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Here’s what you need to know about this
year’s Plainville Hot Air Balloon Festival

By SUSAN DUNNE
HARTFORD COURANT | AUG 23, 2019

The 2019 Plainville Balloon Festival returns to Norton Park Aug. 23 to 25 with the usual Friday-night balloon glow, 3
balloon launches, live music, food, drink and fireworks (Sean Fowler / Special to The Courant)

Flying in a hot-air balloon was on Garry Guertin’s bucket list. So his wife bought
him a ride at the Plainville Hot Air Balloon Festival for his birthday in 2001. It
changed his life.
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“You get a different viewpoint in a hot-air balloon. People will fly in planes but they
don’t get the chance to look at the scenery because they go so fast or are so high up

they can’t see anything,” says Guertin, who lives in Southington.

“The scenery continues to change very slowly and peacefully. It’s great for all the

different seasons. It’s interesting to see the layout of the land.”

Guertin joined the crew of a hot-air balloon and eventually got his own license. He
is now a private pilot, who participates each year in the Plainville Fire Company’s
Hot Air Balloon Festival, which returns to Plainville’s Norton Park Aug. 23 to 25.

Live music, a balloon glow and fireworks kicks off the free festival on Friday
evening. Other highlights of the weekend: three balloon launches, more music, a
car show, hundreds of craft vendors, and food booths and trucks, and private

balloon rides. Expect a crowd.

Guertin is one of about 20 hot-air balloonists expected to attend the event. As a
private pilot, he does not take passengers, but some of the pilots work

commercially and will give rides.

The websites of the commerecial pilots list rates ranging from $250 to $350 per
person for a flight. Customers should inquire at the time of booking if there is an
up-charge on the day of the festival.

The time in the air ranges from 45 to 75 minutes, but fliers should plan on three
hours to figure in preparation, a safety tutorial and follow-up. Weather conditions
determine how far the balloon travels. Registering in advance is suggested, but if
there is room pilots will take customers on-site. A list of companies providing rides

is at ctlighterthanair.org.

[From CTNow] New 4D theater opens with two-story screen at Maritime

Aquarium »

“Flying in a balloon is something everybody needs to try,” Guertin says.
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Following is a schedule breakdown of the 3-day festival.

FRIDAY

The balloon glow on Friday is at dusk, just before the fireworks. (Nick Caito / Special to the Courant)

Hours are 6 to 10 p.m., when the band Blameless Project will perform, followed by
Nashville Drive. At dusk, there will be a balloon glow, when all the balloons are
filled with gas and lit up. The balloons are then deflated and put away in time for
the fireworks at around 9 p.m. (The fireworks will be moved to Saturday in the case

of inclement weather.)

Saturday

Saturday’s balloon launch is at 6
a.m., then balloons will be put away
until the second launch at 6 p.m.

(Balloon launches vary in length



depending on the weather.) The
festival hours 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

A car show follows the balloon launch on Saturday. . .
(Sean Patrick Fowler, Special to the Courant) The music schedule 1S:

¢ Shot Down performs from noon to 2
p.m.
e Greg Mattsen from 2:30 to 4 p.m.
e Curl Daddies from 4 to 5:30 p.m.
e Sick Since Sunday from 6 to 9 p.m.

Saturday also features a car show. All cars are welcome. Registration is $10 at the
park entrance. The first 100 cars get a dash plaque. Trophies will be awarded at 4
p.m. Proceeds from the car show and vendor fees are donated to scholarship funds
and youth sports programs.

Sunday

The festival ends with a launch at 6 a.m.
Photos from the 2018 Plainville hot air balloon festival »

More details

When and where: The Plainville Fire Company’s 35th annual Hot Air Balloon
Festival is at Norton Park on Route 177 Aug. 23 to 25.


https://www.courant.com/community/plainville/ctnow-pictures-plainville-hot-air-balloon-festival-20180825-photogallery.html#nt=interstitial-manual

Parking: During the 6 a.m. launches, spectators may park at Norton Park, but
they must remove their cars afterwards. During the festival hours, visitors can park
at the high school or at Robertson Airport. Free shuttles will run from 4 a.m. to

closing on Friday and 9 a.m. to closing on Saturday.

Weather: The event is weather-dependent and there is no rain date. Check

Facebook for weather cancellations.

Misc: The event is free. Pets are discouraged. More information:

plainvillefireco.com.

Susan Dunne can be reached at sdunne@courant.com.
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A morning launch wraps up the three day festival. (Courant file photo)

Susan Dunne
Hartford Courant
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Susan Dunne is a staff writer with a focus on arts and entertainment news. Her beat ranges from art
exhibits, film festivals, books releases, residents appearing on TV or any other topic of local interest.
Dunne has a journalism degree from California State University at Fullerton. Dunne came to The Courant
in 1989, starting as copy editor.

v 0O 0 o


https://www.courant.com/hc-susan-dunne-staff.html#nt=author-bio
https://www.chicagotribune.com/
https://www.nydailynews.com/
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/
https://www.dailypress.com/
https://www.thedailymeal.com/
https://www.baltimoresun.com/
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/
https://www.mcall.com/
https://www.pilotonline.com/
https://bestreviews.com/

COMPANY INFO

Careers Classifieds
Manage Web Notifications Place an Ad
Local print ads Contact Us

Help Center Terms of Service
Privacy Policy About Our Ads
About Us

Copyright © 2021, Hartford Courant


https://careers.tribpub.com/
https://www.courant.com/about/web-notifications/#nt=footer
http://mylocal.courant.com/
https://www.courant.com/about/help/#nt=footer
http://www.tribpub.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.courant.com/about/#nt=footer
https://www.courant.com/classified/#nt=footer
http://placeanad.courant.com/
https://www.courant.com/about/hc-contact-us-ngux-htmlstory.html#nt=footer
http://www.tribpub.com/central-terms-of-service/
https://www.courant.com/hc-about-our-ads-htmlstory.html#nt=footer

