National Edition
st Turning (o
& Higns upper 208
A bit of snow in
h nt.
rtsSund e B.

EQEZw gmmc BACK

wacmm : cm
5 Jayels = .
s i mnc:o:‘:v s |
ZM%:N__J_QE& to Code mo_MMia&m o m:,\.im
4 ‘ :,mfmaw omﬁm:w\,:m
_z_;z ofRe
ON -
G ot

_::”:m, P fadie
2 w_ fied 0!

aking
ple for

by M

gress, the
< eligit

powerful fo .
the status quo- Ki
life. New

| returnedto .
| up beside them A ple far few
individual tax brackets prefere

T

five, and finally eight-
s eroips, sion asthe 0BG ks amerit

for real estate agents, Were able i
to preserve many benefits tar- 0
geted for elimination.

whose breaks were actually

an
to jus

teres

ght the Ch:
oor and

a luxurious pool-

O:@ ZO&.@ rﬁ@/\/\@— m..Om. a mwcgm W@m@ﬁamﬁ Wil formed an eclectic, if 1esS 5
powerful, bunch: bicycle com- ez
SEC LR B Ry e e o Thuters, gamblers, workers ﬁ, ﬂc::#
[ Tﬁmrmzm > . whose companies give them free ¥
usterity at : =113 food. i TheREDL
| y Eosmu WE& m—ums Ing Z—:—OSW >—U~.0an | What emerged on Friday, int tinkering WLl
| By NICHOLAS KULISH | the final product agreed to by trenched in the *
and MICHAEL FORSYT to Crown Prince Mohammed Jmount of success, thathe s di- | Republican members of a House- they have become
EC = to the Saudi throne and the ¢ that he’s a reformer, atleast a social Senate conference Committee, all but name-.
: ES e ce behind a series of bold policies trans mer, and that he's not corrupt,” said was a bill that layers new tax \ 1t suggests a lim!
ior hing Saudi Arabia and shaking up the  Bruce 0. Ried former C.LA. analyst and complexities upon businesses | eral .mc.<n§_:m2 wil
Middle East. authior. “And this is asevere blOW 0 that im- Jarge and small, and which deliv- subsidize ownership,
he 2015 purchase appears to be one of  age” | ersalarger share of benefits to | Continued on Page 2
several extravagant acdus ons — includ- e story of Chateau Louis X1V, a8 pieced corporations and the rich than t0 il
ing a $500 million yacht and a $450 mi togethel through int views and docu- the middle class.
e iio da yinelipaintilgise DY 2 DOSCE SHIEHIS by The New York Times, unfoldslike Tt sets all tax relief for individ- | pERSONAL TAXES The standard
who is leading a sweeping crackdown on g financial whodunit, featuring a lawyer 11 uals to expire in eight years, | deduction. increases, but state and
corruption and_self-enrichment by the ihe Grand Duchy of Luxembourg and a while making deep and perma- | Jocal tax breaks suffer. PAGE20
{oh from the Mediterra- hent cuts to the corporate tax, \
rate. It limits one key. penefit for | WINNERS AND LOSERS Some
yers am 1icer

x states, taxpa

h SV
gift than others. PAGE 22

SO lite and preaching fiscal austeHity at. g
2 S rity at  fixer for the Very

ued ¢

A Rallying Cry ora Racial Taunt
Invoking the President: “Trump!’

Tribe Fights Big Pharmacies

)

1gon Unit
o= .
[ried to Know | ..

By DAN BARRY and JOHN ELIGON

The higl school basketball  that threaten it. That term is, Sim-
squad from Eagle Grove, popula- ply, the surname of the siting
tion 3,700, had traveled 60 miles American president.
up Highway 69 in Towa to play the “As Trump would say,

team from Forest City, population where they came from,
4100. It would be the Eagles 1S said.

against the Indians, a hardwood «well, some would say that,
competition in the center of the yeah,” Ms. Kusserow-Smidt said.
country. For some people, thisis Some days 1 feel \ike that, to0.
American as it gets. Last year's contentious presi-

At one point during the online dential election gave oxygen ©
streaming of the game Jastmonth, hate. An analysis of ER.L crime
two white announcers for a Forest databy the Center ot the Study of
City radio station, KIOW, began Hate & Extremism at California
riffing on the Hispanic names of  State University, San Bernarding,
players from the mildly  founda28 percent

S\ increaseinbias
incidents in the Jast quarter of
2006

ruptured by  Chorok 3 __ the heart of the election
Y :.. rokee Nation's tribal court d Orin Harris, a longtime an- season — compared Wwith the
The Cherokee suit argues that | nouncer, his partnex; Holly Jane Same period the previous year
the pharmacy chaihs Walmart, | Kusserow-Smidt, a board opera- The \rend has continued into 2017,
Walgreens and CVS Health, as | tor at the Statiol swos also o With thelatest partial data for the
/..,: an the glant drug tributors | third-grade F,wynﬁ%vw:wﬁé_d; nation’s five most populons chies
McKesson, Cardinal Health and “Exactly” showing a 12 percent ncrease
AmerisonrceBergen, flouted fed: yor some people, this is as  additon, anti-Musim
deugemonttoring laws and al- | American as it gets episodes have pearly doubled
Jng to Brian

{ption oploids (o pour Mr. Harris then uitered a term since 2014, accordt
Levin, the diredtor of the center,

go back
Mr. Har-

or of Locust Grove, Okla., with a foster child who
the Cherokee
on its terrtory. s
s Y. | more diverse community of Eagle
Grove. “They're all foreigner

Cassie Wal
was born addicted to opioids. Ir

bree, ade- N
Oth-cen Nation is suing in tribal court over

an unusual cas

now he

eral

1 8 foce | fircos t oy A
; é . Cherokee tetritory al | oecasionally used these dayg asa
\ «t rates i the | racially charged taunt, o as a which he said has a counted
gritig 2 ek neglect, ME Werm: | braying assertionihatihe coutitry  Tore “pga rallies” by White 1ae
> o7 g Cont 2 t& boing taken back from forces Con ge
SEAY BUBING 38 PO NOAY SUNRDAY RENIEW
Amy Sullivan Tac

The Energy of Wyoming Rehind Bars, & Beautiful Game

o & st B iy, @ HORGON

faes Esdic prisons

eshigs et

sheil © ) ol MW Y 'l i s ,

it 34 e Pt

e




ik 1 “;E,I{,,“;ip T ueationg from
Fhe Thines, Pentagon oflicials this
mionth aelnowledged  the et
ence ol the program, which began
ag part ol the Defense Intelligence
Apeney. Officials insisted that the
clfort had ended alter five years,
in 2012.

“It was determined that there
were other, higher priority issues
that merited funding, and it was in
the best interest of the DoD to
make  a change” a Pentagon

b, whoni he dechined (o name

LG s lnve Beon repeatedly in
vertignlod over the decades in the
United States, including by the
American military. In 1947, the Air
Force began a series of studies
that investigated more than 12,000
claimed U.F.O. sightings before it
was officially ended in 1969. The
project, which included a study
code-named Project Blue Book,
started in 1952, concluded that
most sightings involved stars,
clouds, conventional aircraft or

Tenrned that they wanted togtnet n
rarenrch program on UO.s, M
Retd then summoned Mr. Stevens
and Mr. Inouye to a secure room in
the Capitol.

“I had talked to John Glenn a
number of years before,” Mr. Reid
said, referring to the astronaut
and former senator from Ohio,
who died in 2016. Mr. Glenn, Mr.
Reid said, had told him he thought
that the federal government
should be looking seriously into
U.FO.s, and should be talking to

sild, My Stevens recounted belng
tadled by a strange aireralt with no
known origin, which he said had
followed his plane for miles.
None of the three senators
wanted a public debate on the
Senate floor about the funding for
the program, Mr. Reid said. “This
was so-called black money,” he
said. “Stevens knows about it, In-
ouye knows about it. But that was
it, and that’s how we wanted it.”
Mr. Reid was referring to the Pen-
tagon budget for classified pro-

people who said they had experd
enced physical effects from en-
counters with the objects and ex-
amined them for any physiolog-
ical changes. In addition, re-
searchers spoke to military
service members who had re-
ported sightings of strange air-
craft.

“We’re sort of in the position of
what would happen if you gave
Leonardo da Vinci a garage-door
opener;” said Harold E. Puthoff, an
engineer who has conducted re-

not geem Lo originate from any
country. “That fact is not some-
thing any government or institu-
tion should classify in order to
keep secret from the people,” he
said.

For his part, Mr. Reid said he did
not know where the objects had
come from. “If anyone says they
have the answers now, they’re
fooling themselves,” he said. “We
do not know.”

But, he said, “we have to start
someplace.”

2 Aifmen and an Object That ‘Accelerated Like Nothing I've Ever Seen’

The following recounts an
incident in 2004 that advocates of
research into U.F.0.s have said is
the kind of event worthy of more
investigation, and that was stud-
ied by a Pentagon program that
investigated U.F.0.s. Experts
caution that earthly explanations
often exist for such incidents, and
that not knowing the explanation
does not mean that the event has
interstellar origins.

Cmdr. David Fravor and Lt.
Cmdr. Jim Slaight were on a
routine training mission 100
miles out into the Pacific when
the radio in each of their F/A-18F
Super Hornets crackled: An
operations officer aboard the
U.S.S. Princeton, a Navy cruiser,
wanted to know if they were
carrying weapons.

“Two CATM-9s,” Commander
Fravor replied, referring to
dummy missiles that could not
be fired. He had not been expect-
ing any hostile exchanges off the
coast of San Diego that Novem-
ber afternoon in 2004.

Commander Fravor, in a recent
interview with The New York
Times, recalled what happened

next. Some of it is captured in a
video made public by officials
with a Pentagon program that
investigated U.F.O.s.

“Well, we’ve got a real-world
vector for you,” the radio opera-
tor said, according to Command-
er Fravor. For two weeks, the
operator said, the Princeton had
been tracking mysterious air-
craft. The objects appeared sud-
denly at 80,000 feet, and then
hurtled toward the sea, eventu-
ally stopping at 20,000 feet and
hovering. Then they either
dropped out of radar range or
shot straight back up.

The radio operator instructed
Commander Fravor and Com-
mander Slaight, who has given a
similar account, to investigate.

The two fighter planes headed
toward the objects. The Prince-
ton alerted them as they closed
in, but when they arrived at
“merge plot” with the object —
naval aviation parlance for being
so close that the Princeton could
not tell which were the objects
and which were the fighter jets
— neither Commander Fravor
nor Commander Slaight could
see anything at first. There was
nothing on their radars, either.

M. SCOTT BRAUER FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

David Fravor at home in Windham, N.H. As a Navy pilot, he in-

vestigated mysterious aircraft.

Then, Commander Fravor
looked down to the sea. It was
calm that day, but the waves
were breaking over something
that was just below the surface.
Whatever it was, it was big
enough to cause the sea to churn.

Hovering 50 feet above the
churn was an aircraft of some
kind — whitish — that was
around 40 feet long and oval in
shape. The craft was jumping
around erratically, staying over
the wave disturbance but not

moving in any specific direction,
Commander Fravor said. The
disturbance looked like frothy
waves and foam, as if the water
were boiling.

Commander Fravor began a
circular descent to get a closer
look, but as he got nearer the
object began ascending toward
him. It was almost as if it were
coming to meet him halfway, he
said. ‘

Commander Fravor aban-
doned his slow circular descent
and headed straight for the ob-
ject.

But then the object peeled
away. “It accelerated like nothing
I’'ve ever seen,” he said in the
interview. He was, he said,
“pretty weirded out.”

The two fighter jets then con-
ferred with the operations officer
on the Princeton and were told to
head to a rendezvous point 60
miles away, called the cap point,
in aviation parlance.

They were en route and clos-
ing in when the Princeton ra-
dioed again. Radar had again
picked up the strange aircraft.

“Sir, you won’t believe it,” the
radio operator said, “but that

thing is at your cap point.”

“We were at least 40 miles
away, and in less than a minute
this thing was already at our cap
point,” Commander Fravor, who
has since retired from the Navy,
said in the interview.

By the time the two fighter jets
arrived at the rendezvous point,
the object had disappeared.

The fighter jets returned to the
Nimitz, where everyone on the
ship had learned of Commander
Fravor’s encounter and was
making fun of him.

Commander Fravor’s superi-
ors did not investigate further
and he went on with his career,
deploying to the Persian Gulf to
provide air support to ground
troops during the Iraq war. But
he does remember what he said

‘that evening to a fellow pilot who

asked him what he thought he
had seen.

“I have no idea what I saw,”
Commander Fravor replied to
the pilot. “It had no plumes,
wings or rotors and outran our
F-18s.” ;

But, he added, “I want to fly
one.” — HELENE COOPER, LESLIE
KEAN AND RALPH BLUMENTHAL
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