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" LAl 1. This report' pertsins to the sighting of an unidentified flying
object, similar in structure to the so—called "Flying Discs," by Captain . 3
G. B, EDWARDS, pilot, Captain THERQN C. FZHREVACH, ed-pilot, and lst Lt. 23
JOHN H. VAN -SANTEN, passenger, of ¢-45 type aircraft en te from Popé a'
idr Force Base, Port Bragg, North Carolina o Bolling Air Rarce Base,
Mashington, D. C. r’ X . ,

"f; Captaio C. B, EDNAUS and Captain THERCN C. FEHREVACH were
terviswed’on 20 January 195 4in their office, Room 1C 1066, National j
fense Bullding, Washington, D. C., and gave in substance the following' !
informmtion concerning thi incident: i Ve 1 el
! ! 4, On Tuesday, 24 January 1950, while en route from Pope Alr '
Force Base, North Carolina, to Bolling Alr Force Pase, Washington, D.C., -
in C-L5 type ft No. 7122, Captain THERON C. -FEHREVCH was first to -
' notice the ified Nying object. FEHREVACH stated that the C-45'
#was pursuing a course of approximstely 26° at 5,000 ft. when he first
.noticed the object slightly-tc the left of the course and about 2,000 ft.
‘higher at & distince of 5 to 10 miles froa the C-45. The object wmas

a%pruximt,a 1,000 ﬂ._ﬁst above the top of the ¢l level which was
&t this timelapproximately a 0 cloud coverage. -It was darkersthan

the ¢louds aml easy to distinguish as not being & eloud, Then first |
noticed the object was purguing a courseq betucen and above two rather '’ '
large cloud banks, which were estimtaed as belng two miles apart, The : '
| object moved fmjr the left cloud to the right cloud twdce and never at : f
| any time did tHe object show any radius of turn, It moved to a stop
and proceeded bBack again vith a fine horizontal movement,-at no time

Eltﬂi-trqﬂminh;r'nlc: w -

/

| varying vertical in an azsent or descent iotion, At this time / Captain -
’ [ FEHREVACH showdd the unconventiopal aireraft to Captain snﬁmh who o A
immegintely altered his course soms 6 degrees and climbed to 7,000 ft. T

I to be horizont on the same lovel as the object. Thy C=45 pursued LT\ |
_object at approximately 160 ailes per hour with a 20 mile tail wind. . W& "
C-i5 at no'time could overtake the cbject and at all times it seemed ™
to stay betmsen 5 to 10 sdles @rectly in front and at|the same level as N
s C=L5. At this time FEHREVACH had the passenger, Lf. Van SANTZN, view ]« W

o object. The object then seemed to disappear in front _of them by in- |
sasing 1ts speed. The entire action t far reported took appro ];ur

ve mantes INC| ASSIEIED . ‘0 :



‘of the course pursusd by ‘the C-45.°

| it 3 _UNCLAss:r:ED b

® | r .
After a :ﬂ.rn&l.e end a half thu nhjec:t. way again s ht.cht tle same -
distance (5 < 10 =iles) at appmx;mtnb 35 o L5 degrees to the right
The object then came back to%a'point.
fcmediately in front of the O=45. Before assuming this course the cbject
stéemed to oseillate Lo 'the right and left, a distance seeming to be about
one or oge and a half fistance of its width. When assuming the course it

. appeared to 'dlsappear direetly in froant of the C-45 by intréesing its

speed until it was invisible, . The entire incident took placd in approxi-
mately 15 mirutes. Captain FZHREVACH and Captain EDMARDS stated that the
had been airborne some 35 or L0, minutes or approximately 1650 when théy .
first sighted the object. These two pilot of ffiesrs further volunteered the
fol.loﬂinh infarsation: »

(1) Tha object was clearer whem first noticed than at sny
dinge during the followdng 15 nindtes that they eould *
focus on it. The unconventional Bircraft appeared to

be !nn.ap!nrical or spheroid in shaps of approximately
200 to 250 ft. in diameter. The object appeared to be '
flat on the bottom, but this is furthar a:@hinﬂd that

the bottom half of the sphere could have besn obacured
+due to a black trail which sppeared to follbw the ob-
ject. This black tr&il-appeared to be tired_to. four .
times. as lun: e the dbject was in d.‘:mtur pﬁcipit.ati.ng
at the-end of the smoké thail, (1-2! zinutes precipitation
rate) At no time during the viewlng of the cbisct was it
possible to determine the agtusl structpbe. The black
trail wis vory_ bronounced &t the bottom. 'As_proclaimed

, by. Captain EDTARDS, the dbject looksd 1 an pveysiged
parachute with a large black object hanging below it,
'The ‘smoke trail would lag behind the object no'matter
.ul'lich dimr:ti.m it moved. Vrd :

(2} The ateospheric cnndi.t.ltms were as follows:

(a) The ‘free air tdmpsrature was 15 to 18 clngraau
: rcmhgrnde _ ! :

i | (k) ! 'mare wae approviuately 5/10 cloud coverage.

i
I » | (c) The uiaib:lli.ty' uas prur.-unnl.'ur nlimited uplto
. ' a leavy haze that was pronouncef in the wicldity
e . of .the mounteins west and south of t,tu course
" parsued by the C-i5. : <

i " 7. (d) The sun was 4t approxustely 220 to 230 dﬁgﬂu
' the lins of flight. it this tim-it was &
: luge red mass not throwing any pronounced rays.. .
. it In the direction of the sun it Bppesred o be quite

_ham . I ;
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{e) lic contrail or venor tréil oflier than the tlack
pemoke was obserwved., !

13) TIJI_ ‘chject mdintained a fiﬁm smooth movenent which
: appeared to be cspable of speeds from nothing Lo more
than 300 niles par hour. It.moved idth and apainst
the wind at will and could noi haye beeh mistaken for
i a cloud, meteor or celestrial planet. Due o the
ospeed maintzined By the ‘C-45 the cblect could not
' have bean some sort of asrostatic Yift or it mld
have baen m-ertuhnn. ]

(:_'} Tie only. t«.c‘icn or mneljv-;rs :-mtic::! were horizi:nlntn! it

and 4t one time osecillating, o _
' [5} }’rere“ snce to the support the object could mw,

acgording -té FEHREVIACH,resembled 3hat phsaibly the

B=35 (the, flying wing) would have looked 11&3 from

Batern at the same distance, r

(&) It is noted that Captadins ZDOWARDS and FEHUV.CEL imsist,

thet’ the C-45 aps neyer &t any time close esough Lo
deterniné the structurs,-support, propulsion, lights,
sound pr actual shape of thl: ubjuct.

B ) Ceplaln EIILAJS stated the i.nr..i.uunt nccu.r!md in.the
. area of Blhckstone,. ?irgim-, or spproxdantely 37°
SIH-78C 1y :

P . %, On 31 Januwary 1950 1lst Lt. JOHN H. VAN SANTER was interviswed
repardicg Liis cbservation of the unconventdonal aircraft on 2L Japuary
1950. The interview took place im the office of Vil SaNTUN, foow 1F B78,
Naticnal Cefense Puilding, Washington, D. G. Lt VAN SaUTEN prepared an

uraigned statemant concermning lis observations, This stalemgal i3 h:_erl'.n;.l

as a ter of recoid into t.hu repart and =Lu!.ns as follows I*

‘; &. ™On Tuesdey, ?ﬁ January 1950, 1 n:t.urned to Ha.sld.:mt.m D.C.'

froa Temporary Duty at Pt Bplgg Fayettdvwillo, Northr Carclina by catching
a trunsinnt. Mir Force . dreraft {c-:.,p at Pogpa air Force Base Trave
to'Bolling AMr Forge Base. J II

“after approdmately L5 sdnutes flying tize from Pope AFB
while at 5,000 feet sltitude shd 1645 hours the co-pilot called sy atten-

tion to what at first I assumsd to %e anotler ‘afrergft chh I could have .

esfimated to be 40 rdles didtant. There were no clouds in our Llspediate
vicinity and the adr wes clear, however, over that pant'of the Appulaclen
Mountain radge tp our left front, the direction in which this object wka
seen, there|were billowy ! -h!.l.u elouds.. Tfﬂ-’ object wue over those. de-

b _ bycuwrr::o Ijj
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After wateidng it for sewcral minutes it moved appreximately 12 degrees
to tte left very repidly.. Then it seemed to -be travelling direcy

dvay from us and disappeared isto the clouds., Several minutes la

it resproared approximstely 30 degriss to ‘the right ‘of the spot, wl.arc

it dizappsared, slthough st a sesmingly greater distance nm;.' from gg.
There gt at?l:.ar' unhile aithout moving to either side und.then I lua'L
sight ¢f it. I did not see it sgaln elthough T Kept & shirp putch.

Whon the thject zoved it seemed to wiggle slightly-althdigh at thit dis-
Jtance it was [p rely visibis. Thers »as no evidtncu‘at. any flamn* ;

L car;not describe it wove accurslely and will not venture any
gues8 as to shat it actually mes. I would not sgy it was not anoller

cireraft of a mw type although Lt :;&md mugh to 1-1{_,5 at that distance
for a comrent.ionul ype aircraft.™

b. Jn additicn to ti= prepared unni,;nﬂd 5t¢temt., L'L. Val
SahTEN vnl..‘mtr.nr-:d the I‘nllaulng_ informatl on:
iy
(1) The object could not have been a cloud, aFt.l:ar,
c.ulnatn-al plﬂnut or aerostatic li.fb. :

A2) S.ati.mtcd the duhu.ca tetwsen' the object and. the
| C=45 us 40 mileq; wWith altitude of 5,000 ft. and
_directly hotizontal «Ath the C=45.

(4) The' appearance of thn object was definitely’a durl:l
sphere shaped solid body with ho apparent wings, :
| : stabilizers or other means of support. ' The distance
- betuden the object and the C=L5 was to great to deter-

trail left by the opject.’; |
, .

} (5) Eomummg um tactics or manslvers 'i'.uﬂ SANTEN 3ht¢d
that the obgect mas a fine smooth coving eraft which
at all times sesmed to horizontally remain at the same
altitude and was at one instance noted as oani),lntin%
o+ and| was definitely evasive that the C=45 could nof

! we‘rtuku it, % rn

.#n It is notef th.M.- imsediately after the lncident Captain EDWARDS

radiosd (VHF) Blackstone, Virginia and mede inquiry of the control tower
npmmr if any report had been made of thé unidentified aircraft, When

JII.I J | ‘UNCLA_JU“ ]c.u 3 | I

13) Beticated the tims in sight to have been 15 uimt-a. ’

rine tre constructicp, propuleion or sound. VAN SANTEN -
mas guite certain there was n'n'nmuhe , econtrail or va.pur

-
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inforaed thal there had becn np other .reportas, :md whon querind EIF‘.nHEG

todicatsd that he did not wigh 16 report the incident through JACS. r
e -In relstion Lo the three officer dbservers the' following infor-

sation id offexed-to ald ln evaluating the credibility of their stitements:

as 'Filot n1 C—i:5 aireraft -- i
. r 1 L
(1) Wame of Chserver = Captain G. B. Edwards :
E:&) ‘address - 755 Barley Walk, Falls Clurch, Va.
3) Occupation - Flying officer
(4) Place of Susiness - Statdstical Contrsl, US,
T L . h 1c m -9
e - Nstional Defense Auilding
Washington, D.C.
~(5) Pﬁrt..nﬁpt hobbies - Clalms flying ue a muatim and .*
n\roc-‘.ltior
. (6) Ability to deétermine - Tils officer has beaa: I'hri.ng _
i Ior several years as a Combat Flying Qfficer prll others
n’.;sgaa such, has been accustomsd to conventional modes
‘awiagion, climatie conditicns and nor=dl nhaerutima

from tm air.
(7)  Ralis ij:it._-,ur of cbseryer - The past flying éxparience

and evidence indicating that the observer is not an

[ epportunist glory ‘hunter substantiates his reliability.

0 (B) Degree of fgtigue and duration of flight attime of sight-
ing in caseq where observer 1s airborme. The aircraft’
had beei alrborne approximately 40 inutes when the
object was sighted. turbulence was mild and the
flylng corditigns were good. There wis no indication

that at that tixe of day should the dooe be suffering _

. frow sowe other futigue: (sleepiness, hangover etc,)

be. Co-Pilot of C=i5 aireraft -f _' 0 f f

(1) | Hame ef Observer - Captuin Theron C. Fehrevach .
(2) Address = Box 770 Les Boulevard, Falls Church, Va.
(3) ©ecupation: Flying Officer
(4) Pln.r:n of Pusiness - Statistical Control, USAF _
. Bm 1C 1066, Katicnal Defénae 'ﬂldg.
Hﬂ.shitg‘tﬂn, Diﬂl

(5) Hrtimnt Hobbles = Flylng'

’ (6) Abllity ‘t& determine - This officer hn.u been fying for
several yoars, as a combat flyln; officer and otberalse,
as such, has been accustemed to cofiventional modes of

" aviation, elimatic conditibns and noﬂn.l observgtions
| from the air.
AR IO . UNCLAS SIFIED ]
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v {7) Rﬂinba.ht:r of obuqm:,‘ = Tha, paat ﬂ_f,r'!.ng axporimua
: - and evidence indicating tiat the observer is nat an
! . op rtindst or a glory hunter subsyantiates his Hl.‘i.a-
; ity.
(8) Tln degree of r&tim.la cmbahm.‘l.q-_-, this observer ie thn
aa.m as indicated for Gaptnin SDANCS in par sal8),

I

¢+ The puauen,,_cr nr E-L,'E aimrﬂ!‘f. —_—

| (1)} Name nr Cbserver - 1st Lt. Jghn H, Van Santen '
' {2) iddress: 1211 N, Pitt, apt 33, Jlexandria, Va,
(3} Occupstion - Officer, U. S. jamy

(4)~'Place of Hu.uur.:ﬁ ~' Arny Courier Service, RE'18 878,

' ! i . H&ﬂ-uml Dﬂfﬂn:ﬂ Bldﬂn, Tash irg Dc":ln ¥

(5; Pertinent Hohbhi = None : _ - :

(6) ~bility to determine - !*s flowm al leadst one week out
of every méanth far the past year. Ranoivu non-rated
flyirg pay. '

(7) . Relia ty bof observer - This afﬂ.ur is very ail.nuaru,
conscl idh.a, and cobserving.

(8) 'The degreg of fatigue concermning this obssiver is'the

same us iniicated for Capteln SDIURDS in par 5a(8)- &

6. Tim interviewsd arﬁura appear to be very sincere nni metute.
Each of them seem to have had. enough flying hours to be amply trained in
cbservation and deseription. It is further noted that the gfficers although
cooperative inm dipeussing the incident, cere rather reluctagt to initiate
the report themselves, This being accredited to recent opinion both pre and
con by various individuels through popular néwspapers and magazines. BEgch |
of the three officers, when queried as to ‘whether or not they had resd or
were influenced by an articls ‘written by KEYHOE which appeared in the 28

‘December 1949 issue of True Magazine, 'stated that they did nct read the

article nor-were thoy influenced by the putﬂ.ic-opi:f’.on of the article,

G Forie ':

cial Agent, USAF
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