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Strange Company:
Mailitary Encounters with

UFOs in World War 11

by Nick Redfern

Packed with never-before-seen
documentation, witness testimony,
and reams of new data, Strange
Company (Anomalist Press, 2007) is
likely to be one of the most talked
about UFO books of this year, as this
interview graphically reveals.
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STRANGE COMPANY

Everyone in the
UFO field has
heard of the foo
fighters, but this
book
discusses
various other
forms of UFO
seen during
World War II.

Redfern: What is the basic theme ol the book?

Chester: Strange Company follows the UFO phe-
nomenon as it existed during World War II. The story
flows chronologically by month and year; as il pro-
gresses, readers are introduced to the sightings, both
conventional and unconventional, and learn how
those sightings were discussed—or not—in Allied in-
telligence memoranda.

We follow several scientists who were responsible
for investigating the aerial phvmmn na: military com-
manders who were discussing the sightings and in-
telligence personnel who mt:*lmﬂ.\ts d the pilots and
wrote the reports. Several intelligence-gathering mis-
sions are referenced since they mav have serv I‘II] as an
important apparatus in obtaining aerial- phenomena
information collected by the enemy. I would say that
the theme of this period piece is how the UFO phe-
nomenon was dealt with by the Allied powers during
a time when mankind was in the throes of the worst
global conflict in recorded history.

Redfern: What was it that prompted vou lo wrile
Strange Company?

Chester: In 1989 1 began an investigation regarding a
witness who claimed she overheard a discussion about
a recovered UFO in the possession of the U.5. mil itary,
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Interestingly, she heard this conversation during the
summer of 1969 while working at the Office Of Civil
Defense, located in the Pentagon.

Having been familiar with crash-and-retrieval re-

search published by UFO author and researcher Leon-

ard Stringfield, [ decided Stringfield's experience was
valuable to my investigation. He agreed to guide me
through my interview, and in the process became a
mentor of sorts,

Over the next couple of months, Len and [ became

good friends, often discussing many aspects of the

UFO phenomenon. We eventually discussed his 1945
foo-fighter observation while flving over the Pacific,
occurring just days after the war h.i:] ended. At that
time, I knew I'd eventually want to explore his fas-
cinating sighting because it predated the summer of
1947 when the flving-saucer stories took the world by
storm.

On February 11. 1991 [ conducted an interview with
Len specifically surrounding his sighting, and on this
date I knew I wanled to someday write a book about
his experience. Thal interview was slotted as the first
of several. | planned to follow-up each time with more
detailed questions. Unfortunately I was much too slow
and missed my opportunity because Len passed away
in 1994,

Redfern: How much time was spent in government
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archives? And of the
material thal vou found
in the archives, how
much was previously
unseen’

Chester: When 1 de-
cided to write Strange
Company, 1 knew | had
to devote a good deal
of time to serious re-
search in order to ac-
complish anything of
significance. Going in, I
understood that I would
not find anything among
the core documents of
UF() material gleaned
from the United States
Air Force Project Blue
Book files. The problem
was the files contained
information from 1947
grwards. Your question
regards  archives, but
unfortunately 1 delegat-
ed my time to only one
facilityv: the WNational

r]r:.m.z.s! 10ns,

nomenon, but since the termi inology used to describe
the phenomenon was different back then, it was—and
is—difficult finding where and how the material was
filed within the record groups

Anyway, getting back to yvour specific question, [ felt
it was important to conduct a concentrated effort at one
place. This allowed me the opportunity to get familiar
with the facility and stafl; beneficial for a more thor-
ough search effort. I spent close to four vears, 1999
2003, of monthly visits, sometimes five times a month)
at the College Park facilitv. As a result I believe a good
95 percent of the material T found has never been seen
belore, especially the foo-lighler documents.

Redfern: Evervone in the UFO field has heard
the foo fighters, bul vour book discusses various other
forms of UFO seen during World War 11. Please outline
the basic types of UFO seen during the war: shape,
LfI]U] S17e, :111[! |nt ation.
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Archives al Marvland. was described, bhut
The amount of docu- mosl instances report
mentalion there is im- some form of light as
: ' a :

mense in scope. The H.INT Emm '“TH Lm N m hping the one and (1]1|:.,'
challenge was  that feature. Shapes varied,
]’]'.Idr'l";

both military and civil-
ian, potenti ally hold documentation re searding the phe-

Chester: One of the
misconceptions in the
post-war UFO litera-
ture is that all the war
time sightings  were
called the foo fighters.
That is why in Strange
Company | Llﬂ'ir:ﬂ_r dis-
cuss the Scandinavian
sightings that occurred
a few vears prior (o
1939. These sightings
were significant in that
they revealed a trend
that continues to this
day. Various colored
lights were observed
in the skyv and were re-
ported sporting differ-
ent shapes: rectangular,
circular, and round.

During the war, names
were given to the
M“htlﬂ"‘u such as the
hﬂhf ltw thing, balls of
fire, and of course foo
fichters. In some cases
a distinct solid object

but the majority of the
objects or aircraft were
circular, spherical. or disc-shaped in design.

Regarding the location of sightings, I believe that
the UFOs were seen around the world in consider-
able number, but most of the sightings mentioned in
Strange Company were over the Italian, European, and
Pacific theaters of operation. While my book is heavy
with E Lnr]prum sightings, | include L.whhum. SEEeN OVEer
Australia, Canada, nﬂldnrl Russia, and thl, United
States; and [ think one over Japan and Germany. So I'd
have to say that stating the sightings were primarily
concentrated in one ;wn;uglplm al region is inaccurate
at this stage of research.

Redfern: Were there official investigations of UFOs
in World War IT along the lines of the U.5. Air Force's
Project Blue Book? Or was it a case of the agencies just
logging the reports and filing them away EJI.!I.-.I.H.‘\I’ they
didn’t know what to do with them?

Chester: Here's where | believe Strange Company of
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fers new insight. Up until now the general consensus

is that no war-time UFQ investigation look place. The
primary reason for this assumption is that there was
not enough man-power and time to waste pursuing an
aerial phenomenon. There was a brutal war occurring
on an unprecedented scale. How could the Allies de-
vote resources to such an topic when there were so
many pertinent issues at hand?

This logic is sound, but it has always been chal-
lenged by UFO researchers—as early as the 1950s. 1
personally believe the phenomenon represented an

incredible threat to the Allied governments. As the
reader progresses through Strange Company, it will

become clear that the unknown aerial reports caused
much concern in Allied air intelligence circles. This
is a kev point.

It needs to be remembered that the Allies were very
aware that much was not known about Germany’s
technological advances. The U.S. government was
rfJITl])lL—‘iL]'-. paranoid that Hitler had an atomic ]Jnmh
It was something that could not be ignored. And i
wasn't.

Arguably the most important intelligence gather-
4ng operation of the war, once we got into I1.:]'-. was
the ALSOS mission. This mission was charged with
finding evidence that Germany had an atomic bomb.
The ALSOS mission was charged with carrving out a
critical investigation. one that Presi-
dent Roosevell knew must succeed,
and quickly. For this reason alone, |
feel the ALSOS mission was an influ-
encing factor that caused the U.S. to
ponder many scenarios, including the
unconventional aircraft sightings.

This is why 1 feel there was a great
deal of attention placed on the phe-
nomena sightings. When Allied air-
men  reported observing unusual,
highly advanced. and unidentified
aircraft, it didn’t take much to under-
stand the potential disaster. What if
Germany had designed an operable
aircraft that defied known aerodynamic
principles and this aircraft could deliver an atomic
bomb anvwhere in the world?

50 yes, | feel the degree of interest in the UFO sightings
was far greater than has been suspected. And this is why
[think it was warranted to aggressively monitor the phe-
nomenon, utilizing military unils, civilian organizations,
and key scientists and engineers. It can be further rea-
soned that the wartime investigations were continued
without a break, including U.S. Air Force personnel as-
signed to investigate flving saucers under the code names
we know exist starting in the late 1940s: Projects Saucer,
Sign, Grudge, and Blue Book.
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The code
names we know
exist starting in

the late 1940s:
Projects Saucer,

Sign, Grudge,
and Blue Book.

Redfern: Were any conclusions reached by the au-
thorities?

Chester: My research has fallen short regarding any
conclusions reached by investigations of the foo fght-
ers or other unconventional aircraft during the war.
The closest we have to a conclusion is located ina U.S.
Central Intelligence Agency document: the Robertson
Panel/Durant l{u_—*pm'l |]n-|£‘t1 by the CIA, a panel of
esteemed scientists met in Imumn 1953 to review the
best UFO evidence and determine whether the UFOs
posed a national security threat.

In that report it briefly mentioned that the foo fight-
ers were deemed nothing more than misidentified

sightings of St. Elmo’s fire or other natural phenome-
na. But thv kev point made within the Robertson Panel
report is that “their [foo fighters] exact cause or nature
was never defined.” This was written eight years after
the war.

Importantly, it was Dr. Howard P Robertson who

chaired the CIA panel of eminent scientists and the
same Howard Robertson who was appointed to head the
foo-fighter investigation as part of General Eisenhower’s
Supreme Hm[h;mrtr'lh Allied Expeditionary Force's
(SHAEF) Scienltific Tntelligence Advisory Section.

Redfern: For vou personally, what
were four or five of the most impres-
sive reports that you found?

Chester: | have to admit that many
of the more extraordinary UFO sight-
ing accounts were loc ated by :J!hPI‘ re-
ﬁnnrr,]'mrs It was these sightings that
helped inspire me to continue plowing
through the endless files at the Nation-
al Archives.

While 1 found very little during the
1942 and 1943 period, I did find mate-
rial in the 1944 period. One of the most
intriguing sightings occurred in March
1944. A “silver, cigar-shaped object like
an airship” was seen crossing a bomber's path, ap-
proximately 2- to 3-thousand feet away. and the crew
felt they could see “windows along the bottom of the
ohject.”

The key words in the document were like an airship.
It seems that identifying a dirigible only a couple thou-
sand feet awav would not be too difficult. That sight-
ing was listed in a memorandum discussing “Light
and other Defensive Phenomena.”

Of all the memoranda I located, | would have to say
that the early 1945 exchanges between the 415" Night
Fighter Squadron, XII Tactical Air Force, and the First
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- .AIR !!Tl!;l SeCaEs. ({\K\
» §AE FARAT RTERD |
hi.x?.‘"ﬁ “y .7D7 L #RT FORCE. \_{

responsible, but SHAEF also regret-
ted not being able to provide any
kind of satisfactory explanation.

It was in one of these exchanges
that Dr. Robertson was requested
to investigate the foo fighters. In

the Pacific theater of operation,
— araF ATHRD B3/ A=2- another impressive report offered
o a very brief description about the
o T Tight PAmORenc “halls of fire” sightings over ]a-
- veadou FreTS 5.8.8.T. ‘.*t._.: o peml Ll pemer pan. Tfns small memo w:uhrpaﬂ_ of
(e nttemt m+ of Chied I General Arnold s—lﬂumnxhuuhng
Y npricer. . Bradley). General of the entire 1.5, Army
_ I— Air  Forces—daily intelligence
spers FoctiVie L @t briefing.
1 Abtachan ST C\PL':E“?:J' S Tl :”'L: :h_: "u":hvrm.zd I’ruu'ﬁnql in on the side of the
Tag. aF SUrCE "r-r; cho h15th -4'1‘ Figa T 5..:_--'_.-;_*-:_“__;1.15 page was “Intelligence to obtain
e ‘Tﬁ‘ -f ﬂn;.r. s b8 esithAnE ﬂ:ﬂ_ .:.. spae ilotE f vl CTETS Dr. Von Karman, Dr. Bush, and
:-::_,. e metier, a4 D "‘;:"h;‘ e, 44 1s cwad ’-":‘ift}r; any other worthwhile wview.”
| ve boossiny SLiERtLD "‘ﬁ:"m dene +o amt v ?'- ToE This is pretty significant because
evory“Hing, ponsible imoee Dr. Vannevar Bush was Presi-
AT g ALT MARIEUEY dent Roosevelt’s and Truman's
mﬁwﬂ‘lﬂt"‘d’_n_,".. - ieptific adviser. Or. V K
. 4 Copier of the rvpc'_ﬁﬁt S ten it TROPTIANII scientific adviser. Dr. Von Kar-
i PRI J““r:ﬂ'_‘ Lir. Reperinor) hasm ™2 man was one r;l'_ thn 1.5, top
¥ pov soa of ) theoretical physicists regard-
A — gat be 65 well ing aerodynamics. Why would
—— it la wt ';_ ;:x r o vinit the Tni General Amold need to reach
e 5oy AdL o : Jl‘+efrf\:]-ﬂ;rri~r 4 riret hand frec outside his extensive Air Tech-
.-;J:':r pf oo cbtaln PeRoTLE S nical Intelligence apparatus
- reTow —— to query his top scientists for
por the Deputy Bupreue Cocrondor, Summhmg ;1.*3 ﬁl]]‘l]]ll-! as antiair-
: craft rockets?
L A
: Redfern: How did the media
C.x., GFLEP treat the reports back then?
Zﬂgﬁz e 2 Chester: It was not until
A January 1945 that coverage
m1 of the phenomenon became
large enough to attract the

Tactical Air Force (Provi-
sional) were the most impressive for several reasons
For one, it is the first set of documents that confirm

that confusion reigned over the foo-fighter phenom-
enon. Those exchanges also included a response from
the British Air Ml]ll‘-l]"l. indicating that Royal Air Force
Bomber Command crews had “for some time been re-
porting similar phenomena.”

It was further stated: “The whole aflfair is still sume-
thing of a mystery, and the evidence is very sketchy
and varied so that no definite and satisfactory ex-
planation can yet be given.” Later, SHAEF's Air staff
reported to the First Tactical Air Force (Provisional)
that flak rockets and the German Me-262 were likely

was in response lo
Most of the foo-
sighlings reporte d

In facl, il was mer

gd the name foo fi

Getting back to
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magazines like Time and Newsweek,

|11'|nmr:l_'.r with the 415

attention of large newspapers and
This media blitz
the foo-fighter sightings.

fighter coverage relayed stories of
tw H.mcrwan night- ﬁnhts'r CTEWS,
5% Night Flghter Squadron.

ymhbers of the 415% who named the
strange objects foo fighters, and for the next couple of
months the foo ﬁghinr.»; taok center stage.

This couple-month rash of media reporting cement-

ghters in the public's mind. As a

result, the foo fighters became the pet name used as
the catch-all term to describe the wartime sighting that
still continues today.

he war, the media coverage was
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pulsating with an array of theories tryving to explain
what the |:|110l5 were secing. Lu'r'-.Ihmu 1mrn enemy
gun-ranging devices to ball l]“hl!’]li]“ was explored as
a possible explanation.

In many cases the press reports incensed the pilots
because the theories made them feel like fools. The
pilots knew the difference between a meteor streaking
in the heavens, a flare, and St. Elmo’s fire.

The pilots were trained observers who had excep
tional sight and took pride in their observational skills.
[ learned during my contact with a few of the veterans
that they were ‘ot happy with how the press treated
their sightings; they actually considered some of the
coverage as a personal attack on their integrity.

Redfern: Was there a reluctance on the part of air
crews to report sightings back then? Or was there no
UFO stigma/ridicule factor at that time?

Chester: Oh
by those who were not witnesses, But aside from the
airmen's disgust with the media's handling of their
sightings, they were far more disappointed and sur-
prised with the attitudes of the intelligence men (S-

ves, there was a great deal of disbelief

more than one crew observed the same object during
a mission.

Redfern: Do you feel that authorities knew that these
things were not Allied or Axis in origin and deliber-
ately covered up evidence of alien activity? Or were
both sides just balfled by the data?

Chester: Thal's one of the questions T had asked my-
self every time I added another astonishing ‘»1"|!111Hj.,
account to my data base. It is very plausible to suggest
that Allied command had uncovered evidence of alien
activity, and they were keeping it under wraps. But if
true, we have to assume that once the war began, if the
Allied or Axis nations had any information regarding
alien visitation, it was definitely being kept secret be-
vond the level of the atomic-bomb information. Many
skeptics will scoff at this position.

I'm not saying it happened: although, why not?
There is no reason not to explore such possibilities.
To continue: Information so far indicates that during
the war's early vears, Allied air commands were sim-
ply regarding the reported phenomena as misidenti-
fied enemy aircrafll or antiaircraft weaponry. By late

“In many cases the press reports incensed the pilots because
the theories made them feel like fools. The pilots knew the
difference between a meteor streaking in the heavens, a

flare, and St. EImo’s fire.”

2s) who were responsible for interviewing the crews
about the mission.

In most cases the intelligence men ridiculed the
crews, made fun of their stories, and even thought the
crews were drinking. This attitude was in turn causing
the airmen to remain quiet, k{'{"]IIF' the more bizarre
sightings to themselves; this issue alone represents a
problem with many sighting not being documented
through official channels. It should '|]rl remembered
that many pilots feared being grounded for physical or
psychological health reasons,

As the war progressed, unit commanders likely real-
ized that it was « :mntorpu:ndur!m* and too Eielr'l.”l'lliﬂl‘\
to ignore possible enemy advancements. As reports
began to mount, I feel the squadron-level air-intel-
ligence personnel were instructed to encourage the
crews to provide every possible detail of their »li_’hh
ing. Furthermore, despite whatever mandate the unit-
level air il]tn]ligt*m.ff were following, T think they were
personally becoming more apt to believe something
weird was observed by the crews, especially when
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1944, with combined information provided by many
intelligence gathering operations, numerous sighting
reports, captured scientists, engineers, and military
personnel, and the recapturing of Nazi occupied terri-
tory, I believe the authorities were starting to look for
answers elsewhere.

It must be pointed out that jet-propelled aircraft and
rockets were already on the scene, and it did not take
long for the Allied commands to identify and deal
with that threat. In reality, Allied military command
felt Nazi jets had entered the conflict much too late to
be an effective deterrent,

Hitler's resources were becoming smaller by the
month. We were destroving Germany's industrial fa-
cilities much quicker than they could recover. We were
beating the German war machine down, but Hitler still
had a sizable army, one that could throw a curve ball.

Many people believe that curve ball was secret tech-
nology that explained the foo fighters. But how can
the earlier UFO sightings, prior to 1944, be explained?
It's my understanding that the German rocket program

UFoO
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was not that advanced until 1944, The
same goes for the Japanese war machine
They. too, had tricks up their sleeves. They
also had quite the technology exchange
with Germanv.

But the unconventional aircraft phenom-
enon was occurring over the Pacific areas
as it was over Europe: strange sightings
among conventional weaponry. The [act
was that Allied air forces dominated the
skies. By the time Japan had surrendered
in mid-1945, there was no reason for re-
ports of any unknown aerial activity. As
the closing months of the war neared, |
think the Allied staff was just as bafflled
as they were when the Pacific campaign
started.

Then there was Len Stringfield’s sighi-
ing after Japan’s capitulation. Conserva-
tively speaking, [ think that during the
war all countries around the globe had
their own level of awareness regarding

" ——
SR Gl T ——

SRCRET

K]
Ancli ﬂf a. A.'-‘E : \
Air Staff g .H,4 ']d{l /
Fro . Alr Ministry, p,rh f/
Date : 1ath¢upm
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The papers
@ subject which you en-

dealing with

ith
8.37155/ your memo SHAEF Alir/

AZ dated 11th Pewsruy
;wru Boan carefully u:lminud‘:gii
lecussed with the various othe
Departments concerned, i

Bomber Command

for some time crews have

boen report -

lar phenonema, 4 rnpof :Ef -

;gand aireraft may hava baan uye

262 :::E:::- the reat, flak rockets
ed ag th

explanation, e

contain  highly
exotic informa-
tion. This is
why I feel there
is much more
documentation
awaiting dis-
F COVETY.

I also found
reason o sug-
gesl that docu-
ment sanitation
was  DCCUrTing.
One example re-
gards a sighting
that was discov-
ered by British
researchers Andy
Roberts and Da-
vid Clarke. 1l oc-
curred on May
27-28, 1943 over
Essen, Germany.

unusual highly sophisticated aircraft—
gtherwise known as the UFO phenom-
BIon.

Redfern: What was the most surpris-
ing thing that you found?

Chester: During my research effort,
I'd have to say that what surprised me
most was aclually locating any male-
rial. [ had my doubts, only because it's
been six decades since the war ended,

& and a book on the war had not been written. I thought

maybe researchers befure me had thoroughly combed
the records.

But I was wrong, and T did uncover bits and pieces
that confirmed there was a real wartime UFO phe-
nomenon that perplexed the Allied commands right
up through the end of the conflict. Of that material,
my favorite was when I located reference to a “Sper.
Binder” dealing with “phenomena” related sightings
that was being kept by the U.5. War Department.

Though I only found a few examples of weaponry
related phenomena. such as flares and rockets, desig-
nated for filing in the “Spec. Binder”, the importance

B8 of the “Spec. Binder” discovery, for me, was reading

¥

between the lines. The Spec. Binder reinforced the
likelihood of at least one high-level aerial phenomena
investigation prior to those initiated during early 1945
in response to the foo fighter sightings.

Since the Spec. Binder shows that time and effort
was delegated to phenomena sightings, it can be pro-
posed that other Spec. Binders exist, and they may

atill Gomething of a t
the evidence 1a v aiae oF And
varied so that nn:r:r Saotci and

Batisfactory sxplan
be given, Ranatie 'c_.'n
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According to co-
pilot Sergeant
Gordon Cock-
croft, he and his
pilot encountered

The whole affaip is

definite and

yat : ;

e oy a large “cylindri-
2 b cal” object, sus-

pended in the

- Hophing air as his bomber

Croup Captaie passed by.

The crew could
see portholes lin-
ing the side of the “silvery-gold” aircraft. Suddenly
the object climbed at an incredible rate of speed, esti-
mated at several thousand miles per hour, until it was
out of sight.

Once back at base the crew was debriefed as usual.
Oddly, the air intelligence men acted as if the crew’s
report was not sensational at all. 1 located a British
Flak Liaison Officer report describing the above mis-
sion, and there was no mention of the incredible sight-
ing. Can we ignore their testimony? Can we call them
liars? I don't think so.

I also located military documentation verifying an
actual foo-fighter investigation, the one headed by Dr.
Howard P. Robertson. Since [ had no illusions I'd find
a wealth of material, I still felt it was possible, and that
thought kept me motivated.

Many months would pass before I found anvthing
even remotely close to the subject. It is necessary that
I explain to the reader that very little wartime military
or government UFO-type documentation has been re-
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covered. While Strange Company is full of new docu-
mentation, it's mralh ¢|'|,|]|l a small amount in « mn[l.in-
son to what [ believe should exist.

Hrdﬁ*rn What sorts of records did vou find in the
archives? Was it just raw data, or detailed studies, ora
combination of both?

Chester: | located mission reports and intelligence
memoranda. My four-yvear search at the archives in
volved me reviewing a huge amount of material that
had no connection with UFOs. For one, that term did
not exist. In fact, my real challenge was reading the
documents and determining whether the person writ-
ing the report was using catch-all terms like flares. jets,
and rockets to discuss a sighting that in actuality was
something far more 1=x11=mnhn.m.

It should be pointed out that despite the concen
trated efforts ]:l'.. UFO researchers studying the Proj-
ect Bluebook files, it's my understanding that there
are still missing documents. This is known because
of references in one report of another report, and that
report can’t be located. So in this regard. | feel Strange
Admpany has only scratched the surface of World War
II UFO records awaiting discovery.

Redfern: Talk a bit more aboul
the investigations that went on.

Chester: We now know through
official documentation that the
British and Americans were con-
ducting investigations. In Strange
Company, three men are intro-
duced who were actively involved
with those investigations,

Earlier, I mentioned that Dr
Howard P. Robertson coordinated
the foo-fighter investigation out of
SHAEF. An intelligence office oul
of General Spaatz’s First Tactical
Air Force (Provisional) was also
requested to report to the 415"
Night Fighter Squadron in re-
sponse to the uproar over the foo
fighter sightings.

I point out that this suggests
there were possibly two separate
investigations in place: one with
SHAEF and one with the First
Tactical Air Force. And accord-
ing to the 1953 Robertson Panel
report, there were two olher scientists involved with
investigating the foo fighters: Dr. David T. Griges and
Dr. Luis Alvarez. Both men were radar experts.
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The crew could see
portholes lining the
side of the
“silvery-gold”
aircrafft.
Suddenly the object

climbed at an
incredible rate of
speed, estimated at
several thousand
miles per hour, until
it was out of sight.

Griggs worked oul of the War Department as a scien-
tific adviser and Alvarez was involved to some capac-
ity with the atomic-bomb project. But it was Griggs,
who was cited in the Robertson Panel report as being
the “most knowledgeable” person regarding the foo
fighters. He is on record as saving he wrote reports,
but of course. these reports have never heen located.
His report was one of the prime targets of my investi-

gation.

When il comes to the investigations conducted by
Germany, Italy, and Japan. we are lacking official doc-
umentation that verifies claims of such investigatlions.
Stories of enemyv ]nlnr*- seeing UFO activity exist. 1
have one q=\l1m|}|p in my lan that veteran Warren
Barber tald me about. He said that after the war he
attended a conference and the speaker was an ex-in-
telligence officer with the Army Air Force who had
interviewed German pilots who reported seeing the
foo fighters.

Barber, who had a sighting of his own, was told that
a British crew saw the same thing he did that night. In
my mind, there is no doubt that the Axis powers were
conducting unconventional aircraft investigations of
their own.

Information surrounding an Italian investigation
starting in the early 1930s has
surfaced in recent years. This in-
formation, I believe, is still being
investigated. Until we orchestrate
intensive coordinated investiga-
tions in archives around the world,
| feel this question will remain
unanswered for some time. | say
coordinated because I'm not sure
how much progress the research-
ers in Germany, Italy, and Japan
have made regarding uncovering
documentation detailing official
wartime investigations.

Besides the Italian documents
released in recent vears concern-

ing ltaly’s wartime involvement
with the UFO phenomenon begin-
ning in the early 1930s, if other

foreign official records exist, they
have not been made available for
general public consumption. I am
very aware that my research effort
falls short with this matter, and 1
need to explore it further.

Redfern: Were you surprised at
how much material you uncov-
ered that had been either overlooked or not found be-
fore®

UFO
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Chester: I'd like to point out that two excellent re-
searcher/historians, Jan Aldrich and Barrv Green-
wood, were very instrumental with the genesis of my
investipation. Another valuable source of information
was a paper written by Jeff Lindell, who had con-
ducted research on the subject for his college thesis.
These couple of resources helped me determine the
clearest picture of what military documentation was
available and what was known about the World War 11
sightings.

Redfern: You don't delve into the classic Nazi-saucer
angle, or the few reports that exist on alleged crashed
UFOs in World War 1. Were there specific reasons for
that?

Chester: My first couple of drafts of the book includ-
ed the purported German flving-saucer program and
other secret technology. That material alone would

double the size of this book. 1 strug-

Although 1

had copies of
the most perti-
nent material
from their ar-
chives, 1 still
hunted down
the original

documents  for

gled with this issue for vears hf*fnri*
deci iding to not include the Nazi-
saucer aspect of the UFO phenom-
enon. Currently, there are several
books in publication that deal with
the German angle more effectively,
and thev offer tantalizing informa-
tion that, I feel, can't be totally dis
recarded.

myself, T want-
ed to determine

if one looks at the
documen-

Ir1||-|'|*.5I]|L§_;]§.'.

if something was overlooked along the way. Again,
remember, fhr‘ term Irm .*:c-hrr I' wWas a namse unl'n
the objects by the 415 '\Jﬂhl Fighter "‘nqudil]:ln
Other units were calling these *-lt’hhlll"-. by an as-
sortment of terms Lm.ludmf_', jets, flares, lights, and
bhalls of fire.

tation |
gleaned
from the
National
Archives,
there is ev-

Another problem with the mis-
sion  reports is not knowing
whether all the sighting informa-
lion was included. Did the intel-
ligence officer debriefing the crew
use the term jet ar {lare to describe
the sighting in place of describing
an unknown light or aircraft that
displayed very odd flight and per-
formance characteristics? Eventu-
ally, T was surprising myself by
the material T was finding. For
example, it became apparent that
there were far too many sightings
of enemy jet-propelled night hullT-
ers as per what is known to have
existed.

[t was also very apparent that
most of the mission reports were
abbreviated for passing through
normal intelligence  channels.
Anvway, given the amount of
documents 1 reviewed as com-
pared to what exists and has not
been checked, I was surprised by
the number of documents T uncov-
ered relating to the phenomena
sightings.

UrFo

The First
Tactical Air Force
(Provisional) thought
that flak rockets and
the German Me-262
were likely
responsible, but

SHAEF also

regretted not
being able to
provide any kind of
satisfactory
explanation.

ery reason
to think it was German experimen-
tal aircraft or weaponry that was
reported by the Allied airmen. But
when placing that material among
the prewar and postwar UFO

sightings reported by military
personnel and civilians, along
with the extraordinary wartime

sightings that defy explanation
even mdm. a whole new picture
emerges, therefore greatly chal-
lenging the idea that UFOs during
the war were the result of German
advanced-aircraft projects.

Since my book runs chronologi-
cally, I think the reader will enter-
tain the German secret-technology
aspect as being the culprit of the
u]unru.Pr!hnn.-tl ‘\1"h1]rlj}‘\ just as
the Allied command did. So that's
why I took the Nazi UFO material
out and primarily focused upon
the military sightings and the re-
action by the Allied command as
it was happening.

I think this is the strength of
Strange Company, and it's why [
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At the College
Park facility
there are well

feel the book’s material will provide
a fresh addition to the existing UFO
literature. Another area of research of
the UFO phenomenaon is the so-called
crash-and-retrieval element. Some re-

Chester: The only indication of
missing or secrel files are instances
where accounts do not match the re-
cords. For instance, the 415" NFS be-
longed to the 64" Fighter Wing, which

searchers feel several unconventional over belonged to the XII Tactical Air Com-
aircraft were recovered as early as mand. Many of the 415" NFS mis-
1941 in the United States and Italy. one hundred sion reports are abbreviated to the ex-
This area of research is highly de- tent that nothing is mentioned about
bated. Again, while my ears are not bﬂx&ﬁ ﬂf strange sightings in the 64" Fighter
turned off to such discussion, [ chose Wing reports.
to not include that material and keep Wﬂr}d Wﬂr II '1'111;5-'- iTL]i[:H!i:s to me that sighting re-
my book more focused on the Allied . . . ports were abbreviated for use in nor-
air forces’ handling of the phenom- ﬂ'II'-IHtEIthHEE mal intelligence channels, but fuller

enon. It is fun to ponder whether un-
conventional aircraft not from this
earth were shot down.,

Redfern: Was there any evidence,
strong or weak, to suggest that al least some of the re-
ally lllli'\[l]dllli:d wartime UF0Os were secret military
devices? Or did they all defy explanation?

€hester: The intelligence memoranda ['ve reviewed
reveals an important aspect to this story: There was
much confusion among air intelligence personnel re-
garding the sightings. The reports reflect a real effort
on their part in trying to identify the objects. In the Pa-
cific theater, General | emay’s XXI Bomber Command's
air intelligence staff worked hard trying to determine
what the "bhalls of fire” and “circles of light” were.
His intelligence staff wrote some of the most compre-
hensive reports found so far. Their intelligence memo-

randa cover in detail what they thought the balls of

fire represented technologically, in terms of Japanese
weapons and aircraft. But again it is worth noting that
these same reports are classic examples of the guess-
ing and theorizing conducted by the air-intelligence
staff about the observed phenomenon; the key ‘word
being phenomenon.

When Dr. Griggs was assigned to the Pacific Theater
as a scientific adviser to General Kennev, his balls-of-
fire investigation proved unsuccessful, even after in-
terrogating Japanese prisoners. As of September 1945,
he had found no evidence that all the sightings were
Japanese experimental aircraft or antiaircraft weapon-
rv. And, his Pacific report has never been located. So,
in essence, I would have to say that yes, at leasl some
ol the officially recorded sightings still defy explana-
tion.

Redfern: Is there any indication of missing files or
secret files that you tried to find—or that you learned
existed—but that vou didn’t manage to locate?
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files that are still
classified.

reports were in the hands of higher-
command levels, and these reports
were being passed around under the
radar. This can be seen when the XII
Tactical Air Command requested the
415" NFS to provide a report regarding the foo fighters
for review with the XII Tactical Air Command. The
64" Fighter Wing was left out of the loop.

This may seem like a minor detail, but when trying
to uncover classified information, little details like
this are very important for a researcher who's putting
the pieces of a puzzle together. As I mentioned, Dr.
Griggs verified that he investigated the foo fighters and
the halls of fire,

He said a balls-of-fire report was written, and it can
be assumed that since he investigated the foo fighters,
a report was written. Griggs did not have a copy as of
1969 and had no idea where it was located.

I'd like to point out that at the College Park facility
there are well over one hundred boxes of World War 11
air-intelligence files that are still classified. Knowing
they can’t be looked at is very intriguing, and [ wonder
il Dr. Griggs' report is among those files?

Redfern: What was the opinion of the old-time pi-
lots that vou personally were able to speak with?

Chester: To begin with, my investigation was in-
spired by Len “ﬂr]l:]ﬂﬁi‘hl who devoted many vears
to researching the UFO phenomenon. ‘-.Tm'lfrh[‘]rl felt
that his own investigations had proven to |11m that on
August 28, 1945 he had witnessed extraterrestrial air-
craft.

Harold Augspurger, the commanding officer of the
415" NFS squadron, still feels that |'Il'\ &1g|'|tmr= rep-
resented something far superior than what the Nazis
were capable of producing back then. He had seen
rockets and jets and they were totally different from
what he had seen. His opinion is that until he is con-
vinced otherwise, there is a good chance he too, wit-
nessed .k;m:u:.llhinf,; extraterrestrial.
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These two men are the strongest proponents of the
extraterrestrial hypothesis that [ personally communi-
cated with. Most of the other veterans I spoke with sat
on the fence, feeling that they had observed something
strange and had no trouble entertaining the idea that
what they saw was from another world. That concept
was alive in the minds of many during the 1940s, so
you can understand their acceptance of such ideas.

Some of the other witnesses 1 spoke with felt they
had witnessed German technology. despite the lack of
conclusive evidence. But I think that in general these
men ahmm'l tht’". were wilness to Humvthmb pretty re-
markable for the times, something that made most of
them feel uneasy and shaken (lmzm., their encounter
with whatever they were.

Redfern:: What is vour personal conclusion based
on your studies of wartime UFO activity?

Chester: 1 would have to say that due to my inter-
action with a few of
the wvelerans, il has
prompted me to sup-
port the theory that
the UFO phenome-
non is extralerrestrial
in nature. That’s just
my opinion, and | am
more than uil]i[l:., Ly
alter my view in light
of evidence discredit-
ing that theory. But I
have always accepted
the idea that the hu-
man race is not ﬁ]ﬂ'l'l.f‘!
in the universe, prob-
ably not alone within
a close proximity to
our solar system.
Who really knows?
Who can confidently
state that’s not pos-
sible? 1 would, how-
ever, find it more
shocking if the UFO
phenomenon was dis-
covered to be nothing
more than misidenti-
ficalions, natural and
celestial phenomena,
hallucinations, and
hoaxes. To me. that
discovery would be
far maore shocking
than alien visitation.

Some of the
other witnesses

I spoke with
felt they had

Redfern: What do vou
hope that the publica-
tion of the book will
achieve?

Chester: Tirstly, |
hope Strange Company

Wi Iness Ed becomes a valuable re-
source to researchers of
German the UFO phenomenon

and provides them with
information that helps
compliment their own
research efforts. By no
means is this book com-

technology,
despite the lack

ﬂf conclusive prehensive; I feel my
. research effort has only
evidence. scratched the surface

of information that is
awaiting discovery in archives around the world.

When I began my investigation, one of the goals I
wanted to achieve was to provide a valuable source of
information that can be included alongside the works
of those who inspired me and contributed greatly to
the study of the UFO phenomenon: Donald Keyhoe, |.
Allen Hynek, Edward Ruppelt, Jacques Vallee, Jerome
Clark, Timothy Good, Wendy Connors, Barry Green-
wood, Jan Aldrich, vourself, Richard Hall, Kevin Ran-
dle, and many more | don't have room to list. Only
time will tell if I hit that mark, but I've given it my
best shot.

Secondly, I hope the publication of this book finds
its way to the remaining World War I veterans. Each
day more and more accounts are lost for good. I hope
it inspires those who have had a similar sighting or
experience to come forward and contact me or one of
the major UFO organizations; Mutual UFO Network
(MUFON]) and Center for UFO Studies (CUFOS]).

Thirdly, 1 hope Strange Company reaches an audi-
ence, such as those interested in the Second World
War, who would not normally pick up a UFO book.
I believe the book will offer them a fresh and fasci-
nating story, giving them a glimpse of a phenomenon
that was occurring during an unprecedented time in
mankind’s history. In closing, | would like to thank
you, Nick, for this interview and UFO Magazine for
giving me this opportunity.

Keith Chester's Strange Company: Military Encounters
with UFOs in World War I1 is published by

Anomalist Books: www.anomalisthooks.com.

ISEN: 1933665203, Price: 517.95,

Mick Redfern can be contacted at his UFO blog:
www.ufomystic.com
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