UFO SIGHTING LA VAN, UTAH
18 April 1962
18/03192

This investigation in accordance with AFR 200-2 taped at the
Security and Law Enforcement Office, Hill AFB, Utah at 2320 hours
on 19 April 1962 by Douglas M. Crouts, Chief Criminal Investigation
Section, Security and Law Enforcement Division,

Captain Shields, for the purpose of this recording, would you
give your name, rank, serial number and organization,

My name is Herman Gordon Shields, AL 2210541, 1 am a pilot
with the 733 Troop Carrier Squadron, statéoned here at Hill AFB.

With regard to this object, would you describe the shape of
this object.

Do you mean after we saw the light, the object itself after
the llghtti %4

Describe the incident as far as the light and then the object,

I was flying a C-119 aircraft from the left seat, We were
appooximately two miles west of La Van, Utah flying at 8500 feet
MSL. Our true air speed was a little less than 170 knots, We
wergimaking a right turn from a heading of about 068 degrees to
165 degrees, We were approximately 25 degrees at bank on the air-
craft and we had turned for about 30 degrees to a heading of about
098 or 100 degrees, somewhere in there, when it began to get very
bright in the cockpit., The illumination was from above. It built
up slowly, My first impression while the intensity was low was
that it was the landing lights of another aircraft, Of course,
when the intensity increased this was ruled out automatically,

The cockpit was illuminated from above. In the C-119 aircraft
there is an instrument panel in the middle of the cockpit up

above on the ceiling of the cockpit, The light source was coming
from this area that was blanked out, in other words, straight
behind this instrument panel because neither Lt Larson who was

in the right seat nor I saw the source of the illumination, We
continued in the turn. The light intensity increased until we
could see objects as bright as day for a radius of five to ten
miles from the aircraft, This would probably be a diameter of
about twenty miles or so, Objects on the ground, on the hills
around us, were clearly distinguishable, Colors were distinguish-
able, It was as bright as daylight, The intensity of the light
diminished faster than it had increased., After the light had
decreased in intensity we were still looking for the light source,
and 1 noticed an object to my left between the wing and the lower
part of the fuselage of the aircraft against the hills, By this
time the light had decreased so that the hills were dark, It

was night again, And this object which I saw was illuminated,

It had a long slender appearance comparable to a cigarette in size--
that is,the diameter with respect to the length of the object,

The fore part, or the lower part of the object, was a very bright
intense white such as a magnesium fire, The second half, the aft
section, was a clearly distinguishable yellowish color, I would
say the object was just about devided in half, the fore part being
intensly white, the aft section having a more yellow color to it.
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There was only the one object?

One object was all I saw,

Were there any discernible features such as you find on manned
aircraft--wing section, tail,..?

Negative. I saw only a slender object. I don't know what the
shape was, It was only a slender object,

Did there appear to be any tail, trail, or exhaust?

Negative, There was no exhaust, no trail following after it.
It was clearly defined., I saw it for a period of maybe one to
two seconds,

Was there any sound?

There was no sound to the best of our knowledge. The aircraft,
of course, is noisy., We all had head sets on, But we heard no
sound accompanying the glow,

Was there any shock wave?

We felt no shock wave, The air was smooth and calm and the
aircraft remained such,

Were there any other pertinent or unusual features?

Not that I recall.

And the thing that first called you attention to the object it-
self was the intense light almost directly overhead?

That is affirmative,

Now, when you observed the object itself, eould you give any-
thing on the angle or elevation?

I can only give the elevation in terms of the aircraft attitude
and that which I saw it, The object, when 1 first spotted it, was
lower than the aircraft and it looked like it was at an angle
approximately 10 to 20 degrees from the vertical or 70 to 80 degrees
from the horizontal,

And what was the azimuth, the bearing, from the aircraft?

The bearing from the aircraft would be approximately 65 to 75
degrees from the nose of the aircraft, 1 believe the nose of the
aircraft was then about 130 to 140 magnetic heading, somewhere in
there,

And it was approximately the same angle, elevation, azimuth at
the time it disappeared?

That is correct, At the time that it passed from my sight,
eigher it disappeared or the aircraft got in the way of it, I
don't know what happened to it,

Would you describe the flight path,

The flight path of the object was approximately, from the way
our aircraft was turning--the light source was originally hidden
from us and then when I saw it, it was off to the left of us, I
would say the flight path of the object would be from the southwest
to a northeast direction,

The object, then, disappeared on the same slant (?)7?

That is correct,

And in what manper did it disappear--suddenly, fading out, or,..?

I don't know. To me it was just all of a sudden not there,
Now, I turned to check the aircraft as well as to watch it and I
don't know what happened to it, Perhaps the rate of turn of the
aircraft made it disappear from my sight, I don't know,
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Were you in a position where you could watch the ground?

I could not watch the ground immediately under me because the
aircraft was still in about a 25 degree bank. I could see the
ground to the left of me. However, everything was black by then
and I couldu't distinguish unless there were lights on the ground
{(?) by this time.

Then, there was oo indication of an explosion or any more light
when the object hit the ground?

No, I looked behind me and to the best of my knowledge, there
was no such explosion or any indication that it did hit the ground,
discernible to me,

You mentioned that at the time you saw this object that it must
have been lower than the surrounding mountains,

Yes.

And that the object was between you and the mountains?

There was a moon and we could see the black shape of the moun-
tains around us and the object was lower than the mountains to the
E of our position.

From the time the illumination began until the time the object
disappeared, could you estimate the time,

We estimated the time to be a minimum of 10 seconds. We did
this because we had better than 90 degrees to turn and we had
started to turn., We had turned approximately 30 degrees when it
started to get light and during this time we turned a minimum of
another 30 degrees, The aircraft was making close to a standard
rate of turn, perhaps a little bit less or a little bit more, I
don't know; but anyway, we turned about a minimum of 30 degrees
during this time and at 3 degrees per second we estimate that it
lasted about 10 seconds or longer,

With regard to the object itself, how long would that have been
visible?

1 saw the object for not more than two seconds, I think, This
is very difficult to estimate the time, but I don't think that it
was more thanm two seconds, It was moving rapidly, comparable to a
shooting star,

Would you give the type and number of your aircraft?

We were flying a C-119 aircraft, Our tail numbers 538093 and
our call sign for the night was "drumk 33," There were five persons
aboard including myself,

And the altitude was 8500 feet?

That is affirmative,

And the heading prior to the turn and heading of the new course?

Appréximately 068 degrees to a heading of 165 degrees.

And the speed was 170,

Yes,

And home station is Hill AFB?

That is affirmative,

In regard to the date of 18 April, the Zulu time would have been,.?

0319 Zulu,

Local time...7

2019 hours
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In regardto light conditions, it would have been night time?

It was night time., There is practically a full moon out tonight.
There were no clouds directly above us,

Is it possible to estimate ceiling visibility at night?

There was no ceiling above us., Visibility was very good. We
could see 30 or 40 miles without any trouble, There were no
obstructions to visibility at our flight level.

Now, at the time of the sighting, would you, agan, describe your
location with regard to ground objects.

We were approximately two miles West of La Van, Utah, There is
a road funning from La Van, west., It makes a 90 degree left turn
to a southerly heading. We were just short of that bend when we
made our turn,, fe rolled out, probably, right over the highway
when we tinallg éstablished on a heading of 165 degrees.

What is your age, Sir?

1 will be 30 in July.

You are a regular in the Air Force?

Negative, I am a reservist.

How much regular and reservist time do you have?

1 was commissioned in August 1954, 1 served three years on
active duty and I have been flying with the reservists since 1958.
I have about 2300 hours flying time.

And your civilian occupation?

I am an attorney at law,

You mentioned other crewmen. Would you give me their rank, name
and also duty station,

Lt Larson was the navigator in the navigator's seat, Sgt Stenquist
was the crew chief in the jump seat., Airman Jacobs was the student
crew chie? in the crew chief position., All are members of the 733
Troop Carrier Squadron stationed at Hill,

Did they all witness the object?

I was the only individual who saw the object itself, Of course
everybody in the airdraft saw the intensity of the light.

I think that will be all for the purpose of the recording.
Thank you very much.



