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FM HQ USAF WASHDC  ~

TO JEDEN/CGAIRDEFCOM ENT AFB COLO

JEDWP/ATIC WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OHIO ATTN: ATIAA-2C

| 35433, FLYOBRPT MR H G BARNES SR CONTROLLER AT WASHINGTON NATIONAL

' AIRPORT OBSERVED THE FOLG FROM 245: HRS 1STH THROUGHTOUT THE NIGHT

PAREN THIS INFO RECD FROM MR THm‘lﬁS AT THE WASHINGTON CENTER PHONE RE

6131, EXT 251, WHO WAS READING FROM MR BARNES REPT @745 PAREN.
CAPITOL AIRLINES FLT 887 REPTD TO WASHINGTON TOWER THAT 7 LIGHTS
NO DEFINITE SHAPE- WERE FOLLWOING HIM FROM MARTINSBURG W VA TO
WASHINGTON, MOVEMENT NOTED UP AND DOWN AND HORIZONTALLY AS WELL.
ONE NOTED OVER HERNDON VA. FOLLOWED CAPITAL AIRLINE TO WITHIN &
MILES OF TDUCHDWP{:’ CAPITOL PILOT ESTIMATES ALTITUDE OF OBJECT
5808 FT. WASHINGTON CENTER RADAR SUBSTANTIATED ELECTRONICALLY
THAT OBJECT HH.IS_ FOLLOWING AS PILOT OBSERVED. PARA. HﬁSHIHG:I'ON CENTER | a
MONITORING ANDREWS FLT SERVICE HEARD THEM TALKING ABOUT OBJECT MOVE
ACROSS FIELD AT ESTIMATED 49@@ FT, DESCRIBED AS DOME-SHAPED, VERY
HIGH SPEED. MR THOMAS WILL SEND COPY OF REPORT TO AFOIN-2A2.
20/14172 JUL JEPHQ '
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Chief, Facility Operations Erach, 1547
Chdef, Washington Center = 9
Unidentified Targets, July 20, 1952

Attached is a copy of the report written Ly the Senior Controller

on duty, Harry G, Barnes, from approximately
: ;
23308 July 19, to OBOCE July 20, 1952.

Parts of this report have been given to Majer wWilliams of
Adr Force Intelligence, Lt. Col. Searless, Office of Public
Information, Department of Defense and to Mr. Raymond

Nathan, Well.
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At 23L0E (19th) Controller Nugent called my attention to several targets
observed on the VC=2 scope. Eight of them were counted and, although an
occasional strong return was noted, most of the targets would be classified
as fair to weak. After we had checked carefully on the movement (about 100
to 130mph) and confirmed our findings with what the Tower saw on the ASR,

I called NFS and reported it. This was about midnight EST. MFS later advised
that the nearest military base was supposed to handle these matters and to
call the BOF Intelligence Officer or AO, Thare was soms confusion for awhile
as to whether Andrews or Bolling was golng to make the rapurt, but it was
finally determined that ADW would handle.

I called Thorndyke and asked if they could see them and was advised they saw
nothing. Our HEW Haintenance then checked the equipment very carefully and
advised that it was functioning satisfactorily and confirmed it wvith a fellow
worker., (This lad tells me he has been working on this equipment for five
years, so guess he knows what he 1s doing). The targets were noticed east
and south of AN so we asked the ADW tower to look and see if they saw any-
thing, also asked AIM approach control to check scopes. AW had a lad on

the roof with glasses who spotted an object that looked to be orange in color
and appeared to be just hovering in the vicinity of ADW. They saw others as
time went on with varying descriptions. Nost of this information was given
to Thorndyke and MFS with the expectation that they would run an intercept.

The impression received from Thorndyke was to the effect that more information
was needed to order an intercept. I told them our equipment was giving us
good readings so we would be able to do any vectoring that might be necessary
but they seemed to be leaving it all up to Smoke Ring. As time wore on, pilot
reports were received - P807 saw 7 of the objects between Vashington and
Martingburg variously described as lights that moved very rapidly, up and dowm
and horisontally as well as hovering in one position and SP610 saw one come in
with him from around Herndon and follow him to within 4 miles of touch-down.
This was substantiated by Tower and Center radar,

In my conversation with MFS, ADW and the men on duty, we reached the point
vhere we wondered just how much of this could go on and for how long before
something could be done about it. I contacted Smoke Ring finally about 300est.
They were doing nothing about it so I asked if At was possible for something
like this tao. happen, even though we gave them all this information, without

anything being done about it. The man who was d to be in charge and to-
* whom 1 had been talking, sald he guessed so. Tﬁp:.;t-h-ruinu-mm
identified himself as the Coambat Officer and said that all the information was
being forwarded to higher authority and would not discuss it any further, 1
insisted I wanted to know if it was being forwarded tonight and he said yes,
but would not zive me sy hint as to what was baing done about all these things
flying around wWashington. He tried to assure me that something was being done
about it. I asked too how he was getting his information. He sald they would
get it from Thorndyke and AU<. We were than told by AW that they had no way
of forwarding it to them. Smoke Ring then said that they were not really
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concernad about it anyway, that somebody else was supposed to handle it.

MPS then said that ADW was supposed to have forwarded it to Intelligence
but when I checked with ADW (O505E) they said the AO had gone back to bed
and the report would go in later.: They confirmed the above b:; saying that

thay could not give it to anyone tonight. |

1t would be extremsly difficult write this so that it 1s in a loglcal
sequence due to the confusion t seems to have existed throughout the
whole affair., For exanple, ADW called us and asked what we wanted them to
do with the information we had given « (This took place after OS0SE).
At about 0530E Controller iiitchey yrted seeing 10 targets in the ﬂ.ciuitar
of ADW which was confirmed by the other man in radar and I went in and
counted 7 or 8 in scattered positions which indicated a very ra id movement
if they were the same ones seen near AlWi. This report was forwarded to both
ADW and MFS. It was at thistime that MFS advised they had determined that
none of the information we had been giving to AW was forwarded in accor-
dance with procedures. /FS advised however, that they were following up °

with their own report., |

At OS5LOE 7 targets counted in area.
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This quartet includes members of the crews who swooped over the. By

when “flying saucers™ were sighted. They are (left to right) Lt Wllll-, Atterso
Joseph Van Laecken, Lt, Andrew J. Sabatino, both radar observers, and Capt Jobn
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The above map thows where “Aying saucers”™ have been observed in thin area, Four or five of tha | '1,'
jects were seen near Herndon (dotted oval) July 20 and six days later 12 moce were spotted # W
All disappeared in a southeanterly direction. L v
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FM HQ USAF WASHDC
TO JEDEN/CG AIR DEF COMM ENT AFE COLC

s
JEDWP/ATIC WP AFB OHIO —
AR o /701N 54195 ATIC PASS T0 ATIAA=2C FLYOBRPT
REF AF OUT 35433 CMA 20 JULY 52 UNCLASSIFIED CORRECTION CLN “ONE
NOTED OVER HERNDON C¥A VA. FOLLOWED CAPITOL AIRLINE TO WITHIN A
MILES OF TOUCKDOWN CAPITOL PILOT ESTIMATES ALTITUDE OF OBJECT 509
FT SKOULD BE CHANGED TO READ CMA “ANOTHER OBJECT NOTED OVER HERNDOMN
CMA VA, FOLLOWED CAPITOL NATIONAL FLIGHT PAREN 610 PAREN TO WITHIN
4 MILES OF Tnl.icHJDmm. CAPITOL NATIONAL PILOT ESTIMATES ALTITUDE
OF OBJECT sﬁasMWE FORM 112 REPORT WILL FOLLOW
THROUGH NORMAL CHANNELS. |
22/23352 JuL JEPHQ
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from Andrevs. Andrevs AFB redar, according to the controller and later
memM,mmmpickw'MMM
their radar scopes. The next day, at 3:15 am. EDT, a Capital Airlines
m,mwmmmnm,wmmmu@u
between Washingtonm, D.C. snd Martinsburg, West Virginia. They were
d.u;.-udumrlpidlywlﬂﬂm:ﬂhnﬂmtnuy,umlu
hovering in cne position. Shertly thereafter, another airlines pilot
inhupdmmuml'umrtrmrudthtllid:tmmmmur-
craft from Harmdon, Virginia, to within four miles of National Airport.
All of this information was relayed to the Air Force Intelligence Section
mmmmmmmnmmmmmurn

The solution for these sightings was relatively simple and quickly
found. mmw,mﬁmmﬂm,-maummm
{nversion. Aan inversion involves a layer of relatively wvam air mrh.;rl?,
-murmﬂ-mumwﬂmwmmm
and reflect ground targets from great distances. Radar pulses normally
travel in a straight line and are thereby limited in range for picking
wmwmwmmm'-mm,uuuum g
-mth,uathnmuummmmmummm'sm'
m,mmmmnunmwtnp-hr
than mormal distances. The temperature inversion also explains the



ﬂmmmmm_m,nmtmtmmw
to parallel the earth's surfuce at greater distances and this cosdition
in many instances cause visual mirege.

Enclosed you will find a copy of the latest fact sheet, "Alr Force
UFO Report.” :

Kirby, I jope you find this information helpful.

WILLIAM T. COLEMAN

Major, UBAF

Public Information Division
Office of Information

Kirby Griffith
1103 Bakewell Avenus
Formml, Illinois
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