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PROJ 50T HAGNET RIEFORT

During the past five years there has been acoumulating
in the filea of the linited States Air Foree, Royal Canadisn Alr
Force, Department of Transport, and vardous other agencies, an
impressive number of reports on sightings of unidentified flying
objects popularly known as "Flying Saucers". These files ocntain
reports by creditable people on things which they have seen in
the sky, trecked by radar, or photographed. They are reporte
made in good falth by normal, honest people, and there is little
if any reason to doubt their veracity. Many sightings undoubtedly
are dus to unusunl viewe of common objects or phencmenae, and
are quite nomal, but there are many sightings which cannot be
explained so easily,.

Projeot Megnet was authorized in December, 1950, by
nommander ¢.P. Edwards, then Deputy liinister of Transport for
Mr Servicea, for the purpose of making as detailed a study of
the saucer phenomenae as could te made within the framework of
existing establishments., The Broadcast and )easuremants
Section of the Talecommunications Division were given the
directive to go ahead with this vork with whatever assistance
could be nbtained informally from outside apources such as
Defence Research Hoard and Netional Research Zouncil,

It is perfectly natural in the human thinking mechaniem
to try and fit observations into an established pattern. It is
only when observations stubbornly refuse to be so fitted that we
become disturbed, “hen this happens we may, and usuelly do,
take one of three courses, First, we may deny campletely the
validity of the observations; or second, we may (e8s the whole
subject off as something of no consequence; or third, we may
apccept the diecrepancies as real and go to work on them. In
the matter of Suucer Sightinge all three of these reactions
have heen strikingly apparent. The first two approaches are
obviously negative end from which & definite conclusion ean
never be reached, It 1o the third approach, acceptence of
the data and subsequent research that is deamlt with in this
report,

The basic data with which we have to work consist
largely of sightings reported as they are observed throughout
fanada in & pufely random manner, Many of the reports are from
the extensive field organization of the Department of Tranaport
whose job it is to watoh the sky and whose observers are trained
in precisely this sort of observation, /lso, there are in
operation a number or instrumental arrangements such as the
ionospheric observetories from which useful datas have been
obtained. However, we must not expoot too much from these
field stations becnupge of tha very sporadic nature of the sight-
ings., A8 the analysis progresses and we know mora about what
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The Chairman opened the meeting with

"a brief ‘reference to the more frequent occurance of

"Flying Saucer" sightings. The frequency and persis-

: tancﬁ of the sightings would tend to discount the theory
a

of !

llucinations'.

This, coupled with an aroused

public’ interest in these sightings, tended to call for
a more active stand on the matter. At present the
gathering of reports was rather haphagard and the
reaction of the Bervices was passive. It 1s ‘thought
that a more active and intensive effort should be made
~ to obtain these data on an organized basis, and all
reports investigated and analysed. The objects of

the meeting were then to determine if a more serious
effort is justified and, if so, ways and means of
implementing an organized effort. Organizations such
as the Observer Corps might be enlisted for the -job

of sighting.

If nothing else, this could serve as a

useful training for the Corps. An examination of the
theories might
best locations
proponents of the theories of terrestrisl and extra-
terrestrial origin: were ln contact with the D.R.B.
and their deta could be examined first hand. '

rove useful in giving e lead to the
or sighting. It was fortunate theat

The Air Force representatives then

briefly outlined the work done by the UBAF up to a

vyear or SO BgO.

As these efforts consistently

resulted in 'nil returns' their project, in so far
as the press and public were concerned at least, had

been discontinued.

Very recently, however, this in-

vestigation was re-opened , but is now classified.

In the discussions which fclluwedil
8

it was pointed out that precise and realistic detal
were lecking in all known reports. If observers such
as the Rangers, watchers on ship board end the Obser-
ver Corps, which incidentslly is realﬁiistill in the

paper organization stage, are to be e

sted some

well planned guidance would be necessary. A small

booxlet 1llustrating ty
would rédsult in more in

ical celestial phenomena

elligent observation and

eliminate many erronceous impressions. It was con-
sidered desirasble to obtain information from U.S.
interviews obtained under proper interrogation. pro-
cedure, but to avoid the U.S. analysis of these
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. For the benefit of those who were not pre-
sent at the general meeting held on April 22nd, the
Chairmen opened the meeting with a brief resume of
discussions leading to the formastion of this Committee
and the terms of reference. He then tabled three books
by Kehoe, Scully end Heard dealing with Flying Saucers
sightings as worthy study as theg Etvn e fairly useful
summary of the most important publically recorded sight-
ings. These can be used in addition to newspaper reports.

5/L Bing tabled a ragurt by the RCAF relative
to the USAF project on Flying Ssucers. This report 1s
to be duplicated by the RCAF and coples passed to the
Secretary for distribution to the Committee members. .

The question of the security classification
of the work of the committee was then discussed. It .
was agreed that CONFIDENTIAL was sufficient, but that
members should be cleared to SECRET to facilitate sny
exchange of information from international sources.

The Chairman stated that it would probably
be better to divorce this work from the questipnable
title of "Flying Saucers", and thought that some name
entirely without meaning such ss "Project Theta' should
be adopteds The Committee agreed in principle to this
suggestion, with the exception that the project name -
is not to be used during exchange of informastion of an
international cheracter, Such "exchanges" are to be
effected through established channels only. There being
no further suggestions ecceptable, the nsme "Project
Theta" was adopted, subieet to investigation by the
Secretary as to the validity of the use and possible
duplication of the. name. -

The possibility of obtaining U.S. data on
a reciprocal basis was considered desirable and the
vecretary was instructed to have a formsl approach to
this effect made through the DRB Member in Washington.

Consideration was given to the interrogation
form presently in use by the RCAF. After discussion,
it was agreed that the form should immediately be re-
vised with accompanying instructions for 1ts use, The
revised form (copy attached) was drawn up and copiles
are to be distributed by the Secretary prior to the
next meeting. The preparation of the instructions was
divided among the members as follows!
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SIGHTING REPORT UREeroagye oy ™

(A separate form is to be used for each obgerve

1. Name of obbserveri
¥ 1

Burname t-eecccccncccccnvam=n=Initialg-=e-
2. Address of observer:

5 ——

Btraetenmmccnsnicnn RS [ [ e asu—

_Prﬂ?indﬁ---- ----- -

3. Occupstion and previous relevant experience:

4| ﬁgﬁ. - —nt——---—é--—

5. Has observer seen "flying objects" before,
and if so, briefly, when, where, and circum-
stances:

6. Was observer wearing glasses?

B.. Details of Obgservation:

i — - —

9. General description of sighting:

---------------------- - - -
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-------- - -
- - - - — - - - - -
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