December 14, 1947

Tosz Dre J. 0. Brew
From: Herboert W. Dick

Subject: Statement of facts concerning the respective
clalmas of Dick and Hurt for the excavatlion
of Bat Cave.

My first interest in studying the Plains of San
Augustin was Initiated when I made & aurvey trip betwesn
Heserve, New Mexico and Socorro, New Mexico during the
spring of 1940.

My interest was aroused a Second time during the
summer of 1946, when I cpogased the Plains of Ban Augustin
on a minor survey and did a short concentrated survey on
Apache Creek neer Aragon, New Mexico.

In the early fall or 1946, after arriving at Harvard,
1l asked Dr. Kipk Bryan if he knew of any archaeclogical
work having been done in the Plaine of San Augustin and 1if
he knew enything mbout Bat Cave, which 1s a prominent land-
mark in the area mnd appears on all maps dating from aarly
surveys. He stated that he had been through the srea and
that detailled gecloplienl work coneerning the old lake basin
of San Augustin had been carried on by William F. Powers,
and published on by him in 1939. This publication in-
¢luded references to Bat Cave. In 1941 Fowers published
an artlele with a detailed description of the formation
of Bat Cave and a photograph of the ecave.

Dr. Bryan urged me to undertake a survey of the Plalns
of San Augustin the next summer (1947) 1f it were possibla.
This T planned to do after my excavation of a eave in the
Manzano Mountains.

I consulted Dr. Brew on this matter and he thought it
would be worth looking into if it did not confliect with
another party in that area. He suggested that if anothenr
party were active in the area I should undertake another
problem 1n m different reglon.

Shortly before I left for the West for the aummer /
Dr. Brew informed me that Mr, Wesley R. Hurt, Jr. of the.
University of Chlcago had @howed him some
archaeological materisl from @ Plain: of San Augustin.
At this point I considered abandoning further presearch
in the Plains of San Aupustin but reserved definite decislon
until finding out if actlve research was being carrled on.



In June I began an excavation of Reiche's Cave in
the Manzano Mts., which was completed by the end of that
month. I then returned teo Albucuerque.

During my stay in Albuquerque, obtaining supplies and
meking repairs on the mobile equipment, I mentioned to =
friend, Mr. Daniel M. MeKnight, that I planned to aurvey
the Plaine of San Augustin. He told me that he had taken
Hurt as & companion on a two-day trip to that area in
December, 1946. On that trip he had located a blow=-out
slte and visited Bat Cave, and both he and Hurt had pleksd
up artifacts at both locations. Mr. McKnight further
stated that he definitely had no interests 1n the aresa,
éxcept a2 an interested layman; that Hurt was interested
in the one blow-out site that they had found and not in
Bat Cave; and that so far as he (McKnight) was concerned,
the area was open to anyone. He urged me to carry out
my trlp aa planned.

McEnight, who was running s custard shop at that time,
gave our party detailed inatructions on how to reach Bat
Cave. He also stated that he had picked up a large number
of arrow back-shafts (on which designs were incised and
palnted) on the surface in the cave, as well as a sandal,
aome beads, etc. He stated that he had used most of the
arrow back-shafts for kindling wood in the fireplmce at
his home. He presented me with the remaining material and
a photographic negative of some stone artifacts from the
open site. (It seems incongruous that thé- materisl from
the cave was not given to Hurt, if his interest in the cave

was as gruat as he haas led me to believe in the attached
lﬂttﬂ‘r "

McKnight also said that in Fabrvary, 1947 he had made
& second trip to the Plains of San Augustin, on which he
was accompanied by the following people:t A. E. Dittert,
#. F. McConnell, R. F. Arnold, L. M. Pierson, and R. Drake,
all of the University of New Mexlico. A blow-out slite and
Bat Cave were visited by this group.

Before entering the Flaina of San Augustin T located
these people, who were working on greatly dlvergent problems
throughout the Southwest. I later travelled to thelr re=-
spectlive camps and questioned each as= to whether he intended
to work in the Plains of San Augustin or to excavate Eat
Cave. ZEach stated that he was not interested and that he
knew of no one else who was. All were gled to zee me under-
take the job as they thought it would prove to be an important
one. All of them had artifacts from the arem which they
g€ledly gave me. McConnell and Dittert gave me their material
in July. In August, Drake contributed photogrephs of the
February trip. (Drake, a'shell expert, alsc asked if he
could study eny shell material T might obtain. I acreed
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to this and he is doing so at this writing.) Flerson
sent me his material from the Flains ¢f San Augustin
last month (November 2%, 1947).

I wish to point out that the tripa conducted by
McKnight were not sclentific in neture, In that artifacts
found by esch indlvidual were added to his own personal
collection ant the materis)l was scattered about in such
a manner as to make the intention of a sclentific study
by any one man improbeble. It seems strange that Hurt
made no sttempt to contect these people nor to gather the

material to complete the archaecloglcal plcture of the
ET'@EA «

tur party proceeded to the Plains of San Augustin on
July 1, 1947. ¥e went immediately to the "Y¥Y" Ranch, owned
by the Hubbell Cattle Company, where I asked Mr. James L.
Hubbell, president of that company, if any amrcheecloglsat
had been in the area in the past year. Be stated that he
had seen several strange cerz on his land but they had
'never stopped to see him. 1 asked his permlssion to run
exploratory trenches in Bat Cave and explained my plans in
‘detail. Fe readily granted this permission and we estab-
lished a camp at the foot of the eave and began trenching.
Ne spent two weeks carefully contouring, mapping, and
trenching the cave, and surveying the area immedlately
around the cave. The trenching proved significant and the
results were batter than we had hoped for. The projectlles
from the lowest levels were similar to those collected by
the aforementioned people from a blow-out site west of the
cave and across the old lske basin from it. Until that
time none of the materisl collected in the cave ltself
had given any indicstion thet it micht have been occupled
by Early Mane.

e returned to Albuguerque and I gave McKnight a
detailed description of our work and the resulta of it,
which he wrote to Hurt on his own initistive. FHurt at this
time (sugmer, 1947) was working in Alebama for the Alabama
Museum of Natural History. I alsoc contacted all of the
people I have mentioned who had been to the Plains of San
Augustin earlier and gave each of them an account of my
finds, thanking them agsin for their msterial.

1 attended the Chaco Conference and was aaked to glve
a brlef resume of my work during the summer, et which time
1 gave a very brief account of what I had done at Bat Cave.

On my return to Albuguerque I found the attached letter
from Hurt. I took this letter immediately to #. W. Hi1l1ll and
asaked his opinion on what I should do. After he reviewed
the fucts he suggested that I should not write to Hurt but
should eontinue my work on the Plains of San Augustin. It
was his opinion that I was not committing a breach of
archascloglcal ethica.

O bisrpids,



e

I then took the matter up with thre other people who
had been to the Plainz of 3San Augustin and they agreed
with H1ll thst Hurt had no right to claim prior rights
to Bat Cave or asites in the Plaina of San Augustin. They
considered that the first person te do active excavating
and detailed survey had undeniable claim for future work.

I returned to the Flalns of San Augustin for twe more
weeks to inltiate a detaliled survey of the basin. e
obteined adequate maps from tha School of kines at Socorro,
New Mexico on which to mark the sltes. I went flrat to
the "Y" Ranch to ask Mr. Hubbell if I misht obtain per=
mission to do a detailed excavetion of Bat Cave in the
summer of 1948, Aa he was not there at the time I gave
Mrs. Hubbell & sumary of Hurt's claims and left his letter
with her to be passed on to ¥Mr. Hubbell. I then mapped
and made collections at twelve sites along the western
shore of the old lake basin.

We returned to Albuquerque, having had to abandon
our survey because of heavy ralns. At that time McKnight
stated that Hurt was putting pressure on him regarding
the Plains of San Augustin and that he (MecKnight) was at
a loss aButo what te do. MeKnight alse wanted a copy of
my survey meps glving the locations of the sites, as he
had decided to go back to school and needed the information
In order to write up a research problem for which he hsd
recoived a grade of "I" (incomplete) when he left achool
over a Year before. However, he was later gilven another
problem by Dr. Hill.

I then packed all of the material from the Flains
of San Augustin, developed and printed all photographs
taken, drew maps snd sectlone from the field notes and
shipped all of the material to Cambridge.

Shortly after arriving in Cambridge I received the
attached letter from Mr. James L. Hubbell granting me per-
mission to excovate Bat Cave during the summer of 1348.

In summary, I would 1like to emphasize the following
points:

l. I d4id make extensive inguiries, In accordance
with my agreement with Dr. Brew, concerning the presence
of any other archaeologist in the Flains of San Augustin,
and was sasured that thene was none.

2. MeKnlght did not inform me of any plan of Hurt'as
to write m dlasertation on Bat Cave and neerby saites. On
the contrary, he assured me that Hurt hsd absolutely no
interest In the cave.



3. Mr. Hurt's intense interest in Bat Cave Itself
apparently arocze after he had been Informed of the work
I had done theare.

4. Mr. Hurt was not the initiater of his original
trip to tkhe TFlalns of San Augustin in December, nor did
he make any attempt to collect the material which sub-
sequent visltors to the cave collected there.

5. Mr. Hurt, in splte of his professed long-standing
interest in Bat Cave, took a summer Jjob in Alabame 1In 1947.

6. Mr. Hurt was apparently rnot enocugh interested in
& project at Bat Cave to obtaln permission of the owner
of the land to excavate.



