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Target observed on PPI scope of GOA unid
travoling nine zdles north of Tolyre Inter=
nationa Adrport at spoed LO-GD mph, MNumber
ol targols varled frca ona to thres, d.tdnnt-
held Jorastion,

size was sinmilar to retura fron
c-12l, A/E Target could not be sighted
visually, although it was plotted to bs at
an clsitude of less than 30007,
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1, Rebwra eould hava baen eaused oy
sigratory birds interfering vdch
normal funcilon of sot.
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This report concerns unidentified flying objects picked up by the GCA Unit

at Haneda AFB, Japan, and 'J.atnr ccntacted by OCI at Shirol AFB, Japan. Personnsl

| making the observations evaluats the contacts as baing most probably birds,
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1., The followlng letter concerning radar contact with unidentifiad objects waa
received from the 1503rd Alr Transport Wing (MATS), APO 226:

SOURCE: M/Sgt. Josaph F. Wehling AF 373,833 1956~1 AACS Detachment,
NCOIC, OCA team, Tokyo Internatlonal Alrport (Hanada AR).

SUNVMARY: At 20:15 LST, 2 September 1952 source observed an unidentilied
tarpot on the PPI scope of the GCA unit. When first cbserved the targot was 9 mliles
north of tha alnld traveling at an estimatad speaed of LU to 60 mlles per hour on a
heading of 90, at an sltitude of 3000 feet or lass (PPI scope does not give elava-
tions). During the next hour the number of targets observed varied between one and

_three. The original target remained on the scopes for 15 minutes while others were
visable for a full hour.

The targets did not maintain formation.

h Egct-u ug‘ﬂld in vlrinua directions but ramained in the NE quadrant from
the field (O

The range of the targets varied from 16 milea to 1/} mlle from the field.

'!hurn was no alrcraft traffic renorted in the local area at the time of
the sighting.

Sourca was unable to locate the targets by visual means,

The bLargets produced a clearly visable echo. on tha PFI scope about thes size
of that caused by a C-12l; aircraft.

The weather at the time of tha sighting was: Eatimatad ]D 000 hroken
clouds, visibility 7 nl.lnu. vind from NW at & mph, temperature 80° d-:m point T3°,

!n'urcl statzd that he was in telenhon2 contact with the ACAN unit at -
Shiroi AB (35 LSN 140 O1E) at the time the targets wers plecked up and that ths radar .
observers at that base also plcked up thes targets in the sama area, It was the opinl

of the source that the targets cbserved were birds. H2 could not however, account for
the large echo producsd by the objects. ' i

sideration might ba given to the poasibility that mlgratory bilrda which have arrivaq
from an area whare rnﬂlpmhiv«u material or clouds are present would produce a :ra.dnr

echo greater than that nnmnll:.r axpected. i

This report wWas not forwarded by electricall means due to the low avalu-tion
of the sightings and t.h- delay in receipt of ths report. [ '

COMMEN T BY mmim'un OFFICER: j /

1. Shirol ‘GCI'1s located approximately 22 miles Northeast of Haneda AFE, The
objects in tha Northeast quadrant from Haneda, would also be at rlnl-n range to Shirn
in the Snuthln;t. quldrl.nt of that station.

2. Thes "5" band radar used for GCA Search and for CCI 1is not belisvad to be
| normally capable of picking up birds with sufficient return to b2 noticeablej ho—v“r
it should be i:mtJ: that for this period of the year (Md-August tc October), the
Japaneas Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry states that there ara large numbers n;‘-\

.!

-u.,___,___ R

(Reporting Officer's Comment) From a standpoint of pure speculation con< 3
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migratory birds In the Tokyo area. These birds,

great size, ad are often larpar than =aples,

their altitude varies “rom 1000 to 10000 fect,

Their flights penerally take place from sunsst to

mostly SNIPE and PLOVER, srow to
They fly towards tha South in groups

midnight ard
On long distance flights the altitude

is usually 600C ta 10000 feat, whi

le the altitude when circling in local areas is

F—

generally much lcvar, Ir addi:icn, local owls and hasks often circle in the areas
near the land at night,

\
3+ This ccrtact was in aporoximately ths same
52, and reportac on FEAF IR=-35-52, dated 12 Aug 52.

Sl Wby m—

Captain, USAF ,
(ATLO)

position as the contact on § Aug
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¥IXJBRPT
Tokyo Intermational Alrport, Japan Hq, Pasifia Uivialon, NATS, Hickam AF3,T.h.
15 Zepteamber 1952 9 Sentenver 1752 F=2
Jobn E, khede, llajor, UZAF Indigated ia ropcrt

Tnla 19 a FIXOSAPT, rocelved this hoadquarters, from 150lat Alr Iracsport
Group, Travia Alr Foree Zase, California, v 12 Saplembar 1952, 2ates of inloremation,
9 Sontember 1952. iio distribution by thia hsadquarters other Lhian to ATS agencles,
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IR-584-52

ELM:I# Division, LTS, s
hiickem AF3, T. He 2 2

EJURCE: [!astar Cergeant Joseph H. Vehllng AF 37344833 195561 ALLS Detaghment,
HS2IC, GCA Teaa, Tolgyo Internatlional Alrport (ilapada AL)

l. At 20315 LST, 2 Saptember 1932, source cbasrvad an unldantilied barget on
tha °7L soope of the GCA unlt, “hen {irs% cbaserved ths {arget vaa ? nmllos north
cf the field traveling at an ostimated cpreed of 40 to &0 milea per Lour on a haading
ol 90“, nt an altituds of 2000 feat or less {221 scope dees nct glve slavatlons).
During the next hour the nuaber of targstia observed varled Lelwssn cne and thres,

The orijinal target remalned cn ithe scops for 15 minutea while cthara wera vialbla
for a Tull hour,

Re Tus targeis did not malubtala formation,

b, Tarzata moved in various directlons but rsmained ia ths LE Jualdract
from the flold (3° to 50°),

e. The rangs of the targeta varled from 16 alles ta 1/4 miles iroa the
flalﬂ..

d. lhere was no alreralt trailfis repgorted in the losal nrea at the Line

of the aligating.
0, Source was unable to loocate the targeta by visual woans,

£. The targsta produced o slsarly visible echo on the PPI saspe about
thae clze of that caused by a C=124 alraralt,

g« The waather at the tine of the sighting wass Istinated 10,000 Lroksn
elouds, vialbility 7 miles, wind from Md¥ at 6 mph, temperature 25°, daw point 73°,

2. Souree stated that Lo was ia telophone coniact with tha ACZN wmit at
Shirol AB (23 4% 140 01Z) at the tize ths targets were ploked up ard that the
radar cbaservers at that base aluo piozed up the targste in the pane arsa.
the cpinion of the cource that tha tarzste observed were Lirds,
howevar, account for the large echo produsced by the objeots,

It was
iia could not,

FZICER: YFrem a standpoint of pure speculation, conaidera-
tion migab glven to the poseliblility that migratory birds which hava arrived froa
an prea whare radioscgtive naterial or alouds ars present would produce a radar echo
greatar than that normally expectied,

This report was not forwarded by elactrical means due to the low evaluation of
the sigatings and the delay in recelpt of the raport.

JMN E, FHOLS
Fajor, WOiF
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