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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE : 4 ﬁ
HEADGQUARTERS UNITED STATES .AIR FQRGE a

. WASHINGTON -

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL l-ls-.ﬁ.l?
4TH DISTRICT OFFICE OF 3PECIAL INVESTIGATIONS b

3 EIE-{&IL 5 d LDWH‘I"_—‘.&_IH Fﬂﬂf.f BASE, DENVER.” COLORADD
i I | 31MAR 1954

SUBJECT: Unidentified Flyiug Object Reported y .
: bsr United Airlines Flight soa, 30 Narsh 1954 '

T0s . Director, Epnuial Investigations.
Headquarters, U. S, Air Foroe "
Haahin{;ton 26, D. C.

1, At 1610 hsurs, 30 March 1954, Gommnder, Lm;ry air Fart;e- ' e i
Base, Denver, Colorado, made available to this office for informa--. R Rl e Ay

n A "
U US GOVT IAR LABRDNE WID . o | 8 )
R et : Gmsmﬂc"“m“;f;?fti umm FOK OF BPEC .

BY AUTHOMTY . | :
YURTK KUAZE, Capt SAF © - -
BY —Historiair e
R i
DAT : o w

JESEN/COMDR ADG EST AFB 002

—man s

FAELY/COUDR LONRY AF3 COLO. . ' =R

. CIRTIS. SUDENTIFSSS 0343CT GLOWING BRIGET GREEH STIGHTEN BY UAL~6HF

FLYTHG ZASTROUND AT 19 TEGUSAID FEET LEAN SEA LEVSL OVER A PCGIFT 12
HILES FA3Y OP.CHZRCIST WYOMING. OBJECT FIRST APPEABED 12.70 15 DEGREES
THUS F2R0Y (ESERVATICH POINT ATD DISAPPEARED :BEHIND CLOUD BAFNK SLANTING
DONTARDY 3¢ DEGHRES TO IEFT.OF VERTICAL, TIME OF CGBSERVATION 28@1 25M,
DURAIICYN 5 SEECHDS, - #EATHSR CIEAR CMER AW UNDERCAST A3D HIGH CLOTD .
BAWK EAST, - UPPER WINDS ¥OT BEPORTED, CAPTATH SPERRY, UAL~8§#, 'CON-
FIRMED BY CO~PILOT. CONFIR:ED BY PILOT W28392 DC 3 5 MEIIES WEST OF

" STRCIATR WYOMTNG AT 13 THOUSAID ¥EET MEAN SEA.LSVEL SAME TIL® OF QBSER-

VATICN, ARLT STH 28f925X CORREC TION-REFERENCE OP)- IAR' 289432 "0BJRET -

. FIRST APPEARED 12 TO 15 DEGREES ABOVE HORBRIZO0N AMD lﬁ DEGREES THIE EMH

UBSERT&\.TIUFI POINT ETCETERA. ML‘E-:. ST . 231;333’13 23/11922 1AR JaDIS, "

i;imci.&mﬂm
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WO CASE CRMATION OMLY) SFEERY - GATES May 1950 ;
L ! oonl BRE Y, ' Mt Woroen, Virginta
: AR A R & P T e t 9
! .-_h,‘_ Sida s 32 _=na Tk : : - o ,1.1_ & { -
iz R o AR G b N PR K TR > Uit < T s 2y
Ly e nr'mwmf WL CAPTATI ur:.ur-s T SPERRY( - - i A
: : ; h;v V. n‘ chr'@r:mr . R
{tn she prm;unca of 1. XL Chop of ane Pubilic neut.;.nna]r | | TR ‘l
’ -3 S : S T
v, y i, £ 00 Fﬂbmr:r L, 1955 PR Ly : ¥

. clocost friepda. I tought Willyo ]g few thinge ebout gliding in those

“at;. Hr fparry's hmu, b L Burken.,til-.e ..-»t., Pnrl:ugcn: Benrl
i Fhlnr- '-'erdzfe, l:alirornln

Captain Sperry' has bean n pilot with Amerifen Adrlines sinee 1929, for

1€ yeara. He ruea 8ll types of 'comorcinl airplenes. Proseatly he is

‘on regular DC-6 copch service between Los fngeles and Chicago. has ~
about 15,000 rm;m. nours, sccwmlnatad Bt the mte of npproximately  °
1000 kowrg per 'year: e ls gensfdered ‘extremely relinble apd uxperim:esi--

. Durfng the war he flew DC-4'o regularly. ‘between New York and England.

(In 1945 T met him st e‘shj.qh.. Seotland. - I liava kaown Willyo Srcrr:f
::i.nnc- when lc was & high echool baoy in Tn:l.lnﬂge, Culo, in the labe
twonties; I know hie purcpts well, and hie ‘clder brother wno one of my

[} -

a great deal, olso fiies 1ight . airpuu.e'a'" g
on wnention' tripe -.rit:.h his =ife vit.htu the 11‘5-\ as uc].l uﬂ L-thn l:en‘l‘.ral | TR .

Adays..) Copt. Sperry hns travoloed

;- a0l - Ehuth hm-rica.

L]

Enpum sperr;.r rent&d frm nemoOry , which tn. nl:ﬂ.l vipr4d, Nis. e:merleues
ef 8A encolnter with en UFO od 29 May 1950, He wos flying. (in the left .
geat rlr the cuckp!t of) a OC»6. The ailrplane had ‘left Washingten Adrport;
8L about 9110 p.o. exd vBd atesdily elimbing towardo o 20,000" level. :

* The weather wat clear aloft but the ground was covered by hazg, 'I')mr , : "'-:

< was @ full moop sbout 257 above the norizon. - Je was hended,240%(mog) - Wl
~ for hville, Tenn. At about 9:30 p.m., Bone geven miles vont: ofi‘u !

- fates, suddenly shouted: "Wetch it) Match 1L!”

Mt. Vernon (while Sperry,wac fishing for a nip}, thh Eﬂpilnt Will -
his uttunt N
tonp- UF0 ahend of them, groving rapidly 'h!.g.uer. Yme n brillient . ', 1.8
bluich Mght. To aveld e pocsible eollision l.'-hl!j' s r’p‘.ls brakad ond . !
voored about 459 off their course to the right while the object papsed . : ¥
by nn{thair loft side unghtl;r higher in ite direction [from en DT i)
11 o'clock pooition to = T o'cleck apparent ition. Duriag thie- i
acnsuver the UF0 happencd [to peoa by tveen the cbaervers mnd the upper
Jalf of tip moon, shoving 'a. dork 51 ouctte of 8 slender nuu remindful -
of o cutmarine, ito th chout half the moom's dispeter, its hotght) ’

e 'fraction of that. The h ght bluo light a.ppeared t.n ue at the ‘ud_l| .__3 :
“tand. ; ?
: ' 4
AS tle oh;lhnt hod pested behind t-hair wing the pilots ‘hu.ﬂ]{ali thé. ploe b-‘i
tp the left japd retureed towards their old, courne. Even ed, the copflot ~3 %
diseovered the cblect sgoin through the right wipdow "ae though it had e |
efreleéd Lehind .trm ard come up after thop'. lic thon bapked to the - ' N ;
a IRy Al {
o L : . - X . W : '] .Il : d b J\I
5 ' . ' ] ' . '
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Memo for OSA, subj: Final Report - Preview of Motiow Picture
"Unidentified Flying Objects.” (Cont)

7 Jaw (2) Mantell Case (Golman Field, Ky.); This office maintalns
18 the camments made on the preliminary report, par. Je.

(3) Sperry Case (Wash. D,C.): This office does not have this

; case on Tile. UFO project files were reorganized and records
disposition action was undoubtedly taken many times since

29/ 50 1947. It is also possible that this case was not formally

or officially submitted To ATIC. .Investipgative or amalytical
action on UFO cases is not initiaved merely by a report or
mention of the aightiag in & newapaper or megazine. ‘The
undersigned project officer has found 2 magazine article
excerpt of the case; however, & detailed search of records
did not disclose emy materiel op this case.

(4) Sioux City Case (Icws): This waa erronecusly comuented upon
as resembling the "Chiles-Whitted' case {See par. Je. of
preliminary report). After a second review of the motion
picture versicn, it has been determined that this UFO sight-
ing made by two airline pilots, Victher and Bactmeier, after
their take-off from the Sioux City airport wes on the night
of 20 Jamuary 1951. ‘fhe "Chiles-Whitted" and "Vinther-
Bachmeier® cases resemble esch other. Both airline pilot

g L crevs observed "a long, slender cigar shaped object.* In
. the Sioux City sighting, the object was deacrived as "one-
half times the size of a B~29 fuselage, lights similar to
running lights being blinked - and a bright 1light similar %o _
a lapding light visible for a short pericd..." Our comments,
on the bans of UFO records: The description appears to de-
scribe & B-36 as seen from another aircraft at night. It.
could have been a B=36, Blightly off course, orbiting over
the airport, meking e visual chsck in the vieinity for train-
ing purposes, or other similar reasons. It was determined
by ATIC that at that time (1951) SAC did not maintain records
of their training flights within the Z2I. . ad
(5) Goddard Case (Atlants, Geoygia): Brisfly mentioned in the
UFO film. No record of this perticular sighting (by name
or locality) in our files. lic date of sighting was given in
the film. it ;

(6) Marianns Case (Gregt Falls, Mopt.): The conclusions made

- _in the prelimipary report are subatantially corrects The

following .is a final conclusiocn derived by Dr. Hymek and
y (Juve #7¢ undersigned, and verbally transmitted toyour office fram

' 7 = Ohio Stete University on the evening of 29 May 1956, per :
your request: . In 1950, after an ATIC interrogation of wit-
messes end evaluation of dsta, and our opinion at that time
was that the UFO's apparently were two -9l aircraft. In
sypport of this contention, a few weeks sgo an extremsly
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