Ve

CHECK=LIST = UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS
Date 7 January 1948 Incidont # 300
Time Around 1940
Locotion Lockbowrme AAB, Columbus, Ghio

Fame of observor Mr, Elsele

Oceupction of cbgorver DF Operator, Jockbourne Control Tower
Address of obsarver Iockbommne AADR, Columbus, Chio

Placo of obsorvetion Grownd, Lockbdurme AAB

Numbor of objccts 1L

Distanco of objcet from observer An lestimated S5 miles - altho rpts

£/Codman Fld, Clinton Oy Airvort & relayed rpt £/Columbws, O, indicated ruch greater distance

10,
11,
12,
13.
clock wise cour
14,
15.
16,

Timo in sight atcund 15 minmates

Altitude 5,000 £t

Spced 500 WFH - as indicated by rpts f/Codman #1d & Clinton Cy airrort
Diroction of flightAppeared to lover but perforned eliptical, counter-

se when it descended to horizon (li*) reimaincd stationary (3") retwring

Tactics  See 13 original position (3%)

Sourd No sound

Size About size 2f runway light wheh viewed from 5C0 ft - spparently
enormovs - see 9 abtove

Color Red to arbm=-yellow

Shapo Circular

Odor dotoctod  H/5

Apparont construction v/s

Exhaust trails Thin wisp of trail fivie times diameter of object

Woathor conditions  high overeast

Effoct on clouds N/% - was under overeast

Skotochas or photographs None

Manner of disappeerance Faded and lowered into horison

Remarks s (over)



runway light at full intensity viewed from a distance of 500 ft. -
circular with the exception of a thin wisp of tail extending towards the
horizon, the tail being § times the diamwter of the object in length, Por
approxim tely 10 minuios it remained mtionleds, thereuwpon it descended

to tho horizon in about li", hovared on the howizon in 3", then ascended
its original position in about 3", the course being eliptical, counter clock-
m.se, It then faded and lowred toward tho horizon disappcaring at 1955,

Ho sound was heard from the objact at mv tima,

Note: Object appeared asbhout S rilem from Lockbourmne, however info received
f/Codman &1d and Clinton Comty Tower plns a relayed reort from a
rilot over Columms, C,, indicated that' they all had obsorved a
similay phenomencn in the azme gameral direction and position .at the
same time,

GELIAFLITY: ¥itncss spont 77 =08 4n AF in covnnilcatims vork including
Ce 7o ard Contral Tover Operation., Hol. valdd CAA Certificate
for Control Tower Operator and Adrcruaft Cormunications and has
worked at Lockbourne in this tyre of work for over 1=1/2 yrs.
Enthusiast of astronomy,

CORROBORATED ACCOUNT: See alse Ineifdents 30, 308 ané 3Cb,



DETACIZENT 733RD AF BASK UNIT .}/

103RD AACS SQUADRON
LOCK™0URME ARMY AIR BASE
Columbus 17, Ohio

16 January 1948

STETACT: Report of 'nususl Circumstance.

‘0; Cozmending (fficer, 332d Fighter ¥Wine, lockhourn§ Army Air
Sese, Columbus 17, Uhioc,

AU ep:roxinately 194U ‘ours Jamuary 7, the Control Tower uperstor
edvised me thet he Lad been observing e stresnge lisht in the Soutlwest
for sometime, Iowever by the time I reacked the entreace sters in
front of the .reretions Zuilding the light hed diseppesred. ‘I hed aot
r'turaed to my rosition for more then 2 minutes when the tower operstor
advised the 1lizit "ad agein spueered. I returned to the operations
steps and this time I saw the object.

It wes 1) degress sbove tne horizon to the West Soutawest of
-occbuurae, enitting & ruddy red licht chenging to an ember-yellow et
iatervals aot exceecinz 1 to 2 seconds. Its size end magnitude wes
prester tosn thet of sny star. A 2cod camperison of size ead -agnitude
vould be witlh one of the runway lizhts turned on et full intensity as
vieved fron e distence of 500 feet. 3

Its shape appeered to be circuler with the excertion of » thin
“isp of tell extending towerds the horizon the tails lenzth bein~ §
dismeters of the object long. From the time I first saw the object to
ep-roximately 1950 hours, it appesred to ramein motionless in the sky.
At this time the object descended to the horizon in en intervel of
atout 4 seconds, hovered on the horizon for gbout 3 seconds, snd then
ascended to its caririnel position in en interval of 3 seconds. Its
course was eliptical, counter alock wise, It then fsded and lowered
- towerds the horizon end dissp.esared st 1955 hours. There wes no sound
audible from the object at any time.

Its distance appesred to be sbout 5 miles from Lockbourne. Kow-
ever, inforamtion received from Clinton Ceunty Tower thet they toc
observed a similar or the same object in the same general direction and
position 2t the seme time as our observations st Lockbourne. If the
., Object were the same the distance would de much grester than 5 miles,
and veloocity well to the excess of 500 miles per hour. The object
actuslly looked to be traveling st a speed aroun§ 500 miles per hour.

i



Ltr, Subj: Rerort of Umususl Circumstance (16 Jen 4f) cont'd -}KA/

Fli=ht Service slso mdvised that Godaen Field observed e similar
phenominan at the same time, and that the object diseppreered at 2C06
hours at Zodman .

Clinton zdvised the object they observed disspyesred sbout 2000
hours. It is not xnow to me whet time either Clinton or Jodman first
observed the object or ohjects. Theinformetion from Ciinton end Flizht
Service was recevived by direct line telephone communicetion from
Clinton and Flisht Service st Fstterson. .ur Westher Department was
reporting e high overcest and not one heavenly body was visible. The
Object apparently being under the overcast, snd its erstic movement
proves that it was not an astrinomiocal phenominsn. Air Force 9944, ¢
C-45, relsyed a position report to the Lockbourme Airways, over Columbus
at 1953 hours et 50Uu feet, on & round robin flight from Wrisht FMield to
weslinston end return, I esked him if he had seen any strence lizht to
tie liest Southwost of his position end he reported thet he cbserved s
iri it light off his right winz, sppesrinc like an oversized besccn.

i Jgve been a menber of the Avericen Luseum of .‘etursl Listorw
wl.ier 18 closely sssocisted with the Hayden Flsneteriu- of .lew York Cit:
I{:r o yesrs, end Lave always been somewhat of sn eathusist of Astronomy.

I speat 37 months in the Air lorce in communicetisas wors includinz
Jewe =n¢ Control Tower Uperetior. I now hold a valid C.A.A. Certificste
for Control Tower uperestor and Airoreft Communicetions end ieve vorked
at Loc:zbourze ‘r this type of work for better tnean 1: vears.

I 2= of sound mind end heglth, aadé em of 25 years of sve. I hLave
described the incident exsetly the way I saw it, slso es to whet | hesrd

ot the inter:chones,

FPAK il. EISELE

Airways Operetor
CA¥-T -



DET 103rd AACS
DauBOURME A. B. COLIMBUS, OHIO

15 JANUARY mﬁ/
SUBJECT: Report Om Unusual Ciroumstance ",
A 5 ;

fuv

TO: CO 332nd FIGHTER WILG LOCKBOURME A B

At approximmtely 1540 hrs Jan, 7th the Control Tower operator advised
he observed an extremely strange bright light in the zouth west. However
by the time I reached the operation steps st the entrsfince the light faded
out. About two minutes later the Tower advised that the phenominon was visible
egain, This time I saw the object at about 15 degrees abowve the horizom to the
wost south west of Lockbourns, The object was extremely bright, more so then
any star, I would say about as large as and as bright as one of the runeay
lights at full intensity as viewsd:from-the Control Sower. It appeared to have
& Tapering tail about § diametrs long and predominantly was of a ruddy red célor
changing to A smber-yellow at different intervals.

The position of the object in the sky and the faot that we were reporting
A high overcast at the time added to the mystery.

UP until spproximately 1950 hrs the object appsared to be motionless,
et this time, however, it descendsd to the horison in sam interval of about 3
or 4 seconeds, hovering there for 5 or 4 seconeds and then sscended to its'
origimal position in an interval of about 3 seconeds. It then rapidly began
to fade and lower in the rgy and disappeared at 198§ hrs,

AF9944 xmtd a position report toc me at 1953 hrs over Golumbus at 5,000 £t
on round robin flight out of Wright Pield to Washington and return , and reported
& mysterious bright light to tho smest south west of his position, appsaring 1like
an oversized beacon

Purther information on reports from other stations observing the phencminon
can be obtained from flight service at Patterson,
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