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2, LOCATION

BARTER ISLAND, ALASKA

6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION
GROUND VISUAL

7. COURSE
EAST

8. PHOTOS

O Yes

_R Ne

9. PHYSICAL EVIDEMCE

O Yes
O MNe

l

3. SOURCE 10. CONCLUSION

2 AP Pilots BALOON

4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS

ONE

5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION (11, BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS
MBEN TEN MINS

found brilliant obj appeared to be a falling leaf.
Obd hovered a few seconds and began %o climb with zig
zag maneuvers disappearing at a high altitude,.
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ATTN ATIAA=-2C , AACID-42237 FLY OB RPT. FOL REPT REC FR CO 5*4;’ -
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AACS DET BARTER ISLAND, UNRDENTIFIED OBJ AT THIS STA 2814502 ¢ [
FIRST SIGHTED AT APPRX 3008 FEET DESCENDING FR THE WEST
FALLING LEAF PATTERN, DESCENDED TO APRX 2992 FEET OVER THIS STA
AND HOVERD, HAD BRILLIANT ORANGE WHITE LIGHTS WHICH WAS FLASHED
. SEVERAL TIMES, ATTN WAS ORIGINALLY DIRD TO THIS OBJ BY
" .SOUND SIMILAR TO A HELICOPTER, THE NOISE WAS NOT LOUD AND WAS
NOT AUDIBLE ABOVE AN ESTD 5082 FEET, THE OBJ CLIMED BACKUP DOING
SAME PATTERN AS DESCENDING AND IN ONE HALF MILE
gr ggnrmu ELEBEE T0 A{Rx 1 5622 gzm. :_THETFgDiIE cuﬁém
PEED INCREASED AS IT CLIMBED TO THE EAST AT 814587 THE QBJ. .. -
WAS OUT OF SIGHT , SIZE WAS ESTD AT APRX C~47 ACFT %ﬁCLASSIFFE@
DIMENSIONS, THE WEA AT TIME WAS 5200 SCATTERED WITH A SURF .
_+ VISIBILITY OF 7 MILES. THIS OBJ WAS VIEWED BY TWO RATED PILOTSM.

. WRITTEN REPORT FOLLOWSOWSASRADED AT 3 YRAR INTERVALS} !
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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Captain R. E. Barnes, ani lst Lt.3riffin
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Setween 14502 and 15702, 8 Fahruary 1952, tun rated pillots r-oort sbserving ar

unidentified fl7ing nbject 31:. Sarter Islanmd, Alasza (70 29! N - 143 ' 321t U)., The
object, a round white 1lish%i, was seen by Ane nzssrver ar ten (17) min:t&s and by
annther nbhaarver far two ( | '-"'".1. pg, Thla st Mtins mavy have Bocn the lit ana
PIZAL upper air soundin-, which was rﬂ:mr*e.‘l" released at 03 15152, &
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Intellizence Directarate, Hq, AAQ IR-2-53 b Y 5 o

The fnllowinz report i3 cased on personal irterrnzation of the s~urce (Captain
Fobert T. “arnes) and has been reviewed by snurce {or acsuracy and c-mrleteneas.

: On the mrrning of 8 February 1953, Captain Parmes was thawinz and heatins a C-\7
| AP9215 at “he Sarter Island alr strip, Sarter Island, Alaska, Zarnes was warkineg in
| the rizht uﬁeal well when he he2ard a nolse which sannad th be nut ~f synchronizaticn
with the Harmon NVelson heaters runninz nearby. FHRe ducked nut of the wheel vell and
walked ~ver %o the heaters located in frant of the let main gear, He i-mediately
»palized that the new noise was not caused ty the heatera, "t was emanating froem a
larze, round, brizht object, which was descerdin: over the builiinr ares avoroximately
3/4 mile away. The time was 14502 (0450 local) ty Captain Sarmes' watch, which he
states waulld be accurate to within plus or mimus three ainutas,

When firat seen, '-"-L:"‘*n estimated the abject io be acnroaximately 5000 Teet, It
7as descendinz in a sart »of fulling lea”™ caitern except that there was no upward swing
t the and of each sids t,r:- side movement as in a true falling leaf descent, Captain
Sarnes estiuated distance covered oy the 3ide to side movementa at abet 200 feet,

Within aporoximately 45 seconds, the object had reached an estimated 2000 faet
iirectly nver the bullding area where it hovered for aporoximately 45 seconds., At
this poin%, the object blinked out twice for intervals estimated a' 1/50th of a
second., The object was deacribed as round in shape and brilliart white in color.
Snall ray-like appendages ajpoared on elther lower side (see sketeh) which Cartain
Barnes could not accurately dsacribe as lizht beams or solid material. Tkey were
definite in shape, as he nntel in the sketch. He c~uld make out these aprendazes
only while the nbject was balow A70C feet,

I The cnler of the light was similar to that of white hot metal except that it
did not appear to i1lluminate the area and left absnlutely nn afterglow vhen it
blinked out. FHe descrlbed it as a cold but brilliant l1ight.

Cartain Barnes estimated the size as amaller than a C-47 or aprcroximately 30
to 40 feet in dimmeter. Cactain Barnes feels that his estimates for the size and
altitudes of the object are valid due to the sound and the fact that the object later
pllﬂd directly overhead.

Thu object seemed tn be affected by the wind =3 it havered at 2000 feet, anrd
Captain Barmes stated it acted at all times lice some sort of controlled eraft, Aftsr
apparently drifting while hovering at zero speed, the object meved about 50 feet
aZainst the wind to near its original position.

The sound emanating from the object was described as not loud tut a deep, heevwy
irund such 23 large concrete-mcounted selectiric generntors would make while cperatinz.

Aftar hovering for actraximately 45 seconds, the object began to clinmb cut using
-8 same taliarn ag it did for the descent. The climbout was nnt at a 2igh rate of

oeed and the variical movament was gresater than the lateral m-vement, 13 1% aseendad
~d moved awar o the Fagt, the nhject s*FﬁEd to tack in order +~ maintain the Baster-

PUrse , iring the ascant, the nbject blinked reguiarly at a-eout one minugte in-
“arvals, hen blinking, the 1lizht wou 5. atay off abrut 1 or 2 sechnds.

During 1ts climbout, lst Lieutenant lewia ®, riffin was drivinz a weasel fram
tne buildins area down to the aireraft. When he arrived, Captain Sarnes pointed cut
i the object for Lieutenant Griffin., At this time, the cbject was directly ~verhead
=t an estimated 10,000 to 15,000 faeu., and the time was 0458 loczal by ! Eutenert

| Jriffin's watch. (NOTP: T !mri‘mﬁnﬂf Gl PPEy atotos hie srakah midald hose bomen ol sack
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‘three mirmites fast), Captalr Barnes 4id not nnte the time of disap-erance. The two
ohservers continmued to watch the lizht for arproximately twn more minutes, as 1t
traveled Easterly blinikdnz as it went and disappeared Iin the distance. As it mscend-
ad, the abject seemed to plcit up speed; the 1liiht di-med sozmewhat and took on an
crante tint,

Captain “arnes 15 an F-34 Jjet pilot with 9 years servics and 1,70 hours of fly-
ing time. He has “een stationed 4in Alns’ca since Auzist 1950, TCaztain “arnes has
read and heard accounts of {lying saucers ond ias a prraal nter=at ‘= zuch evants
=13t has never seen amythins si=milar to the ahjact razaried harein,

Iieutanant Oriffin was interviewed przapdinz “he shservatison and wo2ili-d hia
vortisn 2 the aizhting as described by Captaln Zarpeas. iriffin asaw the nbhject
iirectly overhaad when Captain Barnes rointed it -~ut and watched it {~r about twe
ainutes, He felt it imposaihles for himgell in estimate the =2ize, altitide and speed
3§ the nbject, since he had no ilea ~f vhat tke ohjsct was. e d4id state that it
atpeared lar-er than a larse atar, The weather acenrding to Lieutenant 2riffin was
CATU.

Ileutenant 3riffin is a pllot with aotroximately 1120 hours {lyinz time, He
has a total of 10 years service, 5 years »{ which have been nn active duty. He has
been stationed in Alaska since December 1951.

The fallowing weather sequences were renarted {rorm Sarter Island a2t <he tires
indicated:

08/1.30Z 5000' scattered, visibdlity 7 miles, very iight snow, wind S
9 Knots temrerature, =29 dew point -37° ;

08/15302 5000' scattered, visibility 7 miles, very lizht snow, wind SW
8 Knots, temperature -32 dew point —42°

Following sre winds aloft from the 0£/1500Z sounding:

5000" 170° 8 Knots /
10000 2303 37 Knots
17000" 220 40 Xnots

The fallowing infarmatinp regardinz the 0815002 weather balloen release was
! supplied 5y the Barter Island Weather Detachment:

i

A, Fxact time »~f relsase nf 8 February 1953 zal-on was 1515 Z2l: pius or mimas
1 mimates,
»
>vmding was PIBAL, ith 170 o red “alloon,
e 1iloon was lizhtad.-

d. The ascent was unusual only In that, with lizht varianle surface winds, the
ind direction swvunz thru 360 degrees between surface anxl 7000 feet level.

_ e. Tae complete ende of data of winds alnft Car this ~hservation is as fallows:
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BTI 15 02308 13341 20903 31217 41308
51708 62212 72320 82321 92330 99991
02337 22237 L2213, 62231 82240 99992

02248

COMMENTS of Preparing Officer:

Althou-nn the time of sishting and time of PIFAL release does not correlate exactd
ly, many other factors such as rate of movement, course »f travel and ascensicn rate
sesm to arrsa with the FIFAL sounding. Persnnnel of tha 7th Alr Weather Crcun state
that the exact time of relesase as reported 0y the Barter Island Weather Detachment
may possitly be the time that the sounding was completed instead of the time that
the soundingz started.

In rezards to the sound rercorted, Captain Barmes agrees to tihe vossibility that,
due to his initial surprise at seainz a strange light, he may have Jumped to conclu-
sions in asscclating the sound with the 1lizht,

Captaln Barnes feels sure that the object was descending when he first noticed
it. However, the possibllity exists that an 1lluslion of descernt may have been
created Ly the lizht variable surface winds and the resultant changes in direction
of travel of the ballon.

The falling-leaf pattern and blinking of the lizht esuld have h=en caused by
the u.e:l]_'la’tinn normally associated with PIPAL releases.
a%iduring all factors, it is the opinion of the preparinz officer that the
object. sishted was probably the light from the 081500Z PIBAL sounding. The obser-
vers and the preparing officer will witness a PISAL release from Merrill Fleld in
o!ﬁrto determine if any uimi].nrit.]r exists.

1m~n-1a felt that the importance of this report lies in the fact that a qualified
asrial observer may have mistaken the light on a PIBAL for en unconventional flying-

aw

WINSTON E. BOUTELLE
Captain, TSAF

Chief, ?1:1:3 Poliey and Collection Div,
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Barter Island, Alaska & February 1953

I. Description of Incident

Two pllots from this station made a ground-visual observation of an uniden-
tified aerial object coming in over their base in a falling leaf pattern from the
west., Time of the obsarvation was 0450 local. It hovered, consisted of brilliant
oranges white lights seen for a period of eight minutes aftar which the object
climbad sastward and disappeared. Throughout it gave off a noise similar to a
helicoptar's and was estimated by the viewers to be the approximate size of a
C-4;7 aircraft.

II. Discussion of Incident

]
This report is on the brlef side and gives no information on air traffic at
the time of sighting. It is possible, howaver, that the above-average sources may
have ocbserved a helicopter and bacame confused. Any evaluation will have to be
based on additional information on-helicopter traffic which ATIC has requestod.

III. Conclusion
Insufficient data.
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ot 1, 14 FEBRUARY 1953 SIOETINS
DATE - . LOCATION : Y% © QBESZRVER ©. ' EVALUATION
Poa - o ) X
" Feb Syracuse, New Yari Gabn . Other {COXFLICTING naT }
Feb *  Finland AFS, Minnesote ' Grourd (RADAR) ‘Radar Intorference
0 RRE man-_m.ue, Fennsylvania Ripple: Astro E:-mrs;'*.':-:r:us}
-1 , - ‘SBaratoga Sprizgs, New rom .. -Beysks -, e Astro (JUPITZR)
Terre Haute, Indifne : Air Visusl * °*. * 1. Alreraft
: B. Astro (JUPETER)
2. M.].nntie Ocean (A::cident] Lﬂtte- fro= Zovazd Kaufmer (INFO) ‘
2 1 Victorville, Califorania - , Milftary Air (POTO)  Belloon
g Inaamzﬂin ' Multiple Insufficiest. Deta
|| 3 ¢ Ground (RADAR) UMIDZRTIFIED '
3 -Diet.rich, I*ahn ! Sol1tYIae-Chapiin Ballpon '
.3 Pepperell’ Raufmdland mc:-:ardann Astpo (VEXL3)
-3 ; Remsey, New Jersey * . Eerdrick _ fstro (HITE3R) '
i # Yuma,” Arizona - l'.irmm I’ USTIDERTIYID
- - Blythe, California S s ¥ilitary Adr * " Balleon )
4 lancester, Pennsylvaria ' tu‘. ople. | Insufficient :..::.
L Maxwell AFB, Alabama : . Mlitary? ! ‘Astro {I-;-:T.Z.‘B—\]
6 Truk Atall, Pecific . » . W Buresu G“r:l‘.cf.al . Adrcoaft -
6 Roselia, Washingioa . Milltary Alx - Balloon
6 Kingz Salmon, Alaska Burris : Astro (STAR/SLUZT)
- T . mniu\m 4 T . Adr Visusl ¢ Astro {VZNUS) :
. . Grhund (RALZR) ! Otner (Flase Targots) {
T- fokxaido, Japan , Groun? Viedqat il Astro (RGUILE] - | :
. B A .. Ground (RADZR) ! Other (WX Em.T,.-.}
T Corhin, Kentucky " r - Stgte Police " Insufficiens Da
'8 Barter Island, Alaska ,  MlMtary Rir Balleon °
g Doobins AF3, cmmn 3 ¥ilitery i\ Aatro fSTR:iEJ:-Ll.l._-‘.TE}
9 . Cherry Foint, Forth Blm_im {C: WI0) Miiizary Ar '
] _ Dobbins AFB, Eﬂrgia Williewson d Astm'(J‘d?IT;Et} oy
b P 'Misava AB,’ Japan Ground (PADAR) Tnsuficient Zota
.10 Richmond, Virginis ; Civilian Guards ., Other (See=chlights)
10 laurel, l&::i‘.'.m Gejae : Astro (VIIUS)
1 Olean, ‘New' York ; Bredley Insufficie=t Dat
» 11 Hacptonville, Kart? Carolina Palts Insufficient 35';3
11 Tunis, Libya : ¥ilitary Air Astro (VE2rUs) :
11 E!tr;ch ASFB, Florida . Hiligary Insufficient Cats
11 Great Fells AFE, Moatana mesbeke Adrcraft|
i 12 Misawa AB, Japan Mlitary Astzo (VBwus) .
: 12 Lake Charles, loyieiana _ .04 & Air Visual ! A..t.m (¥592GR) |
12 Vichy, Missouri Military Alr - {va.».us} |
13 ¢a.rﬂw11 M’BiT Texas . . 'Gd Visual - Rath .Ai
.| 4 J Ground (RADAR) . 'Otner (Ground 7 '"»31:.3:}
13 llhtlrshu‘g, Virginie Yarosl' "L -2 Astro (¥=T203) -
13 San Francisco, California Multiple Other (Iavarsion Elfects)
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