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Date:  23 August 2019
Time:  10 PM
Location:  West Hartford, Connecticut
Duration:  30 minutes
No. of witnesses:  Six

Witness statements:

Short description of event:  We saw an orb-like object float over the treetop and slowly go in a 
downward direction.

Detailed description of event:  We were outside watching the sky. An object on the horizon 
caught the attention of one of our group. We all watched it. First it was stationary then it slowly 
moved from left to right. As it moved right it decreased in altitude. I would say the object was 
the size of a golf ball. There was a balloon festival that night. Perhaps it was a sky lantern being 
launched from it. The object was an orange color that twinkled. We watched it until it went 
below the tree line and out of sight. No noise was heard from the object. This object was seen 
between 10 - 10:30.

Reporting witness checked boxes that objects or lights fell like a leaf, appeared solid, had 
circular shape, had apparent size of golf ball and with actual size under one foot, prominent color 
was yellow, they brightened, were 20 degrees above horizon at closest approach and at a distance 
of 501 feet to one mile, and their flight path was “hovering then path.”

Investigator’s Report:

Synopsis:  The witness(s) reported: We saw an orb-like object float over the treetop and slowly 
go in a downward direction.

Pre-event activity:  Outdoors with a group of sky-watch observers.

Investigator’s summary and conclusions:  I held an interview by email with witness.  Both the 
witness and myself came to the same conclusion, that this was the "typical" case of a Chinese 
Lantern.  No far from his location, there was a Balloon Festival that was going on and they 
admitted prior to that date that in past festivals that Chinese Lanterns had been let go.  I received 
other statements from the other members of the sky watch group who were with the witness 
describing essentially the same thing that the witness saw.  Closing this case with a disposition 
of:  IFO - Man-made Object.


