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SUBJECT: WHCCKXVENTICWAL AIPCRAFT
8ichted in Sky Kear Lexington, lebraska

SPECTAL INQUIRY - WHCOAVELTICHAL ALRCEAFT
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1. Attached for your information are tw#o coples of Repert of In-
vestigzation of Special Agent WILLIAS R. OCSTING, this Listrict, dated
30 Hovember 1949, on sbove subject.

2., In rezard to the inclosed renort, your attention is invited
to Par 11, AFR 20E-3, date? 18 lay 1949, which orchibits disclosure of
Shis information to unauthorized ~ersous.
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CIAL 1 OMNS
OFFICE QF SPE NVESTIGATI REPORT MADE BY

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION «ILLI3 R. OCSTING
TITLE REPORT MADL AT
DO #1%, Offutt AP
PERICD
UnCOi VENTICHAL AIRCRAFT 18 Oct; 15, 16, 17 Nov 1949

Sighted in Sky ilear Lexington, Nebraska | ormceor omem
L0 #13, Offutt ATE

STATUS
CLNSED

CHARACTER

SPECIAL INQUIEY - UJCONVENTIONAL ATRCRAKFT

REFEREMCE
Hone, this is gn initisl report

SYNOPSIS

a dezzling brillience although sun was setting below end

flew a straight and level course until they approached a

than conventional aireraft,.

Investigation initiated by Iistrict Comnander, 13th OSI Lis-
trict. On 26 Sevtember 1949, LESTTR .OLFE snd five others
were threshing wheat in an open fielé and noticed three ob-
Jects flying in formation from the southwest, Objects had

hind them, maintained an sltitude of azoroximately one mile,

position epproximately opposite cbservers, 80 dezrees in the
sky to the northwest, at which time they executed a 30 degree
turn ewey from the earth, climbed straizht up and disappeered
from view, Two of the objects left a trall of sparks while in
stralght and lewvel flight. Hr. 20. BALLEEIN and four others
noted ol jects from Lexington, Nebraska, a sosition approximately
eight miles away. All observers believed objects attained a
hizh rate of speed and believed them to be of bulkier sopesrance
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DETAILS:

1. This investigation initiated by District Commander, 13th 08I
Distriet, Offutt Air Foroe Base, upon receiot of a newspaper clipping
from the Eustis Weekly, Eustis, Hebraska, dated 30 September 1949,

NEAR LEXTNGION, NEBRASKA

2., For detalls of .-iﬂturview of cbserver and witnesses, see In-
closure #1,

E: For detalles of formetion and maneuvers of uﬁjects, see paragraph
" 4, page 1 and paragraph 8, page 3, Inclosure #l.

4. For sketch of objects, see Inclosure {2,
5. For map of ares showing location of uﬁservars, path of objeot

and general terrain, see Inclosure #3.

3 INCLOSURES:

El}'. Check Sheet, Unconventional Aireraft - Special Inquiry

2;- Sketech of objects ’

(3). Map of area showing location of observers, path of object and
general terrain. i

=CLOSED=
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Dete of sighting __26 Septesber 1949
Time of sighting (zomal by 24 hr clook) 1830 - 1900

Whore ulﬁtﬂ' EM'B position)t Six men were threshing grein in
en open field -
Ground

b
Lex!.nﬁon, Nebraska, 8 miles away
T. A
e. Bow . —Jloti_spplicahle
: : ' 0 Three
fumbor ,2‘__?;‘:2'.'3: Formation Ypp ) o orastdon st indTeaved
3 av !i Just prior to turning away froa earth

{beervable celestial phesomens Or planots that may acoount for thy
oigating. (Local fesilitles or organicaticas whioh follow such
colostial phonomons should B sossuitea for such ioforuatica)

_Daytime - no phenomena reported

Distanoe of n‘h:ent from cbeorvori
8. laterslly or Barizaatally ___ 500 - 559
b. Angle of elovation froam horizom

o, Altitude _ uolmown - o stimated over one mile

Time in pight 2 - 3 minuteg
Appearanse of object:

a. Color __ silyer
b. Ghape (Sketoh 1f poesibls) ___See Inclosure #2.
¢, Apperent ﬂnmmut.im (0f what materisl or substance) matal & ..

luminous maberial
d. &ize

unknown. eared 5' wide and 12' long
Direction of flight __ aW o NE

Tectics or manouvors (Verticel esocat or descemt, horiznatal, csoil-

lating, fluttering, evaeive, aggressive, orrstio, ete.) WQ_
maintain level flight until flight attained position NW and 80° angle

from observers and then flight executed 90° turn away from ground,
olimbed straight up end diseppeared from view,
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i+, dvideaso oy exaceat . Two of three objects left trail of apparently fiery
sparks while in level flight. Trall disappeared when objects started climbing
- | Lo A8 ke Ho Qnrent trail 1m5d1lt511." behind Ihi?h About 1 1“55’1
 behind ships, sparks became epparent; at 2 lengths trall widened %o twice width of
b. loogto asd widsh: Six times length of ship lohjac‘l:; at 10 lengths, dis-
o {appeared. i
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4. et of orepurasian Within five seconds
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Wit osw almudas No clouds in sky
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& Herisited or etlech.t  Apparently attached, could not have been reflection.
A dazzling brightness Was noted from body of objects & particularly
uosndods from nose of them although sun was settling behind them.

----------

bo Diloloss op ant off Lo yoiateds V: oopusi _Steady light
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s Vime _ ObJeots' bodies sloped to each side to give impression of
& type of wing .

Joepralyosiits aln o Slgrls

' - & l_'l et
Wb L D b : e e L T . . A P i Mt el
% Butablne evilsder o poo.
T Gy R b P et e i 5 s
% Aaspailecds 10 (balloson wr tivienisl
- I e B T T Tyesp— P
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4. Vislulo stiwen. or Jul oiuntno. No opening noticed but trail of sparks

-
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left impression of opening in rear of objecta
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A dail sy
Mainteined straight and level flight. Made well-exscuted
turn and climbed streight up. '

EF.C.

0T "% LI PR . : No verticel fins noted
g 4 =iy
Lo laste.  None poted .

Tt gpodinge | Bone nated.. . . .

Wo estimate, Observers states object appeared to be drifting

1@, dgesd < W . | fowsrds them, swddenly picked up speed, executed turn and
disappeared from view in 30 to 40 seoconds. ;
i PR R
Mo wiAbIICR Ok 00 W3R, None
doo i, kbt | Nonme, |
3 arsailey. 0 ... ... Hone .
% T W) LIVRIE % Wl T P B A
S mngest - Not_applleable | . .
o . Objects climbed straight up at 90° angle to earth,
Svaed Lot Lo disappeared:in 30. - 40 seconds. . .
cepsipeded Bar @ olitse 0 Hot applicable .
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L. Gli b Ghoovee I-E‘STER AOLFE

aibialfar & . ..Bertrand,. Nebraska
w8 3t Farmer _
e, e Farm, Bertrand, Hebrasks .
Ferrna ian, ' i
S ETRE T L a_.n_rag‘n _
: - Investigation revealed observer to have
e F e St b R S L unquestionable integrit]r. : ¥

¥

llen were threshing grain i ope

Sabday mad Iniut L L . field. WVOLFE first noted ?uvar



objecte coming from southwest end called his helpers' attention %o the air-
plenes. At objects came closer, it wes note that they were not cf conven-
tional airplane design., LEA: ~OLFE, a recent greduate of a tuo year cowse
of aeroneutical designing, stated he first thought objects were F-30 air-
craft, but as objects moved, reslized that the objects had serfcraance of an
F-00 but did not have the design. L. .CLZL executed a free hend drowing of
what he believed the object would loolk like, althou.h he had a 47 view of
the front, rather than 90° view. L. .W"LiE said objects aoneared to he
drifting towards them over a low liae cf hille, seemed to pick uo soeed, at
which time btwo of the cbjects leit a trail of sparks, As objects arorcached
them, the lead and Xo. 2 object criss-crossed positions with Jo. 3 maintelning
its position in the formatica. At nositlon opposite observers towards 1LW
and at 800 angle from earth, objJeocts e«ecutec 30° turn away from earth and
olimhed straizht up, disappearin; from view. A dazzling brightoess was
note: from objects ant was helieve! to be a reflection until it was realized
that the sun was almost on the horizea and the objechs were <olag away [rom
the sun. The great intensity of lijht was noted arount the ceanter of the
cbjects.

Wr. and lrs. 70u BALLEEIL, Lexingtou, ebraske, sné lr. and Mrs,
TL'ER BALLEEIM and their daughter, JANET BALLIZIN, Eustis, Hebraska, were
et the Ballheim residence in Lexington. They were standing in the front
yaré and noticed two objects so- theast ci Lexin_ ton. Cbjects appeared to
he traveling very fast at aprrovimately one mile altitude. They could
uct sketoh objects but iniicabe? they appeared to be bulkier than conven-
tional aircraft.

Cbjects maintained streight ond level f1i;ht until they turned
gway from earth and went streight ug, iiserpearin, from view. .hile in
level flizht, twe of the objects enseared to leave a trail of srarks. [ane
of the aforementioned BALL:ETi's are scqurinted with the six people cre-
viously mentioned.

Objects seemed to have a cazzling brilliance although sun was
setting behind and :¢low objects. i



- 24-58

S
st omd Lt
e

L oe Unpczvenndepe J Aooront oo

o, Degros of feligine wd dombim o JA4GES o thaw of oighting L
cugos Thore obeorToy ip Llvioany  Het applicable . oo o
DEAN ~OLFE, Bertrand, irebraska CRORCE 3LEVI.'S, Bertrand, Nebd.
y. HiIlneices: LERALD CLTE, Bertrand, febreska GCRUC¥ ELEVIAS, Bertrand, feb.
: GUS HALL, Bertrand, lebraska
¢, AMdrosses QOUKIS AOURRS. Bertrand,. d8Rraske.. .o ;oo

. Ccoupation Farmars . - .

¢. Relledility ___ 11 revagled iic ke of batte: than averaze integrity

10. Zommento of interrogetor regmxding the intelligence sxdl character of
person intorrogated. Liyerage intelligeaca .k excallent characher .
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HRelstive to Raday Siphitinss
1. Ro refarp operaviog ca grouad:

a, C(boervations of rarge, spoedl, ivituds ard size of terget

ot gpplicable

o e RS 1R B L i e e e

. D4 tomger oxecuiu any twrse? 17 oo vhet anplo (AP} ote, cru
What refling of twa?  If redice of waw Lo oot cbosawabic, mow @il
tho tergot slay 2o the twn an@ kol e L speed?

B s A -

Hot nEEliaabla
T ye—— [ R S PR T erseep— VR L A

¢. [oto partiowlerly mny seoesiticls of dleweiy vergst JWoe sitwort
wrpets WHOR apprunch.  drueh LU A GERLRAD

-

Not licable

h.ﬂ.‘m..mw—-nm‘r e S B e i e S B e s B e T AP R A e e s S e e el Sty ey el it e e S
w. O sirborns whon obuel sighied:

. Yers ihore o0y pedry infivetianms ot nfra acles o reddo civealond

B (- L E o T s S e P S I e T e S
b. Glve cetimales of 2ies; poead. CenIEEED: el
i Mab DR RN . o e e G S
Geroyel
b, Solotype oeausness oF iousl wentier s.eni.luns Clear, thin scetterad clouds

at 25,000 feet in east; temperature 74°,visibility over 30 miles
2. Winds wlofi wepord _ mone evaileble | L.
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Jhool: Shoet - Doscnvonticoal Adrgrsft Domm
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9.
10.

Local i'__gh 9ohCdules w1 Coftmpciin, FrIvaly s fdlicery ol

flring in violndty at the ties. ["H.L"P‘ ..vtﬂ-u'.(‘-'-'f arbivity L c.!-:.

%2 that border) Ho commercial - no = vidence of milita_;g F-80 in erea
from Offutt AFE, Omaha, or Alr National Cuard et Lincoln, Hebraska
Poopible reluosoe of topting duvices in vicindiy semt eloft by Ord-
zanoe, Havy, Alr Farcs, Arky, Woothor Units, Roscurch Organizatlunn
or any other _No evidence of testing devices or weather balloons in
vicinity.

If objeot contacted earth, obtain coll somples within opd without Gs-~
prossion or gpot whoro object lundad (amd thon promumbly dsparted)
for purposo of moldng compurilecn of polls __ isgh spolicable iz

If cbject camo sufficiemtly cear othor aircraft or known objects
chock surfoocos with Qeigor eountors for poesibls rodicpotivity. HMale
somparisons with other usaffectoud eircraft objooto, otc. ot gppligable

Obtein photographs (or origipel negatives) whore aveilable. If not,
#oture skotohes of:

a. Objoct. See Inclosure 7

b, Swroonding terroin whoro ohscrved. Flat level terraln with
exception of line of 65 fcot tills. (See lnclesure
¢. Plaoé where it contacted certh (i¥ this hapyened).
Hot applicable
4. Manouvers. See paragraph 4, »age l; paragraph 8, page 3

e. Furmation if more then one objeot.
See paragraph 4, 1; paragraph 8, page 3
Sacure ﬁi{;mﬂ'. utn.t.c-mnt ﬁge peooibls
Obtain fragments or phyeiowl ovitouve wheii povsidio.
Hot applicable
Was any raflo amteuns to be oboorved;: L0, laby meeldasilony o0 ol
tomtionn that might procumably bo ccucwivcd ee ouch).
Not applicable

W LLIA R. OOSTING
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"The objlects were approaching observer at

35° to L5° &ngle but the above frontal
viewy (left) and side view {rirnt  are his
impression of size 2ad shane of objects.

Dark line indicates ~reaztest intensity of
reflected licht from objfect. and shaded
areas, decreasing intensity, ‘
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