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A number of other publicized cases listed as “Unknown” were

in all probability balloons. Since a probability, however good, is not 7

the same as an established fact, these sightings remain in the Un-
known category even though their actual explanation is reason-
ably certain. Such a case was that near Hermanas, New Mexico,
which, like that a fow weeks carlier at Hamilton Air Force Base,
may have abeen stimulated by the 1952 saucer panic in Washington
(Chapter vu).

On August 24, 1952, an Air Force colonel was flying from Cali-
fornia to Georgia in an F-84-G plane at an air speed of about 290
miles an hour. At 10:15 (aar. M.S.T., when near Hermanas, New
Mexico, he ohserved two round, silvery objects about six feet in
diameter some two miles north of him and traveling east at high
speed; they showed no trail or exhaust. During the three minutes
they were in view, one object suddenly began a right turn while
the second accelerated rapidly; they changed in shape and in color,
became elongated and gray, and then disappeared. A few minutes
later over El Paso, Texas, he saw two similar silvery objects, also
traveling east. During the ten minutes they were in view, one object
seemed to climb straight up for 2000 or j000 feet, followed im-
mediately by the second one. Assuming that the same pair of ob-
jects was involved in both sightings, the observer concluded that
they were going much faster than any plane, and reported the
incident to ATIC.,

The behavior described is typical of that of balloons. Rising into
2 new wind stream, they may move rapidly and change their
orientation so that they look sausage-shaped instead of round; re-
flecting the sun at a different angle, they look gray rather than
silver. Investigators checked with Biggs Air Force Base, White
Sands, and E! Paso International Airport; both White Sands and
El Paso had relcased weather balloons at 8:00 that morning which
had traveled southeast and burst some time before the sighting at
Hermanas. Since no single recorded halloon could account for the
sighting, it was listed as Unknown [2].

This inquiry can scarcely be called thorough. Apparently no check
was made at Holloman Air Force Base or at more distant bases
whose weather balloons might well have traveled into the area.
The investigators apparently accepted the pilot’s assumption that
the objects in the two sightings were indentical and were therefore
traveling at incredible speeds; yet there was no evidence to support
the assumption. It is far more probable that he was observing two
sets of objects, not one. The estimates of size, distance, and speed
are all uncertain because no fixed reference point existed. The report
does not state whether the objects seemed to be above or below
the plane, and does not give the exact heading of the objects.

The objects looked and behaved like balloons. Another possibil-
ity is that they were fragments from the balloons that had burst
earlier; the observer was looking into the sun and could have mis-
interpreted them. But the explanation of this incident remains un-
known because too few facts were determined.
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24 Auguat 1952 Hermsnas, Bev Maxico

n A colomsl, flying & jet a/c, chetrved £ cbjests in the vicinity of Hermanes,
Nev Mextoo (31 deg 50 min /108 deg 2 =in ¥). The chjects sppeared to be rousd in
shape, silwer in color and spproximtely 6" in dismeter. He chesrved them to be
sppwoximately 2 miles from him between the howrs 1000-LL00MST on 8k Aug 52. The first
sighting was 1015-1018 MOT and the seccnd sighting 1025-1035 ST, There wes mo
visible mesms of propulsiem. One ohject seemsd to change its shape to & lomg grey
object while 1n & yight twm. 1 The chject (second cbject) also semmed to cheage sbape
when it scceleveted wery repidly. This object also seemsd to take the shepe of & long
mmmumu“u“ulhﬂ. The objects disappesred 3
minwtes from when first observed. After spproximstely T mimutes the cbjects resypesred
of vhich tim Whe chesrver s over KL Paso, Twxas. One chject seemed to olish straight
w 2 or 3 thousend feot and was Joined shortly theresfter by the other cne ia close
formstion,

The cbeerved sharsctoristics of these widentified objects were such thet would
lead 0 mo conolusicn, however, their speed was so much grester then the 290 WP
indtoated aiy mpeed of the observer and the fact that they could go quickly diseppesr
on w0 ccossions led the reporting officer to belisve that their flight espedilities
were grester then that of sny aiveraft mown to be flyiag today.

The ATI0 cheshed all possibilities of known cbjects in the alr in the vieinities of
the two sighting vith negative results.

Oomelusion:

Unleaows
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Two wmidentifisd objects were first cheerved viswally and vith binoculars at 1615

. FOOT for a period of 1 howr end 15 mimstes. They wre deseribed a8 silver in color,

olnsy cireulsr in shepe. They ware described as being 60 to 100' in dtemeter md tra-
veled at an estimted spoed of H0O to 450 MPE, No sownd was heerd., The cbjects were
moving from X to V. mmmhhn:mun.m-ﬂmm
at about 18,000', The two chjects moved to the W =i sppwoximately 15 miles passing
over head of the cbeervers. During this time the cbjest at about 18,000' reportedly
dove to the spgwoinste same 3 altitude as the lower chjest. When the cbjects reached
& point sbout 15 miles ¥V of the observers, they Degat manewvers similer to an alruraft
dogfight, After appearing to dissypesr into the sw momsntarily, the cbservers then
sighted the ssme 2 objects in the spproximate logation & at which they vere lost frem
viev. During the later period of cbservaticn, € additiona) objects of sixilar descrip-
tion were cheerved 15 0 20 miles W of the cbservers. This mede the total rise to 8
simtilsr cbjects obearved in this area. Thege additiomal 6 cbjects came into viev in
pairs - altitudes not estimated Wy the observers. These cbjects sppesred to e in s
dogfight. The cbservers stated that the objects took up a dlamond formation momemtarily
sovering an estimted b mile ayea, The observers also stated that the objects were
definitely not Jot o/ and had no vayor treils, mbwwst or sownd sad further stated
that it was defficult to follov sny one object for any length of time,

The veatber officer at Huxilton AYE yeported the weather as clear during the time
of sightting with mpgroximately 20 miles visiBility. The preparing officer stated that
this report indisates the possibility that the shjetts sighting sighted wre wenther
balloons .
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OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE :
OMAHA, NEBRASKA

DINC 35 ()
SUBJECT:s (Unclassified) FLYCBRPT

11 SEP1952

TO: ~ Chief,
Air Technical Intelligence Center
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base
Ohio

The attached AF Forms 112, Air Intelligence Information Reports
are forwarded as per instructions AFL 200-5, dated 29 Aprdl 1952,
subject, FLIOBRPT.

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL:
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* JOINT MESSAGEFORM

COMMUNICATIONS (ENTER WO, "

f——— P ACE ABOVE FOR COMMUNICATIONS CENTER ONLY

COORDIRATIONs
ATIAA
ATIA

FROM: (Originator) DATE-TINE GROUP SECURITY CLASSIFICATION
0 BI0OS AT KL PASO TEUS _ BY
: [[] wuwrieee aooness []ves =
.-‘ REFERS TO MESSMGE: ?
INFO:
mous Tmunm-l OB INTRLLIGRNCE OFFICE
f
In ﬂﬁdﬂﬂmﬂn“ﬂﬂnﬂdﬂdﬂn&“lﬁ;m

Hersanes, Wew Nexioo, and Kl Paso, Texas, request issediate informticn oo weatber
ballocn relesses from Kl Page, Texas, and Wiite Sands, New Nexicsy ares betwoen 0900
and 1100 KST this date and inoludes &) releass ine, b) treck, ¢) time of burste
¥are elustars of balloons released and were there amy irvepular launches on this date? |.
In reply cita Project Hlue Bock.

SECUNITY CLASEIFICATION

DRAFTEN'S MAME (end siguaturs, whem reguirad)

RELEASING OFFICER'S SMEMATURE

12 Lo SR —
| AZIAASS £5345

DD &% 173

REPLACES NME FORM T8, | MAY 8L

WHICH MAY DE USED,

ROBERT E, mimi HAJOR, USAF

MR- W 6. 6 covesumsst FeinTing SRFICE
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JWFBG 989

PP JEDWP lf/f

DE JWFBG 27

P 2018307 -

FTCORDIV 16 Bices AFB TEX LT

T0 CG ATIC WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OHIO \—

IDA 1551, PROJECT BLUE BOOK: REURMSG AFOIN-ATIAA-9-7-E FOLG INFO IS

3UBM: NEG WX BALLOONS RELEASED AT BIGGS AFB, WHITE SANDS, N.M. OR EL PASO
PASO INTERNATL AIRPORT BETWEEN §9@@ AND 1100 MST 24 AUG 52, FOLG INFO ON

_RELERSES PRIOR TO SUBJ TIMES IS SUBM: WHITE SANDS RELEASED 1 BALLOON | |

TYPE ML391 C/AM(73@) AT 2800 HST 24 RUG 52, RATE OF ASCENT 4137 FT/MIN}

SLRHT RANGE 15 60¢ YDS§ BURST ALT 56,603 FT, TRACK S.E. EL PASO INTERNTL
MRPURT RELEASED 1 WX BALLOON AT @882 MST 24 AUG 52, RECORDS NOT AVAIL ON
ON RATE OF ASCENT OR SLANT RANGE§ BURST ALT 25,770 FT. NO OTHER RELEASES

"IN THIS VICINITY DURING PERIOR 24 AUG 52, NO CLUSTERS OF BALLOONS OR

. YNOWN IRREGULAR RELEASES THAT DATE. END.
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A LONG GRAY OBJECT TWICE AS LONG AS WHEN IT WAS A BALL. THE OTHER

0
WPC10T ;
s ACTION =
VYBES 6
VDC126

JESTU 33 /

PP JEPHQ JEDWP JEDEN JEDMH 444

DE JESTU 4

P 2522257 zn/

FM CO 4@TH ADIV TURNER AFB GA

TO JEPHQ/DIR OF INT HQ USAF WASH DC

JEDWP/AIR TECH INT CTR WRIGHT PATT AFB ATIAA 2C OHIO b '

JEDEN/CG ENT AFB COLO

JERUIES $AG OFFVIT AEBMERR . .
- O « INT 875, FLYOBRT 1, 2 OBJECTS APPEARED To )

‘BE SILFER BALLS APPROX .6 FT IN DIA IN A FORMATION OF LINE ABREAST 4

|

...______.-....'_q-.-._.___..-l—..——-._-_—. -------- —— =

TO 5@@ YARDS APART, ONLY CHANGE FROM ORIGINAL SHAPE WAS WHEN ONE: TURNED
TO RIGHT IN FRONT OF OBSERVER, COL GERALD W JOHNSON, IT THEN BECAME

‘OBJECT CONTINUED ON ITS ORIGINAL COURSE AND GRADUALLY CHANGED INTO A
GRAY SHAPE, THERE WAS NO TRAIL OR EXHAUST OBSERVED. PROPULSION SYSTEM )

UNKNOWN., SPEED OBSERVED BY OBSR TRAVELING AT 29@ MPH INDICATED, IT

DISAPPEARED FROM HIS SIGHT 3 MINS FROM WHEN FIRST OBSERVED. SOUND
NOT APPLICABLE, MANEUVERS: ONE MADE A RIGHT TURN AND DISAPPEARED }

LATER. THE OTHER ACCELERATED VERY RAPIDLY FROM WHEN FIRST OBSERVED

m%ﬁg A INTERVALS;
AFIER 12 YEaRs,



- PAGE TWO JESTU 4@

. AS A SILVER BALL 6 FT IN DIA TO A LONG GRAY OBJ DISAPPEARING IN 3 MINS,
" AFTER 18 MINS THEY WERE AGAIN SIGHTED UNUSUAL MANEUVER, ONE
CLIMBED RAPIDLY, APPEARED TO CLINB STRAIGHT UP TWO OR THREE THOUSAND
FT, SECOND JOINED LATER IN CLOSE FORMATION, 2.)1515 Huugfr_fﬂ:ﬁ
“TINE 24 AUG 52, THREE MINS FIRST SIGHTING, SECOND SIGHTING TEN
MINS LATER 1#25 TO 1835 MOUNTAIN STD TIME., 3, FLYING FROM WEST COAST
TO ALBANY GA, VISUAL OBSERVATION FROM AIR 298 MILES PER HOUR INDICATED .
{35,000 FEET F-84G NONE. 4 33 DEGREES 58 MINS NORTH LATITUDE, 168
DEGRS 2 MINS VEST LONGITUDE, REF LAND MARK OVER CITY OF HERMANAS,
INEV MEXICO, LOCATION OF OBJ IN RESPECT TO OBSR APPROX TWO MILES AVAY
APPEARED BETWEEN TEN AND ELEVEN O'CLOCK AT APPROX 37,888 FEET FLYING
EAST, 5. COL GERALD W JOKNSON, 6. WEATKER VFR CLEAR FEV LOV

| —

'SCATTERED CLOUDS. VINDS FORECASTS SV THIRTY.KNOTS. AT 3%

Ty P e o o @

. |

7. MONE 8, NOT APPLICABLE, 9. INTERCEPTION NOT ATHRSNINSNUE 76
IFFERENCE OF SPEED. 18, LOCATION OF ANY AIR TRAFFIC IN THE GENERAL
AREA AT THE TIME OF THE-SIGHTING NONE KNOWN. AN ATTEMPT WAS MADE

TO CONTACT EL PAST RADIO CONCERNING ANY OTHER ACFT IN THE AREA VHICH

WAS UNSUCCESSFUL. AT 1825 MOUNTAIN STD TIME OVER CITY OF EL PASO

otle
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PAGE THREE JESTU 4@

weRgR

omcrs mpmnzgf HEN, I FIRST OBSERVED THEM THEY APPEARED IN THE
GEHERH. VICINITY OF THE POSITION OF WHICH THEY HAD DISAPPEARED,
1'r1nsr”anstﬁﬂtb “K"SHINY OBJ APPROX THE SIZE OF A BASKETBALL, |
1 OBSERVED THIS ONE FOR APPROX 5 MINS VITHOUT ANY APPARENT CHANGE
* IN ITS SIZE WKICH INDICATED TO ME THAT IT VAS TRAVELING APPROX
¢ THE SAME SPEED THAT I WAS, I THEN SAW THE SECOND ONE COME FROM IN
E:_Irnun'r OF MY NOSE MOVING TOWARDS THE FIRST ONE, IT CONTINUED TO CLOSE
UNTIL THE TWO WERE IN CLOSE FORMATION. THEY STAYED IN CLOSE FORMATION
'FOR TWO OR THREE MINS THEN ONE CLIMBED RAPIDLY WHICK APPEARED TO
BE STRAIGHT UP, THEN AFTER A MOMENTS DELAY SECOND ONE RAPIDLY CLIMBED
TO JOIN THE FIRST ONE, THEIR CHANGE IN ALT VAS APPROX TWO OR THREE
THOUSAND FEET TO APPROX 4@,@@8 FT. BOTH THEN APPEARED IN CLOSE
FORMATION AND THEY GRADUALLY BECAME SMALLER AND SMALLER AND
'DISAPPEARING AT 1@35, LAST SIGHTING THEM OBSERVER WAS AT 31
DEGREES 49 MINS NORTH 1g5 DEGREES 1§ MINS WEST,

r25!22292 AUG JESTU
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' . P B PROJECT 10073 WORKSHEET
I, GENERAL

T3 Yos
T Nakod Eye
L] Binoculars
O felescope
7] Theodolite
O Joa
ClBy One Set
ClBy Two Seta
CJBy Three Sets

5 .
; lﬁfﬂ Observed Object
(_!Interception Attempted
Intercept Attempted
[ Yes : e |
—A/C Serambled
CIVisual Contact Made
CIA/I Contact Made
Contact Made
a3 Mo
CMfrmal
_ [Clviolent
9. . ' (] BElinking

0. ] LE_:; %ﬂﬂﬂhﬂ:
' 1-5 Wmtes
[PVer 10 Mmutes

II. ASTRONOMICAL DATA

W]
L1ho
L1No
'i. O Sunrise
; [ Sunset
_ IIT, AIRCRAFT DATA
. [17. WERE AIRCRAFT NOTED IN AREA? ) Yes =l
| [_i0ne Alrcraft
i " (“)ore Than One Adreraft
I 18, il_g ANY SOUND HEARD? L "1 Yas
| 179, WENE THERE INDLCAITCNS OF HIGH BACKGROUND NOTSE" . Yos
20, WAS THE OBJECT VIERED ABOVE L50 ELEVATION? 1] Yes

ATIC Test Form ;’;31; (13 mug 52)
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CJ Probably Balloon
[ Posaibly Balloon

i {attach overlay) 3
V. EVALUATION

21, EVALUATION OF SOURCE: 7
@ fcellent (S Good
[ Good [ Pair
O Faiy (] Poor
O Poor [C] Insufficient to Evaluate
[ Unreliable
[ Extremely Doubtful
) Hoax

. 1

O ¥as Balloon

[ VWas Astronomical
[] Probably Ast::nomical
[C] Poseibly Asirvaosdcal

[J¥Was idroraft [ Other:

CIProbably Alrcraft .

[ Possibly Adreraft [ Insufficient Data For Evalustion
o O

| “TITC Test Forw 335 13 g 52)
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. SRS PROJECT 10073 WEATHSR DATA SHEET

-

1, DATE OF OBSERVATION |2, TIMZ OF 0 I |3+ STATION OBSERVING
R A N i e e A T
ALTITUDE VELOCITY DIRECTION |[. ~ALTITUDE VELOCITY | DIRECTION
(foot) (knote) 1 __(degrees) {foot) (knote) } (degrecs) |
0 25,000
1,000 30,000
2,000 35,000 30 | =225
J,GW &Q,Dﬂﬂ
4,000 45,000
5,000 50,000
6,000 55,000
7,000 60,000
8,000 : 65,000
9,000 70,000
10,000 75,000
12,000 80,000
14, 000 85,000
16,000 90,000
18,000 95,000
20,000 100,000
5. WAS AN INVERSION LAYER NOTED? CiTes Civo
(If yes, at what altitude? )
6. WERE ANY THUNDERSTORMS NOTED IN AREA? DYes (m )

(If yes, at what quadrant? ) _

7. CLOUD COVER: W’?’l g. ﬂsxwx WAS
—__ tenths at foot. tenths dt teet. | CAVV s,
e tenths at feet, tenths at feet.

9. COMLENTS:

ATIC Test Form 333 (13 Aug 52)
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OFFICIAL ATIC REPORT—EL PASO, TEXAS

An Air Force colonel fiying a jet observed 2 objects in the wicin-
ity of Hermanas, N. M. (31 deg 50 min N /108 deg 2 min ),
Aug, 24, 1952. The objects appeared to be round in shape, silver
in color and approximately 6 in diameter, He observed them
to be approximately 2 miles from him between the hours 1000-
1100 MST. There was no visible means of propulsion. Onc ob-
ject seemed to change its shape to @ long gray object while in
a right turn, The second object also seemed to change shape
when it accelerated very rapidly. The objects disappeared 3
minutes from when first observed. After approximately 7 min-
utes, the objects reappeared, at which time observer was over
E! Pass, Texas. One object seemed to climb straight up 2,000-
3,000 feet and was joined by the other in close formation.

The ATIC checked all possibilities of knowm objects in air
in the vicinities of the two sightings with negative results.

Conclusion: Unknown,
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