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NATIONAL ATRLINES
5 Al of the Sars

Thomas Imeson Airsort
Jacksonville, Florida

J‘-le' lE, 1952

Colonel Donald L. Dower, USAF

Chief Technical Analwvsis Division

Air Technical Intelligence Center z
Wright Patterson Air Force Sase, Chio

»

He: Project Blue book
Joar Sir:

In reply to your telegram of July 16, 1952, the fol-
lowing is & joint report by Ceptain James K. lundy and First
Officer Leon PBlanks who were operating National airlines flight
42 of July 10, 1952, ;

The above crew bparded the airplane at Jacksonville,
Florida, making stops at Savannah, Georgia - Charleston, South
Carolina - #ilmington, MNorth Carolina - Hichmond, Virginia -
ilashington, D,C, - Baltimora, !Mapyland and rhiladelphia, ..
rennsylvania. i

“"On the night of July 10, 1952 at 2018, lNational Air~ :
lines flight 42, we were approximately ten miles :
"south of Potomac River south of Clifton intersection.
A strange light caught our attention. at first we 1
thought it was a landing light on an approaching air-
craft, but discounted this as it did not get any
; . closer, Then we though it was a military flare but
discounted this also because it appeared to rise when
flares fall. It was an amber light and appeared to
A glow somewhat with no tail. The light was of very,
very bright intensity, It was not a meteor =ince
meteors generally descend rapidly. This light was
in our view aporoximately ten minutes making no par-
ticular pattern of movement. Then suddenly it climbed ||
rapidly in & turning astitude and disapueared into the | [
[ northwest, Our altitude through this event was 1,500
feet above sea level. In our opinion it could not have |
been a light rpflection dye to cloud formations which
would have beenh contragy tofsuch, There was only one
light., ﬂ‘:’ photographs were made," | 3
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It HQ USAF H&FHDG
. T e ————
TO JEDWP/CG ATIC WRIGHT PAT AFE CHID

INFO JEDEN/CG AIRDEFCOM ENT AFB COLO
FROM AFOIN 48257 CG ATIC PASS TO ATIAA-2C LIGHT CHA APPEARED LIKE

-

Sgg WATT LIGHT BULB IN SIZE AND SRILLIANCE MOVED WITH APPARENT
SLOW SPEED FROM NORTH TO SOUTH IN ARC THROUGH ANGLE OF OBSERVERS
VISION. COLOR YELLOWISH CMA NO SOUND CMA NO VISIBLE TRAIL CMA SHAPE
CIRCULAR SURROUNDED BY GLOW OR HAZE. NO ALTITUDE ESTIMATE MADE.

APPROXIMATELY go1@ TDTiIE JULY 5%_fGBSERUED FROM SURFACE BY
NAKED EYE. ABOUT ONE-HALF MILE EAST OF CAPITOL CMALH_ESHINGTDN

{  CMA.Ds C.f OBJECT APPEARED OVER WASHINGTON AREA TO WEST OF

REPORTER. MR. BARNETT Re. ADDIS CMA CIVILIAN CMA 1341 EAST

e,

-

CAPITOL STREET CMA WASHINGTON CHA D. Cs ADDIS IS CIVIL BE‘FENSE

{ RADIO DISPATCHER AT KEYPOINT AIR DEFENSE WARNING CENTER CHA
WASHINGTON CMA De Ce AT TIME OF SIGHTING ADDIS 'IrI~AS ENROUTE HOME
FROM PERIOD GF DUTY. WEATHER CLEAR AND WARM.' HINDS UHKHGHH- FIVE

C MINUTES AFTER OBJECT DISAPPEARED REFDR’L‘ER UBSER‘UED HIRCR&FT 'D".FLRHEHDo
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TO JEDWP/CG ATIC WRIGHT PAT AFE OMIO
INFO JEDEN/CG AIRDEFCOM ENT AFB COLO

FROM AFOIN 48257 CG ATIC PASS TO ATIAA-2C LIGHT CMA APPEARED LIKE 1!
5@ WATT LIGHT BULB IN SIZE AND BRILLIANCE MOVED WITH APPARENT

e ———————

SLOW SPEED FROM NORTH TO SOUTH IN ARC THROUGH ANGLE OF OBSERVERS
VISION. COLOR YELLOWISH CMA NO SGUHD CMA NO VISIBLE TRAIL CMA SHAPE

- CIRCULAR SURROUNDED BY GLOW OR HAZE. NO ALTITUDE ESTINATE NADE.
APPROXIMATELY_ 2018 rnrm_j OBSERVED FROM SURFACE BY
NAKED EYE. ABOUT ONE-HALF MILE EAST OF CAPITOL CMA]WASHINGTON
“CHA D C.J OBJECT APPEARED OVIR WASHINGTON AREA TO WEST OF .
REPORTER. MR. BARNETT R. ADDIS CMA CIVILIAN CMA 1341 EAST
CAPITOL STREET CMA WASHINGTON CMA D. CJ' ADDIS IS CIVIL DEFENSE

RADIO DISPATCHER AT KEYPOINT AIR DEFENSE WARNING CENTER CHA
" u'nsumcm_u CHA De Co AT TIME OF SIGHTING ADDIS WAS ENROUTE MOUME

FROM PERIOD OF DUTY. UEATHER CLEAR AND WARM. WINDS UNKNOWN. FIVE

MINUTES AFTER OBJECT DISAPPEARED REPORTER OBSERVED AIRCRAFT OVERHEAD.

NO SIMILARITY BETWEEN AIRCRAFT.LIGHTS AND OBJECT

25/28077 JUL JEPHQ



UNCLASSIFIED

AF FORM 112—PART | —— oS

" 4 PROVED | JUNE s
WLFORT ILEAVE BLANK)

UGESIATS TR 40552 . —_
[ : ; AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
Sy Unidentified Flying Object Sighted by Crew of National Airlines Flight L2
;_!“!_Eﬁﬂf; pear Quantico, Virginia. = -
State of Virginia, USA " Street, N.W., ‘Iﬂh.i.:qton ;5, D.C.

1 July 1952 10 July 1952 B-2

RO B | Olcer ]
[Gerald E, Tyler, Major, USAF Civilian Airline Aircrew Members

REFERENCES (Cwnirel umber, direciiss, proviend fopaet, e . a2 dpgeacadle]
FLYOERPT #3 110312Z July 1952 submditted by Olmsted Flight Service Canter
| SuMMARY: (Kuter conclee summary of reperi.  Gies vignlfcemes in fual sas senirnie paragrepl. Bt inclernren of Dowrir Lifl.  Blagha taut of vogart pm A F Form 118 Fart T1)
Report contains information reference sighting of unidentified flying object near
(Quantico, Virginia 10 July 1952.
Single object was sighted by alrcrew members of National Airlines Flight L2 while
in flight approaching Clifton Intersection from the Southwest at 1500 feet altitude.

Ho interception was attempted. Weather at the time of sighting was excellent for obser-—
vation. Object was apparently at the same altitude as sighting aireraft.

Major, USAF
Acting Intelligence Officer

[ =1
MITWTM =
Chief, Air Technical Intelligence Center, ATTN: ATI AA-20
UI{CLASSiFiED
mmwm mum“mnammmmmmormmm.nu.sa-
nm W CONTENTS 1N ANY MANNER TO AM UNAUTHORIZED PERSON I5 PROHIBITED BY LAW.
mmmun UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEFT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

IT MAY ¢
N i‘ﬁ i1 U B GOVERRMENT FRSNTIG CFFICL | 1858 0818131



AF FORM 112—PART 1l

sE
UNCLASSIFIED

mﬁ AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

;‘;‘;;"‘m mt W RERORT WO
Washington 25, D, G, }___M"'“

1. One object or light resembling an airoraft landirg light was observed from an
aireraft in flight 15 miles South of Quantico, Virginia, st 2018E, 10 July 1952.
Object increased perceptibly in brilliance as it mnhd'm’m from the North.
thMnummMmmmWWMHMhth—
came similar to light emitted by a red flare., Object repertedli'too fast to be an air-
craft of known type. Size of the ebject or light not given. At no time did the object
approash closer than 15 miles. Thus, object was nearly over Quantico, Virginia, at
appreximately 1500 feet altditude.

2. The following civilian aircrew members, in flight aboard National Airlines
Flight L2, d Loockheed C-50, observed cited object:

a. Captain Luondy, Pilot, National Airlines Operatiens, Jacksonville, Florida
b. leon Blanks, Co-Pilot, National Airlines Operations, ‘Jacksonville, Florida

3. HNo physical evidence of sighting is known, No interception or identification
action was attempted. No alr traffic was reported in the general area at the time of
Blaht-m-

L. Sighting was reported to the Olmsted Flight Service Center by Washington Air
Route Traffic Control Center.

e 2 or 2 rases

Comments of the Preparing Officer:

1. The observers, due to their flight training and experieonce, should be woll
qualified merial observers. .

2. A conjecturable opinion, raised by the general description of the object, is
that many pilots, due to the extreme serial traffic congestion in the Washington area,
make a practice of turning on their landing lights prior to entering local txraffic
patterns. Thus, the description fits any single jJet alroraft which might have been
flying first toward, then gwsy from, the airliner. A check of Andrews and Bolling Adr
Force Bases reveals no jet traffic during sighting period. The 121st Fighter Intercep—
| tor Squadron, Andrews AFB, could not be contacted for information. -

3. It is not known whether sighting was reported to, or investigated by, the
intelligenoce officer of Bolling or Andrews Air' Force Bases.

COMMENTS of Intelligence Division, Hg MATS:

1. The sighting was neither reported to nor investigated by the intelligonco
officers at Andrews and Bolling Air Force Hases.

2., Flanes and pilots of the 12lst Fighl:nr“Inbcrcapt.m:' Sguadron were located in
Delaware at the time of the sighting and subosequently, &nd have not yet returned
to Andrews Air Force Base.

AT 3 o
DD%“:“ AF 5'53&1_33 . HAROLD D. HINTON
D pob LIR 5 o Colonmel, USAFR

2% - Acting Chief

=
o
r

Intelligence Division

BOTL: THES DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFICTING THE MATIONAL OLFDWSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEAMING OF THL ESPIONAGE ACT. 90U 5.C —
31 AND X AS AMDWOLD. ITS TRAMSMISRON Of THE ROVILATION OF ITS CONTENTS 1M ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON I PROMINTID BY LAW.
mﬂm-mmmm.nmmmnmmmrmmmwmmummw
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SPACE ABOVE FOR COMMUNICATIONS CENTER ONLY
FROM: (Originatar) DATETIME GAOUS | ﬂmﬁF Eﬁ!
[ g

AIR T CHMICAL N ELLICENCE |R3Q00E §S'Puly 52 |womun [
[[] wook wessace nmnl1 [[] omcmar wessace

O'MARA, COMMANDIN

NATICHAL IIEI-IIH (<] LCAUTION |
Jm' FLA ]':l MULTIPLE ADDRCSS D i D -
REFLITS TO MESSAGE X
DENTIFICATION = |.cmwlélmu
INFO:
FROM; AFOIN=ATL Ad=T=5E FOR LIRXCTOR OF OPERATICHS

Reference eirvis report of your pilots Capt Lundy end Leon Blanks of Flight L3 on

10 July 1952 near Quantico, Va, Request that if possille these pilots submit writtem
reports inoluding locatiom of their aireraft and objeet to chief, Alr Technical
Intelligence Conter,

In reply cite Proj-ot Elue Book,

DONALD L, BOWER, Colomel, USAF
Chiaf, Tochnical s Mvision
Alr Technical Intellijemoe Center

" g {(+5]
! PAGE oF FAGES
“ -

ORAFTLR'S MAME (ond algnafurs, when roguited) J ALLEASING OFFICEAS SIGHATURE
oL mﬁﬂ?"ﬂfﬂ‘ i i e §
:.”J.i‘ ’ THLEFHONE OFFICIAL TITLE 'r

I 173 L T - g

WHICH MAY BE USED,
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" iR ,:Eﬂup;;mc, YRIGHT PAT ARE CHIC ;
i ! L] ‘1' JIE I . : . 1
i a”ﬁSITIGh '*E;:sc?-'w' HILES SOUTH QUANTICC VA 77 DEGRFES 22 MINUTES
WEST 35 DEGREFS 2¢ HMINUTES WORTH. b

Cs u.ﬂtmun' aa.,;zs:' SIG"ILD THAT a.u?}:.ﬂm:.a LIKE | :u }CFT LM.I}IHG
LIGHT BUT appmac;ma'mn RAPIDLY AND BRIGUTENED PERCEFTIELY T9 BF
A LIGHT FRON AN SCFTa OBJECT| THER CLINZED V Y FAST rrran% ‘FII.I 6
HE-RTH WEST am} AFPEARED ‘LIKE A RED FLhRF. TEFOR ¥ DISAPPEARI! .1::. '

]

D Anmtmnm. 1NFORMATION OBJECT w,s smm};n ty PILOT AND ciomn

oF N&TIUNHL -ururrs] FLT NER 42 FOR
j
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AR Pﬁ%{ﬁuu H‘EJEQT 15 mLzs “SOUTH QUAKTICO VA 77 'azqam:s 29 "“IHI.I"FEE §
1. - VEST 38 DEGREES2# MINUTES NOMTH. 7 % il - RS
Ru e &
i ; _-t:.: unﬁmuﬂ OEJECT SIGHTED THAT. APPEARED LIKE Al ;cm' Lnnnms :
' -LIGHT BUT aPpRunchn T00 nnpinw AND bﬁisﬂrmnn" PEREEFTIEL‘! TO'BE. ..
ol T . A LIGHT FEON AR ACFT. OBJECT | THEN CLINSID, VERY FAST BEFORE Tunﬂmc (
{p aor s NORYA WEST AND APFEARED LIKE a an FLARE fzranr Muappmnms.'
299 ;
. D% ADDITICHAL I}FCRHATION az.mc'r VAS Ism lTFB BY PILOT AND cc-P‘l..m L e
| ias {
: _,ur 'NATIONAL SIRLINES{FLT NSR 42 FOR . - 0 AR TR
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' { ¥ APPROYINATELY 7.} HIRUTES, p..T:f.crm'qL SIALINES FLT 43 WAS FLYING |
: | 15“5_ﬂ -._FT AUD [ TG THE -'E}F.T.i UF CEJECT HT TIXE CF 'SI’.‘-E.TI-I'.'G:
E+ WEATHER CONDITICN 25000 FT THIN SCATTERED vistringiy is In.-'
PLUS BINDS  CaLMi - | TR ‘
g |Fo TINE OF SIGHTING 1181322, e '
.G PILOT CAPT LUGDY. COPILCT LFON DANKS. ACFT FATIORAL AIRLINES -
FLT 42 JACKSCMVILLE FLA . o
: ] ' ¥ i i
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TYC221
» JEPHQ F219
RR JEDWP
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R 1121267 ZNJ 5= .
P e i --"‘"F"‘ /

Fi HQ USAF WASHDC -

TO ATIC WRIGHT PATTERSCN AFB OHIO

A, : c:: AFOIN 53555. ATTN ATIAA=2C. THE FOLLOWING
FLIGHT SERVICE'MESSAGE FORWARDED FOR INFORMATION AS POSSIBLE FLYING
OBJECT CMA QUOTE CLN FROM CLN FLT SVC OLWSTEAD AFE PA TO SEC OF DEF

CiA WASH D C. CIRVIS CLN 1. OBJECT NORTH APPEARED LIKE HEADLIGHT CF
ACFT SUT APPROACHED TO RAPIDLY TO BE ACFT THE LIGHT BRIGKTENED '
PERCEPTIELY ON APPROACH CMA THEN CLIMBED VERY FAST BEFGRE TURNING NORTH
WEST AND APPEARED LIKE A RED FLARE BEFCRE DISAPPEARING PD

2. 10 JULY 261S EASTERN PD '

3. 221S EASTHRN UNTIL 225 EASTERN PD

4. VISUALLY FROM AIR CHA NATICHAL AIRLINES FLIGHT 42 LOCKHEED C-6%

. PAGE TWO JEPHQ 371A . PRI

L
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DE JEPHQ 37T1A . i ; 3
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R ff?fZﬁ? ZNJ oy e ##,ffﬁf-
Fii HQ USAF WASHDC

TO ATIC WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OHIO

Anteg i AFOIN 53555. ATTN ATIAA-2C. THE FOLLOWING ~
FLIGKT SERVICE MESSAGE FORWARDED FOR INFORMATION AS POSSIBLE FLYING
OBJECT CMA QUOTE CLN FROM CLN FLT SVC OLMSTEAD AFB PA TO SEC OF DEF

CMA WASH D Co CIRVIS CLN 1. OBJECT NORTH APPEARED LIKE HEADLIGKT OF

ACFT BUT APPROACHED TO RAPIDLY TO BE ACFT THE LIGHT BRIGHTENED
PERCEPTIELY ON APPRCACH CHA THEN CLIKBED VERY FAST BEFCGRE TURNING NORTH
wWEST, AND APFEARSD LIKES A RED FLARE BEFCRE DISAFPEARING PD

2. 12 JULY 221S EASTERN FD

3, 2215 EASTERN UNTIL 2225 EASTERN PD

e UIéLﬂLLY FRCM AIR CHA NATIONAL AIRLINES FLIGHT 42 LOCKHEED C=Gi&

PAGE TWO JEFHQ,371A .

22 FEET AIR SPEED APPROXIMATELY 172 HILES PER HOUR FD
5. Ae 15 MILES SOUTHK OF QUANTICC CHA VA. APPROACHING CLIFT CH IHTER}
SECTION PD PAGE TWO JEPFF 12
S. OBJECT NORTH WEVER CLOSER THAN 15 MILES APPEARED SAME ALT AS
ACFT PD 6-7. CESERVERS CAPT LUNDY AND LEON BLANKS CMA FILOT AND CO
PILCT RESPECTIVELY NATIONAL AIRLINES FLIGHT 43 NATIONAL AIRLINES
OPERATIONS JACKSONVILLE FLORIDA PD
g. WEATHER REPORTED AT QUANTICO VA 243% EASTERN CHMA 2585 THIN SCTD
ve BY 15 MILES PLUS REPORTED TO OLMSTEAD FLT SVC PD BY WASH ARTC PD
URQUOTE J
11/2331Z JUL JEFHQ N o e
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s = awmgew A OOATPTEND
“LYOBRPT 3
oy 2
1+ ONE OBJECT TO NORTH APPEARED LIKE HEADLIGHT OF AIRGRAFT BUT APPROACHID
T0 BAPIDLY TO BE AISCRAST LIGHT BRIGHTENED PERCEPTIBLY ON APPROACH
THEN CLIMBED VERY FAST BEFORE TURNING HIORTHWEST AND APPEARED LIKE A RED
FLAZE SEFORE DISAPPEARING.

27 VISUALLY FR0M AIL NATIONAL AIRLINES FLIGHT 42 LOCKMEED C-60 AT

PAGE THREE JEDLS {C

1509 FEET. AIRSPEED APPROXIMATELY 170 MILES PER HOUR.

4, 18 JULY 201SE

—— e g

5. 15 MILES SOUTH QUANTICO VA APPROACHI:G CLIFFTON INTERSECTION

" 2. OBJECT NORTH NEVEZX CLOSER THAN 15 MILES APPEARED SAME ALTITUDE
AS AIRCRAFTN.
&3 s 2 .
OBSEAVERS WERS CAPT LUNDY AND LEON BLANKS PILOT AND CO=PILOT RESPECTIVELY
H&TIDNAJ afRLINEs FLIGHT :2, WATIONAL AIRLIWES o?EaaTIﬁﬁs_JncnﬁéuviLLx
SLA, I' 2 5
g, UEATHER REPORTED AT QUANTICO VA. AT 2039E 25028 THIN
SCTD VSBY 15 MILES. PLUS, REPORTED TO OLMSTED FLIGMT SSRVICE BY
HASHINGTOR ARTC. '
11/0646Z JUL JEDLS



1o ONE OBJECT TO NORTH APPEARED LIKE NEADLIGHT OF AIRCRAFT BUT APPROACHED
TO RAPIDLY.TO BE AIRCRAFT LIGKT DRIGHTENED PERCEPTIBLY ON APPROACH

THEN CLIMBED VERY FAST BEFORE TURNING ﬂDﬂTHHEEt.HHﬁ APPEARED LIKE A NEZD
FLARE BEFORE DISAPPEARING. | 2

2. VISUALLY FROM AIR NATIONAL AIRLINES FLIGHT 42 LOCKIEED C-60 AT

PAGE THREE JEDLS 1iC

1589 FEET. ALRSPEED APPROXIMATELY 172 MILES PER HOUR.
23. FROM 2@18E UNTIL 2025E
4. 18 JULY 2018E |

——

5. 15 MILES SOUTH QUANTICO VA nppnchcax:c_cLIr;Ton INTERSECTION

" 2. OBJECT NORTH NEVER CLOSER THAMN 15 MILES APPEARED SAME ALTITUDE
AS AIRCRAFT. '
8. 1%
OBSERVERS VERE CAPT LUNDY AND LEON BLANKS PILOT AND CO-PILOT RESPECTIVELY
NATIONAL AIRLINES FLIGHT :2. WATIOWAL AIRLINES OPERATIONS JACKS LVILLE
“LA. ' ;
g+ UEATHER REPOLTED AT QUANTICO VA. AT 2030E 25028 THILI
SCTD VSBY {5 MILES, PLUS, REPORTED TO OLMSTED FLIGHT SERVICE BY
YASHLIIGTON ARTC.
11/86462 JUL JEDLS
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