The contractor friend is a problem, as that kind of thing almost always is. The term UFO 
simply means something is airborne and we don't know what it is. It certainly seems 
reasonable to check it out. Preferably by someone who is not convinced that space aliens have 
visited us. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Barbara Bingaman 
 Pennsylvania 17 hours ago 
I would be okay with this research although without the secrecy and giving research contracts 
to friends. But why is $20 million a year for something with little concrete evidence okay but 
nothing for climate change with all of the available proof? 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

JW 
 New York 17 hours ago 
Bigelow is right. There are aliens among us. I've seen two myself working for my landscaper. 

• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

Hugh Wudathunket 
 Blue Heaven 17 hours ago 
It would be handy to have a well publicized program like this when reports of unidentified 
craft get reported to air traffic control and the FAA, as happened on October 25th, over 
Northern California and Oregon. 
 
In that instance, a white craft was observed by airline pilots to be traveling just above 
commonly used commercial airspace, traveling north at about 800 MPH. Radar stations along 
the route could not track it. F-15 jets equipped with the best air to air radar systems available 
could not find it when they were scrambled to find it. The many pilots who saw it within 4 to 
15 miles of their own aircraft could not see it on their Traffic Collision Avoidance Systems, 
and their was no response to repeated attempts at radio contact. NORAD and the FAA 
acknowledged the event, but they cannot explain what the object was. 
 
It seems unlikely that experimental aircraft invisible to radar would be flying near a well 
traveled air corridor in daylight. Similarly, drug smugglers hoping to escape detection would 
not likely choose such a course. Whatever it was, it is troubling that it was traveling so close 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249780
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to other aircraft without easy means of being tracked to avoid a collision. 
 
Background on the mystery event is available here: 
 
http://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/16079/ airliners-and-f-15s-involved-in-bizzare-
encounter-with-mystery-aircraft-over-oregon 
 
Spending $22 million a year to make sense of what cannot be identified flying around us 
seems reasonable. We should do it. 

• Reply 

  

• 7Recommend 

 
TyroneShoelaces 
 Hillsboro, Oregon 17 hours ago 
$22 million peanuts. The cost of developing the F-35A to date is over $406 billion and the 
price per copy is now $85 million. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

DawnP 
 CA 17 hours ago 
To believe that we are alone or that humans are the highest form of life in the solar system is 
simply a form of fear-based denial. The enormity of the universe and the simplistic level at 
which we perceive it make our supremacy unlikely. 
 
$22 million is a drop in the bucket for what could deliver massive amounts of intrigue, 
intelligence and inspiration. 

• Reply 

  

• 10Recommend 

BGal 
 San Jose 16 hours ago 
I think it's pretty clear that we are the highest form of life in our solar system. 

http://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/16079/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249803
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249970
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249970:25250491
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• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Bob 
 Cincinnati, OH 17 hours ago 
Yes, there are obvious mistakes involving well known objects (meteors, weather balloons, 
etc.) and plenty of hoaxes perpetrated by publicity seekers, but people like airline pilots, 
police and officers in the military have nothing to gain by making up bizarre stories. Too 
many sightings (both direct, visual and on radar) of mysterious, flying craft/objects by 
respected members of our society cannot be ignored. Often these things appear to do things 
that man-made aircraft cannot, and at least some of them have been sighted in places that are 
clearly off limits. Either they are absolutely real, or we have abundant evidence that some of 
the most respected members of our society occasionally experience an intriguing type of 
hallucination. Both possibilities demand very serious study.... and explanation. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

srwdm 
 Boston 17 hours ago 
There’s a problem here with most of the money going to Harry Reid‘s friend and fellow 
Nevadan, Robert Bigelow, owner of Budget Suites of America. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Timothy 
 New Orleans 16 hours ago 
You're implying he's hoping to corner the extraterrestrial market on affordable, comfortable 
overnights, using government cash? I see your point. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

just Robert 
 North Carolina 17 hours ago 
Dark matter and energy, quantum effects and unexplained as yet phenomenon in our 
atmosphere among so many things we just don't understand as yet. The basis of science is 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249990
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humility in that one answer reveals things not understood. So perhaps we should with hold 
judgment on things not completely understood. I do not know is a completely valid response 
scientifically. And the claim to know something you don't becomes the realm of charlatans. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

What'sNew? 
 Amsterdam, The Netherlands 17 hours ago 
I saw on the internet that some warehouses in Las Vegas would contain metal parts of UFOs. 
Samples of metal parts of UFOs could be tested for an extraterrestrial origin by determining 
the isotope ratios of the elements in the alloys: for an extraterrestrial origin, such ratios will 
plausibly be different. This even applies to material from Mars. 
If the origin is still terrestrial, time traveling could be tested by investigating ratios of long-
living radioactive isotopes. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Michael O'Meara 
 Philippines 17 hours ago 
As the Magliozzi brothers would often exclaim, “ BOGUS!” Listen to the total absence of 
excitement; the underpinnings of any real sense of amazement as the “video” runs. The 
“Pilot” is clearly following orders to voice his “script” as the “video” plays out. This “Pilot” 
has no future in acting and the black & white format presents like an ancient game of Pong. Is 
it possible that this entire presentation is nothing more than another government agency’s 
effort to provide “evidence” needed to justify its continued existence? 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Paul S 
 Minneapolis 17 hours ago 
Whatever it is, why is it secret? The government is ever the nanny state. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249756
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Meighley 
 Missoula 17 hours ago 
Why are American scientists the only ones who cower in their investigations from a fear of 
being ostracised? We are so much better than that. The tyranny of public opinion leaves us 
ignorant and afraid, with a current threat of an authoritarian leader a real possibility. Many 
people have seen unidentified flying objects. Of course we should study them! We need to 
stop being so afraid of stepping outside of the lines or those who are not will take over. We 
need leaders we can trust who will lead. Harry Reid did, in this instance at least. 

• Reply 

  

• 7Recommend 

Kerry Pechter 
 Lehigh Valley, PA 17 hours ago 
Glad to see Ralph Blumenthal still in the game. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Eatoin Shrdlu 
 Somewhere On Long Island 17 hours ago 
First: Unidentified Flying Object means just that, something someone saw, but couldn’t 
identify. 
 
Second: ever heard of “stealth” technology? Do you think the US is the only nation involved? 
And it goes back a long time - look at the design of the Avero Aero, the best short-range 
fighter of t964, or world have been if the project hadn’t been canceled, and almost every bit of 
hardware and design material sent to the bottom of the Great Lakes. 
 
Ask any older Air Canada pilot for the American aircraft builders conspiracy theories. 
 
I grew up under the Fairchild-Republic test field runways approach, and we got to see some 
really interesting one-offs coming back after test flights. 
 
Third: the “them” theory. Why would intelligent life from other star systems travel lightyears 
to check us out and not drop by for a talk or wish to live here? 
 
No matter what the technology, the trip would be expensive, and, if “they” think like we do, 
always placed on the rearmost budgetary burner. 
 
The original concept for the reusable shuttle was to keep research and an assembly line going 
on a high-orbit systemUsing a liquid-fuel, crewed booster.Congress cut NASA’s bare bones 
budget in half, and has slashed it repeatedly, since. 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249733
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Lastly, no threat from e.t. Every planet is going to be less than perfect for any life that didn’t 
evolve there - I wish they’d get here for a visit, to rrestore money space research 
 
Keeping up your food supply and carrying life support gets to be a pain. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Edward 
 Philadelphia 17 hours ago 
This article is an example of why the subject gets no traction. It implies in several places that 
actual physical material that cannot be explained exists yet no one is clamoring to test it? 
Because it doesn't actually exist. In the end, all they have are anecdotes and "sightings". So I 
am supposed to believe that Mr. Bigelow has a hangar full of alien material and the US 
military has no interest in it? Oooooookay. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

vandalfan 
 north idaho 15 hours ago 
Mr. Bigelow needs an excuse to gorge at the public trough, thanks to Speaker Reid and others. 
Quid pro quo. Give me campaign donations and I'll see you get them back from the taxpayers, 
doubled. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Richard Frauenglass 
 Huntington, NY 17 hours ago 
Being a skeptic, what did the post-flight systems checkout show? 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

sg 
  
17 hours ago 
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It's probably the Russians messing with us. First it was UFOs. Then, recently, the elections. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Graham Thomas 
 Brooklyn 17 hours ago 
Didn't anyone read "the Day After Roswell"? Col. Philip Corso's compelling description of 
the government's (Pentagon) involvement in the recovery and use of advanced scientific and 
engineering artifacts from found alien aircraft. No joke. Read it. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

Paul Wallis 
 Sydney, Australia 17 hours ago 
1. There is no reason to believe that life doesn't exist elsewhere, but remember - Historically 
people thought Marco Polo invented China, too, so they assumed China didn't exist.  
 
2. The Lowest Common Denial Factor is very normal. What is believed is what is assumed to 
be believed by others. You can believe in a god you can't see, but not in UFOs you can see.  
 
3. The existence of aliens from other stars would disprove a lot of scientific and religious 
theories. It's hard to imagine our brattish dogmatists accepting any info, with or without 
proof.  
 
4. Thousands upon thousands of incidents have been dismissed out of hand. People trying to 
be honest have been abused and ridiculed by people on principle, with or without facts of 
reports being considered.  
 
5. Media gutlessness and refusal to follow up on information doesn't help.  
 
6. The "scientific" establishment is famous for its hatred and persecution of any information 
which doesn't agree with its established dogma on any subject. It's like a peer group 
Inquisition, and about as useful.  
 
This issue has NEVER been addressed rationally. How "rational" is a position which 
dismisses any and all information as false or deluded, without examination?  
 
There is no logical basis whatsoever to believe life can't exist on other worlds, but the default 
" normal" argument, (normal to whom?) even after discovering thousands of other exo-
worlds, is that there's no life on them. How sane would you say that is? 

• Reply 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249580
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249141


112 
 

  

• 16Recommend 

Scott 
 PNW 17 hours ago 
Sure sure sure. UFOs. Why not. Makes as much sense as everything else happening these 
days. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

dmg 
 New Jersey 17 hours ago 
Sadly, Martin Gardner is no longer with us to lend a skeptical voice to the never-ending UFO 
nonsense. But unfortunately, Mr. Puthoff, a well-known scientologist/parapsychologist whose 
various claims for ESP, UFO, ZPE, and many other supernatural phenomena have been 
debunked again and again over the past 40 years, is still at it. You can find an example of 
Gardner's critique of Puthoff and his buddies 
here:https://www.csicop.org/si/show/dr._bearden_vacuum_energy 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Steve D. 
 Houston, TX 15 hours ago 
Most of Mr. Gardner's critique centered on Dr. Puthoff's past association with Scientology. 
Dr. Puthoff had quit Scientology long before Gardner's attacks and had even led protests 
against the abuses of Scientology. All of this is contained in Dr. Puthoff's response. As far as 
vacuum energy research, to get published in Phys Rev A, as Dr. Puthoff has, requires 
scientific rigor and a solid reputation, despite what Martin Gardner or Lawrence Krauss may 
have said. Any topic, whether it is psi phenomena, UFOs, or whatever, should be able to be 
put under the microscope of the scientific method. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Bad bob 
 Ca 17 hours ago 
Ive seen silent UFO's over the Coachella valley brilliant lights i thought at first thinking they 
were Chinese lanterns we followed them from Cat city east on a wind less night we stopped 
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the lights remained over the salten sea for hours at about 10 thosand feet the lighs brilliant at 
30 miles 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Mark Shyres 
 Laguna Beach, CA 17 hours ago 
In other words, Harry Reid made up the program to hand his pal $22 million dollars. Next 
question,please. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Jt 
 Ca 17 hours ago 
I just watched the group proporting to be furthering the work of the dod program. 1 word. 
Scam. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

larrythelogger 
 Oklahoma 17 hours ago 
How much of the 22 million has Mr. Bigelow, Mr. Elizondo and all the "subcontractors" 
donated to the DNC and Democrats while they managed, researched and assessed the threats 
posed by things that only exist in movies and TV shows? That's a question the NYT would 
ask and answer only if Reid were a Republican. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

IndianaJoe 
 Indiana 17 hours ago 
Aliens are demons, and our government knows this. And they still seek an alliance with them. 

• Reply 
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• Recommend 

Humanesque 
 New York 16 hours ago 
If aliens exist, are able to get here, and are demons, wouldn't they be at war with us already? 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

 
Impedimentus 
 Nuuk,Greenland 17 hours ago 
There may be intelligent life in the universe, but there is most certainly none on earth. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

T 
 OC 17 hours ago 
Agents Scully and Mulder are on it.  
 
The Truth is Out there! 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

A Business Owner 
 Los Angeles, CA 17 hours ago 
People with high IQ argue about whether UFOs exist. 
 
People with high RQ say, “Of course UFOs exist! The acronym stands for “Unidentified 
Flying Object” ferkrissake. 
 
(RQ is about Rational Thinking rather than just matching geometric figures and English 
words.  
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Einstein said, “Only 2% of people can think. 3% think they can think, and the other 95% 
would rather die than think.”) 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Vox 
 NYC 17 hours ago 
Let's face it... If you were an alien civilization, intelligent and advanced enough to travel to 
Earth, and you saw the mess humans had made of their home planet, wouldn't YOU leave 
pronto and make sure to destroy any evidence you'd visited, or even existed? You certainly 
wouldn't Earthlings have any info causing them to come looking for you and your planet to 
treat in the same way! 

• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

NavyVet 
 Chicago 17 hours ago 
Try checking out "The Hunt For Zero Point" by Nick Cook, a former Aviation Editor for 
Jane's Defense Weekly. Uncommon things tend to happen uncommonly. Some (or perhaps 
all) of these phenomena may just originate from our home planet... 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

George 
 NYC 17 hours ago 
The growing consensus among the mainstream UFO community is that these alien 
psychophysical craft come to help humanity evolve its consciousness. 
 
Since these craft are able to exhibit varying degrees of materiality they are psychophysical - 
material and psychical; neither and yet both. They are paranormal and suggest being subtle 
bodied. Thus, they are able to exhibit anti-gravity and inertia free movements. 
 
C.G. Jung, the famous Swiss psychiatrist, wrote a book titled "Flying Saucers" in the late 
1950s. Its psychic aspects need to be included as well as the Sacred Geometry shapes if the 
message the alien intelligence brings is to be understood. 

• Reply 
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• 2Recommend 

Sherrie 
 New Jersey 17 hours ago 
“The universe is a pretty big place. If it's just us, seems like an awful waste of space.” - Carl 
Sagan, Contact 

• Reply 

  

• 8Recommend 

Don 
 USA 17 hours ago 
It sure pays handsomely to be Harry's friend. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Reader 
 Tortola 17 hours ago 
It's a big cosmos. Somebody's got to fill it. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

john plotz 
 hayward, ca 17 hours ago 
Now that this information has appeared on the front page of a famous newspaper, I can at last 
speak out. I am a so-called “alien” from Galaxy X-7Q5. I came to this planet some 70 years 
ago with a handful of other agents – all of us taking human form so we could mingle . My 
particular mission was to report on conditions to my fellow “aliens” back home. Naturally, I 
cannot share the contents of my annual reports (but you can trust me when I say that they 
would reveal nothing of importance and anyway no one is really interested in them). But I can 
say – here on the pages of the failing New York Times -- that our plans to seize this little 
outpost are so far advanced there is nothing you can do to prevent it. Our chief strategy has 
been to undermine Earth’s so-called “civilization” from within – a strategy that has succeeded 
brilliantly. Earth has never been so confused, disordered, irrational. And you will never be 
able to identify our agents. Though we are rightfully proud of our orange hair and toothy 
grins, we have enough modesty and strength of character to keep them hidden. You will never 
find us! 
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• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

NYT Pick 
Andrew 
 NYC 17 hours ago 

So how many children would go to sleep with full bellies instead of hungry if we didn’t waste 
money on this project? 

• Reply 

  

• 62Recommend 

George S 
 New York, NY 17 hours ago 

Why are issues like this or defense always either/or responses. Aren’t we big and prosperous 
enough to do both if we simply had the will to do so? 

• Reply 

  

• 8Recommend 

Humanesque 
 New York 16 hours ago 

We could already feed all the children everywhere if multinationals would get out of the way. 
There is no shortage of food. 

• Reply 

  

• 9Recommend 

Thomas Zaslavsky 
 is a trusted commenter Binghamton, N.Y. 16 hours ago 

None. This is a pittance. 

• Reply 
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• 3Recommend 

Beavis 
 Alaska 16 hours ago 

None. People are starving because our political parties demand that some people starve. 

• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

jaro65 
 Seattle 16 hours ago 

I suspect the answer is zero 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

gaaah 
 NC 16 hours ago 

Your heart is surely in the right place, but realize $22 million is 0.00058% of the $3.8 trillion 
federal budget. To put it another way, if you make 80K per year that's 46 cents out of your 
entire annual income. 

• Reply 

  

• 12Recommend 

DBuck 
 Bozeman, MT 15 hours ago 

Let's do the math; $22 Million for 43 Million impoverished Americans over 5 years (2007--
2012) comes out to $0.0047 per person per year. That's less than 5 cents/person/year. So, I'm 
guessing it wouldn't help hunger in this country much. 
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• 9Recommend 

DBuck 
 Kalispell, MT 15 hours ago 
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Apologies, my earlier post had bad math. It comes out to $0.102 per impoverished American 
per year. That's about 10 cents/impoverished American/year. 

• Reply 

  

• 7Recommend 

Eva 
 CA 15 hours ago 

Almost 50 million people get assistance by the SNAP program that has an over $70 billion 
budget. The $20 million spent on this sounds like a lot, but it wouldn't make much difference. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

EHR 
 Md 14 hours ago 

"So how many children would go to sleep with full bellies instead of hungry if we didn’t 
waste money on this project?" 
 
None. The money would still go to billionaires, just under a different guise or a different pet 
project. 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

Third.coast 
 Earth 14 hours ago 

Your government is still spending $10 billion a month in Iraq. Try to prioritize, ok? 
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• 5Recommend 

Ingolf Stern 
 Seattle 13 hours ago 
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Well, how many children could you have fed with the money you used to buy the computer 
you used to type that message? 
The world is complex and ambiguous. 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

RLL 
 New York, NY 13 hours ago 

Andrew in NYC: As if the GOP would allow those funds to go to hungry bellies that "didn't 
work for it"? How can you delude yourself into thinking that any extra money gained from 
canceling a government program would go the needy, whom Paul Ryan and the GOP have 
labeled "takers"? How can you not know that the extra cash would only be funneled to 
corporations and the 1 percent, the "job creators"? Where have you been?? $22 million is a 
pittance compared with other government expenditures. I'm perfectly fine with it being spent 
on undeniable unexplained phenomena, and hungry bellies being filled by taking back from 
the billionaires the tax cuts they don't need nor deserve. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Name 
 Here 12 hours ago 

zero. This is not how politics, funding or the military work. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Getreal 
 Colorado 12 hours ago 

Andrew 
This is research into one of the most important revelations in human history. 
Your question is better sent to Trump because of the money he actually wastes traveling 
around the country to play golf. 
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• 1Recommend 
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John Tudek 
 Morgantown, WV 12 hours ago 

If you assume ten dollars a meal, three meals a day and 365 days in a year, then 2009 children 
can be fed per year. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Ethan Sommer 
 San Rafael, CA 12 hours ago 

Relax, it's $22M, not that much in govt. land. You couldn't resurface 1 road in San Francisco 
for less than $22M. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Herasblog 
 Los Angeles 12 hours ago 

None. The money would only go to some other defense contractor as you know. Andrew is 
another name they use in forums a lot for these dismissive contrarian views. Andrew is Code 
for "Android" which is a term the Reptilians (Greys subset) use to denote themselves, because 
the Reps have a human biology-based overlay that shields their Reptilian form from view. See 
the many videos on YouTube of the Reps in government and media, shown in slow motion. 
Pay attention to every pair of eyes you see. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

White Buffalo 
 SE PA 1 hour ago 

A much better question is why the Republicans, which control Congress, found sufficient 
money to add $1.5 trillion to the debt and give the wealthiest and corporations an enormous 
tax cut, but can't find money to renew CHIP or feed those children? 
 
We have sufficient resources in this country to spend $22 million on research and feed 
children. 
 
The problem is allocation, which should be to support both, not obliterate science in the name 
of feeding children. 
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• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Dan 
 NC 1 hour ago 

None, as the savings will go to the super rich. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

discountbrains 
 tn 1 hour ago 

I don't care how many children u mention. A lot of these children if allowed to reach 
adulthood will put an even more burden on our planet for the other plants and animals to 
contend with. If some variations of the human species are ill equipped to survive its how 
Nature intended it. Its NOT our place to interfere with Nature! 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Mike Hanson 
 Minneapolis 1 hour ago 

For $22 million? Relatively few for only a short time. This amount does not reach even one 
midsize state’s yearly spend on housing for the homeless. 
 
I agree that we have tragically deprioritized aid to the vulnerable among us, but we need to be 
realistic about the costs. 
 
Nationally, we need trillions over the next decades to correct it. 
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• Recommend 

indisk 
 fringe 1 hour ago 
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Barking up the wrong tree. If you really want to point out injustice in our society, fight the 
defense budget, which is only high to fill the pockets of war mongers and ammunition 
industrialists (and their benefactors -- i.e. our politicians). The UFO projects, such as this one, 
are spending peanuts compared to the total defense budget and we might just learn something 
about our universe through these programs. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Livie 
 Vermont 1 hour ago 

If you're looking for government waste, this is really small potatoes. Think much, much 
bigger if that's what you're aiming for. $22M is a tiny drop in the federal budget. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

 
Political Genius 
 Houston 17 hours ago 
Are we, the human inhabitants of planet earth, alone in this vast universe? If your answer is 
yes, my retort is.......... 
"Don't make me laugh". 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

brumac 
 ohio 17 hours ago 
Research has shown that many agencies such as the Air Force Intelligence, the FBI and the 
CIA have had evidence since 1947 and have continually covered up the fact that AF Generals 
back then believed that at least some of the reported objects - "flying saucers" or UFOs - were 
"interplaneary", to use a term found in the files of the FBI (there WAS an X file!) . More 
information can be found in the book The FBI CIA UFO Connection (available at Amazon) 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25248763:25254084
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249356
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25248946


124 
 

• 4Recommend 

MadDog 
 Michigan 17 hours ago 
Everyone knows that what they saw were weather balloons. (sic) 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Robin 
 New York, NY 17 hours ago 
I think the unintelligible line spoken by one of the F-18 pilots toward the end of the video is: 
"That's not our own X-Plane, is it?" 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

James Smith 
 Austin, TX 17 hours ago 
I knew the truth was out there! ...I want to believe...I want to! 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

F In Arlington 
 DFW 17 hours ago 
I would claim to believe in UFO's if someone offered to put ~$20 M in my hands. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

 
a goldstein 
 pdx 17 hours ago 
What a waste of money on unjustified research. 
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• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Oliver Cromwell 
 Central Ohio 17 hours ago 
Voyager is the fastest spacecraft ever built by human beings. It just left our solar system after 
four decades.  
 
If you doubled the speed and wanted to visit our next door neighbor solar system, you'd be 
DEAD by about millions of years before your spacecraft arrived.  
 
Our world has only pumped light and proof of our existence into the galaxy for less than a 
century. That means we still have a MILLIONS, I cannot state this enough, MILLIONS of 
years before anyone outside our solar systems is EVEN AWARE of our existence.  
 
That means aliens would literally have to stumble upon our system and planet which is 
impossible using light speed travel because you would have to input coordinates before 
travel.  
 
I could go on and on about the vastness of space and your lack of knowledge about 
astrophysics.  
 
Get it through your head, it's going to be millions probably billions of years before our species 
comes in contact with anything outside of our solar system.  
 
However, it is likely we find alien or prototypical life INSIDE of our solar system which 
would have the same effect on our psychology as an alien UFO.  
 
Sorry to crush your beliefs. People who think there are no other life forms anywhere in the 
universe are even more wrong then you. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

lftash 
 NY 17 hours ago 
Of course there are UFO sightings. What makes anyone believe that in an infinite Galaxy we 
are unique. 
Get your head's out of the sand. 
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• 3Recommend 

Frank 
 Sacramento 17 hours ago 
So, why is this article in the "Politics section"? It aught to be in the World, US, or Science. 
Thanks NY Times for the much-needed article. 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

 
Clyde 
 is a trusted commenter Pittsburgh 17 hours ago 
Am I the only one that is troubled by the fact that they "ship" that the pilots seem to be 
tracking is indeed tracking along precisely with them? It might be the function of how those 
cameras track objects, or it might indicate that the alien craft in question is nothing more than 
some odd reflection of their own planes... 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

J Goodwin 
 Galveston 17 hours ago 
A thought experiment. Pretend that Harry Reid is a Republican. Then re-write the story. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

stevor douglas 
 USA 17 hours ago 
I wonder if this is a sign that our gov't is about to throw out their fake return of Jesus as a 
space alien so they can "prove" that Christianity is fake and that we need to switch to their 
new "star man" religion. 
(UFOs are fallen angels. When they're seen, they can be made to disappear by crying out that 
you rebuke them in the name of Jesus) 
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• Recommend 

WilliamPenn2 
 Tacony 17 hours ago 
Certainly, UFO's should be studied but Harry Reid being involved taints the program. His 
shady dealings, especially the one involving selling public land to the Chinese and deploying 
government snipers to threaten those who opposed it, makes anything he's involved in highly 
suspicious. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

David 
 Florida 17 hours ago 
It is disturbing to see that Mr. Bigelow got 22 million for UFO research. There are and have 
been many credible people who did research on their own dime. Not sure why Mr. Bigelow 
got the money and what did he do with any results from his findings? I published a UFO 
Space Craft Identification Manual, on Amazon.com. There are two Space Craft photos, not 
blurry,, taken during the daytime and up close. I also had dealings with a few CIA personnel 
many years ago about these photographs. Hope to update the book in a few months with more 
Flying Saucer/Space Craft, taken in the daytime and in color. Good article NYT, saw the 
video before and have no clue what the heck all the excitement is about. Clearly there are 
much better images than what is presented. What are they holding back? 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

George S 
 New York, NY 16 hours ago 
Not sure why he got the money? How about his good buddy Harry handing it to him, perhaps 
in some quid pro quo... 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Egypt Steve 
 Bloomington, IN 17 hours ago 
Hmmm -- Harry Reid gets a secret appropriation of $22 million for an eccentric billionaire 
who just happens to be one of his pals, so said pal can study one of his and Reid's 
hobbyhorses, and incidentally make a fat, undisclosed profit on the deal. And they wonder 
why they get mocked. 
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• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

brownpelican28 
 Angleton, Texas 17 hours ago 
Ok, let's see: Mr.Bigalow gets $22 million to investigate UFOs. He can start with his 
friend,Mr. Reid, maybe he's a UFO, walking. 
By the way, what kind of tax breaks is Does Mr.Bigalow get for being a billionaire? 
Add it up: $22 million because of his friendship with Mr.Reid and multiple tax breaks. What a 
deal! 
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• 1Recommend 

PeterC 
 Ottawa, Canada 17 hours ago 
There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, than are dreamt of in your philosophy. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Doc Holliday 
 NYC 17 hours ago 
These "saucers" are experiment aircraft, largely unmanned. The Nazi's developed "flying air 
mine" basically small disc saucers. The Foo Fighters, which were reported in The New York 
Times, were simply drones that were not yet fully developed or weaponized. The Coandă 
effect was employed to create an alternative non-winged flying approach, a saucer which 
could turn on a dime and reach faster speeds of any conventional plane. The Nazi's created the 
V2 rocket, and Jet flight. At the end of WWII we got the best of the Nazi Rocket Scientists. 
The funding of these aircraft, and other experimental weapons, like sonic sound disruption, 
see American Embassy in Cuba remain cloaked in secrecy. Senator Reid and others only wish 
this to remain the case. There are no little green men, except maybe the money men who hide 
their operations in mountains and salt mines away from the Democracy they were constructed 
to preserve. And this is not science-fiction, but science fact that the Trump Administration 
and other wish to deny. We're in the 21 century people. The things that were experimental 
fifty-years ago are common-place today, and grow! 
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• Recommend 

Larz Larzen 
 Yucaipa, CA 17 hours ago 
You knew that Project Bluebook wasn't the end, right? They are out there, and the 
government wants it "hush". 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

DMS 
 San Diego 17 hours ago 
OK, I see what you're doing, NYT. Throw the line into a barrel of fish and then just reel it in. 
Good plan. He will be tweeting about this within a fortnight! 

• Reply 

  

• 11Recommend 

Bryan 
 CO 17 hours ago 
The truth is out there. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Dave Kerr 
 Pennsylvania 17 hours ago 
Thanks for squandering $22 million, Harry Reid. 
 
You should be embarrassed by this, but you are not, as you enjoy your generous, taxpayer 
funded pension. 
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• 2Recommend 

Edward Martin 
 Kissimmee, FL 17 hours ago 
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But how much did good old boy Harry make on that deal? 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Jimmy 
 Dark side of the Plutonian moon, Charon... 17 hours ago 
Multi-billion dollar aircraft capable of what? Taking yet another blurry, useless picture? Is it 
too late for the DoD to get a refund? 
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• 1Recommend 

 
Aunt Nancy Loves Reefer 
 Hillsborough, NJ 17 hours ago 
At least the funding for this nonsense was finally cut. 
Little Green Men, Pshaw! 
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Mike Mayer 
 Seattle 17 hours ago 
Take me to your leader. 
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Skeptical 
 Central Pennsylvania 17 hours ago 
What does Robert Mueller say? 
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• Recommend 

roger 
 texas 17 hours ago 
Sounds like something Harry Reid would be involved with 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Circuit Geek 
 Seattle 17 hours ago 
A real live Fox Mulder. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Trey P 
 Washington, DC 17 hours ago 
I’m glad Reid made sure his friend got the contract and didn’t burden the public with such a 
sensitive subject. 

• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

Brian 
 Chicago 17 hours ago 
All that money and these images look like they were taken with a Nokia flip phone. 
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• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

 
Scott 
 Texas 17 hours ago 
The Truth is Out There... (and of course the program is part of the DoD budget, hidden away 
from prying public eyes, cozy-comfy an' concealed). 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Mike McKee 
 Denver, CO 17 hours ago 
Hey NYT-reading liberals, finally something those of us on the right (some of us at least) and 
you can agree upon. While the vast majority of reported UFOs are simply misidentifications 
of mundane objects or astronomical phenomena, there is definitely something highly unusual 
about the remaining reports that cannot be explained. 
 
I notice that someone downthread mentioned the Phoenix lights incident from a number of 
years ago. That is a great example, as well as what is probably the most well-documented case 
of all time, involving the events near RAF Bentwaters in the Rendlesham Forest in 1980. 
Then we have the incident in 1967 near Malmstrom AFB in Montana, in which a UFO 
hovered over a nuclear missile launch complex and temporarily deactivated the missiles in the 
silos below and nearby. 
 
Numerous commercial and military pilots have sighted inexplicable flying objects, as have a 
number of astronauts. Gordon Cooper was very clear about a disc that he witnessed landing 
on the Edwards dry lake bed. 
 
Something beyond our understanding is definitely occurring, but I’m not convinced that it’s 
necessarily aliens from some other planet. I am convinced, though, that these things are not 
anything that we have created (beyond the likely misidentifications of acknowledged and 
even unacknowledged military aircraft that certainly occur). 
 
What would life be like without a little mystery? 

• Reply 
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• 14Recommend 

Al Patrick 
 Princeton, NJ 16 hours ago 
What scientific/engineering training have you had ? 
How many scifi books do you read ? 
The earth is flat - right ? 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Jim Oberg 
 Houston, Texas 12 hours ago 
Mike: ". Gordon Cooper was very clear about a disc that he witnessed landing on the Edwards 
dry lake bed." == What's very clear is you're a typical UFO buff, delusional and subject to 
gross fabrication. Cooper never said he witnessed the alleged landing. The people HE said 
were witnesses were adamant there WAS no landing. With that sort of intellectual rigor all 
too common, the existence of unexplained stories is easy to understand. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

marks 
 Millburn, NJ 17 hours ago 
"Mr. Bigelow said he was 'absolutely convinced' that aliens exist and that U.F.O.s have 
visited Earth." 
This might explain the current occupant of the White House even better than the Russia 
evidence. 

• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

Kelly Smith 
 Houston 16 hours ago 
If Harry was my buddy I would say the same thing for those millions of wasted tax payer 
dollars. Funny how everything comes back to Trump. If any one person is a suspect for alien 
life it's ......... 
Can't go there, they read the fake news. 
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• Recommend 

garrett 
 ca 16 hours ago 
Theirs evidence? Thought it was all just partisan "blame them for what your doing first", 
theater for the uninformed. Im gonna spend the next 3 seconds pouring over the 
"evidence",lol 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

 
Thomas Wright 
 Los Angeles 17 hours ago 
I’ve seen lots of strange phenoma not easily explained, especially eminating from the 
Washington D.C. area. In the past year alone this has increased significantly. 

• Reply 

  

• 15Recommend 

NYT Pick 
Richard Conn Henry 
 Baltimore 17 hours ago 

Jimmy Carter, as president, ashed NASA for an investigation of UFOs. As Deputy Director, 
Astrophysics Division, NASA, I was involved in the response. I'd always been positively 
interested in UFO's as, well, not just swamp gas. But we deflected it. UFO's have calmed 
down subsequently, perhaps as times changed and everyone carried a camera at every 
moment. Hey, but maybe they knew that? I still strongly support an open mind on the subject! 

• Reply 

  

• 114Recommend 

Jim Oberg 
 Houston, Texas 12 hours ago 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249568:25249872
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249746
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Carter's own notorious sighting seems to have been adequately explained as a NASA barium 
launch from Eglin AFB, too bad NASA couldn't have told him that years ago. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

PaulaC. 
 Montana 17 hours ago 
We do not have $22 million dollars to waste, most of which appears to be making one 
billionaire richer. Let him find it himself. Children need health care. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Joseph King 
 Melourne, Australia 17 hours ago 
Maybe if Mr Potatohead took less trips to his gold course in Florida then those savings could 
be put into this program and you would still have an extra $50 or so million healthcare or 
education. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

Michael 
 Virginia 17 hours ago 
$22 million? The government probably spends that much on paper clips. 
I like the idea that some of my taxes are going to something thought-provoking. 

• Reply 

  

• 13Recommend 

Brian 
 Chicago 17 hours ago 
Exactly. 22 million amounts to .0036% of that stated DoD budget of 600 BILLION. 

• Reply 

  

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249651
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• 2Recommend 

Michael Grinfeld 
 Tucson, AZ 16 hours ago 
OK, so you like the government spending your taxes on something thought provoking. So, 
here's the problem: you have no idea what the government spent all that money doing, nor do 
you have even a scintilla of information regarding what we got, if anything, for the money. 
That's not only a problem for taxpayers, it's also a problem for journalism when three 
reporters use all those words to say pretty much nothing. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Bill 
 NY 17 hours ago 
I'm an avid amateur astronomer. I even started my college's astronomy club when I was in 
college. I love pointing out the difference between planes and satellites to people when I go 
out at night. There's even app's that track satellites for nerdy astronomers. 
 
One night in the 1990's before there were drones, I saw what looked like a satellite follow a 
straight path then did a tight 360 loop then fly at in a straight line 90 degrees from the point of 
the loop, stop (or was going vertical) and disappear. It's movements were so smooth and quick 
that I thought I must have seen a fighter jet in high atmosphere but the trajectory was just too 
sharp. Years later, I had the opportunity to see military planes practicing flight runs and 
realized they could not have done what I saw.  
 
The movements I saw are akin to what commercially bought drones can do today. Perhaps it 
was a military drone. Elevation is impossible to detect from the naked eye but you can tell the 
difference between a satellite and a commercial jet's elevation pretty easy. So, it was 
definitely up where the satellites are and not in commercial traffic.  
 
It is the speed and literally 90 degree trajectory that has me thinking it was definitely not a 
plane and satellites don't change their path, so... It was a cool experience. 

• Reply 

  

• 22Recommend 

NYT Pick 
Eliz 
 NYC 17 hours ago 

Shouldn't we be more concerned about healthcare, jobs, livelihood? $22 million? Some 
countries don't have internet. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249708:25249844
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• Reply 

  

• 73Recommend 

James 
 Here there and everywhere 16 hours ago 

Thanks to the inane vote of a mere three individuals (out of a board of five), soon enough we 
in this country won't have the internet anymore either, not without paying through the nose for 
reasonable performance.  
 
Permitting such power to discard Net Neutrality will be one of the worst decisions foisted 
upon an unconscious public in our history.  
 
Enjoy the web while you can. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Shaula 
 St. Louis 15 hours ago 

Some counties in the US do not have the Internet. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Frank 
 Sacramento 13 hours ago 

When the wage of a few basketball players can be spent on how to deal with possible 
intelligent life from another planet, I think it's well worth it. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Herasblog 
 Los Angeles 12 hours ago 

Another one worried about tax dollars rather than the Existential THREAT. "Elizabeth" is a 
common moniker they use in forums. It is code for "Liz" or Lizard, as in Reptilian. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249633:25249869
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249633:25250730
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249633:25251263
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249633:25252062


138 
 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

discountbrains 
 tn 1 hour ago 

You mean we should be making sure everyone in the World has internet? Considering our 
enormous defense budget this is pretty negligible. Actually, this is quite important: Our 
defense dept is charged with defending our country from all external threats. We might need 
to know what possible threats are out there. This could possibly even be some foreign power 
with technology we can't defend against. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

P 
 US 1 hour ago 

To study the cosmos is to look beyond the ordinary limits of human experience in a search for 
knowledge of the highest order. It is the ultimate beginning and ending, the final home of 
everything and anything, and will be mankind’s forever-home whether by space travel or 
more-likely by mortality. To avoid looking upwards is to stifle what is transcendence of 
ourselves and all that we claim to know. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

indisk 
 fringe 1 hour ago 

Before you complain about 22mil, why don't you think about the massive defense budget that 
US has? That number of gigantic compared to 22mil. Do we really need a budget that high 
when we are drowning in poverty? 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Dirk 
 Australia 31 minutes ago 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249633:25252755
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I am amazed at how many incurious commentators are posting here. First, if the military sees 
unidentified objects on radar, etc, then they should always spend big cash to find out what is 
going on. That is their job. Second, it seems that if the spooky observations had been 
presented in any context except UFO's, then these incurious commentators would not have 
had a problem. Why is that? Is it specifically because of the "UFO" issue that you think the 
military should just ignore what we see in the video? That gives the impression of someone 
more worried about preserving their world view than real concerns about $22 million in the 
total US budget. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

lloyd 
 usa 31 minutes ago 

No. We are not the Internet Provider to the world. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Dave 
 Canada 17 hours ago 
In the age of widespread video surveillance, smart phones and phones with cameras before 
that we have learned two things.  
 
1. The police regularly beat the daylights out of suspects, and sometimes even shoot them 
without cause.  
 
2. UFOs are invisible to the public with smart phones. Videos are shot every day in every 
town in every country, probably almost every instant of every day.  
 
What have we seen: the occasional meteorite, lots of car crashes and of course the too 
common police beating or shooting.  
 
I rest my case. The UFO pilots have developed technology that renders them invisible and are 
obviously everywhere but we cannot see them with our technology. Not. They simply are not 
there. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 
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John 
 Englewood NJ 17 hours ago 
Finally a news story that doesn't make me despondent! 
I doubt that there are UFOs--at least not the type that originate outside of our planet. The 
distances separating stars is so vast, and the technology needed to overcome the deadly 
vacuum of space so advanced, makes the chances virtually nil. 
Nonetheless, it is a big place, this universe, so odds of one in a billion would not dismiss the 
possibility of some ungodly advanced society. Some reputable astronomers estimate the 
number of starts in the universe at 1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000. Divide these two 
figures, and we find that three of these worlds are around. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Nick Pope 
 San Jose 17 hours ago 
I investigated UFOs for the British government in the Nineties, and this fascinating article 
resonates with me, because it perfectly captures the difficult realities of looking at this 
controversial topic from within government: the constant struggle to be taken seriously by 
one's colleagues and not be regarded as a maverick, the difficulty of securing funds for serious 
research, the secrecy, and the elusive nature of the phenomenon we were chasing. The 
conclusions of my opposite numbers in the US also seem to mirror our conclusions in the UK: 
there's something going on, but we're not sure what. There's no spaceship-in-a-hangar 
smoking gun, but there's more to this subject than swamp gas. 

• Reply 

  

• 46Recommend 

A Geek 
 Ann Arbor 13 hours ago 
I'm glad to see someone post here with domain expertise and appreciate your understated 
response.  
 
I live about 10 miles from the Dexter, Michigan UFO, which gave us Dr. Hynek's explanation 
of "swamp gas" - a classic. The locals who witnessed (including the Sheriff and multiple 
police officers) the UFO were not amused by the explanation. The local paper's account of the 
event and the witnesses' response to Dr. Hynek's explanation is interesting reading. As you 
know, Dr. Hynek, after Project Bluebook, went on to spend a good part of his life studying 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249618
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swamp gas, not unlike you. Even Gerald Ford, a congressman from Michigan at the time, 
called for congressional investigations into the swamp gas.  
 
For researchers seeking funding to study UFO's, I think they would be better served framing it 
as studying possible threats from terrorists - albeit very technologically advanced ones. An 
easier sell in today's environment. e.g. Unknown objects over major cities (Phoenix Lights, 
O'Hara Airport, Rendlesham Forest near military base with nuclear weapons, etc.). 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Michael Evans-Layng 
 San Diego 17 hours ago 
“What fun!” are the two words that came to mind when reading this article. Assuming, for the 
sake of argument and sheer joy of it, that some subset of these phenomena are real, it seems 
pretty clear that there is no large-scale extra-terrestrial military threat facing us as a species. 
So... are the beings scientists? Tourists? Amateur investigators in their own realms? It sure 
would be great to know for sure. Which leads to my greatest frustration: why no unambiguous 
communication? Is there some sort of Star-Trekkian Prime or Temporal Directive in effect? If 
so, I sure hope the alien entities figure out a way to do an end-run around their bureaucracies a 
la Captains Kirk, Picard, and Janeway! Somehow I think the perspective that would come 
with definitive proof could only help us and our planet. 

• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

Hugo Furst 
 La Paz, TX 16 hours ago 
Right on, Michael. Put another way, if these phenomena really are interstellar - 
interdimensional craft sent by an advanced alien - yet still seeming opaque - race, what are 
their motives and goals, not just in being here, but remaining so cryptic? Surely, getting here 
costs oodles of their time and money, but then why? The only explanation that fits the facts 
(thank you, Occam) is Bigfoot. 
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• Recommend 

@NoFreePicks 
 Nevada 17 hours ago 
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Those of us that live in Nevada are not surprised by these revelations. As an aside, the 
consideration of extraterrestrial life can be debated...but until people take the effects on 
religion out of the debate, you will still encounter the naysayers and Luddites. 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

Heather Marvin 
 San Francisco 17 hours ago 
If we had the technology to find and visit other advanced civilizations, would we send human 
beings on that long and arduous journey or AI? Perhaps we’re not being visited by intelligent 
living creatures but rather their robotic envoys. 

• Reply 

  

• 8Recommend 

Mr. Little 
 NY 18 hours ago 
Thank you to the Times Editors for this groundbreaking article. Given the misinformation and 
kookiness associated with the UFO phenomenon, great courage must have been needed to 
publish it.  
 
The importance of this report cannot be overstated. Since the breakup of Project Blue Book, 
in the late 60s, the official position of the US Government has been that the UFOs can all be 
accounted for by ordinary things. There has been denial even of any official interest in the 
phenomenon, and there is evidence of attempts to debunk and discredit stories.  
 
But finally, with this article, we know for certain that there actually are Government programs 
investigating UFOs.  
 
As if that were not enormous enough, we also learn that the government is in possession of 
OBJECTS APPARENTLY RETRIEVED FROM UFOS, WHICH COULD HAVE HAD 
ORIGIN ELSEWHERE THAN PLANET EARTH.  
 
With this article, therefore, we may have officially entered a new epoch of history. To be sure, 
the article raises many questions, more articles are needed, and much study. The objects 
recovered must be examined by the scientific community. But now, at long, long last, the 
conversation can be taken out of the world of UFO crackpots, and begin where it belongs- in 
the realm of real science. 
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• 13Recommend 

James 
 Here there and everywhere 30 minutes ago 
@Mr Little:  
 
I agree with much of what you have to say, but when one resorts to WRITING IN CAPS TO 
EMPHASIZE WHAT MAY (OR MAY NOT) BE TRUE one loses credibility. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Prognosis 
 usa 18 hours ago 
“Internationally, we are the most backward country in the world on this issue,” Mr. Bigelow 
said... 
 
I suspect that this is related to a lot of other crazy and self-destructive things that the US govt 
does. The US govt is probably to a large extent under the control, or at least heavy influence, 
of aliens already on the planet. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Mackenzie M 
 Earth 18 hours ago 
As I was reading the article, it seemed at first like something fresh out of The National 
Enquirer or Breitbart News. To be honest, I really don't know what I was reading and frankly, 
I don't care. 
 
If there are unidentified objects in the sky that seem of alien origin, and it would appear that 
there really are, where is the threat? These "UFOs" have been (officially) observed since the 
40's, and "E.T." hasn't thrown so much of a pebble at us! 
 
Meanwhile, the world's population is growing at an unsustainable rate, children are dying of 
starvation all over THIS planet, the climate is warming to dangerous levels, all of this and a 
lot more, of our own undoing. These are undoubtedly bigger issues to tackle IMHO. 
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James 
 Here there and everywhere 29 minutes ago 
@Mackenzie M: 
 
Excellent commentary, and I agree absolutely and emphatically with your last paragraph in 
particular. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

NYT Pick 

 
serban 
 is a trusted commenter Miller Place 18 hours ago 

Most likely all such sightings are optical illusions occurring in the sky like mirages in the 
desert. They may be worth investigating as physical phenomena. Alien UFOs is the least 
likely explanation. 

• Reply 

  

• 116Recommend 

Liz S. 
 Bellmore NY 14 hours ago 

Really? Did you read the article? Did you read all the credible military and AF pilots who 
testified that alien crafts have crossed their paths? 

• Reply 

  

• 7Recommend 

Nominae 
 Santa Fe, NM 14 hours ago 

@serban 
Are you speaking as a former Navy Pilot ? Even if the Pilots are all on Acid, 
the Belly Cameras are *not. I turned in a Lot of Belly Camera evidence in 
the 1970s. Optical Ilusions ? On Camera ? Optical Illusions that *many pilots 
have literally chased and recorded on instruments such as heat seeking panels ? 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249647:25256140
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Illusions ? *There's your "least likely explanation", if you have ever flown with one 
of these "illusions". 

• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

Brian 
 New York 14 hours ago 

The problem with this explanation is optical illusions can not be chased by military jets while 
simultaneously being tracked by radar based in different location. Not saying aliens but 
definitely not optical illusions. 

• Reply 

  

• 7Recommend 

cheerful dramatist 
 NYC 14 hours ago 

Serban, How the heck do you know? Are you a scientist? It seems 
from the detailed reports by pilots to be more than mirages. But 
since whatever it is has not made contact I say money should have 
been spent on feeding poor children in the USA instead. And by the 
way How does Roswell fit in to this whole thing? 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

Mr. Little 
 NY 14 hours ago 

Serban, 
I urge you to read UFOs Generals, Pilots and Government Officials Go on the Record, by one 
of the authors of this article, Leslie Kean. There you will find highly credible witnesses, 
backed up by radar, infrared photography, audio recordings, multiple witness corroboration 
and verified official documents, proving beyond any possible doubt, that SOME of the 
Unidentified Aerial Phenomena are real objects, controlled by intelligent sources, and 
behaving in ways which our established physics declares to be impossible. Only people who 
have not adequately examined the evidence attempt to refute this truth. That’s UFOs are real 
and represent unknown phenomena is actually indisputable at this point. 
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• 8Recommend 

serban 
 is a trusted commenter Miller Place 11 hours ago 

To all commenters: I don't deny the pilots saw something that looked like an object going 
much faster than any existing airplane. Nevertheless, the probability that they are some image 
projected in the sky is way higher than alien UFO's. They are worth investigating but those 
expecting aliens will be disappointed. 
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• Recommend 

Cal Elson 
 California 1 hour ago 

Did you watch the video? Does that look like an optical illusion? Do optical illusions rotate 
and change their fligth path? 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

CMD 
 Germany 1 hour ago 

Remember that most people in the USA have been raised on a diet of science fiction and a 
pervasive rain of Fake News as to so-called inexplicable phenomena. While many have a wish 
to see these ideas vindicated, tax money should not be wasted like that. Let the wealthy who 
believe in little green men shell out the money. Frankly, here in Europe, people who did 
something like that would be laughed out of government and charged with fraud. 

• Reply 
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AR 
 UK 34 minutes ago 

Optical illusions makes absolutely no sense whatsoever. Not sure you understand how 
mirages work. These things interact with pilots and appear on radar. They're trackable. They 
have heat signatures. They cause disturbance in the environment. Air force have repeatedly 
been involved in chases with these objects. Read the pilot report from the USS Nimitz event 
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for starters - https://coi.tothestarsacademy.com/nimitz-report The way these objects 
manoeuvre and stay airbourne is not even understood, because current human technology is 
nowhere near that advanced. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

James 
 Here there and everywhere 34 minutes ago 

@serban: 
 
"Least likely" -- yes.  
 
Utterly impossible: no.  
 
After all, WE exist . . . and even have a nascent space program (relatively speaking). Ergo, 
other entities' existence somewhere amidst the unfathomable vastness of the (known) 
Universe is also a distinct possibility. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

TheMule61 
 PNW 18 hours ago 
Thank God for wise men like Harry Reid, spending government resources on things that 
really matter. What would we ever do without such noble, selfless wisdom at the helm of our 
government colossus? 

• Reply 

  

• 8Recommend 

Michael 
 NYC 17 hours ago 
Some people are interested in knowing if there is life beyond the borders of the US. Would it 
be better to stick our heads in a hole and ignore the universe? 

• Reply 
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• 7Recommend 

NYT Pick 
Thomas J. Bazzone 
 Granbury, Texas 18 hours ago 

Compared to some of the ridiculous government-funded projects that have been uncovered 
over the years, this one doesn't seem silly or useless. If there are foreign objects in our 
environs that could be harmful, we should at least verify that they exist and try to figure why 
they are here and where they came from. Labeling them UFOs connotes unjustified paranoia 
on the part of less than credible people. There might even be scientific value to discovering 
what kinds of objects or, perhaps, electromagnetic phenomena, can cause these observations. 

• Reply 

  

• 177Recommend 

Sandbagger 
 Seattle 12 hours ago 

Ummm, they are flying objects, which are unidentified. What would you want them to be 
called? 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

 
Ann 
 is a trusted commenter California 4 hours ago 

Gets my vote over the current tax sham that helps beer makers. 
http://www.businessinsider.com/gop-tax-plan-big-change-craft-beer-2017-11 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Amy 
  
33 minutes ago 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249420
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249420:25251850
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249420:25254029
http://www.businessinsider.com/gop-tax-plan-big-change-craft-beer-2017-11
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25249420:25255724


149 
 

And why the assumption that they could be harmful? Or a threat? That is some really silly 
thinking, if you ask me. If these UAP are capable of flying like that, the creators are far 
beyond us in science and technology. We should be studying this as fascinating technology, 
not as a military threat. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

 
Barb 
 Columbus, Ohio 18 hours ago 
My husband, when a teenager vacationing in the Catskill Mountains, saw a UFO. At least one 
newspaper reported it the following day. 

• Reply 

  

• 10Recommend 

 
Discernie 
 Las Cruces, NM 18 hours ago 
I have had two such experiences that defy explaination. 
 
One occured in rural Indiana about 1955. One night at about 8 oclock a neighbow called my 
great uncle Bliss to come out on our front porch and look to the east over our pond about a 
kilometer down the road. So we did. It was trully amazing as I recall it to this day. I saw a 
cigar shaped obeject on its side it was luminescent fuzzy colors of green magenta purple and 
yellow moving along its long side. Since it was over the pond I thought "swamp gas" (even at 
ten I wanted to dismiss it). But all at once it tilted about 45 degees and zipped so fast out of 
sight that I just could not figure what it was. Everyone later agreed to what I saw as I listened 
to their talk. 
 
Then again, 1993 one of many trips thru Mexico. In the desolate wastes of north Chiapas we 
stopped to make water and looking to the south across a great expanse of horizon we saw a 
silver sphere moving at high altitude like about 15K feet. Together we watched it move. 
First thot it was a weather ballon in the jet stream: but I knew immediately that was 
impossible bc the rate of speed was extraordinary. Literally physically impossible to be 
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anything I knew existing at that time. In fact; it was the size of a pepper corn and silvery 
bright and so high; crossing the entire horizon in about three minutes. That event convinced 
me. 
 
Of course, Close Encounters of a Third Kind is one of my favorite movies and ET as well but 
I was not a witness alone. Others saw. 

• Reply 

  

• 21Recommend 

Mike OD 
 Fl 18 hours ago 
I've seen two different weird objects. First was flying circles around two F4's like they were 
standing still. The second was observed by 5 different PD's and all were reporting the exact 
same thing on different radio frequencies from each other according to Newsday at the time. 
But, it's all "swamp gas". Surrrrre it is! 

• Reply 

  

• 14Recommend 

Vern 
 Seattle, WA 18 hours ago 
Isn't it kind of an amazing coincidence the object tracks exactly with the plane's turn, such 
that the object stays right in the middle of the HUD without changing size or orientation? Did 
anyone in this multi-million dollar program investigate the possibility that there was a piece 
of dust on the imaging sensor? I guess this is all part of our post scientific "reality." 

• Reply 

  

• 9Recommend 

Mark Thomason 
 is a trusted commenter Clawson, MI 17 hours ago 
It stays centered because the HUD is tracking the object. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

Kell 
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 Portland, OR 17 hours ago 
The video was taken on some of the most advanced tracking camera equipment in existence, 
mounted on a fighter jet. So no, it's not a coincidence that it stays in the middle. And the 
object *does* change orientation also. The videos as well are corroborated by reports and 
eyewitness accounts. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Mr. Bantree 
 USA 17 hours ago 
Isn't it an amazing coincidence that the objects in the two videos presented in this article did 
not behave as you described. 
 
In the first video the object rotated completely independent of the horizon indicator of the 
Navy aircraft. In the second video neither the Navy aircraft nor the object changed attitude.  
 
While it's important to investigate possible natural causes of video anomalies it's also 
important to not dismiss them based on inaccurate observations. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

Vern 
 Seattle, WA 15 hours ago 
Don't buy it. When tracking, there will still be slight drift back and forth as the system 
continuously corrects the image. Also, the object would change size and rotate due to changes 
in relative orientation or distance of the aircraft to the object. Yet we see none of that in this 
image. It's a piece of dust on the image sensor. It moved because the sensor got bumped. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

rdfabella 
 New York 18 hours ago 
I have no problem if there are aliens who have either contacted us or have been observed. Can 
they provide us a means to travel to another hospitable planet away from the fools on this one. 

• Reply 
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• 24Recommend 

NYT Pick 
Harold Tynes 
 Gibsonia PA 18 hours ago 

Why is everything classified and a top secret? Are the people not to be trusted with how their 
money is spent? 

• Reply 

  

• 255Recommend 

Humanesque 
 New York 16 hours ago 

They don't want to create a panic. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Mr. Little 
 NY 16 hours ago 

It is top secret for many reasons: 
First, if the government were to admit that it cannot defend our airspace from the craft shown 
in the video attached to the online edition of the article, it would have to answer a lot of 
difficult questions.  
 
Second, if the objects recovered from UAPs have yielded technological advances beyond 
what our physics officially understands, there is the possibility that such technology could be 
weaponized. If such weapons were to be obtained by our enemies, the result could be 
catastrophic.  
 
Third. If we admit we are in fact being visited by beings not from earth, it could cause mass 
panic. 
 
Fourth, if the technology recovered involves energy sources other than fossil fuels, the result 
on our oil economy would be devastating.  
 
Do you need more? 
 
Fifth. The government would have to explain what it knows about the above, which may be 
extremely embarrassing for many agencies which may have labored to cover it up over many 
years. 
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• 1Recommend 

Ingolf Stern 
 Seattle 13 hours ago 

The people are not allowed to see the RESULTS of such an investigation. 
The Power System has one priority - stay alive. 
There is everything to be lost and nothing top be gained, from The System's perspective, by 
the regular people finding out about this in a serious way. 
Just imagine what happens to the Mayors or Governors coveted authority when a spaceman 
lands on the capitol lawn. 
Gone. 
All existing power structures crumble when a superior civilization arrives. 
The System considers this area of inquiry second in danger only to the exploration of human 
consciousness and the discovery and development of our own inner divinity, which has the 
same outcome for Power. 
Surprised this is on page one of the NYT. 
Wow. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

 
carl bumba 
 mo-ozarks 18 hours ago 
If some of the Roswell/Area 51 stories are starting to seem plausible now, maybe we should 
take a fresh look at some of that deep-state "nonsense". Are we so insecure about our "higher" 
education that we can't even consider views coming from outside establishment professions 
for fear we'll devolve into savage Americans? 

• Reply 

  

• 10Recommend 

Rob 
 San Francisco 18 hours ago 
Once, I was driving the Extraterrestial Highway, something I do not recommend, BTW, but 
about half way through on my way to Yosemite I felt the whole car shimmy and shake in a 
very startling way. I thought I hit something, although at 90 mph I wasn't going to stop and 
check after seeing numerous dessicated cows that had strayed from the herd. Anyway, I 
finally got to a place to pull over and there happened to be a young military type with his 
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family having a break. I said "hello," as I was inspecting my car for any evidence of what had 
previously occured and said, "I thought I may have hit something back there." The young man 
said, "Oh, yes that was just shockwaves from live bombing runs." 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

NYT Pick 
doug 
 Washington dc 18 hours ago 

A billionaire with a secret govt. contract does not help the credibility of this program 

• Reply 

  

• 398Recommend 

Brian 
 New York 13 hours ago 

Funny enough, it doesn't hurt it's credibility either. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

 
Ann 
 is a trusted commenter California 4 hours ago 

Exactly. And what's going to happen when more and more drones--unregulated and 
unlicensed--take to the air? That could sure mess up the research. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Barbyr 
 Northern Illinois 18 hours ago 
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"Most of the money went to an aerospace research company run by a billionaire entrepreneur 
and longtime friend of Mr. Reid’s."  
 
Move along folks, nothing to see here. 

• Reply 

  

• 14Recommend 

jamie collins 
 new jersey 18 hours ago 
The $22 million would be better spent developing a protocol for when these UFO's are 
encountered by our military aircraft, provide a method of instruction for pilots to use to 
attempt to communicate to these objects in a friendly non-hostile way that would be based on 
images and not verbal language. Something that could be understood by all intelligent beings. 
For example, signs that display pictures in a sequence. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Humanesque 
 New York 17 hours ago 
They did something like this in Puerto Rico decades ago-- beamed a rhythmic message out 
into space. They used some kind of mathematical pattern they were certain any life we'd deem 
"intelligent" would be able to decode...But the kicker was, it was admitted even then that 
*even if* someone received and interpreted the message, that would not happen for like 1,000 
years! So NONE of the people involved in that attempt would ever know if it worked, and 
neither will any of us alive today. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Humanesque 
 New York 17 hours ago 
Here it is: The Arecibo Message- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arecibo_message 
 
Original comment, not yet posted: They did something like this in Puerto Rico decades ago-- 
beamed a rhythmic message out into space. They used some kind of mathematical pattern 
they were certain any life we'd deem "intelligent" would be able to decode...But the kicker 
was, it was admitted even then that *even if* someone received and interpreted the message, 
that would not happen for like 1,000 years! So NONE of the people involved in that attempt 
would ever know if it worked, and neither will any of us alive today. 
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• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Zydeco Girl 
 Boulder 18 hours ago 
What I fear is that the ubercrazies now running the country will go after some well-meaning 
but very unlucky alien as was tried with E.T. of Phone Home fame back in the day. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

_W_ 
 Minneapolis, MN 18 hours ago 
More grainy 'Big Foot' style film. The video captioned "Look at That Thing!" appears more 
like an electronic artifact than a flying object. It stays perfectly centered on the electronic 
screen, despite the fact that the jet has turned about 60 DEGREES (as shown by the compass 
at the top center of the screen). 
 
And then there's Mr. Bigelow. He seems to be a Howard Hughes type - a.k.a. an eccentric 
zillionaire and recipient of $Billions in spook project funding. In other words, a handy stooge 
through which to launder billions in defense spending, who nobody would believe or 
understand even if he did decide to divulge something secret. 
 
When I was a kid in the 1960's I remember how the Glomar Explorer caught my imagination 
in Popular Mechanics magazine. It was described as a project to raise nuggets of magnesium 
ore from the bottom of the ocean. Only later was it revealed that it was a Howard Hughes 
project to raise a sunken Soviet submarine. If the Dept. of Defense would stoop to feeding 
fake news to eight year old American boys in the 1960's, I can only imagine what they would 
do today! 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

 
Thomas Wright 
 Los Angeles 17 hours ago 
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It seems rather narrow-minded to dismiss the efforts of Mr Bigelow simply for him being an 
‘eccentric’ personality. Like some of the academics quoted in the article say, even with more 
prosaic explanations for such phenomena, it should not preclude value in exploring it. 
 
It would be laughable at this juncture in our history to assume all knowable aspects of our 
world have been uncovered. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

 
iceowl 
 Flagstaff, AZ 18 hours ago 
I have found objectionable the sheer arrogance of the establishment in their refusal follow a 
line of serious and open inquiry into this subject. To a thinking person it's no less 
objectionable than proliferation of the ideas that the earth is flat, man never walked on the 
moon, and that climate change is an hoax designed to impede American prosperity and 
obstruct religious freedom. These ideas are nonsense and simply refuted.  
 
Quite simply, there is a bald truth to the experience millions - not tens or hundreds - millions 
of us of with credible academic and professional backgrounds - have had seeing objects of 
unknown origin gliding through our atmosphere. 
 
No conscious, serious person would jump to the conclusion we're visited by aliens on first 
blush - but the fact these things could present a military threat - much as is recognized by the 
military that Global Warming does, that the space race represented, and that as any military 
pilot requires knowledge of the curvature of the earth - that this phenomenon is existent in our 
reality and thus warrants serious investigation (what if these devices are controlled by North 
Korea, for instance).  
 
We are the only significant nation on earth who refuses to acknowledge this reality - and 
denial of fact might get you elected president, but it's not going to increase our knowledge of 
the very environment in which we breathe. 

• Reply 

  

• 14Recommend 
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Alina Starkov 
 Philadelphia 18 hours ago 
It’s understandable why governments would want to record observations of sightings of 
strange aircraft- they want to test military jets and the like to make sure they are adequately 
“stealthy” and perhaps they might get some tip-offs of foreign military aircraft development. 
What’s less understandable is the belief by Congressmen that aliens have visited Earth- the 
conspiracy culture is very powerful in America 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

NYT Pick 
Hdb 
 Tennessee 18 hours ago 

Am I getting this right: $22 million, mostly to one friend of Harry Reid, in secret, and three of 
the people quoted as signing off on the project or thinking we need to search for aliens (John 
Glenn) are now dead and cannot be asked questions about whether this was wise use of this 
money. 
 
What experts were involved in this research? What did they find, if anything? Were the 
results worth $22 million dollars? People are applauding this article for taking the possibility 
of life from other solar systems seriously, but there are very earthly concerns about how this 
business has been conducted with taxpayer dollars that need to be addressed critically. Even if 
this is a worthy research project, some billionaire friend of Harry Reid is not, by itself, 
assurance that it was done scientifically or in a way so as to use precious taxpayer dollars as 
wisely as possible. 

• Reply 

  

• 415Recommend 

Dan Dashner 
 Wisconsin 16 hours ago 

I respect your observations and agree taxpayer money is precious. To suggest, however, that 
wisdom is the best yardstick for prudent federal government spending, is itself fallacious 
reasoning. I am with you, and equally frustrated by the lack of congressional oversight with 
black budgets. I applaud the NYT for coverage of this story and am neutral at this point about 
the UFO phenomena. It's the dearth of wise leadership in DC that is the burr under my saddle. 
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• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

MK 
 New York, New York 14 hours ago 

22 million dollars out of the federal budget is literally nothing. This would be tiny cost even if 
they had 1 percent chance of finding something. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Herasblog 
 Los Angeles 12 hours ago 

By all means worry about your tax dollars and not the obvious potential existential threat. Is 
"Hdb" code for H. Dub? H. Dub, H.W.? We know who you are and we understand your 
vested interest in changing the subject. If you doubt it, look around You Tube for the reptilian 
eyes videos of Hdb, H. Dub, H.W. And if you want to understand more of their Code talk and 
motivations, see our blog. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

dmgrush1 
 Portland OR 1 hour ago 

This is how the government has a deficit. Is someone getting $22 million for watching 
interesting radar images for a few hours a week or so and running a geiger counter over 
people now and then? How much more research can they really do? On the open marketplace, 
maybe that service would cost us less than a million. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Tom 
 New Mexico 1 hour ago 

Valid points. Scientists generate hypotheses for unexplained phenomena. What were the 
hypotheses to explain what was observed? Why hasn't this been published in a scientific 
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journal. What sort of natural phenomena generate radar signals, create a focal oceanic 
disturbance and are visible as objects 40-50 feet long? There would be more credibility about 
this if these observations were reported in the public domain where scientists could weigh in. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Harris 
 North Carolina 1 hour ago 

So you question $22 million spent on space research. I hope you question the cost of the war 
in Iraq which was totally unnecessary, the Vietnam War which was a politicians' war and 
drained us, etc. etc. etc. I would much rather study the possibility that there are systems far 
superior to us which we need to be aware of with $22 million than send our young people to 
die along with countless thousands to die in their homelands because some group of 
Americans thinks it is okay to squander billions, not millions, for nothing but the gain of the 
military industrial complex. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Gary Behun 
 marion, ohio 1 hour ago 

I think the $22 million would've been better spent educating Americans how to think 
rationally (if indeed this is possible at this point) about their voting decisions especially as 
regards Donald Trump and the Republican Party that's getting ready to shaft us average 
Americans with a tax bill that Trump's says is his X-mas gift to us all. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

dB 
 Oklahoma 1 hour ago 

I agree with you Hdb. CBS News ran a segment on 60 Minutes last May about Mr. Bigelow 
partnering with others to develop technology. My guess is that this is just one more example 
of politicians attempting to hide the funneling of tax payer dollars to supporters. If this is 
legitimate science... publish all of it in Nature. Otherwise, Mr. Reid and others should have 
their property seized and sold at auction to pay back the millions of dollars used. 
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• Recommend 

mike nicosia 
 seattle 18 hours ago 
Graham Hancock, British writer, believes in "aliens" but does not believe they are creatures 
from other planets and galaxies and are not built from the same "stardust" as we are.  
 
They "exist" as energy and intelligence in other dimensions of the quantum "reality" that 
permeates our own material reality. They travel back and forth between our material world 
and their "other ether" world. Our material reality is just another dimension in their "world 
view." Like traveling to space for us. We need special vehicles for the venture.  
 
Our worldview as humans is that "aliens" must live in the material universe and exist on other 
planets, stars, galaxies. Not necessarily.  
 
We must come to embrace the notion that space travel is not the only domain of exploration 
left to us, the last frontier. The inner mind, conciousness, and the quantum might be the real 
frontier we are missing.  
 
This view is, of course, dismissed as complete nonsense by some. This is the history of 
Western Civilization. The standard model is questioned and then overthrown. 

• Reply 

  

• 22Recommend 

Wally Cox 
 Los Angeles 17 hours ago 
Spooky action at a distance 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

mary 
 connecticut 18 hours ago 
Thank you NY Times for reporting this. The topic of U.F.O.s has been around for such a long 
time and up until recently has not been taken seriously enough. 
 
There is something unusual piloting the skies of our planet and many creditable people have 
reported sightings. Are these U.F.O.s a product of advanced technology created here or 
elsewhere in the universe? A subject well worth spending my tax dollars on. 

• Reply 
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• 12Recommend 

Tom Leykis Fan 
 DC 18 hours ago 
Give me a break. While it is important to investigate these sightings, the shadowy nature and 
over classification of the program means this is little more than 21st century pork. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

mary 
 connecticut 17 hours ago 
Maybe and maybe not 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

RM 
 Los Gatos, CA 18 hours ago 
I wish our government was as diligent about protecting our infrastructure and electoral 
processes from hacking. 

• Reply 

  

• 12Recommend 

AE 
 France 18 hours ago 
I feel that we are living in auspicious times which render the UFO question quite plausible to 
increasing numbers of Americans. The dramatic paradigm shift in politics as well as the 
diminishing of religious practice increase Americans' willingness to consider a new reality 
with tremendous existential repercussions. 
We have gone beyond the period when governments feared societal collapse due to UFO 
disclosure -- the science fiction genre in literature and pop culture has been playing a 
formidable role in conditioning the masses to the likelihood of alien intelligence originating 
from unknown realms. 
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• 7Recommend 

mike3121 
 Vancouver, WA 18 hours ago 
I remember an episode of Fact or Faked where one of the investigators was perched on top of 
a hill overlooking Area 51's runway. It was late at night, suddenly the darkened runway lights 
came on, at the same time a silent object moving very fast flew overhead. This indicated to 
me direct contact between a craft, probably human-made anti-gravity device and the tower. 
Also, a couple years back someone was flying a radio controlled anti-gravity device over a 
Colorado subdivision. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

traveling wilbury 
 catskills 18 hours ago 
Thank our lucky stars that whatever is out there is both 1) much more technically advanced 
than us and 2) beneficent. Man being man, we'll need forces beyond ourselves to survive our 
nucleared nature. 

• Reply 

  

• 7Recommend 

George S 
 New York, NY 17 hours ago 
I’m always amazed at people that posit #2, like every species in the galaxy would be kid, 
unwarlike and nice 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Humanesque 
 New York 16 hours ago 
I think TW might be making that assumption because if there is a "they," as far as we know, 
"they" have not attacked us yet... 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 
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Franco Becerril 
 Rome, Italy 18 hours ago 
Carl Sagan wrote: The universe is a pretty big place. If it's just us, seems like an awful waste 
of space. 
This said, I, a person with limited capabilities, can only believe my gut: that there has to be 
many different forms of life in other celestial bodies. Their Form, purpose, physical 
appearance, intelligence, who knows? The first question is answered: we re not alone. We just 
need to wait that those can answer our questions do it. 
Perhaps in a cosmic joke, we are so terribly distant from each other, and our technical skills so 
limited, that we’ll never manage to rendezvous. 
Ships crossing in the night. 

• Reply 

  

• 7Recommend 

Ron 
 Richie 18 hours ago 
How about we start with what did we - tax payers get for the $22 million spent? 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

The Wanderer 
 Los Gatos, CA 18 hours ago 
Let's just say I'm completely underwhelmed by your evidence. Let's just ignore the fact that 
the videos from our high tech war plane looks a lot worse than your average cell phone video. 
From what I can tell neither is anything more than a piece of crud on the lens. Seventy years 
of dumping money into these types of programs and this is the best evidence you have for 
visitors from other planets/dimensions? 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

Armand 
 Central America 17 hours ago 
Hello Wanderer, 
If you want to be perhaps OVERWHELMED, I suggest you check out Steven Greer's book 
UNACKNOWLEDGED which is, in reality, less of a book and more of a reporting of a 
multitude of various US government high level officials, high level military, former air force 
pilots, etc. writing about their actual experience of UFO sightings, landings, and inspection of 
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the deceased bodies of aliens who crash landed, and the decades long coverup of all this. 
Regards, John 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

 
Michael Cassady 
 Berkeley, CA 18 hours ago 
When I was in college, friends I had occasionally had UFO parties, a good pretext to gather 
and be silly. What they did was a bit out there since it did involve sending lighted candles 
aloft into what would have to be someone's neighboring space. 
 
The idea was to make a frame from wire a coat-hanger (I think) which could be fitted with 
birthday candles. A plastic laundry bag was the make-shift hot air balloon. As the UFO 
inflated the party-goers made many mad remarks about heavenly directed vessels. I never 
actually experienced a flight, but apparently the thing would "rise up", so to speak, but if it 
ever got further than the fence I don't know. All jokes aside, I do find funding a friend's UFO 
"investigation" avocation—any excuse for a party—to the tune of $22 million rather obscene 
when children are starving for food and adequate education. I might suggest a good part of the 
defense budget could be provided by crowd funding, or funding support campaigns that are a 
plague on local NPR stations. Big donors could have their names bronzed onto an aircraft 
carrier, or cruise missile. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Wendy 
 Canada 18 hours ago 
In a $600 billion military budget that is mostly spent on harmful weaponry and earth-
destroying war efforts, I think a paltry $22 million spent over the years on investigating 
unexplained sightings is no big deal, though I think possibility of ailen aircraft visiting the 
earth is so preposterously low as to be ridiculous. 
 
BUT, what I think is problematic is that it is "black money" and that it sounds like most of the 
money went to one outfit, run by friend of a senator who got the money appropriated. 
 
That the research and the money to fund it was kept hidden from public view makes the whole 
program suspect. Sounds like it was mostly a way of lining the pockets of some people. All of 
its results and investigations should be opened to the public before even one more dime is put 
into this dubious endeavour. 
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• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

macro 
 atlanta 18 hours ago 
Well, why the secrecy? About UFOs - well, I do have a high dosage of skepticism. But will 
never resist evidence. So far, none. 
 
And by the way, why would we think we are "alone"? Life in a distant planet? In a remote 
galaxy? Really? What do we think we are? 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Kimberly McAllister 
 Indianapolis, Indiana 18 hours ago 
This is fascinating. I pray there is life beyond this planet. I can't stand the thought of us being 
the only life. It seems totally improbable, considering the enormity of the universe & the 
many chances of conditions being right. The idea that there is plenty of humanoid-type life is 
what everyone commonly concerns themself about, when in reality, we should expect strange 
life forms adapted to their surroundings as more probable. It would be lovely, though, to meet 
an alien. If I could have another life, I'd go into outer space and look for them, myself. 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

John Burnett 
 Honolulu 18 hours ago 
There is very clearly some kind of real aerial phenomena that is occurring that we don't 
understand and can't explain. And as someone who works in science, it is also true that there 
is a taboo within the culture of science such that it is unacceptable to seriously entertain this 
notion, much less investigate it. Anyone who does propose that this merits real investigation 
is immediately ostracized by the rest of the scientific community. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Rob 
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 Long Island 18 hours ago 
About 10 years ago I personally saw an object through a low power telescope in twilight. It 
was rhomboid shaped with scalloped edges. It appeared black and drifted slowly across the 
sky. Not going fast at all. Heard no sound but was not able to estimate just how far away it 
was. I would say it was at least the altitude of a commercial jet liner.  
 
I have been an amateur astronomer for more than 40 years and have never seen anything even 
closely resembling that.  
 
That being said, it is hard to believe that objects are from other star systems. The amount of 
energy and time required to travel such vast distances is almost unimaginable. If such objects 
were from other intelligence it would make sense that they would contact us or we would 
have some physical pieces of their exploration. 
 
It is more probable that many of these things are experimental objects for our own or other 
governments. 

• Reply 

  

• 7Recommend 

NYT Pick 
LouB 
 DC 18 hours ago 

That the United States has refused to follow the lead of other nations in the serious 
investigation of extraordinary sightings by trained military and commercial pilots leaves me 
extremely frustrated. 
 
Whether these objects originate from our planet or come from other galaxies or dimensions or 
times, it's obvious that they do exist. They need to be investigated if only for air-safety sake. 
 
To the naysayers, the 2006 event over O'Hare Airport in Chicago is just one of many 
eyewitness sightings in broad daylight by professional air workers. It is obvious *something* 
out of our realm of understanding is occurring in some of these cases.  
 
To believe we are the only intelligent life forms in a universe with trillions of planets is 
simply wishful thinking. The discovery of non-terrestrial life would be one of the most 
profound events in the history of mankind. To put out a relative pittance to investigate it is 
money well spent.  
 
Thank you to The Times for publishing this. I'm not a conspiracy theory type but I have a 
sneaking suspicion there is more known about this subject in some quarters that we're not 
being told about. Keep digging! 
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• 364Recommend 

Ginette 
 New York 16 hours ago 

I agree we need more information on the subject, people with great wealth could help the 
scientific research for the good of humanity . Until we know that there is no threat from UFOs 
publicizing too much could start a panic. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

 
MushyWaffle 
 Denver 14 hours ago 

I remember that event along with a dozen others.. ALL have been dropped by media and had 
dismissed by officials as hoax's... except over a million people saw the event in Chicago. To 
this day all the anti-propragnda has convinced the masses it was nothing... even though I 
know personally 4 people that eye witnessed it. So yeah... I'll believe real people that all have 
the same story that don't know each other, especially since there were over a million other 
witness's. Things like this only prove how the gov't likes to keep the masses confused, 
ignorant, and looking the other way.  
 
This is NOT new. There have been 100's of factually documented events for the last 50 years 
that I know of, only to have them buried and smeared. Personally I think it's religion and 
greed of power/money that keeps these discoveries at bay. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Douglas Adams 
 San Francisco 12 hours ago 

My guess is that they already know what is going on (yes, 'they'). The only thing to be gained 
by disclosure is a lot more chefs in the kitchen trying to dictate policy.  
 
The other possibility is that 'they' are 'them', and they don't want you to know that. Would it 
be easier to conquer a whole world, or just secretly replace their leadership with your own 
agents? Now I sound like David Icke, lol. 

• Reply 
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• Recommend 

Jerry 
 Oklahoma 1 hour ago 

to assume that there is other intelligent life in the universe is incredibly unscientific. There is 
no reasonable evidence. Given that the earth is 1/3 the age of the universe itself, it is 
unreasonable to assume that intelligent, spacefaring life would exist close enough to us to 
travel here. The Drake equation uses to many variables that are actually unknowns to be taken 
seriously. We don't even know how life begins yet much less any real idea of consciousness 
itself. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

 
Mark Thomason 
 is a trusted commenter Clawson, MI 18 hours ago 
I don't say these are aliens, but they are something. 
 
The Fermi Paradox asks, if there are aliens, then where are they? 
 
If we don't look, then they could be right there and we would not see them, just smugly keep 
asking why we don't see them. 
 
But if they are not alien, then the something they are is still very interesting. A phrase used by 
the title character in the play Hamlet, by William Shakespeare, "There are more things in 
heaven and Earth, Horatio, / Than are dreamt of in your philosophy" 

• Reply 

  

• 9Recommend 

 
ANetliner NetLiner 
 is a trusted commenter Washington, DC Metro Area 19 hours ago 
A friend and I saw a low-flying, slow moving UFO during daylight. We were children at time, 
but truthful observers. The object appeared to be a craft and was oval in shape and blue-green 
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in color. 
 
Someone else saw the same or a similar object and reported it to the local police. (Same 
description of the object, same timeframe, different location in the same town.) The account 
submitted to the police was later reported in a book about UFO sightings. 
 
I believe that most UFO sightings can be explained by natural phenomena or viewer error, but 
some cannot be. Many of the unexplained reports have been reported by credible and 
sophisticated observers, including astronauts and pilots. 
 
I believe that UFOs deserve respectful scientific study and that the U.S. should be more open 
in reporting on these phenomena and in pooling information with other nations. 
 
The question is whether the U.S. government should conduct this inquiry and at what level of 
effort. The study reported by the Times Cost $22 million per year during a period of severe 
economic downturn. It can be argued that the funds might have better been used for another 
purpose. 

• Reply 

  

• 21Recommend 

R.F. 
 Shelburne Falls, MA 18 hours ago 
Severe economic downturn??? Look at the stock market lately, look at the unemployment 
figures. $22 million is a drop in the bucket of the US budget. I would have agreed with you in 
2008, but now is the time to keep this research going. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Mike OD 
 Fl 17 hours ago 
Just like every government project, cost's of the project are ALWAYS bloated and spending is 
ALWAYS wasteful. Just ask any vet. I was in the USAF, and it's one of the biggest wasters of 
the taxpayer's money there is. But now taxes are going to drop, right? LOL! Fat chance! 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

LisaW 
 NC 20 hours ago 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25248979:25249385
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25248979:25249455
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25248714


171 
 

Trump just might be the only president yet who would actually tell us all if there is currently 
any classified data on actual UFO sightings or encounters. He'd probably get a kick out of 
instantly declassifying such intel during a presser. Some intrepid reporter needs to ask! 

• Reply 

  

• 49Recommend 

Hugh Wudathunket 
 Blue Heaven 18 hours ago 
Trump backed down on releasing the full JFK files that were supposed to be made public by 
law. Don't get your hopes up. If it doesn't make him the center of attention or damage a rival, 
he tends to be ambivalent at best. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

Auslander 
 Brooklyn 17 hours ago 
Do you really think anybody with half a brain would even tell the president that we had 
evidence of real UFOs? 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

John 
 Englewood NJ 17 hours ago 
He would never do such a thing, it might reveal he's not the smartest living thing in the 
universe. 
Besides, true alien UFOs are statistically improbable. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

James Tynes 
 Hattiesburg, Ms 17 hours ago 
If he vouches for it, it presents a quandary. He's a well known liar. I'd believe him if he said 
it's fake news. 
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• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Prognosis 
 usa 17 hours ago 
He would be most likely to tell about this type of thing if the reporter insinuated that Trump 
was too unimportant for the intelligence agencies to brief him on that type of info. Then he 
would have to soothe his ego by running his mouth in a huge way. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

sluggo 
 New Haven 17 hours ago 
Why not ask? it can't hurt. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

C.C. Barton 
 Colorado 17 hours ago 
But who would believe him given his history of lies to enhance his image with his base? 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

TampaPaul 
 Tampa 17 hours ago 
Except he can't tell you where our Pacific fleet is, and it's under his command. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Ann 
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 is a trusted commenter California 4 hours ago 
Divert from the Russian investigation? Of course. Between twitter dumps, Trump is on 
schedule to make some kind of radical or bizarre announcement each week. As UFOs have 
not yet entered his pantheon, perhaps it will be next? 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Lost in Space 
 Champaign, IL 20 hours ago 
What?! Nobody is saying that these things are divine messages? That’s the obvious 
explanation, as they knew in the Middle Ages. 

• Reply 

  

• 8Recommend 

Michael Everett 
 California 17 hours ago 
In that case, they should have been shot down. This is our airspace, and not some religion's 
airspace. What if they collide with an airliner? And which of the various gods are running this 
program? Maybe Satan, maybe Zeus, or Scientology? It's unsettling to know our air force is 
unable to intercept potentially hostile aircraft from tooling around in our airspace. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

father lowell laurence 
 nyc 18 hours ago 
there are discs outside windows in famous paintings of that time 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

bitmap 
 iowa 18 hours ago 
"Any sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic" - Arthur C. Clarke 
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• 4Recommend 

tom 
 vermont 16 hours ago 
That's a pretty vague message for an omnipotent messenger. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Ross Salinger 
 Carlsbad California 20 hours ago 
Of course there are UFO's. What's lacking is any kind of proof that these are the result of 
"aliens" here on earth. Over 70 years of sightings and not one proven alien intervention. Not 
one. No alien DNA. No materials found that could support an interstellar vehicle. Nothing, 
NADA. So, do people see things. Sure, but aliens, unlikely. Let's build more schools, 
hospitals and roads and not spend 22 million dollars with no discernible return on the 
investment. 

• Reply 

  

• 51Recommend 

jac 
 sd 18 hours ago 
"no discernible return on the investment." Because aircraft spin like that in mid-air against the 
wind... Not. We could use technology that's making that possible. We don't know what the 
ROI on something like that is, let's find out! I agree though, this doesn't mean that ET from 
another planet. It could just be technology that has been kept under wraps for many years. 
Schools, roads, and hospitals are getting built. Our local school (in a poor area) just got a 
$10k gift for STEM programs and the kids adore it. It appears that many people are simply 
not interested in UFO disclosure. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Mark Shyres 
 Laguna Beach, CA 18 hours ago 
There were significant returns on the investment: Mr.Bigelow made significant return on his 
investment in his friendship with Harry Reid. The "discoveries" Mr. Reid was so concerned to 
protect was the entire boondoggle and funds given away. On the other hand, Mr. Bigelow 
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may eventually discover what planet in what solar system Mr. Reid came from and why his 
fellow aliens kicked him off their planet. Was this a punishment for him, or us? 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

andrea 
 oregon 18 hours ago 
Just because the public doesn't know about something hardly means it doesn't exist. Surely 
you don't believe that we are given the 'whole truth' from well, anyone in the political or 
industrial or media realm. It's like the current movement of women now coming forward--
maybe a more open and less stigmatized America is developing and we might get glimpses of 
what REALLY is... one can hope. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

Hal Deep Space 
 Wash, DC 18 hours ago 
Uhhh, Ross Salinger, did you read the article. There are U.S. government buildings full of 
actual parts of unknown origin that have radically advanced metal alloys, etc. That is called 
evidence of materials that could support interstellar service. Also, try watching the U.S. Navy 
Jet video posted with this informative, well-researched article. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Ginette 
 New York 17 hours ago 
Wandering what our satellites and other objects we are sending into space look like for other 
planet denizens ? UFOs ? 
Intelligence is universal , science is still in its infancy on Earth, scientists know that ! So far 
these so called UFOs have not harmed anyone, they could show us how to create peace on 
Earth ! 
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Jonathan 
 Portland 17 hours ago 
More likely they are drones and not manually piloted craft...that are not from around here. 
FTL travel would be necessary, and if they've mastered that it would be much smarter to 
observe another intelligent species from a safe distance. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

lou andrews 
 portland oregon 17 hours ago 
their tech would probably erase such DNA contamination and traces on this Earth. You are 
thinking with early 21st Century mentality doesn't work. It's like us encountering the Stone 
Age peoples. We would be able to avoid direct detection, so could any advanced alien race 
with us. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Joseph King 
 Melourne, Australia 16 hours ago 
I find it a bit beyond believing that non terrestrial spacecraft can zoom across the vastness of 
space but then fall apart when coming into the atmosphere of this little old planet. Then these 
broken parts end up in the warehouse of a billionaire but nobody else on the planet seems to 
have stumbled across BSP (Broken Spaceship Parts).  
 
I never seen one but I am a UFO believer and I find this warehouse parts information 
skeptical. The video was "interesting" but why were they plodding along at Mach 0.59 and 
not closing on the object? Was this Save Jet Fuel in the Navy Week? 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Joseph King 
 Melourne, Australia 16 hours ago 
If they have mastered FTL then I don't think they would consider us intelligent especially 
since we are killing ourselves by polluting the planet all for the sake of making the top 0.1% 
even richer. 

• Reply 
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• Recommend 

Eric Francis Coppolino 
 New York 14 hours ago 
None that you know of, unless your security clearance goes that high. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Dr Steve 
 Ketchum, ID 20 hours ago 
Vindication at last! 
Esp for those of us out here who have not feared talking UFO's to 
friends and family. "There he goes again" will now stop. I never 
thought Roswell was fully explained. So all you UFO investigators, 
thanks for holding fast all these years. The shame is that all this time 
we could have used lots of science to verify UFO's without the stigma 
attached. With all the extrasolar planet findings, the public will be 
more accepting -- flat earth society members excluded. 

• Reply 

  

• 24Recommend 

Ralphie 
 CT 17 hours ago 
Dr. next you'll believe the climate is changing due to all the carbon guzzling the aliens have 
been engaged in. Ever wonder why CO2 emissions have gone up? We've had cars for over 
100 years -- airplanes too. And coal fired plants. So, it must be them dang aliens. Can't we get 
them to sign on to the Paris Accord? 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

John 
 Oakland 17 hours ago 
no one deny's ufo's exist! beings from other planets controlling those objects - that's where the 
hoo ha begins. 

• Reply 
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• Recommend 

John Morgan 
 Los Angeles 20 hours ago 
Considering the potential social, technological, religious, and scientific implications of this 
story, it's astounding that serious news organizations have ignored the UFO phenomenon for 
so long. So thank you NYT for finally breaking the taboo on this subject. And bravo to Leslie 
Kean for her dogged and professional pursuit of this story through the years. 

• Reply 

  

• 43Recommend 

Mark Shyres 
 Laguna Beach, CA 17 hours ago 
Considering how much Mr. Reid tried to hide this program designed to hand at least $22 
million (and probably significantly more) to his pal it's a wonder it came out at all...but no 
surprise that is has now that Reid has retired...and is probably headed back to whatever alien 
planet he came from....not of this Earth, for sure. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

father lowell laurence 
 nyc 17 hours ago 
Days before both JFK and Dorothy Kilgallen' s deaths both had spoken out about UFOs....just 
saying...as I recall the one Pope said if an extraterrestrial was encountered it would be 
accepted and blessed; the government on the other hand announced quarantining the area ad 
isolating a contatee 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

dutchiris 
 Berkeley, CA 20 hours ago 
A late-night experience on a trip crossing the New Mexican desert many years ago made an 
indelible impression that I have never been able to resolve. I can't say whether it was the 
result of a terrestrial phenomenon or something from somewhere else, but it it was 
frightening, bizarre, left my husband physically ill, and for reasons we still don't understand, 
we almost never talked about it, even to each other.  
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If the government is investigating possible UFO incidents, why is it such a hush-hush project? 
Why not create an open, respected, mainstream forum for people to report such experiences 
without the risk of being labeled delusional nut cases? It would have been reassuring to know 
that we weren't the only ones. 

• Reply 

  

• 60Recommend 

ANetliner NetLiner 
 is a trusted commenter Washington, DC Metro Area 19 hours ago 
Would be fascinating if you posted what you saw. 
 
I posted my own experience in these comments (blue-green oval object, slow-moving, low 
flying), but it sounds as if my experience might have been less traumatic than yours. 
 
Many, many people— including astronauts and pilots— have observed UFOs. Don’t feel that 
you and your husband were the only ones. 

• Reply 

  

• 8Recommend 

 
jeanne marie 
 new mexico 16 hours ago 
dutchiris~ 
I don’t want to pry nor cause you distress, but would you share your story? 
I’m out in NM since April, loved so much I’m now a resident. 
Everyday I look out at the Sandia mountains & every night gaze up. It’s incredible & ... I 
believe! 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Danpin2 
 Gaithersburg, MD 16 hours ago 
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The government is well aware that the UFO phenomenon is real and extraterrestrial, but is 
keeping the information from the public to avoid a mass panic. This is what government 
insiders have said underlies the official policy of denial and secrecy. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

STG 
 Cambridge, MA 12 hours ago 
We had an experience heading NW from Albuquerque, before Cuba NM, about midnight in 
the early 1970's. We attributed it to our Air Force jet pilots practicing low flying maneuvers 
following and paralleling the contours of mesas along the way at an unbelievable speed. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

AlennaM 
 Laurel, MD 20 hours ago 
Read "Childhood's End" by British science fiction author Arthur C. Clarke. A group of 
peaceful aliens invade and announce they are assuming supervision of Earth's affairs, to 
prevent humanity's extinction. Maybe be the Overlords have finally come to save us from 
ourselves. 

• Reply 

  

• 28Recommend 

 
Name 
 Here 17 hours ago 
No one will save us. Nor any "hero" earthling. We need to grow up and become responsible. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Kimberly McAllister 
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 Indianapolis, Indiana 17 hours ago 
One can hope! 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

PHOENIX LIGHTS NETWORK 
 Phoenix, AZ 20 hours ago 
Important to note the historic and still unexplained 1997 Arizona mass UFO Events, called the 
"Phoenix Lights". Mile wide & larger V shaped arrays of ORBS & delta/triangle/boomerang 
CRAFT were witnessed at low altitude by over 10,000 people & lasted for over a dozen hours 
as they glided over Arizona, CA, NV & NM. To date the anomalous aerial phenomena cannot 
be explained or denied. Authenticated 35-mm photos, video, illustrations & first hand 
accounts at www.thephoenixlights.net 

• Reply 

  

• 28Recommend 

Norm 
 NY 17 hours ago 
The PHOENIX LIGHTS are the most witnessed, most documented & most credible mass 
UFO sighting in modern history! Check it out. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

father lowell laurence 
 nyc 17 hours ago 
..or the huge grey hive-like configuration which hovered over nyc not moving and was 
explained away as a party balloon...immoerable and gigantic... yeah, right! 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

tom 
 vermont 16 hours ago 
It was a hoax. https://www.livescience.com/2483-mysterious-phoenix-lights-ufo-hoax.html 
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• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

PHOENIX LIGHTS NETWORK 
 Phoenix, AZ 14 hours ago 
Wrong. Three air national Guard units even tried to re-enact the Phoenix Lights on March 7, 
2000 & failed miserably. To this day - 20 yrs later - the anomalies have never been recreated 
or explained...but continue to grace our skies worldwide ' and have for Centuries. Please study 
the data available on the Phoenix Lights Network website, in the latest edition of the Book & 
in the internationally award winning Documentary. The data speaks for itself. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

PHOENIX LIGHTS NETWORK 
 Phoenix, AZ 12 hours ago 
Wrong Tom. In fact, 3 air national Guard units TRIED to reenact the Phoenix Lights on 
March 8, 2000 & failed miserably. To this day - over 20 yrs. later - the anomalies have never 
been recreated or explained...but continue to grace our skies worldwide. Please study the 
credible data on the PHOENIX LIGHTS NETWORK Website, Book & internationally award 
winning Documentary. The data speaks for itself. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Mike 
 Maryland 20 hours ago 
No shortage of loony liberal commentators dragging partisan politics into a discussion about 
UFOs. Grow up ! 

• Reply 

  

• 7Recommend 

john plotz 
 hayward, ca 17 hours ago 
Any discussion about UFOs is necessarily loony. 

• Reply 
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• Recommend 

Jennifer 
 NC 17 hours ago 
This writer seems to have unresolved issues surrounding any thing that doesn't confirm his 
view of the world ..... he should return to Fox, which will tell him only things he already 
knows or believes or WANTS to believe. Just as children want to believe in the tooth fairy. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Kendall Hightower 
 Tennessee 20 hours ago 
If they exist, they obviously don't require oxygen. Can't exactly crack a window while 
traveling gazillions of miles in space. If they exist here, I would focus on the ocean depths, 
beyond the pearly gates. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Garrett J Conipente 
 Washington DC 20 hours ago 
No mention of Tom Delonge? That might've helped put To The Stars in some important 
context for your readers. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

jac 
 sd 17 hours ago 
It's not TD's information, it belongs to the people. He's not the only one that's been talking 
about this. TD got interested in this from a book that was written by someone that had long 
investigated this phenomena. He's just a rock star, that's all. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 
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Gerald 
 New Hampshire 20 hours ago 
Around here this is the stuff of the everyday. Yawn, another UFO. In fact, Betty and Barney 
Hill, who lived just down the street from us, were abducted by an alien spaceship while they 
drove New Hampshire one dark night a few years back. The aliens probed and poked them a 
bit and, even though we have no income or sales tax here, they let the Hills go. I want those 
aliens to come back and abduct everyone in the White House and Congress. I’m guessing that, 
from an alien’s point of view, that is a population of keepers. 

• Reply 

  

• 15Recommend 

Doc Holliday 
 NYC 20 hours ago 
I few years back I bought this book; Blue fires : the lost secrets of Nazi technology / Gary 
Hyland. Like the movie a "Few Good Men," makes mention, I think we got the cream of the 
crop of Nazi Rocket Scientists. These UFO's are nothing more than experiment aircraft. I 
think the "Black Operation" community must be howling all the way to the bank. The 
government is so vast, the right-hand doesn't know what the left-hand is doing. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

Bill 
 Charlottesville, VA 20 hours ago 
Not to belabor the obvious, but any flying object you can't identity is by definition a U.F.O. 
Doesn't mean little green men. 

• Reply 

  

• 38Recommend 

jac 
 sd 17 hours ago 
couldn't agree more although it would be disappointing if it was earth technology and proof 
that that the government was hiding tax payer's money. If so, I hope they do something 
important with this tech like end cancer or... idk... just something significant. 

• Reply 
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• Recommend 

Michael Everett 
 California 18 hours ago 
True. I've seen what appeared to be a UFO breaking up over the high desert and couldn't 
identify it. I was alarmed because I thought it was a couple of Marine helicopters in serious 
trouble trying to make it back to their base. It was trailing flames, then morphed into two 
UFO's, emitted a green flash, and disappeared. It was immediately accepted as a spacecraft, 
because UFO's operated by beings from another planet are popularly accepted as being 
associated with the desert. I looked into it, and found a schedule of when existing space junk 
would reenter the atmosphere, and found the UFO was Chinese space junk reentering the 
atmosphere exactly when it was forecast to do so and was in fact hundreds of miles from 
where my vantage point. Some people see what they want to see, some turn to science. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

HWMNBN 
 Albuquerque 14 hours ago 
Even if it's not "little green men," doesn't civil aviation safety improve if we better understand 
what's causing these sightings? 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Gregor 
 BC Canada 20 hours ago 
if you look closely there might be a ufo above and to the right of Elizondo's head in the 
restaurant, good photography...seriously space is infinite, to think that life exists out there is a 
given for me. proof to me is like understanding the geologic time scale you can't, a 
millisecond is a million years, I figure you'll probably have to wait a really long time for 
evidence to arrive, hopefully they will arrive soon to rescue us from a dystopian trumpster 
world. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

Restore Human Sanity 
 Manhattan 20 hours ago 
All aliens know that Men In Black is a documentary. 
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• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

doubtingThomas 
 North America 20 hours ago 
Gosh, how handy. Just as Congress lavishes billions on the top 1% in the guise of tax reform, 
the NYT decides to get serious about UFOs.  
 
Ouch. 

• Reply 

  

• 16Recommend 

Jennifer 
 NC 18 hours ago 
Maybe the E.T.s will actually create jobs and build schools and treat the sick ..... without any 
need for tax cuts. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Rick S 
 Lancaster, PA 17 hours ago 
You know, it is possible for a newspaper to cover more than one thing at a time. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Stan Sutton 
 Westchester County, NY 18 hours ago 
It seems to have been a story on UFOs that got YOUR attention. The NY Times has been 
publishing articles on the Republicans' tax plans for weeks now. As far as I can tell, UFOs 
stand a bigger chance of raising wages in this country than the tax legislation does. 

• Reply 
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• 2Recommend 

 
Wordsworth from Wadsworth 
 Mesa, Arizona 20 hours ago 
When an alien craft lands on the south lawn of the White House, then I will believe it. 
 
But hey guys, now would not be a good time. 
 
But if they are so advanced as to come here from a galaxy a zillion light years away, you'd 
think they would make contact. Perhaps they follow the Starship Enterprise's imperative of 
not interfering with the history or evolution of a species. 
 
Also, as others have pointed out, if they have the technology to visit earth from far away, they 
can create as much of any element that they want, and have no scarcity in their civilization. 
And unlike the Kanamits, I doubt they would find us tasty. There's a high probability that 
there is nothing destructive or nefarious about them. Hence, they should just uncloak, and 
help us. 
 
But there is really no prima facie evidence that they exist. 

• Reply 

  

• 9Recommend 

Gilin HK 
 New York 20 hours ago 
Sir: Crafts carrying a yellow-haired alien seems to arrive there all the time. I have not figured 
out what it might be. 

• Reply 

  

• 16Recommend 

Ariana Molotova 
 Moscow, Russia 18 hours ago 
So if it landed in Red Square rather than on the south lawn of the White House, but all the 
other conditions were met, you still wouldn't believe it? Need all aliens be nationalists? Seems 
odd. 
 
Travelling galaxy to galaxy is vastly different than star to star, it's like ridiculing the idea of 
travelling across a country by comparing it to travelling in a car continent to continent. 
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We actually can create elements now, it's a very slow process, but at the same time we cannot 
go to the Moon anymore. I don't see why these things require each other. The energy to create 
elements is far more than the energy required to just mine asteroids and so forth. 
 
Then again this all follows the absolutist view that "if it's alien, it must be near magical as 
possible, nothing less." If we told Magellan that in the future we'd be able to travel around the 
world in hours, not months, but at the same time explain the ships which provide us this 
ability also fall out of the sky all the time, crash for unknown reasons, go missing and are 
never found, he'd probably also not be able to reconcile that and actually expect our society to 
be magic too. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

marjiscott 
 everywhere, USA 17 hours ago 
There is a lot of supposition in your aurgument. I realize your are doing this tongue in cheek 
because who the heck knows? First of, we don't at present, have any idea where "they" come 
from. We don't have any way of proving anything other than finding galaxies that seem to 
have a supportable atmosphere. We have found a few lately, but since funding has been 
curtailed, it will probably take private support from a non-government business to get the 
forward progress that we need.Secondly, there is no proof again that "they can create any 
element they want and there is no scarcity in their civilization" Thirdly, it is highly probable 
there is a reason for this occurences. It is not chance. 
Nothing destructive or nepharious about them." Who says? No proof. You have no evidence 
or anything scientific to back you up in your statement. Not your fault of course. I don't mean 
to attack you here. No one at present does. Unfortunately, this mystery has been going on 
since World War2, when we first became aware. How aware? Not enough apparently. 
Whether or not the Government keeps its secrets doesn't really matter in the decades or even 
centuries to come.. The unexplaned phenomonon will continue, every other Country in the 
world is studying this, and we will have to go to those sources to learn more. That's the 
terrible shame in all of this. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

zb 
 Miami 20 hours ago 
Given the enormous number of stars in just the known universe almost certainly there is other 
life out there. Whether they have ever come to visit us is another story. 
 
First there is the matter that they would likely have to have learned how to exceed the speed 
of a light to do so given the enormous distances which our science suggests is impossible, and 
secondly there is the question of why they would want to come given how incredibly 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25248680:25248876
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25248686


189 
 

disturbing and violent is our treatment of our world and people who live on it. 
 
Needless to say given our horrific treatment of other lands and people that we have explored, 
if anyone ever came here we should certainly be concerned if they are anything at all like is. If 
their 1st words are they come in peace I would run and hide. 

• Reply 

  

• 7Recommend 

Highlander 
 Brooklyn 18 hours ago 
"First there is the matter that they would likely have to have learned how to exceed the speed 
of a light to do so given the enormous distances which our science suggests is impossible" 
Our science doesn't have the authority nor knowledge to judge what would certainly be a 
different and much more advanced perception of physics of an ET race that reaches us. This 
where the imagination of mainstream scientists have proven to be an embarrassing 
disappointment. 
You can't judge an advanced alien specie capable of interstellar journeys by our scientific 
standards. It's just that simple. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Mark Shyres 
 Laguna Beach, CA 18 hours ago 
I am afraid that we will have to learn to bend (or "warp" space time for intergalactic travel, 
Even if we could travel faster than the speed of light (good luck on that) at even say, 2X the 
speed of light it would still take thousands of years to reach some of the closest stars that have 
what appear to be planets capable of supporting life as we know it (there's a caveat for you). 
Then again, that does not take into account that what we are looking at in the sky is basically 
"historical". That is, most of what we can see in the night sky is old news, light that has 
traveled to us for thousands of (light) years (distance, not time)...and none of the objects we 
can see today may not even exist anymore. Then again, as time itself changes as you approach 
the speed of light only time will tell. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Peter Quinn 
 Boston Mass. 20 hours ago 
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Check out the UFO documentary "Unacknowledged" on Netflix. The US Govt 
knows far more about UFO's than this article suggests. The last half hour is especially 
fascinating as it reveals why the presence of advanced alien life forms is deliberately being 
kept from the public... 

• Reply 

  

• 10Recommend 

Josh 
 Toronto 20 hours ago 
Aliens or not - it's probably a good idea to look into anything that's flying, mechanical, and 
unaccounted for. Beyond that - it just makes good sense to have some part of the government 
investigating life outside earth. It seems entirely unlikely that only one planet of the trillions 
in the universe would be populated. 20 million is really nothing when you think of what kind 
of technological advances could be gained from a first contact. 

• Reply 

  

• 19Recommend 

Mark Shyres 
 Laguna Beach, CA 18 hours ago 
I am afraid you do not understand randomness. If you flip a thousand coins for a heads or tails 
game the odds of every coin remain 50/50. If the first 10 coins turn up heads the odds for the 
11th coin are still 50/50 . The odds never change. Let me say it another way: just because 
there are more of something does not change the odds. If I say this again there are still the 
same odds you will not understand or believe it. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

smartypants 
 Edison NJ 20 hours ago 
Many of these sightings are, in fact, "research pranks" that one agency perpetrates against 
another. For example, intense and carefully controlled magnetic fields within a cockpit can 
cause both pilots to "perceive" the same non-existent phenomenon. Such technology is clearly 
worth exploring and testing. 

• Reply 
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• 4Recommend 

Highlander 
 Brooklyn 17 hours ago 
Sorry, but the 75 year record of these events makes that theory out to be quite inane. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Mark Shyres 
 Laguna Beach, CA 18 hours ago 
Yes, I often experience non-existent phenomenon on airplanes...most often when I have more 
than three single malt scotches. Oddly, enough, I experience the same non-existent 
phenomenon in my living room after more than two single malts. I need to explore that much 
further later today. I wonder if Irish Whisky will have any effect. Science marches on. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

BEB 
 Switzerland 20 hours ago 
I agree with Mr Bigelow and Sen Reid- the others. People in this country afraid to be mocked- 
viewed as being crazy. It’s insulting that we- the human race- think we know all the answers- 
and laughable. 

• Reply 

  

• 23Recommend 

White Hat 
 SF Bay Area 20 hours ago 
It is worth cataloging incidents that were captured via more than one medium, such a visual 
and radar. That rules out optical illusions. While they ought to be public to get the most 
eyeballs on them, the distraction factor for DoD staff and narrative circus would ruin the 
whole effort. Phenomenon like sprites were observed for decades and finally explained by 
science.  
 
I'm dubious of spending money to study scraps of metal alloys unless it was clearly associated 
with plenty of other evidence from other modalities. There is an infinite supply of poorly 
observed, unexplained phenomenon, so thresholds must be met. 
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• 3Recommend 

Donald 
 Yonkers 20 hours ago 
The reactions here are of interest themselves. A coldly rational person would conclude that we 
don’t know what these sightings are. Maybe it is some unknown atmospheric phenomenon. 
Maybe it is some highly advanced earthly technology, which might be terrifying depending 
on whose it is. Though it seems to have been around for awhile. Or maybe it is something 
straight from science fiction that either we could put a label on, or something we haven’t 
thought of. 
 
Rather than admit that we don’t know, we laugh and make fun and resort to our usual defense 
mechanisms. 

• Reply 

  

• 18Recommend 

Highlander 
 Brooklyn 18 hours ago 
When the reports are of an artificial metallic craft of unknown origin under intelligent control, 
we know that it's not and unknown natural phenomena. Such is the conclusion from some of 
the best cases. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Nullifidean 
 Florida 20 hours ago 
The laws of physics (general and special relativity), the size of the universe and probability 
make is probable that there is or was life of some form elsewhere but improbable that it could 
visit this part of the universe. In any case, belief is not fact and the past or present existence of 
such life beyond reach makes no difference to humans. 
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• 3Recommend 

Highlander 
 Brooklyn 18 hours ago 
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The laws of general relativity isn't fixed. It's only based on our current understanding of 
physics. Our current understanding of physics aught not be the measure for that of a specie 
that's advanced enough to get here. If they have gotten here, it surely would not be via 
propulsion technology. So think outside the box as many theoretical physicists are. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

mike nicosia 
 seattle 18 hours ago 
Think outside the box. Yes. The box is made of matter.  
 
Think outside of matter. THink inside the quantum. Energy fields --with an intelligence that 
does not need matter to exist. This "intelligence" can manifest itself in our material world and 
then exit at will.  
 
Sounds like the angels and demons of antiquity.  
 
What is that old poem: We shall not cease from exploration, and the end of all our exploring 
will be to arrive where we started and know the place for the first time. 
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• Recommend 

 
JD 
 USA 20 hours ago 
It is interesting this article appears in this publication. A good commentary on the historical 
significance of this is the book _The Missing Times_ by Terry Hansen. He describes this 
topic as literally "missing" from national newspapers and media. Hansen's book was first 
published in 2000 and documents the lack of coverage on the national level regarding 
unexplained events at US missile sites. 
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• 2Recommend 
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Global Charm 
 On the Western Coast 20 hours ago 
Twenty-two million is not a lot of money, and the people doing the actual work are being 
gainfully employed. There is also the small but still real possibility that they might turn up 
something useful.  
 
Compared to the fantasy thinking that underlies most U.S. Defense efforts (hey, let’s go 
invade Iraq!), this UFO program is a model of good sense. No wonder it’s being opposed. 

• Reply 

  

• 11Recommend 

Highlander 
 Brooklyn 17 hours ago 
Good one! 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Eatoin Shrdlu 
 Somewhere On Long Island 18 hours ago 
Not a lot of money? Restore basic scientific research programs, and stop worrying about life, 
that if it gets here, would visit, not stay - it would be quite uncomfortable anywhere it didn’t 
evolve along with an entire ecosystem to keep it alive in the long run. 
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• Recommend 

 
Blue Guy in Red State 
 Texas 20 hours ago 
If you think back to Jules Verne, Isaac Asimov and other futurists, they received lots of 
laughs but years later, they are visionaries. Ditto with Einstein, Tesla and others and quite 
possibly with Stephen Hawkings and his black holes and other space phenomena he has 
theorized. Give it a hundred or maybe 1,000 years or so then we might know if this planet has 
been visited. It has always been amusing to me, but then you come to realize over the 
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centuries how wrong people have been about all sorts of things that they did not understand at 
the time. Knowledge is infinite and we probably will always be peeling away only the outer 
layer of "the onion". 

• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

Highlander 
 Brooklyn 17 hours ago 
Bravo! 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Madeleine 
 CA 20 hours ago 
The curious and intelligent mind wants to know. That's how all knowledge was gained. To not 
be curious and have an IQ higher than a rock is to make rocks of us all. If there is something 
out there - alien: extraterrestrial or foreign but of this planet but all unknown, it seems better 
to know than not to what it is exactly. To remain one of the few countries without that 
curiousity and intelligence makes us all rocks. We spend more on less when politically 
rewarding, right? Why not this? 

• Reply 

  

• 9Recommend 

 
Jonathan Baker 
 New York City 20 hours ago 
As often happens in science and technology, when searching for particular thing something 
else is found of equal or greater importance. Columbus failed to find a western route to Asia 
but accidentally found another continent, and so forth.  
 
These objects may not be little green men from Mars in their spaceships, but they are 
*something*, and even if these are space debris or optical allusions, scientists will learn how 
to sharpen their investigative skills in the process.  
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And why shouldn't we investigate? To not be curious would be more strange and alarming 
than the objects themselves. 

• Reply 

  

• 16Recommend 

father lowell laurence 
 nyc 20 hours ago 
Those with evolved spirituality are aware that the Vatican has for years had official meetings 
about UFOs. The appearance of the Blessed Mother s Fatima visitation. the eclipse & other 
phenomena concurrent. Dr. Larry Myers of St John's university & Director of The 
Playwrights Sanctuary has been on UFO investigation as well as religious explorations. Other 
than West Virginia scientists ,he is he only individual to be allowed on the site of the alleged 
Kecksburg, Pennslvania crash site. A spiritualism devotee (Advanced Catholic) he visited & 
studied the Cherry Creek sighting area near the psychic community (where Mae West 
dedicated the Church & Sir Arthur Conan Doyle & Susan B. Anthony began the Women's 
Movement. .Myers' own plays "Postmark:Lily Dale" & "Kecksburg; The Other Roswell" deal 
with collaging otherworldy investigations & artistry--penning plays about alternative & occult 
subject matter. This is extremely complex information to mesh into theatrical forms. Myers 
has met with the renowned Harvard UFO debunker expert sharing his insights as well as 
prominent clergy 
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• 6Recommend 

tom 
 vermont 17 hours ago 
"West Virginia scientists" aka "moonshiners." 
 
FYI: Moonshiners don't have anything to do with any actual moon. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Brad 
 is a trusted commenter San Diego County, California 20 hours ago 
Whenever people talk about UFOs and government programs to study them, I remember the 
line from "Men in Black":  
 
"A person is smart. People are dumb, panicky dangerous animals and you know it. Fifteen 
hundred years ago everybody knew the Earth was the center of the universe. Five hundred 
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years ago, everybody knew the Earth was flat, and fifteen minutes ago, you knew that humans 
were alone on this planet." 

• Reply 

  

• 22Recommend 

tom 
 vermont 18 hours ago 
It's a fun quote, but people have known the Earth was spherical for thousands of years. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Eatoin Shrdlu 
 Somewhere On Long Island 17 hours ago 
I beg you to read some history. People have known the earth is round for thousands of years. 
The big error was constantly insisting it was at the center of the universe. 
 
Even the Roman Catholic Church has apologized for that one. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Hieronymous Bosch 
 Antarctica 20 hours ago 
UFOs: Hey, let's be open-minded. 
Climate change: hoax. 
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• 428Recommend 

Titian 
 Mulvania 20 hours ago 
The real tragedy is that there is almost no one who is open-minded about climate change. 
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• 4Recommend 

Highlander 
 Brooklyn 17 hours ago 
One aught not dissuade the argument for the other. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

HWMNBN 
 Albuquerque 15 hours ago 
This assumes that the same group of people are making both points. They're not. Harry Reid 
has always been a supporter of cimate science. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

someone 
 nc 20 hours ago 
If those alien's have oil on their homeworld, they may just need some freedom to go along 
with it! 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

Horace 
 Bronx, NY 20 hours ago 
Finally NYT! Congratulations. What took you so long to report this subject seriously? Are 
you now concerned that Trump will try to do something unwise in this area, and you think it 
better be made public before that happens? 

• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

Don 
 USA 20 hours ago 
Perhaps it was Santa Claus in the video. 
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• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

 
Cuthbert J Twillie 
 Woodridge, IL 20 hours ago 
Wow, this IS a surprise. Harry Reid doing something useful for our country. Too bad he kept 
it secret, he might not have been so hated. (not kidding) 
 
Anywho.. like the article states the US is really at the back of the pack on UFOs. Every other 
advanced country, and some not so advanced admit that there IS something up there and we 
don't know what. Then again that's why they're called UFO's -- Unidentified Flying Objects -- 
in the first place. But that also doesn't mean the UFOs are all full of space aliens.  
 
Though Canada's ex-Minister of Defense, Paul Hellyer, says that Space Aliens do exist and 
we, the USA, has known that for decades. 
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• 5Recommend 

 
Uly 
 New Jersey 20 hours ago 
You can not make this up. Looking through the eye of F/A-18 Super Hornet. The object is 
traveling against a 120 mph wind. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Cody McCall 
 tacoma 20 hours ago 
Better they should spend the money looking for signs of intelligent life in The Oval Office 
and West Wing. I know, they'll have better luck chasing flying saucers. 
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• 37Recommend 

 
Michael Cassady 
 Berkeley, CA 17 hours ago 
If that's breaking crockery we hear coming out of the Oval Office, it could well be flying 
saucers of a humbler sort, or what the military might label "tea-cup support group." 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Ralphie 
 CT 20 hours ago 
Why am I not shocked that a loon like Harry Reid would back funding for such a boondoggle. 
Years ago I was on a date, at dusk, just leaving to go eat when over the trees we both saw a 
large rotating object, cigar shaped perhaps, just over the trees. We both looked at it and said, 
OMG or the equivalent. A person was out in their yard. I rolled down my window and asked -
- what the heck is that -- he looked up from whatever work he was doing and said -- my 
goodness, that's a flying saucer.  
 
So I drove a bit hoping to get a closer view as it appeared to be hoveing near by. Finally, I 
found a slot between houses and trees where I could observe -- THE GOODYEAR BLIMP. It 
had it's lights on which were rotating and at the angle we were looking at it, at that time of 
day, it looked just like what one would expect a flying saucer to look like.  
 
Good thing I wasn't eight miles high on something at the time or I would have been on my 
way to area 51 or would have grown up to be a star trekkie.  
 
Not that there couldn't be other civilizations, more advanced than ours, in galaxies far far 
away. But why would they come visit? Or if they were to come visit why nibble around the 
edges? Why not come on down and say -- howdy? 
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• 4Recommend 

Restore Human Sanity 
 Manhattan 20 hours ago 
Don't they eat, or need something to sustain the craft if they are from eons away. If they exist 
for all this time, they must be on line at Burger King. 
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• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

 
ANetliner NetLiner 
 is a trusted commenter Washington, DC Metro Area 19 hours ago 
Great that you were able to identify the object that you saw. You are correct that blimps have 
been misidentified as UFOs. 
 
But that does not mean that all UFOs are explicable or that they should not be studied. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

E 
 Portland, OR 17 hours ago 
How's that highly intellectual conversation going with your dog? 
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• Recommend 

Ryan DeWald 
 Tucson 20 hours ago 
Secret money for a secret project run by a politician's friend in his home district. That should 
be the lead on this story. Real leftists let down by another Democrat. Disgusting. 

• Reply 

  

• 9Recommend 

Fourteen 
 Boston 16 hours ago 
Sometimes a cigar is just a cigar.  
 
"Cynicism masquerades as wisdom, but it is the farthest thing from it. Because cynics don’t 
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learn anything. Because cynicism is a self-imposed blindness." 
-Stephen Colbert 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Paco Chierici 
 San Francisco 20 hours ago 
The first reporting on the Navy sightings in 2004. 
https://fightersweep.com/1460/x-files-edition/ 
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• Recommend 

e=mc^2 
 Maryland 20 hours ago 
How droll. An article describing something that should be an important feedback and 
reporting system for important and dangerous activities (jet fighter piloting) is entirely 
appropriate. 
 
Too bad that commenters are quick to make fun of UFO kooks, wasteful government 
boondoggles, or [insert Trump joke here]. the fact is that these efforts sell to explain the 
unknown and potentially make our pilots and country safer from real foreign threats or fails in 
our detection equipment. that enough would pay for the program. 
 
and so what if it demonstrates extraterrestrials? Wouldn't you want to know if it were true? 
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• 6Recommend 

 
Michael Cassady 
 Berkeley, CA 18 hours ago 
Religious practices are usually funded by private means in the form of cash dramatically flung 
into an offering plate under the encouraging clamor of a pipe organ. So, pass the hat, and go 
for it. 
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• Recommend 

Highlander 
 Brooklyn 18 hours ago 
Commenters making fun of this news and evidence are and have always been our worst 
voices. These were the ones who were cheering for Galileo to be punished and exiled for 
pointing out the fact that the Sun we revolved around the sun. 
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• Recommend 

SteveRR 
 CA 14 hours ago 
Just so that young people reading this are not confused that did not come from Galileo but 
from Copernicus. 
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• 1Recommend 

 
stan continople 
 brooklyn 20 hours ago 
Maybe humans and their sad spectacle is the alien's reality TV, their "Jersey Shore". 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Nino Baldaci 
 Colorado Springs 20 hours ago 
Now that everyone carries a video camera with them at all times, it's fascinating that UFO 
sightings are way down. Where have yesteryear's elaborate tales of "close encounters" gone? 
 
In our pics-or-it-didn't-happen era, the rich banquet of UFO stories from average Joes has 
ended, and we're left with just the thin gruel of occasional ambiguous blobs on military IR-
sensor footage. 
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• Reply 

  

• 25Recommend 

PJR 
 Greer, SC 18 hours ago 
With these new cell phone cameras it really is much tougher to make a frying pan suspended 
by fishing string look realistic. Technology has its downsides. 
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• Recommend 

Old Maywood 
 Arlington, VA 20 hours ago 
You'll notice most of the money went to a contractor in, wait for it, Nevada. 
 
That was no doubt the primary purpose of the program.  
 
Close Encounters of the Pork Kind. 

• Reply 

  

• 19Recommend 

Nick 
 Maine 20 hours ago 
UAPs are likely not aliens. Trolling military pilots is not the concern of a civilization that can 
circumvent physical laws like inertia and gravity. 
 
If you take a moment to ponder the size and scope of our Universe, the biggest barrier to 
contact with another intelligence from another planet is simply time. multi-cellular organisms 
on Earth have been around for 600 million years. Humans roughly 2 million. We've been 
broadcast signals for less than a century. Aliens with powerful telescopes halfway across the 
galaxy would be expecting a snow globe by the time they reached us in their light speed 
vessels. Not New York City.  
 
In fact if aliens have visited Earth, there's a 99.996% chance it happened at a time we weren't 
around. The odds are not in our favor. Our window of contact is very, very small right now. 
We would need to be around for millions more years for enough time to pass for the 
Millennium Falcon to find out we exist and stop by. Just a guess though. I have my doubts 
we'll get to the year 3000 at this point. 
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• 8Recommend 

Highlander 
 Brooklyn 18 hours ago 
You've taken a reductionistic default scientific position with an incredible lack of 
imagination. 
The only thing you've gotten correct IMO is the time barrier factor. 
And as far as theories go quantum physics and contemporary thinking scientists have already 
theorized that violating space time is not outside the realms of possibility. So to judge what 
ET can achieve based on our very limited knowledge of physics is nothing less than the 
ostrich complex. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Jan Sand 
 Helsinki 20 hours ago 
There is so much fakery involved in the subject that it is almost impossible to get at what 
might actually be happening. If there is any true visitation by extra-terrestrials it would be a 
good idea to discover what might be going on as alien visitors have possible intentions far 
more threatening to the nation than what might be going on in North Korea. It's likely that 
most sightings can be discounted but if there is anything real about alien visitations with 
technologies far in advance if human abilities it would be a terrible error not to know about it. 
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Paumanok 
 North Carolina USA 20 hours ago 
An awesome display of reverse engineered technology. Most certainly man-made drone, but 
the AI is fantastic. We call it "soft robotics" The Homeland Security video from the PR 
airport was equally as compelling. The skin of the vehicle reacts to the airflow like ferro-fluid. 
Very clever. Skin displays chemical conductive polymer properties. Huge magnetic power 
source, but limited heat/IR signature, also operating in and out of DC light, visible in the 
ultra-violet? Very impressive display of stealth technology. Reporter should have pressed him 
on what he meant by "Pearl." 
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PJR 
 Greer, SC 17 hours ago 
Are you plugging for a job with one of those space aliens? You want a ride on one of those 
hypersonic spaceships able to pull unlimited Gs don't you? 
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Highlander 
 Brooklyn 18 hours ago 
So you're basically stating that the other agencies are competing against, and fooling the DOD 
by testing exotic technologies that they're not aware about? 
Sorry, but the ET hypothesis makes more sense than that cockeyed theory. 
FYI, the NSA, DOD, CIA, DNI all would be in on the same information. 
You seem to be doing gymnastics to avoid the simplest explanation when all conventional 
explanations do not fit the event. That simply is the ET hypothesis. 
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PJR 
 Greer, SC 20 hours ago 
After visiting my local Wal-Mart on a Saturday I am absolutely convinced there are space 
aliens. 
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Glen 
 Texas 20 hours ago 
Dude, those are Trump supporters!! 
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PJR 
 Greer, SC 17 hours ago 
Trey Howdy supporters. That dude is absolutely a space aliens. Just observe the suits and hair. 
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Glen 
 Texas 20 hours ago 
There is also an impossible to ignore religious resistance to the existence of UFOs, 
particularly in the evangelical fundamentalist wing of Christian religion. Proof positive 
confirmation of a UFO would mean that Earth is not the only apple of God's eye, an 
intelligent civilization somewhere else in the Universe being an absolute negation of one of 
the main tenets of the faith. 
 
In the current Republican religious climate, any effort to pursue research on these phenomena 
is tantamount to blasphemy. 
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NYC Taxpayer 
 East Shore, S.I. 20 hours ago 
This is a strange topic. Too many military and airline pilots have reported UFOs near their 
aircraft to just brush it all away. Only twice as an adult have I seen unusual objects in the sky.  
 
The physics of interstellar travel seem to prelude visitors from even the closest star system. 
But just what are these UFOs?? 
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 Lanoka Harbor, NJ 18 hours ago 
From what we know of the principles of physics, it would seem improbable that beings from 
another star system could visit us today. However, we have to remember that we do not know 
all of the laws of physics and there are currently things beyond our understanding. 
 
Our ancient ancestors would have trouble believing in electricity, airplanes, and the Internet, 
because they lacked the knowledge of the phenomena that allow these technologies to 
function. Current scientific thought supports the belief that nothing can travel faster than light. 
However, as humanity discovers more about the wonders of the universe, we could find that 
the speed of light is a barrier, just like the speed of sound, but one that may be crossed with 
the right knowledge and technology. 
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Michael L Hays 
 Las Cruces, NM 20 hours ago 
A perfect example of why "classified" is protective camouflage for corruption, incompetence, 
and downright craziness. 
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MKR 
 Philadelphia 20 hours ago 
We have yet to establish how, why or if there is intelligent life on Earth. So we are in no 
position to hypothesize how, why or if it has arisen elsewhere. 
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Kagetora 
 New York 20 hours ago 
In a galaxy of 200 billion stars, where almost all of which, as recent data shows, have planets 
around them, its exceedingly arrogant to think that the only life in the galaxy is on the planet 
earth. The theory of relativity tells us that space can be curved, albeit at present it seems only 
by gravity. However this space bending itself can be the basis for faster than light travel in the 
distant future, and if there are other intelligent species in the universe, as is most surely the 
case, its not outrageous to think they may have solved this problem. But with respect to the 
sighted UFO's, as much as I would love for it to be true, I find it hard to believe that any 
intelligent race would care so much about humans as to be skulking around in the shadows 
observing us. After all, we don't hide our presence when we observe ants and earthworms. 
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t 
 gibbs 20 hours ago 
They have "metal alloys and other materials that Mr. Elizondo and program contractors said 
had been recovered from unidentified aerial phenomena." So whats the deal with that stuff? If 
true seems pretty important. 
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glinness 
 Nevada 20 hours ago 
The odds that extraterrestrial life exists are astronomically high, while the odds that ET visits 
Earth are astronomically low. The reason is the same for both, the unimaginable vastness of 
the cosmos. No doubt the vast majority of UFO sightings can be dismissed out of hand, given 
the propensity of untrained observers (especially single observers) to misidentify natural or 
man-made objects. Everything from the planet Venus to Chinese lanterns, and anything else 
in the sky, have been misidentified as UFOs. That said, there does seem to be a single-digit 
percentage (perhaps 5%) of reports, especially those with multiple observers from multiple 
widely-spaced locations, especially both air and ground, and ideally with correlating visual 
and/or radar data, that seem to merit further study. 
. 
Yet professional pilots and scientists hesitate to report or study such events due to the 
unfavorable impact they fear on their reputations. On the off-chance that Mr. Bigelow et. al. 
are right, we probably should make some sort of international effort to investigate that 5% of 
sightings, making their reporting mandatory to take the onus off of pilots, and protecting the 
reputation of whatever scientists we choose to study the phenomenon. My guess is that none 
of them will prove to be anything from beyond Earth, but I'd be delighted to be proven wrong. 
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David 
 NC 20 hours ago 
My father had been a marine and told me a story once about when he was stationed at the 
Cherry Point Marine Corps Air Station in NC. This would have been in the early 50s. He said 
that while not on duty one day, he was laying out getting some sun. At one point, he noticed 
an object that was sort of hovering or moving very slowly over the base. He did not recognize 
it. After watching for awhile, he went over to the air traffic control tower to report his 
sighting.  
 
The controllers said that they had seen it and that a couple of planes had been sent to track it. 
My father remained in the tower and listened to the pilots communicating with the controllers. 
The object left the base and had moved out to sea at a steady slow rate, so the planes were just 
following it from a good distance. At some point, the pilots reported that the object suddenly 
accelerated and left them in the dust, so they returned to base. 
 
My father probably would have been interested in being transferred to wherever the object 
was from but was sent to Korea instead to begin shelling the North Koreans into submission. 
Worked about as well as trying to keep up with the UFO. 
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John B 
 Vermont 20 hours ago 
Can anyone here explain how to read the videos? I see what looks like an abstraction of a 
plane, beneath which are brackets containing a blob. Is that what a radar image looks like? 
Why is the plane abstraction pretty fixed and frontal? Why does the blob change from white 
to black? Why do the brackets move? What are the flashes? What do the numbers indicate, 
some of which pulsate and change? 
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Jen 
 New England 20 hours ago 
We knew the X-Files were real. ;) 
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JD 
 USA 20 hours ago 
Sara Seager, an astrophysicist at M.I.T., made a very odd statement that is absolutely true, but 
which doesn't apply to this case: "...not knowing the origin of an object does not mean that it 
is from another planet or galaxy." I don't think anyone from the Advanced Aerospace Threat 
Identification Program EVER made such a claim, or anyone studying the events. Seager 
seems to be jumping to a conclusion about the program and making statements about 
something she doesn't know about, without examining the evidence. This is odd behavior 
from a "scientist." 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Highlander 
 Brooklyn 18 hours ago 
I made a similar observation. This unconscious knee-jerked bias is common place in the 
mainstream science community. That was actually a subjective defensive response. That was 
not science. 
This attitude is infuriating with US scientists. It's another clue that scientists are threatened by 
this phenomena for a reason that's totally unscientific. 
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Bill 
 New Zealand 20 hours ago 
I used to work in the TV business and was involved in a few programs about UFOs, dealing 
with Roswell and Kecksburg.  
 
One of the things that became apparent to me with Roswell, for example, is that the US 
government was happy to have UFO researchers noodling around these events. What it did 
was discredit any investigation into what was actually happening. In the case of Roswell, that 
would have been the super-secret Mogul Array--a car-sized sensor attached to a large high-
altitude balloon whose purpose was to measure changes in stratospheric air pressure that 
would result from the Soviet detonation of a nuclear bomb during testing. 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25248556
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25248556:25249293
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25248501


212 
 

I would not be surprised at all that if these objects are real, and that they actually belong to us. 
No seriously black program in the shadows of the Pentagon will ever come clean or be 
acknowledged, even to the regular Air Force or Senators. 
 
I'm a firm believer that life is out there and thriving. I am also a firm believer in physics and 
Occum's Razor. The distances are practically inconceivable. 
 
That said, never say never. 
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Mike W 
 virgina 20 hours ago 
Might be from earth. The nearest star is about 4 light years from earth. Our technology is 
unable to make a trip there in less than tens of thousands of years. Other stars are much 
further. At this time no nation or company has admitted to faster than light travel, or any other 
type of "transport beam" technology that could bridge these distances. Assuming faster than 
light propulsion is possible, then we might have visitors. Assuming Einstein was right, faster 
than light travel (FTL) is impossible. Assuming a "transport beam" technology exists, we 
would not see aircraft because that would be unnecessary. This lack of FTL technology 
directs us to look for the origin of "beyond next generation aircraft" as earth. What might be 
interesting to look for is projecting long distance holographic imaging. No report that I have 
ever seen indicates a wake behind these objects. Images leave no wakes in the air. 
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uga muga 
 Miami Fl 20 hours ago 
I have a friend with a pet theory apparently shared by others. Several million years ago, a 
space patrol violated directives, came down and had sex with apes. Out came a hybrid, the 
first humans with enlarged and more capable brains but still with animalistic tendencies. 
 
After that fiasco, the extraterrestrials have maintained surveillance but are wary of any further 
contact. 
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Bill Beaulac 
 NEK, Vermont 20 hours ago 
So Harry Reid has had a longtime interest in space phenomena, so that warrants millions of 
dollars being spent chasing aliens. Maybe he spent too much time hanging out in Area 51? It 
seems apparent that some here also see this adventure to boldly go where no man has gone, 
and no aliens have either, at least according to every bit of solid, provable, evidence. Sure, 
these supposedly intelligent aliens travel untold light-years to simply do a fly by of earth? 
Good grief, we have enough wasted tax dollars already, let's not keep tilting at flying saucers. 
Educate or feed some children with the millions of dollars. Heck, the money would be better 
used to buy 10 million tickets to the upcoming Star Wars release; let some of these 
underprivileged kids at least get a glimpse of where the imagination of the mind can take 
them. 
 
I have a question for all those that commented here that this is is worthwhile cause; what 
would your thoughts be if the government was using millions of dollars of your tax money in 
a search for God? You know, maybe scanning the heavens for His second coming? Frankly, I 
think I have a more likely chance of meeting Jesus than I do E.T. After all, the fact of the 
matter is Jesus has visited Earth . . . aliens have only visited the imagination of man.  
 
I wonder if Harry Reid had been from Alaska, would we be funding the search for the 
abominable snowman? People have seen his tracks and eerie things happen in the stillness of 
the tundra. 
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Maurice 
 North Carolina 20 hours ago 
Do I believe in Humanoid life on other planets?.....No, but I acknowledge I could be wrong. 
Do I believe in some form of "intelligent" life on other planets?....I believe in the possibility, 
but I remain a skeptic. 
Do I believe we are in danger of "attack" from alien beings...No, but I acknowledge I could be 
wrong. 
Do I believe in UFO's?...Of course. There are just too many reports of flying objects that 
cannot be identified. An unidentified flying object does not necessarily mean it cannot be ever 
be identified or that it was a man-made object. 
Do I believe that UFO's should be investigated?....Absolutely. Knowledge is power. And I 
might add, peace of mind. Let the DOD spend the money to investigate UFO's and spend 
extra money on those that are not readily identified. 
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Memi von Gaza 
 Canada 20 hours ago 
“Internationally, we are the most backward country in the world on this issue,” Mr. Bigelow 
said in an interview. “Our scientists are scared of being ostracized, and our media is scared of 
the stigma." 
 
It's lovely to finally read those statements in the New York Times. While many sightings of 
UFO's have been seen through a glass darkly, I have no doubt 'they' whoever they are or how 
many kinds of 'them' exist, these beings have been around a long time.  
 
As a young girl, I used to listen to my father and brothers talking about them and the 
impossibility of their arriving here from away because, as they noted, the speed of light is not 
fast enough to bring them here from stars infinite light years away. I had other ideas. "It's not 
how they got here," I would tell them.  
 
I couldn't tell them what I meant in terms they would understand, but I knew I was one of 
them. How fast is the speed of thought? How do you measure the speed of an incarnating 
soul?  
 
I remember things about my old home. It didn't take time to get anywhere you wanted to go, 
and you could be in many places at once. Water was different somehow - lighter - suffused 
with love. The sky was soft. The people gentle. 
 
I left there to come here and at first I wondered why. What a beautiful planet spoiled by 
violent stupid people. I hated it.  
 
Now I get it. It's a frontier, primed and on the cusp of a grand evolution. It's the perfect time 
to have come here. This alien is staying. 
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Jeri 
 San Jose, CA 20 hours ago 
You have more kindred spirits than you know. Or maybe you do know. There is much 
humans don't understand, and it is foolish for us to pretend that we do. 
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Memi von Gaza 
 Canada 17 hours ago 
Jeri, 
I do know, but it's nice to say hello to kin every once in awhile. After a lonely start, I'm now 
content here, and of late in bliss, feeling the rumbling energy of millions of souls coming into 
their bodies, fulfilling our destiny to inhabit this beautiful and rare jewel in our universe in the 
way it was meant to be inhabited. 
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Jeeves 
 Innsmouth MA 20 hours ago 
Let's spend $22mm on something that Reddit does for free. Makes perfect sense. 
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Joseph John Amato 
 NYC 20 hours ago 
December 16, 2017 
 
Some things are best left to mysterious and yet human nature is curious and so this reporting 
is great for lots of good reasons. We are all best to take information of events and discourse to 
keep open minds to the wonder of our physical natural world and then more so in the depth 
and breath of reaches of time space and everything that is given concern for serious study and 
appraisal by those that are with honorable intentions in the best news print to print - as the 
adage for the great general theory of everything worthy to the best in our conscious 
assimilation for a graceful world that is with goodness and light for eternity. 
 
jja Manhattan, N.Y. 
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Michael 
 USA 20 hours ago 
There is a way to get UFOs taken seriously. Firmly remind everyone that the “U” stands for 
“unidentified,” not “alien.” Push the pseudoscience aside. Acknowledge what we don’t know, 
and apply genuine scientific rigor to the process of studying sightings of unidentified objects.  
 
The truth is that given the vastness of space and the immense number of stars with planets out 
there, it’s highly probable that there is other life out there. It’s also true that given the vast 
distances involved and what we currently understand about physics, the probability is 
incredibly low that any of that life out there has come to visit us here. Given that low 
probability, the study of UFOs should assume that alien life is an unlikely explanation for 
these objects, and consider a lot of other hypotheses first.  
 
Pseudoscience has sullied the study of the unexplained by assiduously applying confirmation 
bias and attempting to make every sighting of something odd into “evidence” of aliens. The 
result is, as noted in this report, that pilots often don’t even report odd phenomena when they 
see them, out of fear of being stigmatized. That in itself reduces available data, making it all 
the more difficult to sort out science-based understandings of what these sightings might 
really be. 
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Jeri 
 San Jose, CA 20 hours ago 
Many of the posts on here are somewhat arrogant. We don't know what we don't know. I'm 
not saying non-Earth species have visited, I'm saying we don't know. If their technology is 
vastly superior, and it would have to be, and they didn't want us to know, we wouldn't know. 
Scientists often come off stating things as a certainty that they don't actually know. They also 
cast a snooty attitude at anyone who suggests something may be true that hasn't been proven. 
If it's not proven that aliens have visited, then it's also not proven that they haven't. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

 
Scott Werden 
 Maui, HI 20 hours ago 
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Who knows if this stuff is extraterrestrial or not but it is probably worthwhile to keep 
cataloging it. I don't have a problem with spending $22 million on it, but it should be fully 
transparent so academics, like the SETI crowd, can have access to whatever the military finds. 
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Jeff 
 Los Angeles 20 hours ago 
I'm glad that the New York Times did an honest story on this subject without the usual 
ridicule. There are real scientists looking at this important subject for which there is decades 
of credible evidence from military personnel. Even if 99% of what is seen is explainable 
natural phenomena, that still means that 1% has the potential for being real.  
 
Is it so difficult to believe that we're not alone? NASA has discovered hundreds of exoplanets 
in our galaxy and they estimate that there are 1500 planets within 50 light years from earth, 
and that there are 10 billion earth type planets in the milky way. We've been broadcasting 
radio signals for almost 100 years. It is certainly possible that other civilizations are more 
advanced then us and have figured out interstellar travel. I hope that The Times will continue 
this investigation. 
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Jean Boling 
 Idaho 20 hours ago 
My father was involved in investigations in the late '40s with Air Force OSI. Because the 
sightings were near White Sands/Alamogordo, where we were playing with A-bombs, there 
was obvious concern about espionage. He worked with both military and civilians, 
interviewing multiple air crew members and civilians who had reported "sightings". While the 
investigation reached no definitive conclusions, Dad always said he had no evidence the 
witnesses were lying, hypnotized, or under the influence. He believed the men were well-
trained flyers who reported what they saw - and recorded. I asked if Dad thought they were 
UFOs. He said he simply didn't know without more facts, but that whatever they were, they 
were real and out there. 
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Xavier Lecomte 
 Los Angeles 20 hours ago 
Despite the omnipresence of cameras in the hands of billions of earthlings plus the plethora of 
extremely sophisticated astronomical listening tools scanning the heavens, not one shred of 
evidence has turned up! Nonetheless a billionaire get's the government to give away 22 
millions of taxpayer's money for his "secret" mad pet project? No wonder he's a billionaire 
and I'm just a sorry taxpayer... 
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Don 
 USA 20 hours ago 
When you consider these facts it seems ridiculous to believe that we are the only intelligent 
life. The biggest challenge is finding and communicating with each other. Imagine how it 
would change everything that humans believe in. 
 
There are billions of stars and millions of galaxies like the Milky Way. 
The Milky Way Galaxy is 100,000 light years across. 
Inter Galactic space is beyond the Milky Way Galaxy. Even the closest Galaxies are hundreds 
of thousands of light years away. 
Our home galaxy is the Milky Way. Our home the earth is an insignificant planet orbiting a 
very small star barely visible. The Milky Way galaxy has hundreds of thousands of stars like 
our sun. 
Light travels at a speed of 186,000 miles a second or 700 million miles an hour. 
It would take a 6 billion year trip by our fastest space craft to reach the next closest galaxy. 
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Buelteman 
 Montara-by-the-Sea CA 20 hours ago 
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My late father, WWII veteran and lifelong employee of Pan Am, and perhaps the most sober-
eyed pilot one could ever hope for, saw UFO's over the pacific on flight to HNL from SFO. 
These things are real. Where is the courage of our government when we need it? Higher 
priorities? What could be higher than learning we are not alone? 
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michaelbix 
 Vermont 20 hours ago 
The Navy's plane is using a radar-augmented ranging camera. There isn't any operator 
involvement except to tell the aircraft what the "target" is so it knows what to track, and 
whether to steer the aircraft to follow the target or not. In these two cases... apparently... the 
aircraft is told by the pilot to track a particular object, to steer the aircraft in order to follow 
the target by a certain distance, and at various times to use scaling to view it more closely 
(and attempt to estimate its size). People who think this camera is like a GoPro are mistaking 
the function of the camera. If the pilot had chosen to engage more aggressively with the target 
(ie. to sight weaponry on it, for the purpose of bringing it down) there would be additional 
telemetry brought to bear, and the display would show additional information. In both these 
cases the pilots have chosen to follow at a distance, match speed and to observe. (The cockpit 
voice recording has been edited to remove profanity, but other than than that I see no signs of 
alteration.) Why do people assume that unidentified objects are from "another planet" (or star 
system). Our concepts of dimensional space equates far-away with physical distance, but it is 
just as possible that unknown mobile objects can pop in and out of dimensional space and 
may be propelled by differentials in energy we haven't a clue about. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

MCC 
 PVD 20 hours ago 
I am all for 'Science for Science sake'. I am by training a biochemistry and realize the 
importance of investigating in unconventional areas much like 'Basic' research BUT $22 
million!! $22 million seems excessive. I can appreciate 2 or 3 full time employees MAYBE 
over the course of several years but this reminds me of $900 hammers and $4000 toilets. I am 
not a Trumpian that believes (caveman, pounds his fist on the table) 'government bad' but 
everything in moderation guys. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 
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AA 
 California 20 hours ago 
The common UFO narrative - that super-advanced aliens are flying around secretly in our 
skies for unknown reasons - is clearly a science fiction fantasy. Nevertheless, if many of our 
pilots have observed unidentifiable flying objects in our airspace, that is a matter of concern 
that is worth investigating. These might just be hallucinations, which would suggest that 
pilots may be suffering from degradation of their visual or mental acuity. That could be the 
result of overly long flights, inadequate medical support for dealing with the physical/mental 
stresses of flying jets, poor cockpit design, etc. Or these supposed UFOs could be unknown 
atmospheric phenomena, or at worst, the experimental aircraft of hostile powers. 
 
It is unfortunate that the senators felt they had to secretly allocate the money for investigating 
these phenomena, but it makes sense. Conspiracy theorists would have had a field day with 
congressional deliberation over funding UFO research, as they certainly will with this article. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Chris Carmichael 
 Alabama 20 hours ago 
Of the 700+ Project Blue Book sightings that have never been publicly explained, the vast 
majority are night time low-level aerial refueling of aircraft and helicopters. This training was 
classified Confidential/NOFORN and was very common. This accounts for multi-colored 
lights (the KN-135 "pinball" and flood lights) the flying in formation (night refueling fighters 
stay close to one another and the tanker) and the sudden peeling off and rapidly accelerating 
as the whole thing is completed and the KC-135 turns off its lights and the refueled aircraft 
break off in different directions. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

CP 
 NJ 20 hours ago 
Yes, there is something going on out there. Logically, the sheer size of the universe indicates 
there must be other life forms within it; we are not terminally unique. I'd rather know about it 
than not. Treat it as science, which it is; that way we can discover whether or not there is more 
to discover, and how much. That's a far better use of government money than building walls 
on the border of our ally. 
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• 2Recommend 
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Bruce 
 Orange County, CA 20 hours ago 
Without a shred of evidence to support ET life and the fact that there's probably a one in 
billion chance that there's another planet in the universe with the same anthropic properties 
that would support life, this program is nothing more than a giveaway of public funds to a 
politician's friend. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

 
Old_Liberal 
 South Carolina 20 hours ago 
"The truth is out there." If we stop searching or give up, we will never learn the truth. 
 
With regard to extraterrestrials, if you have spent any time studying our universe, you come to 
appreciate its age and its enormity, and the fact that it is growing at an exponential rate. Now 
consider an unlimited number of universes, and therefore an unlimited number of suns and 
planets. Finally, there is new evidence of parallel universes which if I understand correctly 
opens the door to time travel. So yeah, it's more than likely that there are an infinite number of 
extraterrestrials, and probably most do not take a life form we would recognize. 
 
It's no wonder some people prefer to believe in a God - that kind of simplifies everything. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Suzabella 
 Santa Ynez, CA 20 hours ago 
I watched the video and found it quite interesting. About 50 years ago, as a teen, I was sitting 
outside with a friend in upper Michigan just hanging out. Then we saw a glowing object in the 
sky. What is surprising to me is that it looked exactly like the object in the video and moved 
in the same way. It made a quick turn and vanished. 
 
I don't think we are alone in the universe. We are only now beginning to discover planets that 
could support life similar to ours. Surely a more advanced civilization could be exploring 
space just as we are.  
 
Why visit us? Perhaps it's curiosity or perhaps they are concerned that we could develop 
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military ways to fight them. We do not seem to be a very peaceful planet. We're finding more 
destructive means all the time. As I recall I think there were 701 sitings they couldn't explain. 
We need to know more. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

AP 
 Houston 20 hours ago 
In the time that our observable universe has been around it is more than likely we are not the 
only technologically advanced civilization. However the fact that our observable universe is 
so huge makes it unlikely that the regular reports of unidentified objects are of extraterrestrial 
origin. The regularity and apparent randomness of these sightings is more akin to joyrides 
than scientific research. Though I may be wrong it is difficult to imagine any civilization 
which would expend the energy and resources needed for interstellar travel on buzzing earth 
"just for kicks". 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Michael M 
 South Carolina 21 hours ago 
You can find video like this all over YouTube. The Space Station have craft whizzing around 
all over the place. Those screw-ups at NASA can't cut the video feed fast enough. And I think 
the Disclosure Project disclosed enough already. From Astronauts to Ex Military, they all say 
our Govt. cronies are lying. 

• Reply 

  

• 11Recommend 

emcoolj 
 Toronto Ontario 21 hours ago 
Hmmm... aliens are portrayed in SF most often as beings with a lack of empathy. Isn't it time 
to investigate the White House for a reptilian response to poverty, bigotry, and ... wait. If you 
are from this planet please read the above as irony. Irony is more scarce than unobtanium. 
And we seem to have exhausted our supply of Compassion, the other rare element. 

• Reply 
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• 98Recommend 

Lee 
 AZ 21 hours ago 
What a coincidence! Reid's billionaire friend receiving wheelbarrows full of taxpayer money 
that then goes down the black hole totally unaccounted for. 

• Reply 

  

• 92Recommend 

Chilli Palmer 
 Hollywood 20 hours ago 
Oh, yeah, and I'm sure Reid not getting a cent out of this! 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

CP 
 NJ 20 hours ago 
Better there than in Trump's rich pals' pockets, blacker and deeper holes. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

George S 
 New York, NY 14 hours ago 
CP, so one corrupt political hanger on is better than another just because of political 
affiliation? Please! 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Alan 
 Boston 21 hours ago 
Earthlings! yes, we have been flying over your planet 
looking for some real estate. We decided the location 
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is not good enough. 
Don't worry, we won't be back. 

• Reply 

  

• 28Recommend 

Jafo232 
 New York 21 hours ago 
A secret program to pump money to a buddy of Harry Reid. Yeah, nothing to see here.. 

• Reply 

  

• 36Recommend 

Highlander 
 Brooklyn 20 hours ago 
Riiight, you're one of those who ignore the evidence for a cynical suspicion. This isn't about 
Reid nor Bigelow. This storyline has been the same with government secrecy since over 70 
years. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

 
Cyphertrak 
 New York 21 hours ago 
What I find fascinating about this piece is first that on the level of science we've moved from 
science fiction and the simply unexplainable (and something unexplainable doesn't mean it's 
"extra-terrestrial") - to "scientific fact" ... The line from the secret Pentagon's program in 2009 
Pentagon briefing asserting "what was considered science fiction is now science fact" is 
certainly enough to give me, for one, pause. That's quite a statement! What was he referring to 
exactly? Mr. Elizondo, the program head who recently resigned, speaks of "unusual aerial 
systems ... displaying beyond-next-generation [technological] capabilities". And what's 
critical about this is that whatever is involved here appears NOT to originate from any 
country... So my question is this: Why can't the best scientists from around the world be 
brought under the proverbial tent to investigate TOGETHER? It's a bit sad that something as 
amazing as the possibility of identifying and understanding extra-terrestrial phenomena is 
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viewed as a secret national defense matter. How myopic, paranoid and plain stupid of us 
humans to want to hoard and retard science with regard to phenomena that could potentially 
effect everyone on the planet. 

• Reply 

  

• 164Recommend 

Highlander 
 Brooklyn 20 hours ago 
Well stated! 
The state of mainstream science in America is warped by the politics of funding and big egos. 
This is when science is warped by its flawed interpreters; that's mankind itself. 
 
"Sara Seager, an astrophysicist at M.I.T., cautioned that not knowing the origin of an object 
does not mean that it is from another planet or galaxy." 
 
“what people sometimes don’t get about science is that we often have phenomena that remain 
unexplained.” 
 
"James E. Oberg, a former NASA space shuttle engineer and the author of 10 books on 
spaceflight who often debunks U.F.O. sightings, was also doubtful. “There are plenty of 
prosaic events and human perceptual traits that can account for these stories,” 
 
The statements from the Astrophysicist Sara Seager and James Oberg is at the root of the 
problem of why most institutionally funded scientists have the 
wrong mindset for grasping and further exploring this phenomena. For one thing, James 
Oberg is charlatan who is an ardent member of the organized skeptics' movement. You don't 
ask such character for his opinion when his original motivation is to debunk for the sake of his 
philosophical inclination of skepticism. 
Seager on the other hand is classic mainstream science orthodoxy in her analysis. She 
represents the lack of theoretical imagination in science and a need to keep the scientific 
status quo in a fixed position. The phenomena is often described as physical crafts under 
intelligent control. We don't need science to know what that is. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Joshua Schriftman 
 Miami 18 hours ago 
I don't think the secrecy comes from paranoia or stupidity, but from greed. Many of the 
artifacts gathered were metal alloys. Private enterprise (e.g., Mr. Bigelow's Las Vegas based 
company) could benefit from exclusive access to such materials. Integrate transnational 
security and munitions corporations into the picture, and the secrecy makes perfect sense: The 
priority isn't science, it's power and profit; science is just a means to an end. 
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• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Highlander 
 Brooklyn 18 hours ago 
"(and something unexplainable doesn't mean it's "extra-terrestrial")" 
It always boggles my mind when someone feels compelled to state the obvious. This suggests 
an underlying belief or defense mechanism against that which may in fact be extraterrestrial. 
The serious UFO investigators and the best of those who are convinced, are skeptical enough 
to evidence to tell them what is explainable, what's a potential natural mystery, and what 
possibly fits the ET hypothesis. 
 
So there's never really a need to make a statement as quoted above unless it's about you. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

mjv 
 Cambridge, MA 21 hours ago 
Area 51 is in Senator Reid's home state. Everyone knows that's where they take the aliens. 

• Reply 

  

• 11Recommend 

Jen 
 BC, Canada 21 hours ago 
So X-Files is a documentary? 

• Reply 

  

• 7Recommend 

Highlander 
 Brooklyn 20 hours ago 
No, but some of its references are from well documented cases. But you'd have to something 
about the history of the subject to know this. 
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• 1Recommend 

emcoolj 
 Toronto Ontario 17 hours ago 
No, Jen. The Flintstones is a documentary... peeps living among dinosaurs. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

 
Dearpru 
 Vermont 21 hours ago 
This investigation has more merit and meat to it then another investigation into Hillary 
Clinton’s emails. 

• Reply 

  

• 192Recommend 

J Nice 
 Washington, D.C. 21 hours ago 
No such thing as a “restricted” special access program. 2 types - acknowledged and 
unacknowledged. There is a subset of unacknowledged called “waived” and what it is waived 
from is congressional reporting except from about 15-20 people on The Hill. DepSecDef is 
the one with the authority to make an unacknowledged SAP waived. That is how it works. 
Title 10 Sec 119 is what you should look up NYT. While your reporters love to get leaks and 
classified material you reporters and editors should be required to read an expired copy on the 
CAPCO manual. The expired ones are released with surprisingly few redactions. CAPCO 
stands for Controlled Access Program Coordination Office and was designed specifically to 
combat the excuse over HRC’s server that different agencies squabble over classification. The 
manual is supposed to find alignment across the agencies. 

• Reply 

  

• 10Recommend 

susan 
 nyc 21 hours ago 
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It's pretty arrogant thinking to believe we are the only intelligent beings in the entire universe. 
I wonder how many of those that believe "we are alone" also believe in an invisible man in 
the sky that cares about what we do. 

• Reply 

  

• 110Recommend 

Lorraine 
 Portland, OR 20 hours ago 
I think a lot of people believe there must be life on other planets, but they also believe 
traveling the distance to get from their planet to ours is what they find impossible or unlikely, 
as it would take thousands of years traveling at the speed of light. The limitation then is our 
level of understanding physics so far, which prohibits such travel, but from what has been 
seen, we have a lot to learn about physics. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Kevin Babcock 
 CA 20 hours ago 
Arrogant? Or wishful thinking? I don't enjoy the idea we could be turned into slaves or 
blasted into oblivion by aliens a million years more advanced than us. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Maurice 
 North Carolina 20 hours ago 
I do not believe in a man in the sky who cares what we do. On the other hand I do believe in a 
God that is the force for good in the human condition. I suspect you might agree that we could 
use some more good in the human condition these days. Seems to me to have no concept of 
spirituality is to leave vacant one of the most important of the five human equities. It's just a 
thought. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

John in California 
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 California 20 hours ago 
No one is saying they believe "we are the only intelligent beings in the universe" because they 
don't believe every flashing light in the sky they can't explain is one of those beings in a 
spaceship. Carl Sagan is only one among thousands of scientists who believed the universe 
was teeming with life, but who didn't find many UFO reports credible. Why do so many 
people have trouble thinking clearly on this subject? 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Highlander 
 Brooklyn 20 hours ago 
That's not the point. The point is that most scientists and people believe that life is out there. 
But their imagination ends when the idea that ET has reached us comes into the argument. 
That is the problem. They perceive interstellar traveling in terms of propulsion physics and 
currently held scientific limitations. From that perspective, they're stuck with the idea that 
interstellar journeys are impossible. This narrowmindeness presumes that our means of 
traveling must present the same limitations to any alien specie event if it's a million years our 
senior. That is the problem many, including mainstream science orthodoxy have when it 
comes to accepting the evidence that ETs are here. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

drkanner 
 Lincoln, MA 12 hours ago 
I rather suspect that people who believe we are (most likely) alone in the universe mostly do 
not believe in "an invisible man in the sky." I am pretty sure Scorpio69er doesn't. And I'd 
agree "we have only one another for company and comfort." I do wish we'd do a much better 
job on the "company and comfort" for fellow humans. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 
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 Orange County, CA 21 hours ago 
Acknowledgement of extra terrestrial life would rock the religious community to its' core. The 
Pentagon is playing it smart to have these programs kept under wraps. Our Christian Congress 
would go nuts if they found out tax dollars are being used to research Satan. National panic 
would set in and every evangelical will be speaking in tongues- perhaps ET will understand 
what the Christians are finally mumbling about so making contact with them would be a good 
thing.. 

• Reply 

  

• 25Recommend 

robert forte 
 nyc 20 hours ago 
It says in Genesis god created us. It doesn't say he never created anyone else. True Believers 
survived Darwin & they can survive lights in the sky. If you're deterined to believe 
something--god, ETs or whatever, you'll find a way. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

J. L. R. 
 NYC 20 hours ago 
The pope has conceded that there could be room for acknowledging other thinking beings in 
the universe should scientists discover their 
existence. https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/do-aliens-exist-pope-francis-tac... 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Hugh Wudathunket 
 Blue Heaven 20 hours ago 
More likely, the evangelicals would just make up another story about UFO's being a trick 
played by God to test people's faith in the biblical creation story, as they have done with 
geological evidence of prehistoric life and die-off epochs. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 
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shend 
 The Hub 21 hours ago 
Area 51 is in Nevada. Harry Reid was born and raised in Nevada. Harry Reid looks like ET. 
Need I say more? 
 
Oh, and Harry Reid has a billionaire friend that he was able to give 22 million dollars of our 
taxpayer money to. I just wish Harry and I were pals. 

• Reply 

  

• 85Recommend 

 
Wendy Fleet 
 Mountain View CA 21 hours ago 
Uhh, er, isn't 'science' curiosity, exploration, open-mindedness, discovery -- ever accompanied 
by keen, deft observation? 
 
Pre-declaring it 'bunk' is, well, more religiony, ain't it? 
 
I just wish they'd share every detail with us citizens. 

• Reply 

  

• 58Recommend 

Kevin Babcock 
 CA 20 hours ago 
Not really. For most it's about having a general idea of what makes sense. For example, if 
you're testing masses to find the gravitational constant of the universe, and your numbers and 
equations don't jibe with the accepted figure, chances are you messed up. 
 
It's good to have an open mind, but you need to temper it with plenty of skepticism. 
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J. Scott 
 earth 21 hours ago 
Tell Mulder, get Scully, the smoking man's got some questions to answer. 

• Reply 

  

• 7Recommend 

Joe Tripodi 
 Westport, CT 21 hours ago 
Fascinating coincidence that this comes at the same time as the new Star Wars movie. 

• Reply 

  

• 8Recommend 

John in California 
 California 20 hours ago 
Yeah, because Star Wars is all about UFOs... :-/ 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Maurice 
 North Carolina 20 hours ago 
Joe: That may well be the most rational explanation for this story yet. Great observation. 
Good job. M 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Psyfly John 
 san diego 21 hours ago 
Our latest national motto: Ignorance is bliss (until it isn't) 
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• 12Recommend 

Louie Maggiotto 
 Los Angeles 21 hours ago 
No scientific advance or political event of any kind would mean more to us than the discovery 
of life intelligent beyond Earth. It would cause a major realignment of all religions and 
governments. This is, of course, why it would be suppressed by those in power. It's about time 
a serious newspaper put some resources into this kind of story. More, please! And by the way, 
what the heck is that that thing in the first video??? 

• Reply 

  

• 49Recommend 

HWMNBN 
 Albuquerque 14 hours ago 
"It would cause a major realignment of all religions and governments." --> Same question I 
put to some of the "rare earthers" above; you know this how? LDS theology expressly 
recognizes the possibility of aliens (possibly explaining why Sen. Reid was open-minded 
about this); Catholic and Islamic scholars have definitely thought about it. My guess is most 
religions would reconcile themselves to the discovery of intelligent life relatively quickly, just 
as they did to Copernicus. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Benny 
 Atlanta 21 hours ago 
Wow, a secret contract for Reid's friend, millions of dollars wasted on a complete 
boondoggle. This is why people vote Republican. 

• Reply 

  

• 9Recommend 

TL 
 CT 21 hours ago 
So Harry Reid shoveled millions of government dollars to Robert Bigelow for a controversial 
program. I wonder if Bigelow was a donor to Harry Reid? Perhaps the answer is on 
OpenSecrets.org. I am not sure if the real story is about UFO's or the corruption of Harry 
Reid. 
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• 10Recommend 

Highlander 
 Brooklyn 20 hours ago 
The real story depends on what your own suspicious tendencies dictate. But before you reach 
out for this cynical connection between Reid and Bigelow, how about paying some attention 
to the evidence associated with the subject of Ufos well beyond Reid and Bigelow. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

 
Dawn 
 Oklahoma 21 hours ago 
Kudos to the New York Times...I must say I am impressed that you've tackled this issue in a 
professional manner, without a hint of "giggle-factor".  
 
I must also say that, as much as I dislike Harry Reid, I have to give him mad props for being 
public about his interest in this subject, and willingness to investigate. He could not have 
picked a better company to award the contract to than Bigelow Aerospace. Mr. Bigelow has 
been looking into unknown aerial phenomenon for decades now. His team NIDS (National 
Institutes Discovery Science) dug deep for answers to the ongoing bizarre events in Utah. The 
team allowed it's scientists and investigators to collaborate with a journalist to publish a lot of 
that work. Kudos to them for being so open--as much as they could. 
 
While I don't like the "tin-foil hat" attitude of many, I have to acknowledge that, any group 
that can effect the performance and readiness of our nuclear programs is a potential threat to 
us. An attitude of caution does seem to be in order here. They seem to be able to out-perform 
our aircraft at will, as well. It behooves us to know what it is we're dealing with, not just as a 
nation, but as a species. 
 
Again, thank you New York Times. 

• Reply 

  

• 70Recommend 

betty durso 
 philly area 20 hours ago 
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If they can affect our weapons, they can affect other countries' too. Maybe they've come to 
save us from ourselves. 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

jls 
 Arizona 21 hours ago 
I've always had fun as entertainment with UFO phenomenon since I was a kid, and believe 
some intelligent beings have to be out there somewhere. I've regardless always chocked up 
any news as conspiracy theories by imaginative individuals seeing every pebble on mars as 
cannonballs. I've never taken any of it seriously. I must say though, having NYT actually 
publish something like this made my stomach sink for a second. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

 
James Brown 
 San Diego 21 hours ago 
Not Again. NO NO NO 
Just when you thought it was OK to come out of the cave and see the real world again - this 
comes up. 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

 
WillyD 
 Little Ferry 21 hours ago 
Seems kind of kooky at first glance, but pilots do report odd encounters in the air and we (the 
U.S.) do have some strange black-program (including drones and remotely piloted) aircraft 
already. What if China or Russia should have the same?  
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Forewarned is forearmed. 

• Reply 

  

• 8Recommend 

John in California 
 California 20 hours ago 
I asked an air traffic controller at San Francisco Int'l Airport once how many UFO reports 
they get and they said the average is two per month. By commercial airline pilots. Bird strikes 
are more rare. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

David 
 NC 21 hours ago 
It's interesting how when one is spotted on google maps, google goes back and blurs it out, 
here is one not blurred out yet 66°16'23.91"S 100°59'3.02"E 
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• 4Recommend 

J Nice 
 Washington, D.C. 20 hours ago 
Are you talking about the rectangular thing that almost looks like a strip of film and when you 
zoom in it is reflecting a lot of light?? 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Nicole 
 Falls Church 20 hours ago 
Well, that's interesting! Seems to be a large disk sticking out of the ground? Use the 3D 
feature to get a sense of proportion. 

• Reply 
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• Recommend 

Gilin HK 
 New York 21 hours ago 
22 million, you say. Leave it to Harry. Wonderful to have something fun for the season. 
Where did Stevens and Inouye go when they died? Did they turn over their passports? Is one 
of them secretly Santa?!! Has Virginia been told about this...Yes, Virginia... 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

William 
 Phoenix 21 hours ago 
My wife and I both saw what is being called the Phoenix Lights. We stood in our backyard in 
Central Phoenix and a huge, but silent aircraft moved right over us blocking out the stars and 
heading southeast of us toward Tucson. The sheer size and total silence gave us both pause 
and we were speechless. So people can say what they like be we know what we saw so unless 
the US has a space ship program of this type, it had to be a UFO. 

• Reply 

  

• 57Recommend 

Lance Wallace 
 Santa Rosa 18 hours ago 
A cloud would move silently and block out the stars. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

 
Name 
 Here 17 hours ago 
My bet is on a USAF stealth program. 

• Reply 
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• Recommend 

Barbyr 
 Northern Illinois 17 hours ago 
And yet, even though you had both still and movie cameras in your pockets, you didn't think 
to use them? Oh - this was before smart phones eh? A likely story. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

 
The Sceptic 
 USA 21 hours ago 
In the search for "Intelligent Life," it should be noted that all of the instruments are pointed 
away from earth! 

• Reply 

  

• 40Recommend 

RM 
 Winnipeg Canada 21 hours ago 
"Most of the money went to an aerospace research company run by a billionaire entrepreneur 
and longtime friend of Mr. Reid’s, Robert Bigelow ... " 
 
A longtime friend of Mr. Reid ... 
 
Is the word "boondoggle" appropriate here? 
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• 7Recommend 

CP 
 NJ 20 hours ago 
No. 
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• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

George S 
 New York, NY 21 hours ago 
While I think there is some merit in investigating these matters it doesn’t surprise me in the 
least that corrupt Harry Reid would hand such a prize to one of his billionaire buddies. Thank 
goodness he’s out of office and power! 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

Nicole 
 Falls Church 20 hours ago 
So you're OK with the current "administration" of corrupt criminals then? 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

George S 
 New York, NY 17 hours ago 
No but two wrongs don’t make a right or an honest man out of Reid! 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

GB 
 philadelphia, PA 21 hours ago 
Why isn't the most likely explanation "just" that these flying objects originate from a hostile 
foreign-but-earthly government? In which case it is appropriate for DoD to investigate them? 
 
It's a little arrogant for Americans to assume that any technology we can't understand MUST 
be produced by aliens. Humans are capable of inventing amazing things. Even non-American 
humans. 

• Reply 

  

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25248438
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25248438:25248589
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25248438:25249725
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25248353


240 
 

• 8Recommend 

Highlander 
 Brooklyn 17 hours ago 
I don't see the arrogance when it's confirmed not to belong to any other foreign powers who 
themselves experience similar occurrences. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

GB 
 philadelphia, PA 1 hour ago 
This article says "Mr. Elizondo said he and his government colleagues had determined that 
the phenomena they had studied did not seem to originate from any country. "  
 
I'm skeptical they can rule this out - unless they can determine they are not engineered at all. 
In which case, send this to NSF. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Harry Cleaver 
  
21 hours ago 
Given that it's not April 1st, and assuming the accuracy of the reporting, my guess is that 
research IS continuing, funded with more black money and hidden from view. With so much 
unexplained evidence, I find it inconceivable that it is simply being ignored. 
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• 3Recommend 

Jonathan 
 Portland 21 hours ago 
Interesting...the field picked up around the object is exactly what Nikola Tesla described for 
his idea of a flying craft generating a high intensity oscillating electromagnetic field. 
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• 8Recommend 
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Piper Rose 
 Oklahoma 21 hours ago 
I find it interesting that the people who believe in good and bad aliens make fun of people 
who believe in angels and demons. Captain Kirk and Spock were beamed-up, Jesus was 
"transfigured". The real time lord is not Dr. Who but rather the One to whom "one day is as a 
thousand years and a thousand years as one day." Ezekiel actually saw His tardis and called it 
a chariot. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

M. B. 
 USA 21 hours ago 
They’re here basically to make sure we get through this immature stage where we can easily 
exterminate ourselves. They don’t want to kill us because they clearly could have by now. 
What needs to happen is for all countries to openly cooperate and in view of the public, begin 
figuring out how to communicate with them. We need to evolve our science, our health as a 
species and reduce our suffering. They can help us improve ourselves. So let’s stop saying 
‘maybe UFOs are real’ and start saying ‘let’s communicate with them and improve 
ourselves’. The time has come. There is nothing to fear but our hesitation and continuing 
ignorance. 
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• 7Recommend 

 
Name 
 Here 18 hours ago 
Oh, hey, I've been sitting in my back yard on summer nights communicating with them with 
my mind via the neat bourbon linkage, and they still never come out to probe me, or improve 
me or whatever. 
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• Recommend 

Fourteen 
 Boston 21 hours ago 
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Some smart person said that it really didn't make any sense for there to be this impossibly vast 
universe with just us in it.  
 
Plus the Universe is 13.8 billion years old, while the Earth Is a mere 4.5.  
 
Seems reasonable that other life forms developed during that 13.8 minus 4.5 space and, if they 
survived, are far far in advance of us.  
 
Considering how technology has advanced exponentially over just the past 100 years, the 
possibilities after a billion years of progress are unimaginable. 
 
As J.B.S. Haldane, the great British enzymologist, said "Reality is not only stranger than we 
suppose, it may be stranger than we can suppose." 
 
The hard-headed and courageous secular rationalists, in spite of small-minded stigma, who 
study this phenomena all seem to agree that UFOs are real. So I have no problem with the 
possibility that UFOs are real and worthy of research funding.  
 
But humans are full of themselves and endemically stupid - we casually destroy the planet and 
stockpile nuclear weapons and elect a Trump - so if UFOs are real they'd certainly be justified 
in squashing us like a bug. 
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• 27Recommend 

bloggersvilleusa 
 earth 20 hours ago 
"...if UFOs are real they'd certainly be justified in squashing us like a bug." 
 
Why? 
 
Based on what standard of morality? 
 
And if it's okay for interventionist space aliens to squash us like a bug, then why would this 
not be at least equally justifiable to do for some earthly maniac like Kim Jong Un or Trump? 
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• 1Recommend 

Blackmamba 
 Il 21 hours ago 
There can be no science- science- exobiology or astrobiology or UFO's- without any physical-
mass or force evidence. Theory without reality is mythology, 
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The biological scientific definition of life as we know it aka carbon based on Earth past and 
present by evolutionary fit natural long with asexual and sexual selection has been constantly 
evolving. All swans were black until they were not. All life needed sunlight, warmth, water, 
"food", "air" and no radiation until it did not. What life is like as we do not know it is the 
ultimate unknown.  
 
Regarding any inquiry about the existence of extraterrestrial life forms of any kind-intelligent 
or not- there is the " Enrico Fermi Paradox" aka "Where are they?" and the "Frank Drake 
Equation" Who, what and when are they?". If we are alone that is as profound as knowing that 
we are not. 
 
"The universe is not only strange, it is even stranger than we can possibly imagine." "Any 
advanced alien technology will be indistinguishable to us from magic". 
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• 4Recommend 

 
Richard 
 Stateline, NV 17 hours ago 
B, 
 
You should Credit Arthur Clarke for your quote! That said you are correct! 
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• Recommend 

eliane speaks 
 wisconsin 21 hours ago 
And what is the relationship of these sightings and mirage phenomena, if any ? 
What do the investigators say about this possibility ? 
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• Recommend 

Ramon.Reiser 
 Myrtle Beach 21 hours ago 
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When you finally get a car full of people, after many years of trying, to discuss the hovering 
above their car and the engine repeatedly shutting off on I 20 thru Alabama, it sets you 
thinking. Several understated, not believing in paranormal not previously interested in UFO 
and only time you have seen their stress is when they finally opened up. 
 
My grandfather, a member of the Senate space committee and a primary legislator in the WW 
II House Military Affairs Committee, said public discussion seemed to do more harm than 
good but hoped the times would change.  
 
If there is nothing you currently can do about it but quietly study it, then quietly study it. 
 
Let us stop trolling and explore and get our technology up to designing our future and present. 
 
For instance the hurricanes and fires rebuilding could lead to a Buckminster Fuller approach 
to design science rather than building cheap imitations of old English housing. 
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• 9Recommend 

John 
 Port of Spain 21 hours ago 
Can we hire them to take out Kim's nuclear program? 
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• 2Recommend 

Robert U. 
 Charlotte 21 hours ago 
Fascinating story. I do agree with the first comment that the funding for this program would 
be better spent on already established fields like Astrophysics, Aeronautical engineering,and 
more, Forking over $22 million to a billionaire who could easily afford to spend that much 
himself seems misguided to me, if not bordering on outright theft.  
 
I am no astrophysicist or engineer but at the risk sounding foolish, I wonder if these UFOs 
could be using sorme form of the as yet unexplained theory of dark energy to power these 
vessels. That might explain the lack of emissions from a craft clearly using a method of high-
energy propulsion, if the reports of these pilots are to be believed... 
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• 8Recommend 
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Resiliente Thanksgiving a tardigrade 
 México City 21 hours ago 
I always thought that since the universe and time are infinite the chances we are alone were 
virtually zero. 
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• 5Recommend 

William 
 Mannyunk, PA 20 hours ago 
But the universe does not contain an infinite number of stars, nor does the time (of our 
universe) have an infinite past. 
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s einstein 
 Jerusalem 21 hours ago 
As efforts are made to delineate science fact,science fiction and science fantasy there is a need 
to also choose between an either/or, binary banal orientation to questioning and exploring, and 
a path underpinned by" and in addition, and in addition." Budgetary limitations may be used 
to constrain investigating the uncertainties and unpredictabilities and lack of total control in 
outcomes of our realities and our efforts in a range of areas. But they needn't limit our quests 
which are inherent in the questions that need to be asked in order to move from random data, 
to derived knowing, onto constructed understanding, if we are to achieve expanded and 
equitable well being for more and more people.Everywhere!It is necessary to consider, 
additionally, as we (re)search UFO's- who and whatever THEY may/can BE, that we cease 
being willfully blind, deaf and ignorant about the all-too-many people, and their legitimate, 
daily, needs, whose very "disappeared" existence is enabled by each of us. Both near and far. 
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• 1Recommend 

Richard A. Bucci 
 Binghamton, NY 21 hours ago 
Compelling story. There is also a sub-plot of interest. The money for the program went to a 
long-time friend of Reid's. 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25248384
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25248384:25248623
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25248296
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25248282


246 
 

• 9Recommend 

Blue Moon 
 Old Pueblo 21 hours ago 
Leslie Kean's UFO book is a good start for further reading. Also check out Nick Pope (UK) 
and Paul Hellyer (Canada) (high-ranking government officials). Other countries take UFOs 
more seriously, such as Japan. 
 
So many exoplanets discovered, with many probably supporting bacterial life. That is actual, 
contemporary astronomy. Why would there not be any sentient life forms out there as well? Is 
this some sort of setup -- we live in our own little Petri dish? Maybe we'll discover some 
answers -- or whatever comes after us (A.I.?) will do so? Gets one thinking about how 
primitive we really are. (We could mate with Neanderthals, you know.) 
 
Scientists are skeptical because there's no bonafide evidence -- fuzzy photos and videos don't 
cut it. Where are the artifacts -- parts of spaceships, alien DNA, or computer chips? Michio 
Kaku treats this topic seriously and has been ostracized for doing so by the scientific 
community. You only see debunking in the Skeptical Inquirer. But the members of the 
Editorial Board there must be wondering what's going on with all these other planets being 
found, don't you think? 
 
It is arrogant to think we will "find" aliens with SETI. If intelligent beings are out there, they 
have known about us for a long, long time. Blue-green algae gave us away billions of years 
ago. If we have telescopes able to detect primitive life on nearby worlds, don't you think they 
know about us? 
 
PS I am an astronomy PhD and have been PI on Hubble programs. 
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• 7Recommend 

Elizabeth 
 Kansas 21 hours ago 
I am for research and understanding...but the money we waste boggles the mind.  
 
We are so worried about "wasting" money on basic food, housing, education and healthcare, 
and then pour money into something of dubious benefit like this.  
 
Another example of our political system benefiting the few, while the many suffer. We must 
get back to a robust philosophy of the common good. 
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Fourteen 
 Boston 20 hours ago 
The federal budget is 3,800,000,000,000 so $22,000,000 is comparatively miniscule. If your 
budget were $50,000 the equivalent of $22,000,000 for you would be 29 cents. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

puzzler 
 Ann Arbor, MI 21 hours ago 
Watch the videos with the article again and ask yourself if it could be a bug/moth of some sort 
on a lens or within the optics. 
 
Interesting how they stay perfectly centered. Interesting how the object itself rotates. 
 
We get the videos but not the conclusions by trained analysts. 
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• 2Recommend 

Fourteen 
 Boston 20 hours ago 
That's a very sophisticated and very very expensive targeting radar camera. It automatically 
centers. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Barbara 
 SC 21 hours ago 
Certainly we may not be alone in the universe. My question is whether this is a proper field of 
study for the Pentagon as opposed to skilled scientists. 
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 Boston 20 hours ago 
The Pentagon has the money and plenty of skilled scientists as well as rooms of sighting from 
trained military pilots and there is a national security motivation. 
 
There are also private scientists studying this interesting phenomena but they are not well 
funded. 
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• 2Recommend 

 
Elliot Silberberg 
 Steamboat Springs, Colorado 21 hours ago 
I don’t think we’re alone either. Believing otherwise is the height of arrogance. Still, the way 
they hightailed it out of Dodge tells me we need to work on making ourselves more 
presentable. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Chris 
 Chicago 21 hours ago 
While I believe alien life in some form may exist elsewhere in the vast universe, there is 
absolutely no reason to jump to the conclusion that any UFO has anything to do with alien 
visitors. Unidentified Flying Objects are just simply that. Unidentified. Nothing more. Yet 
whether these "objects" are ultimately revealed to be stars, optical illusions, drones, spy crafts, 
some yet heretofore understood phenomenon, or simple mass hysteria they are still worth 
studying. We learn by studying. 
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• 1Recommend 

Anonymous 
 United States 21 hours ago 
If I had my name attached, I prodably wouldn't comment. Some of rhe UFO sightings and 
experiences are likely due to hallucinations or some form of mental illness. But as I was living 
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near Roswell, NM, I decided to look into it. Two things stick out in my mind. One, a high-
level military officer who wrote a book on the subject of the Roswell incident. Why expose 
yourself to ridicule unless what you saw is true? Second, the skies are so clear in the desert, 
away from cities, you don't need a UFO to be amazed. Even near cities I regularly saw lights 
traveling at high speeds make sudden right-angle turns. Often, during the day I'd hear planes I 
couldn't see. I put that down to Stealth fighters out of Alamogordo flying at high altitude. 
That's all. 
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• 1Recommend 

Alexander 
 Stois 21 hours ago 
Disclosure will solve many of the problems we are experiencing as a species. 
Thank you, NYT for taking a serious and hard look at the overwhelming evidence that we are 
not alone. 
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• 4Recommend 

 
SteveRR 
 CA 21 hours ago 
Yeah - 80 years of these stories around the world and not a single solitary physical artifact to 
show for it - a suspicious soul might postulate the lack of physical evidence of - well - a lack 
of any evidentiary proof that there is anything out there. 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

 
NorbiOrbisMundi 
 San Francisco 21 hours ago 
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If I had the chance to obtain $22m of the UFO program, I too would be convinced 100% 
aliens have visited Earth. Apparently, serious scientific investigators of unusual aerospace 
phenomenon had little chance to apply for that money. This is yet another example how in 
absence of scientific guidance personal beliefs of politician can lead to wasteful spending. We 
need more science and facts in government decisions. Unfortunately, exactly the opposite is 
currently happening big time under Trump. 

• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

James 
 Portland 21 hours ago 
Certainty, incorrigibility, and implausibility are the criteria of a delusional mind. Unless there 
is clear evidence - which has yet to be forthcoming - then it is a giant waste of money to 
pursue such a claim of visitors from outer space. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

globalnomad 
 Boise, ID 21 hours ago 
Scully: Those lights the driver saw may have been swamp gas. 
Mulder: Swamp gas? 
Scully: It's a natural phenomenon. Phosphine and methane rising from organic matter ignite, 
creating globes of blue flame. 
Mulder: Happens to me when I eat Dodger Dogs. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Someone 
 Somewhere 21 hours ago 
The following statement from the article bears an implication of critical importance to the 
human species: “A 2009 Pentagon briefing summary of the program prepared by its director 
at the time asserted that ‘what was considered science fiction is now science fact,’ and that the 
United States was incapable of defending itself against some of the technologies discovered.”  
 
If that’s true, it implies that these vistitors either have benign intentions, or are exogenously 
restricted from exercising malevolent intentions. Were this not the case, they would be able to 
wipe us out based on technological superiority. 
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• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

CWO3 USN RET 
 JACKSONVILLE FL 21 hours ago 
Harry Reid another republician in democratic clothing. Who would have thought it. But the 
democrats are always saying how they protect our tax dollars and the republicians waste our 
tax dollars. Or to look at it another way another politician pushing a pet project on the 
Defense Dept so as to be able to hide it's exsistance from the public. Both parties equally 
guilty. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Jeremiah Johnson 
 Washington DC 21 hours ago 
There are many classified and special access programs being run by the US Air Force, CIA, 
NRO and other USG Intelligence Agencies. While the numbers and probabilities assessed by 
the SETI program suggest the possibility of extraterrestrial life, the physics of space travel 
from what we currently understand make it difficult to comprehend how intelligent life has 
reached the Earth. It is certainly more likely that these sightings are the result of advanced 
technologies produced by the USG and its contractors using novel aerodynamics and 
propulsion systems. Just because a US Navy pilot cannot identify a flying object over the 
Pacific, does not mean it wasn’t produced on Earth. 

• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

syfredrick 
 Providence, RI 21 hours ago 
Thanks to the NYT for exposing this program. While I think that it's wasteful – on par with 
research into parapsychology, telekinesis, and demonic possession – it's a scant $22 million. It 
sounds like a lot, but it's no more than a member of the 1% spends on a party, and only 
0.037% of the Defense Budget. Maybe something worthwhile will come of it, but I'm pretty 
sure it won't be extraterrestrial. 
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dukesphere 
 san francisco 21 hours ago 
What the... is up with so many of these comments? This is the equivalent of ghost hunting at 
taxpayer expense. Really? Pentagon money in search for evidence to support fantasies about a 
specific cause? Can you say anti-science? Here in almost 2018 we have an administration that 
is doing whatever it can to undermine science and the very notion of objectivity, and now we 
learn of longstanding project. I for one am alarmed and sickened by absurd wastes of our 
taxpayer money, and the march of anti-science and its effects on our democracy, whatever the 
side of the aisle initiates and supports it. I supported Reid over the years, but now I'm glad 
he's gone. 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

Fourteen 
 Boston 17 hours ago 
You are opinionating without having done any any research. There are reams of hard data on 
UFOs from reputable observers going back years in every country. This is a phenomena that 
is widespread and puzzling and demands focused research. $22 Million is absolutely nothing 
for a government program. Compare it to the US military budget at $825 Billion or the $1,500 
Billion tax cut. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

 
OnABicycleBuiltForTwo 
 Tucson, AZ 21 hours ago 
I want to believe, but not enough evidence to go on yet. From the accounts of these highly 
trained and sober pilots and their video footage there's definitely something there to 
investigate, but might be better off for the credibility of its findings if it weren't funded solely 
on the belief in extraterrestrial beings. 
 
Our solar system is being currently being visited by presumably not the first interstellar 
asteroid. There are definitely good reasons to continue looking up, but it really would help the 
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credibility of the science behind it if they weren't so secretive about it. Top secret files breed 
suspicion, when it's probably just footage of a secret research aircraft and not face hugging 
xenomorphs. 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

Lynard 
 Illinois 21 hours ago 
What is most interesting in this article is the recognition that other technologically current 
countries–Belgium, France, England among others–have a relatively open pursuit of 
unraveling a mystery. It is much like the state of the world at the time Christopher Columbus 
set sail for India and ended up in America against fears of a flat world. No one in American 
science or academia, I mean absolutely no one, can approach the subject of UFOs with an 
open mind. The question in America has, through repeated mass media hype, not been 
whether UFOs are terrestrial or extraterrestrial phenomena, but whether it is even a 
phenomena. Talk about your flat worlders. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Guillermo Piedras 
 Salt Lake City, UT 21 hours ago 
The truth would terrify most Americans, who live and operate in a worldview constructed and 
bounded by militant secularism. This worldview denies and excludes any phenomena which 
cannot be explained or rationalized using the limited data sets offered up by our academic and 
press establishments. 

• Reply 

  

• 8Recommend 

Chris 
 La Jolla 21 hours ago 
Reid funneling money to a friend - and nobody calling this corruption? Or questioning why 
and what Reid got in return? I'm not sure he had a longtime interest in space; more like a long 
interest in money. 
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• 4Recommend 

e w 
 IL, elsewhere 21 hours ago 
The odds that alien lifeforms 1) are multicelled organisms intelligent enough to develop a way 
to travel here, 2) have chosen or stumbled upon our planet, given the size of our known 
universe, and 3) have visited our planet during the short time human life has existed--seem 
quite low. More likely that single-celled organisms exist somewhere, but we won't know in 
our lifetimes. But hey, creatures of our universe or any other, prove me wrong! 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

 
iceowl 
 Flagstaff, AZ 21 hours ago 
I have found objectionable the sheer arrogance of the establishment to follow a line of serious 
and open inquiry into this subject. To a thinking person it's no less objectionable than 
proliferation of the ideas that the earth is flat, man never walked on the moon, and that climate 
change is an hoax designed to impede American prosperity and obstruct religious freedom. 
These ideas are nonsense and simply refuted.  
 
Quite simply, there is a bald truth to the experience millions - not tens or hundreds - millions 
of us of credible academic and professional backgrounds - have had seeing objects of 
unknown origin gliding through our atmosphere. 
 
No conscious, serious person would jump to the conclusion we're visited by aliens on first 
blush - but the fact these things could present a military threat - much as is recognized by the 
military that Global Warming does, that the space race represented, and that as any military 
pilot requires knowledge of the curvature of the earth - that this phenomenon is existent in our 
reality and thus warrants serious investigation (what if these devices are controlled by North 
Korea, for instance).  
 
We are the only significant nation on earth who refuses to acknowledge this reality - and 
denial of fact might get you elected president, but it's not going to increase our knowledge of 
the very environment in which we breathe. 
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• 3Recommend 

Bill Alston 
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 New York 21 hours ago 
The risk and danger with topics that tempt emotional bias is the spread of an already fragile 
framework of perception and thought choices as loose associations and over-heated 
circumlocutions to other parts of life. Discussion, acknowledgement, and exploration of facts 
and explanations are laudable in proportion to intellectual discipline and a continuous – rather 
than discrete – approach to living in the world (when the aim is a universal good), meaning 
that our openness and reactions should be reasonable, sometimes regulated, and context-
evidenced-based; but the current administration has just forbidden the CDC to use the term 
“evidence-based."… Perhaps we have some investigating to do with our Unidentified 
Unreasonable Objects flying around our gov’t and common social ignorance. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

 
Bob Woods 
 Salem, OR 21 hours ago 
Many scientists around the world are currently investigating what potentially will be a 
revolution in physics: Non-rocket drives that use electricity to create directional thrust. 
 
NASA has funded one such research effort called the M.E.G.A. drive [http://ssi.org/today-at-
nasa-niac-2017/] based on theoretical research done by Dr. James Woodward and led by Dr. 
Heidi Fearn.  
 
Others have been experimenting with the EM Drive, a different approach the was initiated by 
Roger Shawyer. 
 
Nothing has been definitively proven, and science moves very slowly before accepting 
something so revolutionary. But the ongoing research by science has got us to where we are 
today.  
 
Maybe some day they will get us to tomorrow, and the stars. 
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• 3Recommend 

QED 
 NYC 21 hours ago 
In all likelihood, we are functionally alone. There is certainly life elsewhere in the universe, 
possibly event intelligent life, but the chances of us ever meeting it is vanishingly small. In 
any case, I would hope we never encounter a species that has master the ability to easily travel 
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between star and be able to detect us is vast distances. Were there a species like that, we 
would end up being food, pets, or slaves to it. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

 
Jay 
 Flyover, USA 21 hours ago 
There's a common tendency to jump to the conclusion that a UFO (unidentified flying object) 
is synonymous with extraterrestrial spacecraft. A UFO is an object that is unidentified -- and 
is seen in the air but in some cases might not be truly flying. I welcome investigation into 
these phenomena but caution it's a big leap from seeing something you can't ID and 
concluding that it is of ET origin. There may be atmospheric phenomena that we have yet to 
really understand. 
 
(Then again, as a friend suggests, maybe they're visitors from Earth's future!) 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Nightwood 
 MI 21 hours ago 
I do believe there may be actual flying saucers. I saw my first one in Dayton, OH. I and my 
kids were loading groceries into the car at a Gold Circle store in Kettering, Ohio when i 
glanced up and saw what appeared to be an actual flying saucer. It appeared to be flying low 
and going slow, and there was no sound. And it was not small. This happened in the 70's 
before my family and i moved to Michigan.  
 
A few years later in Michigan my daughter and i saw another one. It was higher and going 
fast. Just a very quick glimpse. Not as impressive as the one in Kettering, Ohio.  
 
I have not seen anymore. 
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• 5Recommend 

Paul Monson 
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 san Francisco 21 hours ago 
For those of you bothered by the spending of 22 million on this keep in mind we spend almost 
half a billion annually on military marching bands. This was money well spent in comparison. 

• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

Jeff P 
 Washington 21 hours ago 
I've no doubt that life exists elsewhere in the universe. To think otherwise would be to ignore 
science and simple observation. That the government should take steps to investigate any 
leads to other intelligence is a responsible reaction. However I vehemently object to the 
military being that government agency doing the investigation. Why assume that any visitors 
are hostile? It would be far better for us, as an inquisitive species, to relegate the task to 
scientists. NASA comes to mind but perhaps another altogether that has no military authority. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Susan 
 Huntington, NY 21 hours ago 
The scientific journey has always been one of discovering that the impossible is not only 
possible, but true. Gratitude is owed to the people who have dared to fund and lead this 
avenue of inquiry, regardless of the potential for ridicule. Fortunately, the history of science is 
also marked by people like Mr. Reid and Mr. Elizondo--and the Times, which brings the 
science-based endeavors of these men and those like them into the public light. 

• Reply 

  

• 7Recommend 

F. Ketchum 
 Moose Pass AK 21 hours ago 
The logical answer is that it’s ours. Which means of course that a technology that would be 
the next ‘leap for mankind’ is being used for the benefit of a very few elite.. 
And naturally, we paid for it. 
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Charles 
 is a trusted commenter Clifton, NJ 21 hours ago 
Aha! I just *knew* that they were out there. And leave it to a low-profile government group 
to investigate them. Seriously, though, there is nothing wrong in having a group investigate 
unresolved aerial incidents. But I can't go so far as Mr. Bigelow with confidence that there are 
extraterrestrial alien visitations to our planet. Although we might have one as president. 
 
Some of these weird incidents do have explanations. Years ago I awoke in the middle of the 
night to see from my bedroom window four glowing red blobs in a diamond formation flying 
across the sky. These were probably SR-71 "Blackbird" reconnaissance aircraft. The red glow 
came from the red oxygen spectral line as the aircraft "burned" oxygen at that altitude. Event 
explained. At the time it looked oddly curious. 
 
In general Sara Seager from MIT is correct; the world is complex and some events lack 
explanation. It makes it easier to attribute them to an intelligent extraterrestrial civilization.  
 
Our imaginations sometimes take control, engendering movies like the classic "It Came from 
Outer Space", which took place in the eerily remote Arizona desert for visual effect. A great 
place for extraterrestrial visitations. In that movie, the skeptics were proven wrong when the 
flying saucer launched spectacularly back to its origin. We haven't seen any of that activity, 
unless Mr. Elizondo knows more... or maybe those red blobs weren't SR-71s but really flying 
saucers? 
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• 10Recommend 

 
Name 
 Here 18 hours ago 
I saw an unexplained craft hovering and tracking slowly in front of me for many miles one 
evening. Years later I was able to observe the light reflecting from a certain set of above 
ground power lines along that route. It is amazing what people can talk themselves into on a 
dark night. Those sneaky "craft" are nowhere to be found during the day. 
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 is a trusted commenter Pittsburgh 21 hours ago 
We are probably not alone, but the chances that other sentient beings would happen upon our 
tiny speck of planet and just fly around for fun seems ridiculous and the height of human 
hubris. It's worth referencing "Flying Saucers A Modern Myth of Things Seen in the Sky" by 
Carl Yung for some perspective, from 9179. 
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• 14Recommend 

Kim Scholer 
 Copenhagen, Denmark 20 hours ago 
The year 9179 implies that time travel is involved. Unless it was intentional, you should 
correct it. 
 
Sincerely 
 
Kim Scholer 
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• 1Recommend 

 
Name 
 Here 17 hours ago 
Time travel, now is it? How did you get a book from 9179?  
 
:D 
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Shayladane 
 Canton, NY 22 hours ago 
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I can't believe we are alone in the universe, although one wonders why so many other 
civilizations seem interested in us. Perhaps life is rare and there is some galactic organization 
out there. Who knows?  
 
However, it is unrealistic to assume that most of the reported sightings are actually U.F.O.s. 
Indeed, only a very very very rare few are likely to be actual visitors from another planet, and 
I have never heard a credible source verifying even one extraterrestrial visitor. 

• Reply 

  

• 10Recommend 

J. Scott 
 earth 21 hours ago 
That would be because there is no E.T. The universe is much larger than we thought 25 years 
ago and the likelihood of humanity ever coming into contact with an extra-terrestrial sentient 
species is remote at best. Mankind may not like it but he is alone. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Roguewave1 
 Omn 20 hours ago 
We are on an interplanetary sightseeing tour and considered like what we think of a monkey 
cage. That explains the number of visits. 
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• 1Recommend 

Roger 
 los osos, california 22 hours ago 
What ever motivated the disclosure of military budgeting re: tracking ufo sightings, I say 
better safe than sorry. 
 
I'd be a skeptic except for the personal observations of multiple objects witnessed by a close 
relative, who at time, was serving in the USAF. His obs. were corroborated by other Air Force 
staff at the time. The observers were particularly interested in the objects making 90 degree 
turns a high speed, and then climbing out of sight at what would now be described as 
hypersonic speed. 
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• 57Recommend 

tml 
 cambridge ma 22 hours ago 
If we are so eager to go into space, (and have already sent notice of our existence) why 
wouldn't others come to visit ? I remain open-minded about these encounters, and more 
knowledge might even save us someday. 
That said, since Mr. Bigelow is a billionaire, and there are surely many other tech or science-
savvy billionaires, surely they can invest some of their millions as public service research, 
instead of costing taxpayer dollars ? 
$22 million divided by a handful would a drop in the bucket for them! Or is the prestige 
lacking for this type of endeavor? 

• Reply 

  

• 10Recommend 

Highlander 
 Brooklyn 17 hours ago 
Actually Bigelow has invested millions of his own money into the subject. But most would 
think him to be an eccentric billionaire nut waisting money on the subject if the Government 
was not involved. 
So the Reid connection rather legitimized the subject. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Bobnoir 
 West 22 hours ago 
There are many "objects" that are unidentified. To automatically assume they are from 
another galaxy and powered by extraterrestrial life forms is the most agregious leap of 
fantastical conclusions. 
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• 29Recommend 

NativeSon 
 Aus10 21 hours ago 
... or not. 
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• 4Recommend 

 
Scorpio69er 
 Hawaii 22 hours ago 
"aliens exist and that U.F.O.s have visited Earth" -- Oh, Jesus. 
 
There is not one shred of hard evidence that even a microbe exists anywhere other than right 
here on earth. The notion that, even if alien life exists somewhere else in the universe, such 
life would naturally build spaceships and flit across the cosmos to zip around planet earth is 
beyond ludicrous. This is the stuff of Hollywood imagination, which of course someone wants 
to spend millions of tax dollars "investigating". Will aliens also have pepperoni pizza? Hey, if 
they have spaceships and computers, would they not also have pizza? Perhaps a really good 
Italian restaurant? 
 
With the large number of telescopes constantly trained at the sky, combined with the 
thousands of satellites looking down at the earth, combined with the untold numbers of high 
definition cameras almost everyone has in their pocket, we have yet to get ONE decent 
picture of an "alien" spacecraft. They all look like blurry blobs. Yep, must be aliens! 
 
I recommend the book 'Rare Earth' by Donald Brownlee and Peter Ward. The fact is, we are 
most likely alone in the universe -- which is really the most profound thing to realize. We 
have only this fragile blue orb in the vastness of it all to live on. We have only one another for 
company and comfort. Wrap your head around that one, friends. 
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• 127Recommend 

globalnomad 
 Boise, ID 21 hours ago 
With billions of galaxies that the Hubble telescope can see, and trillions of earthlike planets 
no doubt in existence, you believe that we are alone in the entire universe? You can't possibly 
deduce anything of the sort. What we can deduce is that it's unlikely they could make their 
way here. 
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NativeSon 
 Aus10 21 hours ago 
That's what native Americans said about those so-called sightings of "white people" covered 
in armor made of a stage material... And those giant crafts that floated on water powered by 
the wind! 
 
Ludicrous! Balderdash! We are alone! 
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• 3Recommend 

imperato 
 NYC 20 hours ago 
Very much doubt that. Too many galaxies and stars in our observable universe. 
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• 3Recommend 

Mmm 
 Nyc 20 hours ago 
Strange comment: "The notion that, even if alien life exists somewhere else in the universe, 
such life would naturally build spaceships and flit across the cosmos to zip around planet 
earth is beyond ludicrous." 
 
Seems like exactly what humans would do, so can imagine that an intelligent alien species 
might have the same curiosities.  
 
You do know that most scientists believe there are on average several planets orbiting each 
and every star and there are 1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 stars in the universe. 
 
I think you need to open to the possibility that life is prolific in the universe. 
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• 5Recommend 

Fourteen 
 Boston 20 hours ago 
There is diverse life all over this planet, even thriving in superheated hydrothermal vents deep 
in the sea, so why not the unimaginably vast universe?  
 
There is the signature of water in giant molecular clouds between the stars, in disks of 
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material that represent newborn planetary systems, and in the atmospheres of giant planets 
orbiting other stars.  
 
Water is found in primitive bodies like comets and asteroids, and dwarf planets like Ceres. 
The atmospheres and interiors of the four giant planets -Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune - 
are thought to contain enormous quantities of water, and their moons and rings have 
substantial water ice. 
 
The five icy moons of Jupiter and Saturn that show strong evidence of oceans beneath their 
surfaces: Ganymede, Europa and Callisto at Jupiter, and Enceladus and Titan at Saturn. 
 
With water you have hydrogen and oxygen - and are on your way to life. Just need time to 
develop it and the Universe has an abundance of time. 

• Reply 

  

• 7Recommend 

Robert 
 New York 20 hours ago 
Scorpio69er, you make a great case for denigrating the assumption that unidentified flying 
objects must be alien spacecraft. However, you're not considering that many people are just 
trying to identify the objects, and not presume they are alien in origin. 
 
There are valid reasons to try and understand unidentified objects sighted by credible 
witnesses. Perhaps we'll better understand the limits of our senses or, just possibly, learn 
something new. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Jon 
 Washington 20 hours ago 
Telescopes would never be able to pick up anything as small as an artificial object unless the 
telescope operator knew exactly where to look. Satellites are not looking for spacecraft, unless 
that's exactly what they are built to do (which would only happen due to this program, 
meaning they would be rare). Your reasoning on why there must be no extraterrestrial 
artificial objects near earth is just as poor as those claiming the opposite, that such craft are 
definitely "out there". 
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• 2Recommend 
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R Mandl 
 Canoga Park CA 18 hours ago 
Thanks, Scorpio, for a breath of fresh air. There's no way that blob could be anything that 
actual humans made... 
 
My dad's a former aerospace physicist and CalTech student, and when people spout about 
aliens, he simply shows them numbers- the nature of space, its emptiness and 
incomprehensible distances, and the energy and time it would take to get something from 
outside our solar system (which extends waaayy beyond Pluto) to the earth. People who like 
to believe in fuzzy spaceship sightings would do well to read a little Einstein or Richard 
Feynman. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Name 
 Here 18 hours ago 
Like you, I believe it is ridiculous to think that with all the human resources probing our skies 
24-7-365, some bunch of cosmic rangers is playing hide and seek with us, and only since the 
1940s at that. Unlike you, I think it is statistically unlikely that our little bowl of soup is the 
only one that has ever grown critters in it. I bet there are billions of planets with life teeming 
away, texting their spouses, watching their Netflix, munching their popcorn, but they're never 
going to jump up and travel for thousands of generations and hundreds of light-years to buzz 
our skies and not stop in for a drink. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Barbyr 
 Northern Illinois 18 hours ago 
I was with you right up till you got to "We are alone in the universe." You realize, of course, 
how big the universe is? And you realize how many planets there are? But you can't imagine 
any other planets having the proper consistency temperature and materials to foster life? 
Please. The only reason we are "alone" is the vast distances involved. Neither humans nor any 
other beings will be able to propel vehicles at anything more than a small fraction of the speed 
of light, and any interstellar travel will remain forever and ever a dream. 
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• 2Recommend 

PatB 
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 Blue Bell 18 hours ago 
There are many serious scientists and mathematicians who would disagree with you. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

ritaina 
 Michigan 18 hours ago 
Spot on, Scorpio, except (in my opinion) one thing you wrote: "The fact is, we are most likely 
alone in the universe." -- I think it's most likely that we are NOT alone in the universe. 
Although the specific conditions are rare that made the phenomenon we call "life" possible on 
our planet, it seems probable, given the billions of other solar systems out there, that those 
conditions have existed elsewhere.  
 
And think about the tenacity of life once it does become established, and think about Earth's 
examples of adaptations that have evolved more than once -- flight and sight, for two. We 
have only one species that has evolved the advantageous kind of intelligence that can create 
technology, but if it happened here, it can happen elsewhere. Along your line of thinking, I 
think it is unlikely Earth has been visited by aliens. We're an unremarkable speck in an 
unimaginably gigantic universe. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Larry L 
 Dallas, TX 17 hours ago 
Read the following logical analysis before you decide what is 
true: https://waitbutwhy.com/2014/05/fermi-paradox.html 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

lou andrews 
 portland oregon 17 hours ago 
Oh Jesus, with your arrogance. For you to think that we are the only supposed beings with 
higher intelligence in this entire universe(some tens of billions of galaxies) with tens of 
billions of stars in each, is beyond arrogance, it's right wing religious fanaticism. I and a 
friend saw a "UFO" some 20 years ago just staring up into tthe sky on a cool, crisp and clear 
Oregon country night. Thousands of stars visible, yet while gazing up we saw , just like those 
2 pilots, a white object high up in the sky which at first glance could have be just another star. 
It zig zagged, across the sky covering who knows how many hundred miles in an instant. 
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Never have i or my friend ever seen such a thing before, yet, unexplained and yes, 
unidentified. With technology to dart over great distances in a flash, who knows what other 
advance tech a space race could have, far more advanced than anything anyone has here, even 
the Russians. Why would they fear us? If another country would have such tech, they no 
doubt would tell all adversaries about it, probably secretly, and therefore we would have to be 
bow down to their wishes- or else. I agree it's better money spent, even though a tiny amount 
compared to the hundreds of bilions in the defense budget. Abou that book by Peter Ward- 
avoid at all costs. Arrogant and closed minded if you ask me. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

The Alamo Kid 
 Alamo 17 hours ago 
Sorry to burst your 'we are all alone fragile blue orb' conviction -- but WE are already here. 
And we didn't come for your Italian pizza -- but for your Korean kim chee -- best within 
10,000 light years! 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Fred Reade 
 NYC 17 hours ago 
I don't believe you understand the math implications in your own statement: "The fact is, we 
are most likely alone in the universe" That is not the conclusion drawn by serious 
astrophysicists and mathematicians, which I guess you are not. You ought to look into the 
facts without a pre-existing narrative. Actually, that is pretty good advice for looking into 
anything.  
 
https://www.express.co.uk/news/weird/821889/UFO-aliens-Astrophysicist-Ne... 
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• 3Recommend 

David 
 NY 17 hours ago 
Plenty of clear pics of UFOs, check. Hundreds of trillions of planets in space, check. Loads of 
credible witnesses, check.  
 
You read Rare Earth, but then never did research on the other side. I challenge you to do that 
first and respond. 
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• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Thomas Zaslavsky 
 is a trusted commenter Binghamton, N.Y. 16 hours ago 
Scorpio, I calculate your share of the $22,000,000 as about $.07. And you begrudge that to 
investigate strange observations? There are plenty of serious waste programs in the federal 
government; just look to the Defense Department and the cost of the new fighter jet, of which 
your (and my) share is a few thousand dollars, which by itself could make a difference if used 
for, to name one, CHIP. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Anders Larsson 
 Paris 16 hours ago 
Noone knows for sure but most scientists seem to say that it actually is practically certain that 
there are aliens and equally certain they are as intelligent as us. 
 
This is not due to any material proof but rather probabilities. Until recently we did not know 
how common planets were around other stars. Now we know they exist around pretty much 
all stars. With many billions of stars it is certain that other places have reached similar levels 
as us. 
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• Recommend 

gaaah 
 NC 16 hours ago 
While I find it hard to believe we are "absolutely" alone in the universe, I do believe that we 
are "practically" alone in the universe. 
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• 2Recommend 

William 
 Memphis 15 hours ago 
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If you are really interested in the truth: 
 
1. Google and study: The Drake Equation 
2. Realise the astounding distances and travel times just to the nearest stars 
 
It is extremely unlikely we have ever been visited by aliens 
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Michael Chorost 
 Washington, D. C. 15 hours ago 
"Rare Earth" is a thoughtful book and well worth reading. However, new findings are already 
making some of its arguments dated. For example, Ward and Brownlee argue that only rocky 
planets with large moons could sustain complex life, because a planet without a large moon 
will wobble chaotically, denying the surface a stable climate in which complex life can 
evolve. A reasonable point! However, since then many Earth-sized planets have been 
discovered in close orbits around red dwarf stars. Such planets would be more likely to be 
tidally locked, which would have a similar effect of stabilizing their axes. To be sure, tidal 
locking itself could be a problem; but it doesn't need to be the 1:1 tidal locking that's 
commonly assumed, which would make half the planet too hot and the other half too cold. It 
could be a 3:2 tidal locking, in which the planet would still rotate (albeit slowly.) So there are 
other ways to get axial stabilization than having a large moon. For that and other reasons, the 
thesis of "Rare Earth" is becoming more and more dated. The universe may have many ways 
of sustaining complex life that are very different from what we see here on Earth. 
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• Recommend 

HWMNBN 
 Albuquerque 15 hours ago 
"The notion that, even if alien life exists somewhere else in the universe, such life would 
naturally build spaceships and flit across the cosmos to zip around planet earth is beyond 
ludicrous" --> Um, why? 
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• 2Recommend 

Moira 
 Ohio 14 hours ago 
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Nice try. I never gave UFO's a thought until I saw one on my way home from work late one 
summer night in 2003. It wasn't a "blob", it was hovering over the tree tops next to the rural 
road I was driving down, it was luminous - couldn't be missed in the black of a clear night. I 
couldn't believe what I was seeing, I was absolutely gobsmacked. It definitely was NOT a 
hoax. I wasn't on drugs or drunk, I wasn't sleep deprived either. I never thought about UFO's 
before, but I think about that one everyday. It changed the way I look at the world and life in 
general. Deny all you want, but you'll never convince anyone that has seen one up close that 
they don't exist. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Thomas Zaslavsky 
 is a trusted commenter Binghamton, N.Y. 14 hours ago 
That's assuming there is no unguessed physics. It should be a safe assumption; it's barely more 
than a century since X-rays and the parts of the atom were discovered, so we're not on 
schedule to discover new total unknowns for at least a billion years. 
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Thomas Zaslavsky 
 is a trusted commenter Binghamton, N.Y. 14 hours ago 
Wobbling planets, Batman! No, planets without large moons don't wobble. Evidence: Mars 
(not tidally locked to anything). 
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Thomas Zaslavsky 
 is a trusted commenter Binghamton, N.Y. 14 hours ago 
Interesting observation, Moira, but you only say it was an "Unidentified Flying Object". You 
seem to be identifying it as -- what? Please clarify. 
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• 1Recommend 

Magpie 
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 Formerly NYC, now the desert 13 hours ago 
The thing that always puzzles me when it comes to speculation about extraterrestrial life is the 
near-automatic assumption that whatever intelligent beings might exist out there must have 
convergently evolved to be uncannily similar to us...this in spite of having totally different 
ecosystems on totally different planets in totally different galaxies. 
 
To me, the belief that alien life forms would naturally be somewhat humanoid and just as 
interested in technology as we are sounds like it's probably some form of cognitive bias. 
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• 1Recommend 

EHR 
 Md 12 hours ago 
Well, okay, but based on the vastness of the cosmos and the known number of stars, 
star/planet combinations, the chances of one of those with life having the resources, desire, 
gumption and luck to find another one with life seem insurmountable. I think, as a planet, we 
are feeling lonely. Modern scientific revelations combined with anxiety about the future of 
our country and our planet have made us nostalgic for an all-knowing, all-seeing god who can 
come and fix our problems for us. I imagine the idea of a beneficent alien civilization 
watching over us will be quite comforting to many. Thus we should be vigilant to detect the 
possibility of wishful thinking on our part and manipulation on the part of those who control 
the flow of information and wish to control us, too. 
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EHR 
 Md 12 hours ago 
Yes, but, contrary to what is taught in rhyme to elementary students everywhere, the Taino, et 
al quickly realized that these were no aliens from another planet nor mythological creatures 
nor heroes come to save the day. They were just particularly greedy, rapacious and 
manipulative men who, while proclaiming their own goodness and the holiness of their 
enterprise, flung themselves into their murderous efforts to strip and conquer the continent 
aided by germs that devastated huge populations in advance of the sword and cross that were 
meant to finish the job. So...have we learned nothing as a civilization? Let's take a sober look 
at the evidence and not forget to also wonder who benefits from fantastical explanations and 
who loses. Also, the concept of a sail was not unknown in the pre-Columbian continent. 
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Cal Elson 
 California 1 hour ago 
We are far from alone, but advanced civilizations are few and far between. Perhaps faster than 
light spaceships are beyond anyone's technology and the best we can hope for are some 
interstellar radio calls with many years between replies. 

• Reply 
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Brian 
 Ross 1 hour ago 
Fact is: we don’t know. But the scale of the universe combined with how life flourishes in 
every nook and cranny on our own planet suggests that we are almost certainly not alone. The 
size and scale of the universe makes it so statistically unlikely that there is no life out there it 
almost borders on the impossible. 
 
We probably aren’t even alone in our solar system. Europa, Enceladus, and Titan are all 
moons that have the potential to harbor microscopic life. If we find life there, in our own 
galaxy, does our tune change then? 
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Scott 
 Cleveland, SC 29635 22 hours ago 
That looks like a fly or spider that got caught between the lens. Notice how it 
"moves" exactly in sync with the trajectory of the plane. And then it 
"rotates" - looks more as though the bug (or arachnid) is just crawling around. 
Pilot says there are a "Fleet" of them. Would be interesting to see 
where this flight originated from and time of year. As a pilot, I've had 
a number of critters hop a ride. Even Lindbergh had a fly go for a hop 
with him on the trans Atlantic flight. 
Why would an alien species (and there may be many of them) traverse the 
Universe at the very slow speed of light to look at a star in the very far 
outer reaches of a galaxy (any one of them) where we are located 
instead of looking near the center of the galaxy where there are a LOT more 
stars packed closer together with the probability of finding something 
interesting there a lot higher in a "smaller" volume of space? It would take 
them eons to get here unless believe things can go faster than light. In that 
case, please take a basic astrophysics course to see why that won't work. 
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• 6Recommend 

Tom 
 New Mexico 21 hours ago 
Yes but if you go to the original article the "spider" was originally picked up by radar and the 
pilots were directed to specific coordinates where the object was visualized. Bias and not 
investigating or considering the data plays both ways. No claim on my part that this was an 
extraterrestrial but the observation remains unexplained. 
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• 9Recommend 

jls 
 Arizona 20 hours ago 
Although I believe most UFO s are mostly fantasy, and the rest probably made by us 
(humans) and even probably our own government kept secret from these fighter pilots, this is 
a big galaxy and an even bigger universe. If us humans in scientifically accepted circles are 
excited in trying their hardest to find a single alien microbe, why wouldn't another 
technologically advanced species be excited to find another world where much more than that 
exists, especially if life might be super rare.  
 
The center of the galaxy is also known to be too inhospitable to life as we know it with too 
much radiation from other stars and the intense radiation that burps from our super massive 
black hole. 
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imperato 
 NYC 20 hours ago 
The closer you get,to the galactic center the more dangerous radiation there is. That would 
have a sterilizing effect on life as we know it. 
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Name 
 Here 13 hours ago 
Thank you; that is a very plausible explanation. 
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• Recommend 

 
Chaste 
 New England 22 hours ago 
The only possible way to effectively make this type of research a possibility in the current 
political climate would be to find a means of making a 'profit' from such research. 
 
It is sad when, in this country as opposed to others, basic scientific research is scoffed at (as 
well as health care, elder care, child care, etc.) while the other major industrial powers in the 
world look at this type of research as not only normal, but vital. 
 
What has the world come to... 

• Reply 

  

• 11Recommend 

carol goldstein 
 is a trusted commenter New York 22 hours ago 
One of the advantages of growing up in Dayton, Ohio, near Wright Field, was that my high 
school science club got a briefing on Project Blue Book from one of the Air Force officers 
running the project. He spent several hours describing their methods for identifying the 
earthly provenance of strange objects spotted in the sky. 
 
I'm agnostic about whether there are sentient aliens out there, but if there are my hope would 
be that we do not encounter them. Our tribal instincts cause enough troubles amongst our own 
species. 
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• 209Recommend 

OldPadre 
 Hendersonville NC 18 hours ago 
The issue may be defiining the phrase "sentient aliens." If we define that to mean an advanced 
civilization with potentially-threatening technologies, we might have cause for concern, since 
they're likely out there. If we broaden our definition of sentience more broadly, we might be 
astounded. Very simple organisms and, yes, plants interact with both their environment and 
each other. Is that sentience? The finding of suitable habitat on Europa and elsewhere might 
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be our door into thinking more broadly on the topic. We need to move beyond Little Green 
Men. 
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• 2Recommend 

David Lee 
 Riga, Latvia 22 hours ago 
Those are some crazy videos. The pilots seemed sincerely shocked by what they were seeing. 
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• 14Recommend 

Robert E. Olsen 
 Washington, DC 22 hours ago 
This sounds like proscribed private legislation to me. All of the funding benefited a single 
constituent of Sen. Reid. 
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• 157Recommend 

jaco 
 Nevada 21 hours ago 
And of course Mr. Reid himself. 
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Fourteen 
 Boston 20 hours ago 
No real big benefit. Most of the $22 million went into the local economy (as expenses), 
maybe a couple percent was left over as profit - nothing to a billionaire. 
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Jeff 
 Los Angeles 17 hours ago 
it benefits everyone if we find out the truth! 
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• 1Recommend 

 
Logan 
 Anderson 22 hours ago 
Coincidence that “The X-Files” returned to the air with new episodes in 2017, with season 11 
to come in a few weeks? I think not.  
 
#TheTruthIsOutThere #CallingMulderAndScully 
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• 9Recommend 

Karen Ann 
 San Diego 22 hours ago 
All that money could have paid for lots of military psychologists, psychiatrists and social 
workers who could be helping our veterans with post combat stress, addictions and prevent 
suicide. 
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Chris 
 La Jolla 21 hours ago 
Karen Ann, but then Senator Reid's friend wouldn't have got all the money. 
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HWMNBN 
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 Albuquerque 14 hours ago 
Or alternatively, "all that money" could have paid for a quarter of one of Trump's jaunts to 
Mar-a-Lago. Lookit, $22M is nothing in the scale of the US government, and we have an 
unknown that is the subject of a legitimate inquiry. Worst case scenario, 100% of these 
sightings are some kind of natural phenomenon or skunk works aircraft project. At least civil 
aviation becomes safer as a result. 
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• 1Recommend 

Magpie 
 Formerly NYC, now the desert 13 hours ago 
The VA was too busy spending the funds it received on expensive rock sculptures to decorate 
its facilities, so I don't know that giving them more money would have made a big difference. 
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G.Talbot 
 Lancaster, PA 22 hours ago 
Let’s start with the gov’t coming clean on ‘51 
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• 10Recommend 

dogpatch 
 Frozen Tundra, MN 20 hours ago 
They have 'come clean' on it. Groom Lake site where they test new and classified technology. 
Usually aircraft. They won't say much more because of security. 
 
One place I would love to see is the legendary 'Dyson's Dock'. Its said to be a portion of a 
hanger that is packed with planes that had been tested over the years at Groom Lake and 
haven't been declassified yet. They could include some of the earliest stealth concept planes, 
the rumored 'X-24C/FDL-5' spaceplane, and others. A few, like the Tacit Blue test plane, have 
been declassified and sent to museums but most aren't. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25248225:25250937
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trudy 
 Portland, Oregon 22 hours ago 
I'm guessing these aliens have increased their CO2 by more than 2 degrees C on their own 
planet, and have made the mistake of looking at ours for a place to colonize! No wonder that 
one sped off in such a hurry in the 2nd video!! They have no time to waste in finding 
intelligent life. 

• Reply 

  

• 130Recommend 

Piper Rose 
 Oklahoma 21 hours ago 
Did you know that plants thrive on CO2 and warmer temperatures? The planet has been 
warming back up after the last big volcanic eruptions a few decades ago and greening up 
according to satellite photos. We like green, don't we? 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Billy Bob Gascan 
 Wyoming 21 hours ago 
"They have no time to waste in finding intelligent life." 
 
They won't find it here. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

Rosebud 
 West Bridgewater 20 hours ago 
Intelligent life? Must be referring to bees and ants. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

trudy 
 Portland, Oregon 18 hours ago 
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Piper, Check this out. 
https://www.newscientist.com/article/dn11655-climate-myths-higher-co2-le... 
 
Wheat is already becoming harder to grow, with drier and warmer climates increasing. It 
takes a lot more factors than just CO2 to contribute to plant growth and sustain ecological 
balance. Green would be good if it were that simple to sustain over the longer haul. Many 
scientists report that the CO2 "capture" capacity has already been reached. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

chris mccabe 
 NJ 22 hours ago 
Absolutely fascinating and I applaud the NYTimes for being open enough to writing about 
this (which has so often been relegated to "tinfoil hat wearing conspiracy wingnuts"). Se we 
have everything we seem to need to realize that there is at least *something* worth diverting 
more than 22 million to investigate - who among us (and when) will step up and ask for this? 

• Reply 

  

• 64Recommend 

MLP 
 Pittsburgh 22 hours ago 
Say what you will about the program, it's better than spending money on finding new and 
more efficient ways of killing people. 

• Reply 

  

• 649Recommend 

Fourteen 
 Boston 20 hours ago 
That's a knee-jerk reaction. The billionaire was motivated and geared up to properly study this 
phenomena. If he received the entire $22 million budget (very doubtful) that would be close 
to nothing for a billionaire with extensive assets ($1000 million). More likely, since this is a 
strong personal interest, he donated personal funds to do the job right. Note also, if he did 
receive the entire $22 million, just about all went to expenses (funding the local economy) 
and only a drop would be left over as profit - mere pocket change to a billionaire. 

• Reply 

  

https://www.newscientist.com/article/dn11655-climate-myths-higher-co2-levels-will-boost-plant-growth-and-food-production/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25248215
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25248236
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html#permid=25248236:25248439


280 
 

• Recommend 

Fourteen 
 Boston 20 hours ago 
That comment was not meant for MLP but for Kaushik Ghose below. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Victor Lacca 
 Ann Arbor, MI 14 hours ago 
Money poorly spent, is money poorly spent. 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

Someone 
 Somewhere 22 hours ago 
So that’s it then. Disclosure has occurred. 

• Reply 

  

• 18Recommend 

Rad 
 Brooklyn 22 hours ago 
Ok, personally I believe that we’re definitely not the only living beings in the universe 
who’ve figured out space travel. And, the idea that we have been visited by aliens is not that 
far fetched. The universe is ancient and out solar system is a toddler in it. The odds are high 
that there are other species way more scientifically advanced, no doubt, and that makes this 
story exciting. However, I worry that The trump administration will use this as a big 
distraction for their repugnant behavior! Stay alert people! 

• Reply 

  

• 18Recommend 

Kelley Trezise 
 Sierra Vista AZ 20 hours ago 
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Remarkable how some people can post something that at first makes good sense but at the end 
insist on stepping directly into a big pile of goo. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Kaushik Ghose 
 Boston 22 hours ago 
"By 2009, Mr. Reid decided that the program had made such extraordinary discoveries that he 
argued for heightened security to protect it." Translation: "I don't want nosy people in the 
press from writing how I funneled millions of tax-payer dollars into my good buddy's 
company." 

• Reply 

  

• 283Recommend 

Dawn 
 Oklahoma 21 hours ago 
As much as I detest Mr. Reid, I must give him mad props for this undertaking. He could not 
have picked a better company to award this to--Mr. Bigelow has been investigating unknown 
aerial phenomenon for decades. While Bigelow's investigations had a guarded relationship 
with the press while investigations were ongoing, they did publish a lot of the things they 
investigated, without revealing "state secrets". He also willingly allowed the collaboration of 
NIDS (National Institutes Discovery Science) scientists and investigators with journalists, to 
publish books and videos on the weird things they had looked into. Fascinating stuff, and I for 
one am grateful for their willingness to be open about it. 

• Reply 

  

• 12Recommend 

Observer 
  
20 hours ago 
Yes my buddy is already a billionaire but he needs that huge $22 million from the US govt to 
finance his pocket change and me Harry Reid to jeopardize my standing to support my good 
buddy's funny hobby. 

• Reply 
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• 2Recommend 

PierreS 
 San Diego, CA 18 hours ago 
If those were truly legitimate findings, you would want more publicity, so that you could get 
public support for additional funding. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Name 
 Here 17 hours ago 
Translation: We still didn't find anything we couldn't explain, and most of the explanations 
are that other black programs by us and other countries are filling the skies with crazy 
experiments we also don't want anyone to know we're wasting taxpayer money for. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Bill 
 NY 17 hours ago 
U.F.O. - Unidentified Financial Obligation 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

 
Edward Snowden 
 Russia 15 hours ago 
According to the Inspector General of the U.S. Department of Defense—many trillions of 
U.S. dollars, in the Department’s periodic financial reports, are not documented. Where this 
money goes, no one knows. It is spent, but the payers are unidentified. 
 
I read one study that claims that 25 percent of every dollar given to them is totally off the 
books. 

• Reply 
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• 6Recommend 

John L 
 Edmonds WA 14 hours ago 
If Mr Reid was doing something so 'bad' the other political party would have had Faux news 
tear it apart. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

NYT Pick 
TomF 
 Chicago 22 hours ago 

It is very gratifying to see The New York Times take a sober look at this phenomenon, and 
US government efforts to understand it, without the "giggle factor" that usually accompanies 
the establishment media's treatment of UFO issues. I appreciate your serious reporting effort. 
 
Raw intelligence substantiating the UFO phenomenon has been piling up for decades, and 
various agencies have been quietly grappling with it all the while. But the topic's been mostly 
consigned to fringe media and dismissed by orthodox opinion-makers. If stories like this one 
encourage "mainstreaming" of the issue, it would be superb news for the many of us who 
study the objective data, wonder what's going on here, but hesitate to say so in public. 
Congratulations. 

• Reply 

  

• 796Recommend 

Blue Moon 
 Old Pueblo 20 hours ago 

TomF: 
Sentient ETs may be out there -- or not. If they are, they have known about us for a very long 
time and are apparently leaving us alone. Our real problem is the development of AI. Within a 
few hundred years, we will be wiped out by "aliens" of our own making. Any intelligent life 
forms in outer space don't seem to care. (Any creatures out there more intelligent than us are 
positively far more advanced than we are, and if *we* have telescopes capable of detecting 
life on nearby worlds, imagine what they have.) 
 
Humans are just not designed to last much longer. So it really all comes out in the wash. 

• Reply 
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• 7Recommend 

Mark Thomason 
 is a trusted commenter Clawson, MI 18 hours ago 

Blue Moon -- Just as likely those ARE AI, their AI, waiting to contact our AI when it is born. 
We are the monkeys, the AI is what they've been waiting for. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

Dave Kerr 
 Pennsylvania 17 hours ago 

I am eagerly awaiting the Times' next serious report on Yeti and Sasquatch. 
Mainstreaming should not be reserved solely for imaginary, intergalactic visitors. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Blue Moon 
 Old Pueblo 12 hours ago 

Mark Thomason: 
Leslie Kean (author here) wrote her UFO book (2010), she spent something like a decade 
researching it and was a reporter for the Boston Globe; Nick Pope comments in here and gets 
around 20 "thumbs up"; I was a NASA astronomer studying in this area (with observing time 
on Hubble and many of the largest ground-based telescopes in the world, programs approved 
by peer review) and no one seems to like my comments (but I write some generic comment 
about the 2016 election and it gets 1000 hits); it's all pretty funny, actually. It is interesting 
that the NYT seems to be taking this seriously, suddenly. I do think about 99% of UFO types 
are delusional, but there's something there with the other 1%. John Podesta wrote the forward 
to the Kean book and was in charge of Hillary's campaign -- make of that what you will. 
 
Anyway, I very much doubt their AI will care about our AI -- it will be too primitive. I 
wouldn't read much into us or our progeny. There's nothing special about us in this time or in 
this place -- except to us. And that includes thinking we are "special" because we are 
developing primitive technology and can "find" ETs with our SETI. It's only important to one 
set of life forms -- that would be us. We're bacteria in a Petri dish to anyone else, even if we 
don't want to think about it that way. 

• Reply 
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• 2Recommend 

Mark Thomason 
 is a trusted commenter Clawson, MI 6 hours ago 

Blue Moon -- I agree. In fact I doubt it is as high as 1%, and we might well agree on a much 
smaller but non-zero number. 
 
Humans show great interest in human origins, and will no doubt be fascinated by anything 
they can learn about other origins of other life elsewhere. I was attributing the interest of AI in 
an example of the first emergence of another AI as a similar interest in primitive origins. That 
may be an undue projection, but there is a case to be made for it. 
 
Either way, we are agreed they are not likely to be all that interested in humans for our 
supposed higher qualities. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Argyle Heights 
 Brooklyn 22 hours ago 
Reading between the lines, DIA's primary responsibility in the USA is to protect military 
facilities. Perhaps UFOs sighted above/near some sensitive sites raised concerns. 

• Reply 

  

• 10Recommend 

Jesse Marioneaux 
 Port Neches, TX 22 hours ago 
Wasting more tax paying dollars in the Pentagon once again. We never learn I have said cut 
the money off from the Pentagon they have been wasting trillions on foolishness while the US 
has crumbled from within. 

• Reply 

  

• 6Recommend 

 
Chaste 
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 New England 21 hours ago 
Yes indeed. Let's spend 109 million (a tad more than 22 million) on the Secret Service and 
FBI paying to rent golf carts at Donald Trumps courses and hotels. There is a truly wise 
investment. 

• Reply 

  

• 9Recommend 

Gwen 
 Trenton, NJ 22 hours ago 
I'm all for science, but maybe Congress could use the money to fund CHIPs now instead. 

• Reply 

  

• 139Recommend 

NativeSon 
 Aus10 20 hours ago 
The government can do both. Maybe end oil subsidies or agri-business subsidies... 

• Reply 

  

• 9Recommend 

bklynmario 
 nj 17 hours ago 
FUNDING FOR SPACE? EARTH FIRST! CHIPS Children's Mad Care Program! 
marip 

• Reply 

  

• Recommend 

White Buffalo 
 SE PA 1 hour ago 
I have a much better idea. Why don't we demand that the Republicans ditch their obscene tax 
giveaway to Trump and friends and the Republicans now serving in Congress, reallocate $22 
million for this worthwhile research and fund CHIP? 

• Reply 
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• 1Recommend 

Jean 
 NC 22 hours ago 
I generally do not believe in alien aircraft, nevertheless i saw something odd and 
unidentifiable in the sky above the mountains of Western North Carolina twenty years ago 
that I will never forget. 
I am glad there is more UFO research in the works. 

• Reply 

  

• 39Recommend 

Jeri 
 San Jose, CA 20 hours ago 
Me too. It sent a chill through me and I wrote it down, then told all my family. I worked for a 
defense contractor at the time and told one of the scientists what I'd seen. I don't know what 
he really thought but he got a strange look on his face and said he couldn't explain it. That's 
not proof of anything; it just keeps the question out there. 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

Alvin Peak 
 California 20 hours ago 
I saw a cigar shaped white object in the seventies, have no idea what it was. 
It was somewhere between Elko Nevada and Winnemucca, about 300' off the ground moving 
very slowly. No sound at all, then it was as if it was instantly catapulted at an extremely high 
rate of speed, gone in almost an instant. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

 
EricR 
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 Tucson 18 hours ago 
There has long been speculation that the pyramids and other ancient structures, built in some 
alignment with various cosmic phenomena, were artifacts of alien cultures. It's said that 40% 
of us believe that aliens walk among us. Tommy Lee Jones and Will Smith aside, I think it's 
as likely as not. Naturally the Pentagon thinks along the lines of "Independence Day", maybe 
with a touch of "Mars Attacks" thrown in. Personally I think ETs are right to be very cautious 
about revealing themselves, we're not naturally inclined to be hospitable to them. I don't think 
they'd waste resources by sending Klaatu and Gort to police us, I'd wager they'd figure the 
best way to serve mankind was medium rare. We need to be careful with this, lest Alex Jones 
gets ahold and runs with it. 
I've long suspected my ex-wife was from some cold distant planet, and I'd have bet her lawyer 
was for sure, until I realized they were Lucifer's sister and cousin respectively. That said, my 
daughter turned out to be an angel, so I guess it's a wash. 
I think the most likely scenario is found in "The Blob" buffered by a strong dose of 
"Forbidden Planet". Let's keep in mind the existential questions raised by "2001". And think 
about this: nobody is allowed to see what takes off or lands atop Trump Tower in NYC. 
Remember, there's no place left to hide from them, Patrick Stewart or William Shatner have 
already been there. When you do meet one, simply say "live long and prosper" and offer them 
the use of your phone. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

Jean 
 NC 17 hours ago 
The same for me. it was close in and silent, I had a dawning feeling of unreality -that this was 
something very unusual, then it suddenly and rapidly accelerated to a great height. 

• Reply 

  

• 2Recommend 

Girish Kotwal 
 Louisville, KY 22 hours ago 
This program started long before Trump took office needs to investigated and eliminated if 
nonessential or not worthwhile. 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 

jls 
 Arizona 20 hours ago 
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A program like this isn't necessarily about aliens, it's more about defense assessment. I'll get a 
little hypothetical here: Think going back to WWII and the cold war. There was an insane 
amount of technological advancement during that era for each country to technologically 
outpace each other. UFOs were a moniker designated mostly for those encounters. It's slowed 
down a bit, but UFO s are going to exist and are likely man made, and we need to assess that 
to understand our own defense capabilities, or the likelihood we are getting outpaced. Even if 
they are made by the U.S. itself, there is good reason to buzz by our own pilots to see how we, 
or another country's trained pilots will approach the situation, and the capabilities of us to 
interact with that threat.  
 
Considering that there is a worldly purpose for the need of this program, it comes with the 
added bonus to be prepared on the off chance it isn't man made. NASA has programs in 
development right now to encounter an asteroid strike, even though the probabilities are low, 
but being caught with your pants down in a situation like that could mean the difference 
between deaths of millions or a large rock harmlessly floating by. 

• Reply 

  

• 4Recommend 

mike2276 
 Groveland, Ca. 22 hours ago 
We, in our vast interstellar travel experience as a species- don't have a clue about what comes 
& goes, freely- from our planet. Anyone who has seen these objects move through the sky 
understands that we are just like the apes in Kubrick's 2001 Space Odyssey- our brains and 
science cannot (yet) grasp the forces powering- and capabilities of- these devices... we are 
afraid because it means we are not in control. Hawking may have been right in his dark 
predictions of alien intention, but hopefully not! 

• Reply 

  

• 19Recommend 

yungthought 
 brooklyn 22 hours ago 
I'm excited to see these comments. *grabs popcorn* 
 
But no, we are not alone in the universe. The absence of evidence is not the evidence of 
absence 

• Reply 

  

• 217Recommend 
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Frank 
 Tennessee 16 hours ago 
if an absent evidence fell in the woods-would you hear it? 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

John Xavier III 
 Manhattan 32 minutes ago 
Yungthought: No it's not, but it's also not evidence of presence. 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

willw 
 CT 22 hours ago 
I would like to know how it is the object observed is so out of focus in the DoD supplied 
video. Operator error? I don't buy it. No officer observing would take more than a few 
seconds to focus properly. No, I think this is more akin to redaction where written material is 
blacked out for security or other reasons. 

• Reply 

  

• 18Recommend 

Fourteen 
 Boston 20 hours ago 
You think a pilot flying a hair-trigger jet actually focuses his multi-million dollar camera by 
hand? When your iphone does it automatically? 

• Reply 

  

• 3Recommend 
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August West 
 Midwest 22 hours ago 
This is, absolutely, corrupt. $22 million in an apparent no-bid contract to a crony of a 
powerful senator to fiddle around with flying saucers? No excuse. This nearly out-Trumps 
Trump. 

• Reply 

  

• 21Recommend 

 
Tucson Geologist 
 Tucson 22 hours ago 
If anyone ever gets a piece of one of these things it might be possible to rule out an origin in 
our solar system by determining the isotopic composition of the materials. 

• Reply 

  

• 8Recommend 

Jfiddle 
 Coos Bay OR 21 hours ago 
^ This!!! 

• Reply 

  

• 1Recommend 

 
Jon Austin 
 Minneapolis 22 hours ago 
I am 100% fine with the government spending money for this purpose. This is one of the 
reasons we have a government in my opinion: To investigate the unusual and the inexplicable 
in order to understand what it means for our present and our future. 
 
Similarly, the ONE Trump initiative I can think of off the top of my head that I support is the 
rededication to the idea of human space exploration. I believe the exploration of the frontier is 
also a worthy expenditure for the public good. Unfortunately, I suspect that - like nearly all of 
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Mr. Trump's rhetoric - this too is an empty, hollow promise. 
 
Onward! 

• Reply 

  

• 75Recommend 

Gerry 
 St. Petersburg Florida 21 hours ago 
You are trusting Trump to initiate flights to the moon and Mars?  
 
Trump doesn't even know that Israel is in the middle east. 

• Reply 

  

• 5Recommend 

 
Rima Regas 
 is a trusted commenter Southern California 22 hours ago 
It would be rather arrogant for us humans to think that we are alone in this, or any other 
galaxy.  
 
That said, why fund a secret program, and not increase what NASA and various academic 
research programs receive? 
 
I've always found our attitudes of derision quite off, given the high level of interest we 
collectively have in science and science fiction.  
 
We are probably not alone.  
 
--- 
 
www.rimaregas.com 

• Reply 

  

• 236Recommend 

james ili 
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 hampton va. 21 hours ago 
Interest in the technology used to allow humans to go strait thru glass windows and walls 
during abductions and returned is some type of field technology and baffles and dazzles 
investigators still today ! 
These people are targeted for abduction over and over again and the next generation of 
children till they mature and there children are being tested also on and on many generations ? 
Some wrongly assumed it is because there extra-dimensional beings but it is technology akin 
to magic as we do not understand how high technology works at all and we have no concepts 
to help us ! 
The beings who created the grays also created many other beings to train and teach for there 
agenda ! 
DNA and breeding of beings it appears they are experts with this technology also, we may 
have not seen the master race doing this for thousands of years as written accounts and other 
evidence is piled high ! 
This semi-dimensional field allows them to create many support bases under ground and 
under the oceans . 
Long ago 4000 years it was written these beings lived 1000 years old. 
There expertise has allowed them to live much longer and more technology ! 
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imperato 
 NYC 20 hours ago 
Yes, but why visit an insignificant rock in space. 
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Name 
 Here 18 hours ago 
I am, based on statistics, convinced that we are not alone in the universe, but I am also 
convinced by the vastness of space that we are like frogs, breeding for generations in puddles 
miles apart. We will not encounter those other beings, ever, although we may be able to 
exchange communications. Most of the phenomena seen will have an earthly explanation; 
others will remain unexplained. Space is just so much larger and so much harder to get around 
than Star Trek describes. 
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NYT Pick 
Dave 
 Canada 18 hours ago 

Do we want them to visit?  
 
The universe must team with life, intelligent life is another thing.  
 
This rock took 3-4 billion years to go from microbes to us. There where a lot of setbacks on 
the road to us. Probably a dozen or so global extinction events. Huge swings in the 
composition of the atmosphere. Huge swings in climates. A few space rocks. A number of ice 
ages. Several periods of intense volcanism, etc, etc.  
 
We have only had the telescope for for 4 centuries. Before that we could resolve almost 
nothing of the universe but distant specks of light. About 6000 of them. What the where and 
how far they where was only figured out in the past 100 years or less. In the same time we 
have figured out that there are literally billions of galaxies each containing billions of suns. Of 
the suns close to us we have only recently seen indications of planets and it seems that for 
every 4 stars that have planets one in four have planets at the same sweet spot from their sun 
that could mean they have water.  
 
It goes without saying their are microbes on some of these planets. The lottery of going from 
microbes to intelligent life has started. Our lottery ran almost 4 billion years. Theirs might run 
2 billion years or 5 billion years. The chance that they exist in our time frame is remote, 
remoter still by the fact that the distances are so great. Light years.  
 
The odds are high, given time, if we look we might find an artifact of some other life form. 
Face to face? Not likely. 
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ExhaustedFightingForJusticeEveryDay 
 In America 32 minutes ago 

Logic and research convinces me that life, in many forms, and certainly intelligent life, exist 
in our solar system, and many systems in our universe (or even multiverse). If we can evolve 
in less than half a million years from primates, even after several episodes of extinction (like 
the one that killed of the dinosaurs)...those planets, in more stable environments with a Sun 
that can glow for billions of years without expanding or shrinking, and without internal 
conflicts like wars and climate disasters, might have had far longer time to evolve...They 
might be a million or a billion years ahead. We would look like cockroaches and/or cavemen 
to them. Exoplanet research, SETI, etc. would be able to do great research if we had fewer 
wars, less military spending for wars and weapons and less secrecy... 
 
That's what I am saying! 
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Richard 
 Stateline, NV 17 hours ago 
Rima, 
 
For once we agree on something! The universe is unimaginably large. We have only just 
examined a tiny bit of it, finding much that was “unimaginable” to our “best minds”. Planets 
for example once thought rare are as common as dirt. Water the basis of our sort of life, also 
once thought rare is turning up in places we never expected to find it, as are the possibility of 
oceans on other bodies within our solar system. 
 
While none of this speaks to whether we are unique it does suggest that “life” is common and 
even possibility related. I say “possibly related” because we just identified out our first likely 
“interstellar visitor” within mere months after bringing the capability to identify such visitors 
online. 
 
The fact that that “visitor” seems very much like a “space probe” pretending to be a “rock” ( 
and doing an excellent job of pretending to be a rock) except for its totally novel shape only 
adds to the suspicions of those who believe that we have been “visited before”! 
 
Should our government examine claims of “visitors”? Absolutely! Is it ingrained into the 
nature of “governments” to suppress news that don’t understand?Absolutely again! Is it 
possible to “understand” the motives of any “visitors” in advance? Not in the slightest, 
“aliens” will be unimaginable alien! 
 
The fact that such a revelation would have a profound effect on us may speak to why we have 
hints but no definite proof of “visitors” dating back many centuries as well as spanning many 
cultures. 
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Rima Regas 
 is a trusted commenter Southern California 17 hours ago 
Dave, 
 
We have only been shown one encounter from an official source. We don't really have 
sufficient information with which to determine odds of anything, going in any direction. 
 
If we take this video at face value and interpret it to be an alien craft, manned or not, we still 
don't have enough information with which to determine the odds we will or won't come face 
to face with other species from other planets. It is likelier than not, in my uninformed opinion, 
that we eventually will. The further we get ahead in discoveries. The more we learn about 
physics and the instant we find a way around the constraints placed on travel, our chances of 
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breaking out of what we know will grow exponentially. 
 
Whether we survive our current political and economic greed to get to that point, is another 
matter. Humankind, I hope, will survive and continue on a path of growth and enlightenment. 
Sooner, rather than later, that growth will have to include colonizing other planets. I hope that, 
by then, we will be a far more civil and far less dystopian society. It would be a truly terrible 
thing to start life on other worlds based on our current culture. 
 
--- 
 
www.rimaregas.com 
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Colin Gershon 
 Portland, OR 14 hours ago 
The chances of a face to face interaction might remote but a visit from an AI-enhanced drone 
from another planet doesn't seem too far-fetched. I would actually be surprised if our planet 
doesn't launch some sort of AI drone into space in the next 100-200 years 
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• 4Recommend 

Victor Lacca 
 Ann Arbor, MI 14 hours ago 
See, here's the thing. 
The technology of any ET is going to be so beyond us that there is no reason to play peek-a-
boo. Either they would contact us or control us or not be so inept as to be seen. 
Spend the money on poor, sick children please. 
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PeterVermont 
 Norwich, Vermont 14 hours ago 
We now know that most stars have multiple planets which means there are hundreds of 
billions of planets just in this galaxy. 
 
While 4.5 billion years is a long time, the universe is thought to have existed for at least 13 
billion years so the idea that of those hundreds of billions some of them achieved intelligence 

http://www.rimaregas.com/
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long ago seems a near certainty. 
 
People make the mistake of thinking that aliens would need to overlap our civilization but it is 
clear that we ourselves are starting to explore around us using long lived robots. Assuming 
our civilization continues for several more decades, we are likely to send out self-replicating 
artificially intelligent probes that will have the capability to replicate multiple copies at each 
solar system. Each new probe will then do the same such that exponential growth will enable 
our robot descendants to explore the entire galaxy just within a couple of dozen million years 
or less. Each solar system could be filled with long lived machines that repair or birth new 
copies as needed so that they can watch each solar system eternally. 
 
Given the videos shown in the article it is likely that just such type of probes exist in this solar 
system, likely from multiple different stars. This could explain the variety of types and effects 
UFO reports show -- they are not all the same. 
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DGF 
 SC 13 hours ago 
OK, Dave from Canada. How utterly prosaic and typically Canadian. No offense/offence 
intended ... I love Canadians. Truly.  
 
But I'm going to have to do a "Mrs. Enid" on you here, and protest that to talk of 
"probabilities" in this particular vein is going a little too far. "Too speculative it is" (as one 
might say) that notwithstanding the great and incontestable probability that there is intelligent 
life out there (and bunches of it), that notwithstanding that, our current mis-understanding of 
physics must needs place in doubt that none of those millions (billions?) of advanced cultures 
have the wherewithal and the more-or-less vague interest to pop over to this little corner of 
the universe (... or perhaps I should say this little corner of *this* universe).  
 
I fully expect that as with most things, Douglas Adams got it right on the whole, and that's 
good enough for me. 
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Rima Regas 
 is a trusted commenter Southern California 12 hours ago 
DGF, 
 
"The answer to the ultimate question of life, the universe and everything is 42." 
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Rky 
 Planet Rock 12 hours ago 
I’ll let you estimate the number of intelligent civilisations that could have developed since the 
first star systems formed billions of years ago; but isn’t it a bit presumptuous to assume that 
any of those that existed billions of years ago could not exist today?  
 
Not to mention that given an intelligent lifeforms ability to ensure their survival, what type of 
the technical advancements could be made over that time scale? 
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Larry Milask 
 Falls Church, VA 12 hours ago 
An excellent summary. We are talking about the joint probability of extremely rare events. Of 
course, that probability becomes one if the event occurs. Beware of what you wish for :) 
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indisk 
 fringe 1 hour ago 
It's naive to assume that intelligent life in other galaxies would not have technology to 
traverse intergalactic space at the speed of light. 
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Clayton Marlow 
 Exeter, NH 1 hour ago 
Quantum physics my friend. They may be very close. There is more to time and space than is 
contained in our current philosophies. 
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• Recommend 

Widdermaker 
 Where I Am 1 hour ago 
True. But if “they” can traverse space time, then time starts to become meaningless. In such a 
universe, life could not only exist everywhere, but “everywhen.” Particularly intelligent life. 
This universe is almost incomprehensible. 
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