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' DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON, D.C.

20330

16 January 1967

Dr. Edward U. Condon :
University of Colorado JAN 2 3 RECD
Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dear Dr. Condon

This is an-informal letter expressing some thoughts on our round-
table discussion on the UFO program, and does not constitute the
formal letter requested by John Coleman.

There are two items which leave me a little uneasy. The first is
the Wertheimer Hypothesis, and its'corollafy that one cannot "prove"
the negative on extraterrestrial visitations. The second is an
apparently obscure understanding of what the Air Force wants. Since
T will discuss this second item, you will see why this is an infor-
mal letter expressing my own opinion--and hence is not binding on
you.

On the first item, I wish to present a slightly different approach.
When we first took over the UFO program, the first order of business,
even before approaching AFOSR, was to assure ourselves that the sit-
uation was as straightforward as logic indicated it should be. In
other words, we too looked to see if by some chance the intelligence
people had information other than what exists in Blue Book files.
There were no surprises. While there exist some things which may
forever remain unknowable in this universe, certainly an extrater-
restrial visitation must fall in the "knowable" category. An alien
would not come light years merely to pick up surreptitiously some
rocks, or melt holes in reservoir ice (a2 la Edwards). He would have
long since gone through the geologic bit, and would be fairly
knowledgable of the make-up of stars and planets. You have stated
that President Truman was unaware of the Manhattan Project until

he became President. In that same time period, physicists not
connected with the ‘project were aware of the possibilities and

knew that something was going on.

No one knows of a visitation. It should therefore follow there has
been no visitation to date. As you are aware, if UFOs are an Air
Force "Sacred cow," the other services in the usual competitive
spirit would not be constrained by this "sacred cow.": Nor is the
"fear of panic" holding anyone's tongue. No one is reticent about
the horror of an ICBM attack. Words such as the "end of civiliza-
tion" have been used many times.
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This brings us to the second item. When you have looked into some
sightings and examined some Blue Book records and become acquainted
with the true state of affairs, you must consider the cost of the
Air Force program on UFOs, and determine if the taxpayer should sup-
port this for the next decade. It will be at least that long before
another independent study can be mounted to see if the Air Force can
get out from under this program. If the contract is up before you
have laid the proper groundwork for a proper recommendation, an
extension of the contract would be less costly than another decade
of operating Project Blue Book.

Sincerely /

L2l
Oggg; R. HIPPILER, Lt

Science Division
Directorate of Science & Technology

olénel, USAF
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27 January 1967

JAN 2 1 RECD

Lt. Col. Robert Hippler
Headquarters, USAF (AFRSTA)
The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Bob:

Permit me to write down informally a few comments on your
letter of January 16th to Dr. Condon. My letter, like yours is un-
official and not binding. |'m speaking for myself - not for the project.

There is no denying your point that extraterrestrial visitations
fall in the 'knowable'' category. Such visitations, at the moment, while
knowable are unknown. That means simply that there exists no evidence
of a visitation., But it is a little like the sound in the forest. The
sound may occur, but, if nobody is there to hear it, the fact of its exis-
tence goes undiscovered. Does that mean it doesn't exist? The point is
that, because there was a period when no one was present in the forest
to hear a sound if one did occur, we can not say whether or not a sound
did occur during that period.

Maybe we will find that extraterrestrial visitations have oc-
curred, but there's no way to demonstrate that they haven't. This is a
logical problem that can't be skirted, and |'m sure, if we were to miss
the point, that the National Academy would set us straight.

It is true that at the time of the Manhattan Project physicists
knew something was going on. Physicists today are not aware that any-
thing exciting is happening in the way of radical new propulsion systems,
anti-gravity devices, extraordinary new life support systems for space
vehicles, or things of that sort. The fact that we do not see just over
the horizon great breakthroughs in these fields is an argument that heads
to a denial that UFOs are either of American or Russian origin, but |
don't think it can be used to argue that we are not receiving extraterrestrial
visitations. We don't know what technology exists on other planets. | think
one can assert, however, that, for a spaceship to get to the earth from a
planet outside the solar system, it would be necessary to employ a tech-
nology far more advanced than we enjoy. Since we have no knowledge of that
technology, speculation on it brings one right into science fiction, and
once one has crossed that boundary the sky is the limit. He can argue
anything, and the rules of scientific evidence and methodology have been
abandoned. So there is no point in stepping across the boundary, except
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to engage in idle speculation! Such speculation isn't useful in helping
to close in on an answer to the problem of whether there have been extra-
terrestrial visitors or not. And probability won't help.

You mention that the fear of panic is not holding anyone's
tongue. That's an extremely good point; | had not thought of it. On the
second page, you indicate what you believe the Air Force wants of us, and
| am very glad to have your opinion. |In fact, you have answered quite
directly the question that | asked - you may remember that | came back
to it a couple of times - at our meeting on Thursday evening, January 12.

Thanks very much for writing. It looks as if Dr. Condon and |
may be in Washington during the week of February 20th. Perhaps we can
get together.

Sincerely yours,
Robert J, Low

RJL:mla

cc: E, U, Condon
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‘ Explainable, =
- |Says Scientist |
Tyt By DICK OLWE " [always seem bo wait skl they'/ ! l

CORNING — Unidentified fly-|get home before they report ..
ing objects “are not the busi-|what they saw.” e
ness of the Air Force,” the man ' o 6 e S
directing a government - spon- - R
sored study of the phenomena,| Condon said his study group '
Dr. Edward U. Condon, said|has less than 100 reported UFO
here Wednesday night.. sightings which remain inex-
.| In an hour - long rundown|plicable. Many, he said, are -
‘lon the government’s intcrest in|traced to rockets, satellites, or

the field and the recollection of aircraft. - R \
some baffling and spectacular{ On photographs reputed to be wE ot g ‘
claims by UFO “observers,”|of UFOs,- Condon sald that{™..j .. - o |
. |Dr. _Condon left nO.dOUbt asimany are obvious fakes, but ! § . S o |
to his personal sentiments on|admitted that “some are very l A e et :
‘|the matter: puzzling; they , scem . to be . S - : “ !
‘“It is my inclination right|something, but wo just - don’t ‘.
lnow ' to ' retommend that|know what they are.” T ‘
|

A
the’ government get out of this| Dr. Condon added that his -
business. My attitude right now|study group and the Air Forca - |

; is that‘ there’s nothing to it.”|are studying several sets of - vl
‘With ‘a smile he added, “but|photographs which have proven - L
|P'm not supposed to reach alto be  mysterious. Among i
conclusion for another year.”|them, he said, are two sets = . -~
The University of Colorado|*f P olaroid photographs.

professor of physics and astral|—— ] o
physics spoke to @ full hOUSC . wiimeimtoe ™ 00 0T : : \
e e i |of members of two local science|- o ' Fong )

. |societies — the Corning Section|:
of the American Chemical So-|-
t|ciety and the Corning Glass|.
. |Works Chapter of Sigma XI, a|
researck fraternity — at the o d < ; ‘ ; ' ;

‘|East High School auditorium. : T WA R T |
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.| He was named by the Au- .
-+ |Foree . head the Scientific,
‘|Study of Unidentified Flying Ob-!
jects, now in its third month—,
and with a total cost, accord-
ing to Dr. Condon, of $313,000.
The study will continue until
next February.

After pooh-poohing what he
termed  unreasonable claims|
that the Air Forco refuses to

release informat™  on space. i
phenomena, Co.. o drew, |
laughter when - reflected, {

“but there must bte something
to it or else the government
would not have set up a com-

mittee to investigate it.” . : :
He continued, “What we're| - i
- lalways reduced to is inter-! .- ' R - L
viewing persons who claim ' ‘
they've had some Kkind of ex-| ]
perience. ., . I don’t know ‘
of any cases where the pheno-| i : : k
menon was still there after the

person reports it . . . and 1t !
liind- VUG, Bble kalsa poupdu !
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