Missile Flight
Safety Chief Reports
Sighting of Large UFO

Nathon Woagner, missile flight safety
=hef forthe ‘White Sends Proving Ground,
~qs reported the sighting of a "lerge, un-
cenrifiable cbject" between Las Cruces,
New Mexico and El Paso, Texas. This
report has added importance Secause of
Mr, Wagner's sratement regerding the
sossibility that scacesnips may be involved
‘'n near collisions on airways. . (Story in
this issue)

According fo Mr. 'Wagner, his entire
femily sow this Ia"'e UFO for 35 to 40
seconds on July 24, 1957, ‘When first
sighted, the ou‘e-:r was heading east
roward the Organ Mauntains, The missile
satety chief wes driving to El Paso when
*he UFO was first sighted by his wife, then
>y ooth their children.

Mrs. Wegner, the missile expert said,
called it a "fiying saucer.” All agreed
rnat it was not a familiar shepe. The UFO
~cs traveling so fast that by the time Mr.
‘Yagner had stopped the car for a good look
't had vanished, ®
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SCIENTISTS SAY NEAR COLLISIONS
MAY INVOLYE SPACE VEHICLES

Congressmen Investigate Casas

The passibility thet spaceships may be involved in some near collisions on alrways
was been publicly stated by Dr. Clyde Tombaugh, discoverer of the plaret Pluta, ond
Mathan Weagner, missile flight chief far the White Sands Proving Ground,

The two scientists mode this suggestion after news reports on recent near collisions in=
cluding rwa clase brushes by American Airlines and Trans=World Airlines planes over Texas.

OF special interest is the fact that several Congressmen participated in the hearing

canducted by American Airlines and

that Representative Horry G. Haskell, i A

(R.~Deloware) made on investigation of the TWA case. To date, none of the Congrassmen

has made any statemant on eithar case,

In the first case, @ DC=6 aircoach with 85 persons aboard barely averted callision in
early morning darkness with what news stories called "a mysterious unidentified aircraft,”
Two persans were hospitalized ond several shaken up when Coptain Ed Bochner dived the

airliner ta avoid a collision.

In the second incident, several of the 34 passengers aboard @ TWA Constellation air-
I'ner ware thrown into the aisles and two suffered minor injuries when Coptain G. M.
Schemel dived 500 feet to aveid hitting an unidentified object. Schemel told investigators

he had no idea what the object was.

The suggestions that space vehicles were
sighted were made in statements to the
El Poso TIMES.

"I den't went to start o scare, " sald
missile safety chief Wagner, "but | would
tay it is @ reasonable position io toke to
say that such a craft might have been in-
volved in some aceidents, ™

Astranomer Clyde Tombaugh, Former
read of the Armed Forces search for un-
known natural satellites, stated the same
opinian,

"It is not at all out of the question,”
Or. Tombaugh seid, “"that the phenomena
ctserved by these airline pilots may be
related to the question of space travel,®

The Civil Aeronouties Board informed
MICAP just before this issue went to press
that the objects in both coses were still
unidentified. But there isrelicble avidence
sxglained later which indicates thar the
American Airlines incident was a con=
ventional necrcollision berween airliners,

The TWA case, howewver, :eems ot this
fime to be o bona fide UFO encounter.
The focts s related by TWA Coptain G.
M. Schemel and s stated In a CAA "Near
Miss Inzident" report dated July 24, 1957,
cre g3 follows:

At about 2215C(10:15 pm Central Time)
WA Flight 21 en route fram MNew Yark to
Prosnix was flying ot 15,000 feet over
Amarilla, Texcs. The airliner, o four=
angine Constellation, was carrying 34

The sky wes dark, with thin

scattered clouds, ond Coptoin Schemel
wos operating an IFR (under CAA Instru-
~ent Flight Regulatiors) although the

ibility was 15 miles plus.

15 mile
ility—an ohjsct with red and graen
" sppeared directly aheod. [t wos

wing et the same altitude on what Coptain

scremel collad “a collision course. ™

suddenly = considering the

"The ebject went overheod,” Captain
Schemel stated later. "I have no idea
what it was, "

According to the CAA report, eight
passengers and two hostesses were injured:

"One elderly lody wes thrown ogainst
the ceiling, receiving o bad heed cut.
Seven odditional posengers and two host-
esses received bod heod bumps and bruised
hips and legs."

Meither Captain Schemel nor his co-
pilot would identify the unkrown object
s another gircraft, A check by the Amar-
illo CAA communications station showed
that the enly other known traffic was a
USAF K=97, 45 miles east of Amarilla at
17,000 feet, This hos been ruled out by
the CAB (Civil Aeroncutics Board) investi=
gotion end no conventional aircraft has
been locsted as having been in the area,

In the AA (American Airlines) cose, the
CAB hes Information clmost pasitively
identifying the “unknown" as an eastbound
four-engine airliner.

As correctly described in  press-wire
stories, the AA DC-6é circoach with 85
cocard narrowly averted collision near
Selt Flats, Texas, inthe pre=dawn dorkness
of July 17, 1957,

Cap'@in £d Bochner dived the cirliner
from irs 14, 000-foot altitude when he sow
a green light chead, Ten pasmengers were
injured when thrown from their sears.
Though the weather wos clear, the crew
said the other aircraft epoeared without
Warning.

The preliminary CAA necr-miss report
stoted that on unidentifled B~386 wes in-
volved, A later check showed thot the
nearsst girborne B-34 wes several hundred
miles away, Afteroiurther check ruled sur
all military flights, it was discoversd that
e scheduled flight of an eastbound four-
engine airliner weas undoubredly the

"unkrown" though no negligence was
indicated. i

A comparisen of compass readings during
a conference betwesn the two airliner
crews, convinced the two captains that the
eastbound plane flying ot 14, 300 feet was
the one involved. The CAB report will
probably identify this plane in the next
month or so.

Mear collisian reports average obout
three a day, according to the Civil Aera-
nautics Board.

The lorge majority cre believed due to
heavy airline traffic and effar's ta salve
the problem are being made by all invalved
groups.

However, several necr-miss reports
oppear definitely linked with UFOs. In
some cases the unknown objects have been
reported @3 large as four-engine plones
end official checks have proved no such
aircraft were anywhere in the oreas,

Also there are fully verified reports of
UFQs approaching or pacing girliners. To
name a few:

The femous Chiles-Whitted Eastern Air-
lines case in 1948 when a rocket shaped
object with windows veered sharply tn
avoid collisien.

The well=known Pan American encounter
described by Captain Williem B. MNash
(NICAPSpacial Adviser) when a farmetion
of 100-foot discs flew under his DC-4
near Morfolk.

In all three of these cases the UFOCs
either veered to avoid eollision or evoded
the pilat's attempt to get claser, In the
cbsence of contrary evidence, it still
appecrs that any near-collisions with UFO:
are accidental,

It is probable that the increase in coan-
ventionol neor=miss reports will speed the
installation of anti-collision radar equin=
ment on all airliners. If so, this may
provide valuable data in regard to ipeeds
cnd meneuvers of eny UFOs encauntered,

On the some day as the Americen Air-
lines near-miss case, Dr. Clyde Tombaugh
told the Associcted Press it was ":hesrast
egotism for man to believe that the univarse
wes created for his special benefit, or aven
for life ot all.”

While there i3 no indicotion that this
was connected with his later comment on
the near collisions, it is encouraging to
note that Dr, Tumbaugh cantinues ta moke
his convictions publie,

Earlier this yeor Dr. Tombough stored
he hod seen zeveral UFOs and cdded:
"These things, which da appear to ke
diracted, are unlike any other phenomena
| have ever observed. .. ./No one 3 far has
sure-fire, absolute procol,...Other stors
in our galaxy may have hundreds of they-
sandsof inhabitable worlds, Rocesan these
worlds may have been chle to utilize the
tremendous omounts of power required ro
bridge the spoce between the sters.” =
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