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Chief, Facility Operations Branch, 1-5L7
Chief, Washington Center = 9
Unidentified Targets, July 20, 1952

Attached is a copy of the report written Ly the Senior Controller
on duty, Harry G. Barnes, from approximately

l H
23308 July 19, to OBOCE July 20, 1952.

Parts of this report have been given to Majcr wWilliams of
Alr Force Intelligence, Lt. Col. Searless, Office of Public
Information, Department of Defense and to Mr. Raymond
Nathan, Well, '
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At 23LOE (19th) Controller Nugent called my attention to several targets
cbsaerved on the VC-2 scope. Eight of them were counted and, although an
occasional strong return was noted, most of the targets would be classified
as fair to weak. After we had checked carefully on the movement (about 100
to 130mph) and confirmed our findings with what the Tower saw on the ASH,

I called NFS and reported it. This was about midnight EST., MFS later advised
that the nearest military base was supposed to handle these matters and to
call the BOF Intelligence Officer or A0, There was some confusion for awhile
as to whether Andrews or Bolling was going to make the report-, but it was
finally determined that ADW would handle,

I called Thorndyke and asked if they could see them and was advised they saw
nothing. Our HMEW Haintenance then checked the equipment very carefully and
advised that it wvas functioning satisfactorily and confirmed it with a fellow
worker. (This lad tells me he has been working on this equipment for five
years, so guess he inows what he is doing). The targets were noticed east
and south of ADW so we asked the ADW tower to look and see if they saw any-
thing, also asked ADW approach control to check scopes. ADW had a lad on

the roof with glasses who spotted an object that looked to be orange in color
and appeared to be just hovering in the viecinity of ADW. They saw others as
time went on with varying descriptions. MNost of this information was glven
to Thorndyke and MFS with the expectation that thay would run an intercept.

The impression received from Thorndyke was to the effect that more information
was needed to order an intercept. I told them our equipment was giving us
good readings so we would be able to do any vectoring that might be necessary
but they seemed to be leaving it all up to Smoke Ring. As time wore on, pilot
reports were received = PB07 saw 7 of the objects between Vashington and
Martinsburg variously described as lights that moved very rapidly, up and down
and horisontally as well as hovering in one position and SPA10 saw one come in
with him from arcund Herndon and follow him to within h miles of touch-down.
This was substantiated by Tower and Center radar,

In my conversation with MFS, ADW and the men on duty, we reached the point
vhere we wondered just how mueh of this could go on and for how long. before
something could be done about it. I contacted Smoke Ring finally about 300est.
They were doing nothing about it so I asked if it was possible for something
like this to. happen, even though we gave them all this information, without
anything being done about it. The man who was to be in charge and to-
* whom 1 had been talking, said he guessed so. T other voice came on who
identified himself as the Combat Officer and said’ thl.t- all the information was
being forwarded to higher authority and would not discuss it any further, I
insisted I wanted to know if it was being forwarded tonight and he said yes,
but would not give meé any hint as to what was being done about all these thinge
flying around wWashington. He tried to assure me that something was being done
about it. I asked too how he was getting his information. He said they would
get it from Thorndyke and AU:. We were then told by ADW that they had no way
of forwvarding it to them. Smoke Ring then said that they were not really



concernad about it myway, that somebody else was supposed to handle it.

MPS then said that ADW was supposed to have forwarded it to Intelligence
but when I checked with ADW (0OS05E) they said the AO had gone back to bed
and the report would go in later.: They confirmed the above by saying that
they could not give it to anyone tonight. . ’

1t would be extremely difficult write this so that it 1s in a logical
sequence due to the confusion t seens to have existed throughout the
whole affair. For example, ADW cmlled us and asked what we wanted them to
do vith the information we had gi\en (This took place after O0505E).
At about 0530E Controller ilitchey yrted seeing 10 targets in the vicinity
of AW which was confirmed by the other man in radar and I went in and
counted 7 or 8 in scattered positions which indicated a very ra 1d movement
if they were the same ones seen near AW, This report was forwarded to both
ADW and MFS. It was at thistime that MFS advised thay had determined that
none of the information we had been giving to AW was forwarded in accor-
dance with procedures. HFS advised however, that they were following up

wlth their own report,

At OSLOE T targets counted in area.
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AR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

"""";::"““ of Intelligence " ﬁﬁELfSSIF ]ED
—Hoadquarters Comsand, USA 5 - | e

On the night of 15 and 20 July 1952 Lkr Burke and three (3) other contrel

1 or 1 rices

tower operators were on duty in Washington National Air Fort Contrel Tower,
At 0005 East Standard Time a series nf five (5) wnddentified targets appeared
L on the radar scope. These targets were different than those rade by eiferaft and a
carelul search was made of the sky to dertermine if tiw !ohjucts were visual; none
‘wore w:!unl at this time, Then a call was made te Air .Hnutinﬁ Traffie Control
center and they too had the same targets located in the same vicinity which was
over Andrews Alr Base. A call wus made to Andrews on the direct line wnd -‘-‘ufﬂn;tm
adviged Andrews tower of the situation mnd Andrews reported visual sighting of
three (2) o%jnch in the positon indiomted Ly Washington tower.

The targets remained on the radar scope until 0030 EST during thie time one

i # .
(1) target left a trace from West of Andrews to Hiverdale w distance of seven (7)

=iles in four (4) seconds. L -}::c.ﬁ : ‘?'\)

Thers was also = 1}5!.:1\1 sighting b;.: the controllers of Lhe fiushingten Natienal
lower. They observed an orange disk about ¥,000 rt altitude at 3500%, Wsshington
Towor also heard conversation botween "Gas Bag 17" and Andrews :( et intorcept).

He roperted over Andrews Alr Base at 0300 25T at 21,000 feet, said he was low on

Fqni and wug retuming to his basge,

9 UNCLASSIFIED.
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RETL: THE COCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFICTING THE RATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE USITED STATLS WITHIN THE MIANING OF THL CSPROMACE ACT, 30U 5 € -
0 AND B, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTEINTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORITIO FLEGON 5 PRcsuseTio 87 LAW.

IT MAY NOT BE RCPAGOUCTD IN WHOLE OR IN PART, I OTHER AR FORCE AGINCIES, LXOCLFT OF FLAMISSIGH OF Thl DRI TN GF
INTELLIGINCE, LSAS .
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FM OPERATIONS OFFICER 18328 ABG ANDREWS AFB MD

TO JEPHQs/DIR OF ITELLIGENCE HQS USAF WASH DC

JEDWP/AIR TENHNICAL INTELLIGENCE CEN WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OHIO
JEDEN/CG ENT WFB COLO

JEPLB/CO HQS CGMMAND BOLLING AFB WASH DC

AEESSVSRERNENNEE / FLYCBRPT IN COMPLIANCE WITH AFLTR 208-5 THE

FOLLOWING REPORT IS SUBMITTED ONE-SIZE UNDETERMINED CMA REDDISH ORANGE
CMA THREE SIGHTED CMA MOVEMENT ERRATIC FROM SOUTHWEST TO SOUT EAST
CMA HIGH RATE OF SPEED CMA DISAPPEARED TO THE NORTH AND EAST TWOZ

MM @85 E TO 9930 E hﬂ JULY 19%2 THREE VISUAL FOUR- OBSERVED FROM
ANDREWS AFB FIVE OBSERVERS ONE RADAR OFFICER RELIABILITY EXCELLENT
FOUR CGNTROL TOWER OPERATORS RELIABILITY EXCELLENT CMA TWO CREW MEN
SIX WEATHER SCAT 22,998, 1@ MILES, TEMP 76, DUE QOINT 72, WIND NW 7
ALTIMETER 29.91 WINDS ALOFT 2089 EEP DEGREES AT 25, RPPP ETP AT 22
6009 ETP AT 19 89@9 ERP AT 1A, QPNPPP EWP AT 15, QUNPPP EUP AT 13,
14,082 320 AT 5 16,000 EPP AT 1@, WPNPPP EPP AT 35, WINPPP EPP AT 30
' SEVEN UNKNOWN EIGHT NONE NINE THORNDYKE ALERTED TEN UNKNOWN

20/1808Z JUL JEPFF
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