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‘l'lm-,I Gorman “Dogfight™ il
1 |

One of the moast puzding of the elassic sincer mystenes bogan

on the evening of October 1. 148, whep George F Gorman, man-
ager of 4 constrsetom . company and a lientebant in the North
Dakota Air National Guand, was returning to Fargn, N D, from a
eross-country practice Bight in an F-51 fighter, Abont goon. Lienton.
ant Garman: callad the control tiwer at the Tocal arpert for Linding
instructions, and asked the iflentity of o moving light that was hlink-

* g on and off in the air Bebdw hime Tnformed that o Piper Colywas

coming in frogp the touth, he continuid to circle. and at g:og again
culled in to report that be comld see the Cal hadow Biin at about

1000 feet, He couldl also siv an smidentificd light moving rapiddly

ot ahout the same altitude, : A

The assistamt traffic contioller thenr walked to the smith window
of the tower and Tkl it He omliPser the Calyin the i aml,
a litthe above it chear white light Thay Haht was moving swilthy
1o the north, then shifted and continned i, a -&lmh;l:‘ linwe ferw el
the northwest. After watching it for several secomds] e netwmel
to his post.’ A few mioutes Tater Gorman called the tower for the
third time tp say that he wis going i tey o cose inon Haer wnskaniiws

The traffie comtroller then stepped to the soth g dow of the .

tower, Throwzh 1Imls hirsiculars b conbth see w light spmiing papddly
over the Reld in a steaight line toward the nonthaest 1) had 'no pag-
ticular shape apd was merely o cleas u-;i'lr Tighit abwait thae size ol @
plane’s tail lamp. Afer o fow secunds be petomed aml rosumacd
‘vommurication with Gorman a5 .
The pilot of the Cob glimpsesd the Rt bricly as hie wis Binding
his plane. He supposcd it to bee the tail Bight of amither ship going
vory Fast in a straight line in a westerly dimeetion, andl was pozzled
by the Fact that an army plané seemed to be pursiing it After land.
ing be delivered some botthes of . Coca-Cola to th towey aperators
Iﬂ. overhearing the comenation between  them wd Gorman,
piped to the baloony at the southieast corner of thie tosver by see
what wag happening. From thyre he conbid see the light 2oing west,

" with the wmmy plagge alter it The Hstht shifted heiefly: to the sanfh-

cust but alinost immediately resmd its northwest g mrll dis-

uppearcd dlter a few seconds. _ ) :
Licutenant Gorman, meanwhilie, was cnggiiged i oweid o

fight.” Agcarding to the description he Liter gave thee i Fores, e

upknown at closest approach seennad o e o] white Rl
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s feot. Gorman then made a dimling tum. When he cmild pee
||1|. light again it suddeuh i) dincction amd bewded Siraight

m.ll.ld.'d to the ke ol U|+mmm

tc.-:ulh 34-THE WORLD OF FLY ING su CERS
sumtiew Bt Mateened, eonme six to gl inchies ™ tlfh.’lmll terealumil o
qugrter the apparent 4:4 of the full moon, When b began the

.rlu‘p‘ 1w UFO o to be at o altitode ol ﬂtnp s fivel,

traveling abont 250 miles an Busir Al;ll|' wats Bliikineg off amd o As
b approachedd, i light! hl.ml.ml til the Beft. Gernnan tluwl alter it

Ihul ookl 1w -.*:qtdt up Thaee lighy thon bestian to i in o vapid

ture Attempling ot with it it-urm.mn Blichedd anit bemporarily
Tromm they eserssive spasd,

(quntinliln\_ thee ¢luap, now at gonn- =y hedd, l'..11rnui|-|llulll.tﬂ
that the light was o losdges Blmkie off and an bt syas a steadd

wlite. 1 was s dencling esteemels Last, Sastor thin e Foxp

combed o, so e Pegan tevioe o ot it oll in toens with his fighter at

full poswer. As e object cireldd to the Tt Gornun cot back 1o the

wight fun s Deaddom puiss. Whent oollision sevmwd isevitabile e divad
annl W gt sevinid 1o pass over s eanopnat a distanee s alwn

for thi- '[\'I,"u- ln\',l Tl wnillbsioomy it palled np and Gaonman, ton, |
|1u'||11.| . |{F1ﬂ|-ﬂlnu quum The light wont -Ir.lll.]:l i with Gy

st (pllinding until at rgomo ‘feet. bis' plane wenl into a power
stal) while tha- u'l:-in-t wirched soome zimn i abene hime As b e

sl the Taanthe, ||-..,|'l. sevmied to vetread, ‘Commn gave chase,

ey b out it ofl i serics ol s o the bede, Fusalls, s these
manenvers hiad tiken Dind sonwe twenty dive mides sontboast of Fange,
hie was at o foct with, Hie alyeat Bedow him at s foel, 1
griei] to cateli 00 i divioe . The UG tioned wind started @
teagbon pass. then broke it off climbedl straight g and disap-

preardll. Thee Hiowe was yez=. Gonman returml to the Furgo airport :

anpl latndedl, comy i1 ed that some aelligee: had boen controlling
thie e tions oo the nanmnl 1] ‘1

W |l‘||3|||| sy ol Ulse Santell tragedy g i) aned thes € |1!||'1-
"i."._ Battend sigdiong (sews Clegader v, poams ) stll Tresdy o abiosd, ollicioils
From ATIC areived ot Fango ju I than iwenty-fonr Doiirs tas jeie
sibstigate this sew dncident (22 6300 They wardtully questional
Lacutenant Comoan and e thiveiber witswesses, bt condd fisul
pio olwdonss eaplanativion. Nosasther aweralt hogd boven o the il
hewnd aF The titne of e sighitig, The weathgr had beon chear, visi-

lily uul!u:jtul with o wimnpal avtivite i thy rordicgst “ ER
teste] witlia costrol aponp ol Boe ptlar Fogas !Iu; Buad o 3o hlllrlllh
the s period, Tofmun's plaswe showied e wre vadiactivity
Wz bkl e cospatpul gj’lﬂl'l—lll‘ slightls Daglor anmmnt \lhl“li Ty
all pliamess alter ﬂll.tlll

A Lighnesd we e brablonan T Do pechisrsesd from '!h' wentlwr

stathon at Fargo ol %50, ten odintis Bélone Lote it Garnan’s
first cullaAs abservaal brom the station, e balloon had tras el
wirst s Wen noetlisvist, AL gk o wondd Dave Been mear e an
port ahonl whire) tlae o Trhit was it vepuirtedl, Flowiver
tor supgose Uil Dalloss conld luve oumamened i the seominghy
pirrpelul panmr shown by e UFO did ot seem nssomabile
The vunse ul the ivigdent nenniind um*tplmlril .uul s case J!.u
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‘to be rushing divectly towards him on a collision course. The pe-
culiar lens-like actioh of the atmosphere makes ‘the image seom’ to
be, not«at infinity, |I.m|"u11|>- a few hupdred fest awnay from the ob.

N perver. : 3

Seen through 'l!u: dl:‘luﬂing atmospheric lens, thic image of Joplter
could have performed exactly as Garman describogh: it would have
darted back and forth, seemed to attack. retreat, and carf ot the
"contralled” maneuvers that actually depeniled partly on the mave.
ment of the planc itself. Gorman apparently assumed that he wasy

- dealipg with 4 material object (as indeed he was in the beginping ),

and therefore did not consider the possibilitg that he was secing

merely an.optical image.
The geographical situation wn-u!d have helped produce the i1-

* husion, Fargo lies at an elevation of about goo feet and the land

rises gradually tg the west. Due west is Bismarek at 1670 fect. To

the south Kes a series of buttes, some‘of them as high as 560 feet. |

Thus in_the sopthwest where Jupiter was setting and where the

UFO attacked from, the ittes would repeatedly have cut off the

| plinet from view as Gorman manduvered, so that the imape weuld

have secmed to race in and out and perform evasive acti st

as did the mirage of Sirius in Alaska (p. 00). Since Jupiter was very
low, however, the buttes served to conceal it from the observers on

the ground .}M

The times invglved provide the last piece of the puzzle, dog-
* fight.ended at about g:az. The time bf the grometrical setting of
Jupiter wax gizs. The uspl lag due to refraction is between two
and theee minutes (see Figure g). Thhe planet therefore remained
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fmage of Jupiter plotted npainst tu"m,- at

Farpd, North Dukota co October 3, 1948 Asmuth megssured north

" through east.
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Figure g. Position of redradted
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visthle for some two minules longer. The image actuglly sank below’
the harizon and disappeared: from view between g:27 and 9:28 the
same lime that the UFO climbed straight up into the sky and djs-
-appeared. Wlmﬂ Jupiter '-'qlu;]m;l the unknown also vanished and
gid not return,

f hhmlutr proof of this !dl.Hlm: is of course imposgible. Nuvrﬂlw*
less, the deseription of the UFO, its behavior, ts direction, its time
of l.'I‘ mmlmmt-rll are consistent with [ts identification as Jupiter.
The Gorman cn |r|m]'|| reasonably be removed from the “Un-
known" category ml;l listed as “Probably solved.”
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