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New Sightings Put AF on Spot 
 
 In the past three months, a wave of important new sightings, widely reported by the press and in 
broadcasts, has caused a powerful change in the public’s attitude toward UFOs. 
 We have been offered new support by Members of Congress, scientists, editors, pilots, members of 
all the armed forces, and other responsible men and women all over the United States.  Over 7,000 serious 
citizens have flooded NICAP with letters, the majority rejecting the AF claims and asking for the facts.  
Scores of competent observers have sent us dramatic UFO reports, some hidden by the AF.  We are still 
deluged with requests for interviews-press, TV and radio. 
 
 All these developments have swamped our limited staff and thrown us completely off schedule.  We 
sincerely apologize for the enforced delay in publishing the UFO Investigator.  Following this March-April 
issue, another – already being set up – will be mailed by April 30, another in May, to make up for the two 
missed issues and put us back on schedule.  The November-December number had to be scrapped because a 
sudden influx of news made it out of date.  An even greater sighting outbreak early in 1965 blocked plans for 
a double issue.  We thank you for your patience, and we hope the unusual news in this and following issues 
will in part make up for the unavoidable delay.  
 
Cases Prove UFOs Real 
 
 The following cases were selected from numerous recent sightings because of their special 
significance.  Others are described in separate stories showing unusual aspects, reported landings and other 
angles. 
 On Jan. 5, 1965, a strange round object flying at terrific speed was sighted at Wallops Island, Va., a 
rocket-firing station operated by NASA (National Aeronautics and Space Administration.) 
 At 5:46 p.m., an Arcas rocket was fired, burning out in about 28 seconds.  Ten minutes later, the 
huge UFO appeared from the southwest, streaking toward the station.  It was first sighted by NASA engineer, 
Dempsey Bruton, Chief of Satellite Tracking at Wallops. 
  “It was a bright yellowish-orange object,” Bruton later told the NICAP investigator Leon B. Katchen 
(a NASA physicist.)  “It was moving at great speed – within six to nine seconds it was overhead.” 
 The UFO speared circular, - about one-fourth the size of the moon, said Mr. Bruton, but its brilliance 
prevented seeing other details. 
 Two confirming witnesses were located by Wallops Station security officers.  One, Dr. W. D. Lewis, 
said at the last moment the UFO shot straight up at tremendous speed and vanished.  Working out the 
reported times and locations, Mr. Bruton said the speed was “several thousand miles an hour” – possibly 
8,000, or higher. 
 (The AF, implying Bruton was careless or incompetent, rejected his report and said there was no 
evidence of any superior technological development.) 
 By coincidence, a Navy Department report on tracking UFOs went on the press wires minutes after 
the Wallops Island sighting.  This was cited in “AF INTIMIDATES WITNESSES:” here are the details. 
 The signed report to NICAP was signed by Bernard Sujka, a Navy CTO (Control Tower Operator.)  
its release was approved by Cdr. R. W. Cordon, Air Operations Officer, Naval Air Test Center, Patuxent, 
Md.  Mr. Sujka is a graduate of Air Traffic Control and Ground Approach Schools, and he is certified as an 
Air Traffic Control Specialist by the Federal Aviation Agency. 
 At 3:30 EST, Dec. 19, 1964, Sujka was on duty in the Patuxent tower, with two other CTO’s.  
Suddenly two big “targets – radar blips – were spotted – the largest the CTOs had ever seen on a radarscope.  
Coming toward the station, 10 miles apart, the unknown flying objects were making the incredible speed of 
6,000 knots –7200 m.p.h.  (By error, the speed was reported in the press at 4800 mph.) 
 Fifteen miles away, the two UFOs turned away.  On a second approach they came within 10 miles 
before swerving.  Finally, a single UFO raced toward the base.  Eight miles distant, it whirled through a 160-
degree turn – a fantastic maneuver at such high speed. 



 The radar was checked, found to be working correctly.  All three CTOs agreed the UFOs were real 
solid objects.  No malfunction or interference could cause such large, clear blips.  Their elliptical shape 
indicated the UFOs were oval-shaped, and their speeds proved them far superior to our fastest aircraft.  They 
could not be missiles; only some revolutionary type of machine could make such a violent turn and fly in our 
dense atmosphere without burning up. 
  Ignoring these expert opinions, the AF publicly blamed the UFO tracking on faulty radar or poorly 
trained Navy operators. 
 At the same time, the AF rushed out an “answer” ridiculing competent witnesses in a new UFO case.  
NICAP’s first lead came from Edward Knapp, Commissioner, Vermont Aeronautics Board.  Witnesses’ 
signed reports followed. 
 About 5:15 pm, on February 16, Dr. Richard S. Woodruff, State Pathologist, and a State Police 
supervisory officer were driving in a police car between Bethel and Randolph, Vermont.  Abruptly, a round 
object with a bright red light, flying at 200 feet, shot in front of the car.  Holding a straight course, it raced 
over the trees and vanished.  Seconds later, an identical UFO streaked overhead, then a third, both on the 
same course as the first. 
 The police officer, in his signed report, stated the UFOs’ speed at 2000-3000 feet per second – about 
2,000 m.p.h.  This is an estimate based on his observing and firing tracer bullets. 
 The UFOs’ speed, course and low altitude were confirmed by Chairman Hunt Wheatley, Randolph 
Center Board of Selectmen, and witnesses in separate cars. 
 In hurriedly debunking this report, the AF first stated: 
 “All sightings are objectively and scientifically analyzed …All personnel have open minds.” 
 It then “explained” the UFOs as meteors – without even questioning the witnesses. 
 Meteor falls are haphazard.  It is impossible for three meteors to descend in the same area, following 
identical courses and altitudes, at precise intervals. 
 In December, though many cases were hidden, NICAP had reports that sightings were increasing. 
Examples: 
 Dec. 19.  At 2 p.m., Dr. Anthony W. Schrecker, biochemist at the National Institutes of Health, 
observed three oval-shaped objects flying west at high speed.  “I am not subject to hallucinations,” he stated.  
“As a scientist, I can judge when I have made a valid observation.” 
 Dec. 28; report from a plane captain at Naval Air Station, Jacksonville, Fla.:  At 7:15 p.m., four red-
lighted objects swept in over the station.  “Before they turned,” said the plane captain, “the second object 
speeded up behind the first.  I waited for metal to fly – I thought then they were jets.  Instead, the two objects 
merged.  When they passed over again I saw they were too fast for any jets.  Then two more of the things 
came together.  They merged with the big lead UFO, and it took off, climbing fast.”  The witness mentioned 
that part of a space capsule, en route to Cape Kennedy, had been landed on the base that day.  “I’m not 
saying it means anything,” he added, “but both UFO passes were over the capsule.” 
 That same night, a huge disc, estimated 200 feet in diameter, was seen hovering over a Santa Cruz 
mountain park, in California.  In a report to NICAP, Tom Goold, head of a park maintenance group, said the 
giant disc descended to 1500 feet and was seen by five other men.  After a minute, it tilted upward, climbing 
swiftly out of sight. 
 Early in January, NICAP received a report from the captain of an airline Electra, describing a close 
encounter with an enormous UFO, which frightened him and his crew.  We are trying to persuade him to 
release his name to go with the detailed report which will appear in the April-May issue. 
 On Jan. 11, a hasty AF denial of UFOs over Washington, D.C. gave further indication of the censor’s 
growing tension.  According to witnesses, 12 to 15 UFOs, oval-shaped with an encircling flange, raced over 
the edge of the capital, vainly pursued by two jets.  Observers included several Signal Corps communication 
specialists of the Army Security Agency.  Their spokesman, Paul Dickey, is a graduate of the University of 
Maryland (electronics engineering), with six years in Naval Intelligence before his present position. 
 In a hard-boiled denial, the AF in effect called the witnesses liars: 
 “There was no such incident,” they told the press.  “It just didn’t happen.” 
 But NICAP already had confirmation from a well-known Washington writer, an authority on rockets, 
missiles and space.  Because of his Pentagon information sources, he asked that he not be named. 



 This was just a few hours before AF silencing of a Federal law-enforcement officer, briefly discussed 
in the “intimidation” story.  This officer had service in the Air National Guard, and is a graduate of his 
present agency’s training academy.  Here are the full details from his signed report: 
  About 1:00 a.m., on January 12, the officer was on duty, driving near Lyndon, Washington, when a 
bright light from the sky illuminated the ground.  Suddenly a large round glowing object, about 30 feet in 
diameter, swooped down toward the car. 
 “It was only 50 feet away,” the officer reports, “I thought I was going to collide with it.  Then it 
arced up over the top of the car.  I got out and saw it hovering two hundred feet above me.  It appeared to be 
disc shaped.  It was emitting a bright white light except for a round black spot in the center that was possibly 
10 feet in diameter. 
 “I could hear nothing while it hovered, but when it started to move I heard a sound like rushing air.  
After moving horizontally a fourth of a mile, it arced up and disappeared in the clouds in a few seconds. 
 “The Air Force contacted me next day and after a thorough interview admitted that they had located a 
UFO on radar that night.  They told me not to talk to anyone – above all, not to newspapermen.  This was 
mostly for my own protection, they said.” 
 Because he believes the UFO secrecy is wrong, this Federal officer would have openly registered his 
feeling, but it was decided “not to have the ---- (agency) or me involved.” The signed report ends. 
 (NICAP will seek a conference at the agency’s Washington office and ask them to confirm this 
report publicly.) 
  On the same night, according to reports NICAP is still checking, a similar glowing UFO (perhaps the 
same one) touched down on a farm near Blaine, a few miles from Lynden.  Reportedly, the farmer phoned 
the AF radar station at Blaine, but before investigators arrived the UFO took off, at high speed.  Where the 
machine had touched down, the snow was said to be melted and the ground scorched.  The farmer and his 
family (names in the NICAP interview report) are supposed to have been silenced for fear of panic.  We hope 
to verify or disprove this report in the next issue. 
 Three days after this, in strong contrast with USAF secrecy, the Royal New Zealand Air Force 
frankly confirmed a UFO report in an official release to the press. 
 “The RNZAF is investigating the mysterious objects spotted by a Quantas Airline pilot on his radar 
screen last night (Jan. 14.)” 
 The RNZAF Deputy Director of Operations, Wing Commander A. F. Tucker, stated: 
 “The sightings were made by an experienced aircrew.  We must take them seriously.” 
 The UFOs were seen by a Quantas Airline Electra crew about 8:50 p.m., Jan. 14, when the airliner 
was 300 miles from Auckland en route to Sydney.  The airliner’s radar showed the objects were flying in a V 
formation at 45,000 feet.  Adding to the RNZAF statement, the New Zealand Civil Aviation Department also 
confirmed tracking the UFOs by ground radar. 
 Instead of adopting this same policy, giving responsible observers credit for honesty and intelligence, 
the USAF spokesmen have increased their harsh debunking treatment, even ridiculing AF officers if 
necessary. 
 On Jan. 27, Maj. John Nayadley, a retired AF pilot who is now a NASA research engineer, sighted a 
fast-moving object at Hampton, Va.  At first, its speed led him to think it a “shooting star.”  But when it came 
closer, he saw it was a V shaped object with blinking red-orange lights on the outer edges.  The sighting was 
fully confirmed by another NASA engineer, A. G. Crimmins, Jr., who saw the UFO maneuvering close to the 
ground. 
 “It was zigzagging as if searching for a landing spot,” said Mr. Crimmons, in his report to NICAP.  
“I watched it through 20 x 50 binoculars and I could see the same flashing lights.  They appeared to be on the 
edge or rim of a rapidly rotating disc.” 
 After a brief touch-landing, the flying disc took off and rapidly climbed out of sight. 
 The AF quickly explained the UFO as a helicopter.  When an investigator from Langley AFB 
questioned Crimmins, he said that “no helicopters were flying at that time.” 
 But AFHQ still uses this false answer, ridiculing an experienced AF pilot and a NASA engineer as 
too befuddled or excited to recognize an ordinary “whirly-bird.” 
 Soon after this case broke, Maj. Hector Quintanella, UFO Project chief, came to Richmond to 
debunk the numerous recent Virginia sightings.  Playing up frauds, delusions and fake photos, Quintanella 



combined ridicule, evasion or denial of documented facts and claimed not a single UFO report had ever been 
proven true. 
    Most February and March reports are under investigation, will be covered in the next issue.  One 
case, now evaluated, follows: 
 On Feb. 16, a low-flying domed UFO was seen by a group of Boy Scouts at Groveland, Mass.  The 
witnesses, interviewed by Raymond E. Fowler, Chairman, NICAP Massachusetts Subcommittee, described 
the device as silver-colored, round – like two plates face to face – and as fast as a jet airliner, but larger. 
 The big disc was seen at 8:10 p.m., after a Scout Patrol meeting.  As it passed over a nearby barn, a 
large white light was visible at the rear, a small blue one in front.  After checking reports and comparing 
sketches of the object, Fowler was convinced the group had seen a typical flying disc. 
   
 
 


