
NORAD 'Red Alert' Hoax or Not?
OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla.

(AP) — The Daily Okiaiwman,
in its Thursday morning edi-
tions, reported an Oklahoma
City man said he heard a tele-
phone conversation Wednesday
night which appeared to be a
high-level communication in-
volving the North American air
Defense Command at Cheyenne
Mountain, Colo., several mili-
tary installations a n d t h e
White House.

The newspaper said later,
however, the Defense Depart-
ment denied there was any
high-level military commu-

nication involving a supposed
"red alert."

The senior director on duty at
NORAD underground complex
near Colorado Springs, con-
tacted by the newspaper, said
he was sure the purported con-
versation was "a ridiculous
hoax." The officer, who identi-
fied himself as a Col. Dooher,
also said that NORAD- does not
use telephone lines for secret or
emergency communications.

Bill Eckhardt, who the Ok-
lahoman said identified himself
as an employe of its advertis-
ing department, related that his
wife was talking on the tele-

phone at about 8:45 when the
purported military conversa-
tions began interfering on the
line.

Eckhardt said she called him
to the phone. The newspaper
reported he said he heard
voices of men who said they
were at Air Force bases In
Texas, Florida, New Mexico,
California and Colorado dis-
cussing a "red alert" and
"UFOs" approaching Los Ange-
les and Houston.

"He decided someone was
playing an elaborate practical
joke and hung up," said the Ok-
lahoman.

He related that a second
phone call yielded further inter-
ference from military conver-
sations.

"They were usually very
clear," said Eckhardt, "like a
normal conversation. Some of
the voices sounded like they
were being transmitted over a
radio instead of a telephone,
though."

A voice which he said was
from NORAD reported that two
planes or UFOs were downed in
the desert near Alamogordo,
N.M., and that some telephone
lines were down in Kansas;

Another voice, he said, re-
ported that two teams of spe-
cialists were being sent to in-,
vestigate the downed flying ob-
jects. A voice which he said
was from Houston purportedly
repeated several times, "This
is not a test. We are under red
alert."

Eckhardt told the newspaper
that toward the end of the tele-
phone conversation, at about
9:40 p.m. (CST), the Houston
voice said, "We have the presi-
dent on the phone. Go ahead
Mr. President.".

Then, Eckhardt related, a

voice which sounded very much
like President Nixon's, said
something to the effect of,
"This is probably the most un-
usual phone call I'll ever have
to make."

The conversation, it was re-
ported, then became garbled.

The voices had also related,
according to Eckhardt, that two
UFOs were flying over the Gulf
of Mexico toward Houston, and
that one UFO was flying over
the Pacific Ocean toward Los
Angeles.

Local military officials said
the possibility of NORAD lines

becoming crossed with private
lines was remote.

A duty officer for the Defense
Department's public affairs di-
vision in Washington, contacted
by the Oklahotnan, said the re*
port would be duly noted but
th&t chances of official com*
ment were nil.

A NORAD spokesman told
the Gazette Telegraph today
that "someone must have been
pulling his (Eckhardt's) leg."
He said that NORAD did not is-
sue any alert Wednesday and
that NORAD does not use the
term "red alert."

The Region's Leading News Source

"You were born to stand on your own
two feet, not crawl."

—George Boardman, Ph.D. GAZE
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Cold Weather Continues
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Coloradoans, who traded high-
ly destructive winds for heavy
snowfall on Wednesday, braced
for freezing temperatures today
and sub-zero readings tonight as
adverse weather continued to
plague the state.

Five inches of snow Wednes-
Iday added to Boulder's miseries
as cleanup efforts resumed
there and in several other east-
ern slope communities from
wind storms earlier in the
week.

Travelers warnings were is-

sued by the National Weather
Service for the Colorado moun-
tains today, as snow combined
with wind was expected to
cause blowing and drifting .con-
ditions at upper elevations.

Temperatures in the eastern
half of the state were expected
to reach the tens and lower 20s
t o d a y , with the thermometer
plunging well below zero in
most areas tonight.

Two persons died in separate
traffic accidents on icy snow-
packed road Wednesday after-
noon after the snow storm

struck eastern Colorado, the
State Patrol reported.

Officers said Dale A. With-
row, 19, of Loveland was killed
when his car skidded off Colo-
rado 68 south of Fort Collins
and rolled down a 12-foot em-
bankment.

Several hours later Rhonda
Fae Vigil, 19, of Longmont died
of multiple injuries on Colorado
66 east of Lyons when the car- in
which she was riding skidded
broadside and was struck by a
second vehicle.

Two runways at Denver's

Stapleton International - A i r -
port were closed temporarily
Wednesday night as crews tried
o get them cleared of show and

sand.
Driving conditions were listed

as poor •through most of the
mountain passes, which the
State Patrol reported had been
hard hit by snow. Interstate^?!)
through Loveland Pass was
closed for a while because/of
zero visibility, and the chain
law was put into effect on sev-
eral other passes. V V*

ICY WEATHER—Cold and snow followed on the heels
of the windstorm which struck Colorado Tuesday after-
noon causing traffic problems throughout the region.
Perhaps the most serious was a pile-up Wednesday
evening at the Widefield Interchange which totally
blocked the southbound lanes of traffic although no

one was seriously injured. Three cars were involved
in the accident after which a semi-trailer skidded
sideways across the lanes and into the wrecked cars.
The semi stayed on its wheels but traffic was delay-
ed until a large enough wrecker was obtained to move
the semi. (Gazette Telegraph Photo by John E. Hall)

The Weather
(Rtport furnishtd by U.S. Weolhor
lur«ou Station at Pctorson Fiild)

PIKES PEAK REGION—Partly cloudy
»nd continued-cold through Friday. Snow
{lurries in the mountains, occasionally
reaching lower elevations this afternoon
and tonight. ,The high temperature to-
day and Friday, near 20. The low tern-
peralure tonight. 0 to -5. Precipitation
probability is 70 per cent today, 20 per
cent tonight and 10 per cent Friday.

TEMPERATURES AT
GAZETTE TELEGRAPH

Wednesday Thursday
1 n.m 36 1 a.m.
2 p.m.

13
32 2 a.m. '..~.~ 13

3 p.m 30 3 a.m.
4 p.m 24 4 a.m.
5 p.m 17 5 a.m.
6 p.m 15 6 a.m.
7 p.m 15 7 a.m.
8 p.m 14 8 a.m.
9 p.m 13 9 a.m
10 p.m 14 10 a.m
11 p.m 14 11 a.m
Midnight 13 Noon ....
Maximum for 24 hours, ended

noon today
Minimum [or 24 hours ended

noon today

Congressman Arrested by Soviets

Hijacker Nabbed
After Escape
Of Piane|rew

By JIM BRIGANCE
DALLAS, Tex. (AP) — .A

young gunman who told a fel-
'ow passenger "I work for the
devil and I'm going straight to
.iell and take everyone with
me" commandeered a jetliner
n a dramatic hijacking effort
hat ended with the crew mak-
ng a mad scramble for. free-

dom.
The hijacker had demanded

1 million and two parachutes
and indicated he wanted to go
fly to South America where he

TV Spectacular Planned
For Nixon's

planned
ungle.

(AP) — Soviet
lice detained Rep. James H.
Scheuer, D.-N.Y., for nearly
two hours Wednesday night aft-
er taking him from a private
gathering discussing the plight
of Soviet Jews.

Scheuer, a Jew, is visiting
Moscow as a member of a con-
gressional subcommittee on
education and has used the op-

portunity to/ investigate the
problems pf Jews in the Soviet
Union.

He said he had received no
indication previously that his
inquiries into Jewish affairs
had caused problems, and "I
am at a complete loss to ex-
plain why they did this. Frank-
ly, I am flabbergasted."

The congressman said the in-

cident occurred at- the home of
Alexander Lerner, a professor
and computer expert who has
been trying without success to
emigrate to Israel.

Scheuer gave this account:
Two policemen came to the

door while he was visiting with
a group pf Jewish intellectuals.
The policemen, said they were
(Turn to Page 6A, Column 7)

'We got a chance to run and
we ran like hell," said Capt.
Tom Hill, who along with six
other crew members escaped
'rom the Braniff 727 jetliner
following nearly seven hours of
(Turn to Page 6A, Column 7)

Anderson Is Sentenced for Total 26 Years

C. B. WEATHER BUREAU DATA
PETERSON FIELD

Maximum for 24 hours ended at
noon today

Minimum lor 24 hours ended at
noon today

Maximum a year ago
Minimum a year ago
Wind velocity at noon: Calm

otal of 26 years in the Colorado morning he made an apparent
r...t. n..u..i._... 'suicide attempt at the county

Relative humidity at noon: 77 per cent
Sea level pressure at noon: 29.82

and {ailing
Precipitation for 24 hours ended at

noon •. 15
Precipitation for current month .27
Normal precipitation for current

month 29
Precipitation so far this year 27
Sunset tonight 4:59 p.m.
Sunrise Friday 7:16 a.m.

COLORADO TEMPERATURES
High Low High Low

Akron 43 08 La Junta ... 60 11
Alamosa ... 42 26 Lamar 63 1!
Canon City 54 16 Leadville ... 28 08
Craig 37 13 Montrose ... 48 26
Crook 34 12 Pueblo 62 II
Denver 53 13 Sallda, .. 40 M
Durango .... 41 29 Sedgwlck ... 92 _
Fleming 29 8 Trinidad . 60 15
Grand Jnctn 50 31

WEATHER ELSEWHERE
High Low High Low

41 27 Little Rock 73 6
61 40 Los Angeles 65 4!
62 15 Louisville 59 5
•6 -18 Marquclle . 35 1

Itate Penitentiary.
Anderson, 28, 7 Winfield Ave.,

,vas found guilty by a District
Court jury Nov. 14 of two counts
of assault to murder and one of
conspiracy to sell marijuana.

Judge Rhodes gave his 12 to
.3 years on count one and 12 to
13 years on count two, both sen-
tences to run consecutively.

Albany
Albuquerque
Amartllo
Anchorage ...
AshevWe
Atlanta
Birmingham
Bismarck ...
Boise
Boston
Buffalo
Charleston ..
Charlotte
Cheyenne
Chicago
Cincinnati
Cleveland
Dec Mgincs
Detroit
Duluth
Fort Worth
Green Bay
Helena
Honolulu
Houston
Inriianapolif
Jacksonville
K»u»w City

64 47 Memphis .... 66
68 57 Miami . 79 7
71 52 Milwaukee 40 1
18 -6 llpls-St fnul 15

43 27 New Orleans 75 6
49 35 New York . 50 4
45 3» Okla. City 68
65 60 Omaha 42
04 54 Philadelphia 52 3
42 02 Phoenix 68
44 23 Pittsburgh 45
54 49 Portlnd. Me 42 2
49 42 Portlnd. Ore 43 3
45 12 Rapid City 12
43 37 Richmond . 60 4
20 -13 St. Louis 59 26
77 40 Salt Lake 47 26
39 12 San Diego 61 5
23 -18 San Fran. M 3
77 60 Seattle 43 5
78 66 Spokane 28
52 3« Tampa 80 6
80 65 Washington 55 4
56 20 \

By JIM GLEN
iazette Telegraph Staff Writer
James N. Anderson was sen-

enced today by District Court
udge William E. Rhodes to a

On the third count he received
12 to 13 years to run con-
currently with the first two.

The defendant was scheduled
to be sentenced Jan. 7, but that

jail by taking drugs. For a
while he was critical and this
morning he was transported
from Penrose Hospital directly
to the court. He still looked pale
and ill and walked with some
difficulty.

In passing the sentence the
judge told the defendant he was

not receiving the maximum
ime, which had been requested

by the District Attorney and the
police department. Anderson
could have received up to 48
years.

Judge Rhodes said the sen
tence "was severe" but pointet
out that in all probability the
defendant would spend 14 yean
in the penitentiary. He de
scribed the crime as "heinous'
and said, "You are fortunate
you are not facing the murder
of two very brave federal offi
(Turn to Page flA, Column 2)

Bomb Planting Suspect Sought by FBI Agents
WASHINGTON (AP) - A

man described as an AWOL
Army private with a Ph.D.
from Stanford University has
been charged in connection
with the planting of time bombs
in three San Francisco banks,
the FBI announced today.

Atty. Gen. John N. Mitchell
and FBI Director J. Edgar
Hoover identified the suspect as
Ronald Kaufman, who has been
charged' in a federal warrant
issued in San Francisco with
maliciously attempting to dam-
age and destroy the three
banks.

Kaufman, who

lajge, was identified through
fingerprints found on various
bomb components taken from
the bank safe deposit boxes,
Hoover said.

The announcement said Kauf-
man, 33, was born in Mil-
waukee, Wis., and lived in Ber-
keley, Calif., until July 1971,
shortly before he re-enlisted in
the Army.

He took a 30-day leave from
Ft. Polk, La., Dec. 9, with or-
ders to report to Ft. Jackson,
S.C., Jan. 9 for shipment over-
seas, the agency said. There is
no record that he reported to

still at Ft. Jackson.

to bail out into the

By PRANK
WASHlNdTON (AP) - Pres-

ident Nixon's trip to Peking
next month may be the biggest
ive television spectacular since

man first stepped onto the
moon in mid-1969.

The White House announced
Wednesday there will-be "some
ive television transmission"
rom Peking, the capital of the

Communist country isolated
rom Washington for nearly 25
fears and never -visited-by a
U.S. president. ;,r

What the White puse did not
3ay was that Americans and
hinese are cooperating in a

Last Friday, letters post
marked in Chicago were re
ceived by newspapers and a
television station in Chicago
and San Francisco disclosing
the presence of bombs planted
in bank safe deposit boxes in
those two cities and New York.
They claimed the bombs were
part of a radical new strategy
to force the release of "political
prisoners.,"

Police found time bombs in
two San Francisco banks, three
in Chicago and three in New
York. One which exploded La-
bor Day weekend in San Fran
(Turn to Pago 6A, Column 2)

Ghana's Army
Seizes Power;
Ousts Premier
LOME, Togo (AP) - The

army seized power in neighbor-
ing Ghana again Wednesday
night and fired Prime Minister
Kofi Busia for malpractice and
e c o n o m i c mismanagement,
Ghana Radio announced today.

Busia, who was one of Mrs
Richard Nixon's hosts las1

week during her tour of Wes1

Africa, arrived in London Mon
day to be treated for an eye ail
ment. The Ghanaian High Com
mission in the Britain capita
said it had not been informed
officially of the change in gov
ernment.

Reports from Accra, the capi-
tal of Ghana, said the coup was
the work of a military "com
mittee of national renovation."

One unconfirmed report said
this junta would form a govern-
ment of national union in
eluding representatives of
ions, farmers, political partie
and religious organizations.

The broadcast announcemen
of the coup said the situation
was under control and appealec
to the people to remain calm.

A report from the Ivory
Coast, Ghana's western neigh
bor, said telephone service in
Accra was cut and only a few
civilians were on the streets.

The frontier between Tog
and Ghana opened this morning
but the opening was 45 minute;
later than usual.

ive thatTV game plan so
much of Nixon's activities
while in Peking can be beamed
ive to the President's election-
ear audience at home.
As an example, there is a

plan to fly three mobile TV
units—each the size of a large
ransit bus and one for each
network — f r o m the United
States to mainland China.

Nixon's press secretary, Ron-
ald L. Ziegler, said the Chinese
lave agreed to set up—at their
expense — a communications
pound station capable of trans-
mitting live TV and radio re-
xtrts plus newspaper pictures
and stories.

The American-owned ground
station, used most recently for
coverage of Iran's 2,500th anni-
versary of the Persian Empire

Bogus Buggy
Bought With
Bogus Bill
FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla

(AP) - Used car dealer Mi
chael Lisman took the $1,OQC
bill, handed back $447.50 ,to
change and watched the eui
tomer drive off in a convert
ible.

Then Lisman noticed the
greenback had been issued bj
the "United States of Anemia'

signed by treasurer "A
Phoneybill."

The salesman took off in pur
suit of the funny money man
who, as it turned out, had pur
chased a bogus buggy. The car
had broken down nearby.

The customer, found in a tav
ern, returned the keys and $100
to Linsman, explaining the bal
ance had been used to purchase
a color television.

Police said they turned the
matter over to the Secret Serv
ice.

ast autumn, will be re;
after Nixon's visit.

Ziegler, who returned
an advance trip to -China ear-
ier this week, reported the
'resident's hosts have erected
'in a very short time" a com-
lete broadcast production cen-
er—further evidence of the ex-
ensive video coverage jcon-
emplated. s

A sizable advance contingent
f communications specialists
nd network representatives

will leave here Feb. 1 'to set up
and operate the temporary
Communications system.

Ziegler said the White House
press party—which wjll not in-
clude those leaving Feb. 1—will
number about'80. ; . ' "

-Ziegler conceded that, this
will be only a quarter of the
newsmen, photographers and
echnicians who normally ac-

company the President on in-
ernational journeys.
However, he said "we are

Soviet Student
Is Permitted
Meave||,

By WILLIAM TOW
NEW YORK (AP) — A

sian exchange student, who
slashed his throat and wrists at
Kennedy airport last Sunday
flew home today, after a six-
hour diplomatic tugwf-war end-
ed with U.S. officials convinced
that he was leaving of his own
accord.

"It is my judgment that he is
going of his own. free will,"
said Samuel Zutty, investigator
for the U.S. Immigration Serv-
ice, after he and other U.S. offi-
cials interviewed , Merab Ku-
rashvily, 36, at the airport ear-
ly today. •• •.

The U.S. authorities had de-
layed the. scheduled 8:30 p

and described it as represent-
ng "a cooperative attitude" on
,he part of the Chinese.

Ziegler said 80 was much
more than the Chinese original
y had in mind and repersented
at least a seven-fold increase
over the largest press contin
gent ever to go to Peking with
a head of state.

Asked if there would be press
censorship, Ziegler replied,
'Absolutely not."

Visiting Americans will be
free to roam about the three
cities Nixon will visit-Peking,
Hangchow and Shanghai—for
sightseeing, man-in-the-street
interviews or shopping, Ziegler
said.

departure of the Soviet Aerofjot
airliner for six hours while in-
sisting they be allowed,to talk
to Kurashvily. Soviet officials

ery pleased with the number" said the plane would npt depart
without the student

Minutes after the tortejrvi§w
was completed, KurasbvUy, a
tall man wearing a brown
sheepskin, pije-flned coat with a
brown scarf pulled high to cov-
er a bandage on tola throat,
walked to the departure gate
accompanied by a number of
security personnel.

With his hands thrust deep in
his pocket and his head down,
Kurashvily made no reply to
the shouted questions from a
crowd of newsmen as he moved
toward the plane. The airliner
departed at 2:37 a.m.
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