
 

 

MUFON SAT CASE # 17MSAT12UFL-001 

STATUS REPORT 6/1/18 

By ROBERT SPEARING, MUFON #9921140 

NOTE: A chronology of 76 case summaries can be found at the end of this status report in Appendix A. 

 

OVERVIEW 

On December 9
th

, 2017, beginning about 7:00 P.M. Eastern Time and spanning about 4 hours, MUFON 

and the National UFO Reporting Center received 76 reports of strings of red and white lights crossing 

the United States beginning in an upward arc from South Carolina and eventually downward to Nevada. 

The U.S. Air Force through numerous newspaper and media outlets stated the following from an article 

excerpt of the TV station FOX Network Channel 31 website: 

“The lights were from a group of 17 C-17 jets from the 437th Airlift Wing that departed from Joint Base Charleston in 

South Carolina around 7 p.m. EST and flew cross-country, said Marvin Krause with Joint Base Charleston.Krause 

said that the event was a routine exercise that focused on joint forcible entry. Several U.S. Air Force bases supported 

the mission, which is a capstone event for students at the U.S. Air Force Weapons School at Nellis Air Force Base in 

Nevada. The training mission allows students to take what they've learned and apply it to a realistic training scenario, 

according to Krause. The planes returned to Charleston early Sunday morning.” 

There were many points at odds with the newspaper article. 

No reports found their way to MUFON about the return trip on Dec 10 of numerous airplanes. Why not? 

Although according to the military in other newspaper articles we procured, if this is an annual or semi-

annual exercise performed in June and December, shouldn’t flap reports to MUFON and NUFORC 

appear consistently every six months? They do not. 

Most peculiar of all was the number of sightings that appeared outside the South Carolina to Nevada 

flight arc as far north as Vancouver and to the southeast of Nevada in New Mexico including a focal 

point of concern in the north in Wyoming and Montana. 

Reports were sent in from South Carolina, Georgia, Illinois, Kansas, Missouri, New Mexico, Missouri, 

Wyoming, Utah, Nevada, Colorado, Montana and Vancouver, British Columbia. Also, a high amount of 

reports came in over Denver where the lights received extensive media coverage. Several excellent 

videos emerged on youtube.com. 

Another bizarre set of contradictory facts had some civilian reports saying the objects were as low as 

500 feet while others placed the objects at over 50,000 feet. In some reports the objects lingered in the 



 

 

sky for over 15 minutes which is impossible for C-17S flying in an east to west arc to do. Also, in some of 

the reports, witnesses also reported seeing dark objects without lights “blanking out the stars” on a 

clear night travelling the same flightpaths as the military planes. 

MUFON SAT Team brought in a retired radar expert in both military and commercial fields. Wishing to 

remain anonymous, this expert has over 50 years in radar aviation experience including radar arrays at 

White Sands Missile Range. 

SAT submitted FOIA requests to the FAA for radar data from three locations: Denver, Colorado, Stillwell, 

Kansas and Murphysboro, Illinois. All three locations had credible sightings. 

We subsequently learned from our radar expert that the FAA had given us useless information for 

Denver and Murphysboro but Stillwell proved a treasure trove for over 30 minutes from 2 ATC antenna 

sites. As a result, more Addendum FOIAS for Kansas are in progress to get additional radar site hits over 

a wider area around Stillwell.  

FAA  ATC FOIA radar data over Kansas that night that there were 13 to 15 C-17 military planes flying in 

formation under MARSA Protocols apparently at 30,000 feet. According to Wikipedia 

“MARSA designates the delegation of responsibility for separation of aircraft in flight to military 

authorities by civilian air traffic control authorities. MARSA is an acronym for Military Authority 

Assumes Responsibility for Separation of Aircraft.” Thus, air traffic control governed by the FAA 

ceded control to the military that night.  

Surprisingly, only the 1
st

 and 15
th

 aircraft in the formation flying single file used radar beacons while the 

interior planes did not. They are in effect, flying as one large object10 nautical miles long by 2 nautical 

miles wide at over 400 mph.  So far then, the Air Force story holds up to scrutiny. 

What our expert found disconcerting was the ½ mile distance between planes flying 400 mph over a ten-

mile stretch. This is quite dangerous at FAA ATC control altitudes of 30,000 feet. Usually MARSA planes 

fly nose to tail very close. Large separations allow for other aircraft to accidentally penetrate the 

formation and possibly result in collisions.  

Additional radar information from over Missouri and Kansas discovered that possibly C-130 aircraft were 

flying at 31,000 feet in a westward direction at over 300 miles per hour. This would negate them being 

seen in several reports as lingering for over 15 minutes. 

Radar data additionally found faint echoes of other radar reflective objects at low altitude in a 

perpendicular flightpath in a southern heading to the C-130S. This is why SAT is requesting additional 

FOIAS concerning Stillwell. Could this be the dark object at low altitude that some witnesses saw? 

Subsequent analysis shows a definite presence of up to three dozen radar reflecting non-transponding 

objects flying at a slow 50 mph pace between 2000 and 4000 feet in altitude under the C-130s that were 

in a position to cause a serious accident with commercial private aircraft flying at this altitude. The 

collision factor was possibly incredibly high! 

Enter Mr. Puckett, another radar expert and MUFON Investigator.  

Mr. Puckett requested FOIAS separate from SAT for radar data from Montana from 8 P.M. to 9 P.M. 

when the thirteen Montana sightings occurred Mountain Time. These sightings were well outside the 



 

 

South Carolina arc to Nevada. Mr. Puckett’s findings directly opposed our radar expert’s findings. No C-

130S. As a matter of fact, nothing unusual at all over Montana although there was one anomalous 

unknown object flying at an extraordinarily slow speed of 35 miles per hour. Possibly another dark 

object hanging around for over 15 minutes? Where were the strings of lights all over Montana that were 

showing up in witness reports but not in the radar data!!!!! 

As a result, our exprert has requested SAT submit even more FOIAS for Montana and Wyoming to try to 

duplicate Mr. Puckett’s findings. If thirteen Montana cases of strings of lights identical to those over 

Illinois turn out not to be C-130s upon reverification by our radar expert, then the Air Force has a 

problem explaining sightings over Montana, Wyoming, New Mexico and British Columbia. 

 

WEATHER ON DECEMBER 9
TH

, 2017 

Moon: waning gibbous – below the horizon and not visible across the USA at 8:30 PM Eastern Time 

 

Charleston S.C. -Eastern Time Zone 

7:15 PM TEMP 43’F Dew Pt. 39’F Humidity 87% Winds West @ 10 MPH. Cloudy. Ceiling 909 ft. 

Sautee, Georgia Eastern Time Zone 

8:00 PM TEMP 32’F Dew Pt.22’F Humidity 66% Winds West @ 14 mph. Cloudy. Ceiling 2,272 ft. 

Murphysboro, Illinois -Central Time Zone 

8:00 PM TEMP 27’F Dew Pt. 15’F Humidity 66% Winds North West @ 6 mph. Fair 

Lebanon, Missouri -Central Time Zone 

8:52 PM TEMP 25’F Dew Pt. 16’F Hum 69% Winds West North West @ 3 mph. Cloudy. Ceiling 2,045 ft. 

Denver, Colorado – Mountain Standard Time 

9:00 PM TEMP 33’F Dew Pt. 2’F Humidity 27% Winds South @ 9 mph. Cloudy. Ceiling 7,045 ft. 

Shoshoni, Wyoming* - Mountain Standard Time 

8:30 PM Temp 19’F Dew Point 16’F Hum 88% Winds West South West @ 3 mph. Cloudy. Ceiling 681 ft. 

*In a time aberration, sightings in Colorado are later than sighting times in Wyoming and Montana 

Bozeman, Montana* – Mountain Standard Time 

7:56 PM TEMP 15’F Dew Pt. 11’F Humidity 84% Winds East South East @ 5 mph. Cloudy. Ceiling 909 ft. 

*In a time aberration, sightings in Colorado are later than sighting times in Wyoming and Montana 

Manti, Utah – Mountain Standard Time 



 

 

9:53 PM  TEMP 23’F Dew Pt. 17’F Humidity 78% Winds South @ 8 mph. Partly Cloudy.  

Las Vegas, Nevada – Mountain Standard Time 

10:25 PM TEMP 59’F Dew Pt. 9’F Humidity 14% Winds Northwest @ 6 mph. Fair.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FLIGHTPATH OF AIRFORCE C-17S AND C-130S 

At approximately 7:00 pm, according to Joint Basse Charleston, C-17s took off flying west. They flew into 

Georgia and sightings occurred at Sautee, Georgia at approximately 8:03 PM.  



 

 

 

The aircraft then took a northwestern upward turn towards Tennessee and Kentucky where no sightings 

were logged by MUFON or NUFORC but one video from Kentucky emerged on youtube.com. Then the C-

17s crossed into southern Illinois, across Missouri and into Kansas around 8:30 Central Time flying at 

over 500 mph where they were eventually seen to land and be replaced by C-130s ascending and flying 

at over 300 mph.   

 



 

 

 

From Kansas, the aircraft flew due west into Colorado at 9:00 PM Mountain Time.

 

This is where the aberration comes into play. It is evident by the timeline the planes continued into Utah 

and down to Nevada to Nellis arriving sometime after 10:25 pm Pacific time. However after Stillwell 

Kansas, there was apparently an offshoot group that appeared north in Wyoming and Montana and yet 



 

 

another in Vancouver which then possibly went out over the Pacific Ocean. Those offshoot maps will 

follow the Utah and Nevada Maps below.  

 

 

 

So the transports made an arch from South Carolina north up to Illinois across Missouri and Kansas to 

Colorado heading due west where they began a slow southward curve through Utah down to Southern 

Nevada to Nellis AFB. 

This is where one problem arises namely reports from Wyoming and Montana where objects were seen 

heading east especially along Montana’s main interstate highways I-15 and I-90.  Strings of lights like the 

C-17s and C-130s south of Wyoming and Montana were also seen at the same time. However, many of 

the Montana reports show objects of low altitude according to the witnesses some as low as a thousand 

feet. They couldn’t be large loud transport planes. Additional mystery develops when two reports of 

landings on farmland came in.  

 

 



 

 

 

STATE BY STATE INVESTIGATION 

In order to address all of the disparate pieces of information required in this investigation, it is necessary 

to breakdown the aerial objects tracked across the country on December 9, 2017 and investigate what 

transpired over each state. 

 

Methodology 

For all states, the witness reports will be thoroughly analyzed to determine direction, altitude, size, 

witness credibility and a host of other factors. Witnesses, where necessary, will be re-interviewed by 

SAT to fill in details lacking in the reports and initial investigations. 

For the states of Kansas and Montana, primary radar returns will be used. MUFON SAT, within three 

weeks of the event had already submitted FOIA requests to the Federal Aviation Administration for 

Denver, Colorado, Stillwell, Kansas and Murphysboro, Illinois. Additionally, a MUFON Field Investigator 

William Puckett did additional FOIA requests for Montana data. The Stillwell Kansas data was given to 

MUFON in an undecipherable format and a FOIA request addendum was sent to the FAA asking for the 

data to be resent in .PPB format which our radar expert can translate. The FAA refused our request for 

data translation. While the Colorado data was too limited to provide any pertinent information, the 

Stillwell, Kansas data proved to be the key to potentially solving this case due to its richness and depth.  

SAT additionally sent a FOIA Request addendum for more radar sites around Stillwell specifically St. 

Louis, Joplin, Springfield and Columbia, Missouri. Our request was denied by the FAA and in their reply 

they stated the radar data was overwritten after 45 days and they could not comply. SAT contacted 

Columbia Regional Airport and Springfield Airport and the tower supervisor at Springfield said the FAA is 

mistaken and they possess both Springfield and Columbia’s ASR radar data for December 9
th

 and will 

provide it if SAT appeals the request within 90 days which we did. Eight months later and one follow up 

request in the bag, the FAA has told MUFON the request is still under appeal. MUFON fears that the FAA 

will return a verdict that in the interim 8 months the data has been overwritten.  The FAA’s original 

determination that stated the radar evidence was destroyed after 45 days, we believe, was a designed 

attempt to quiet us. U.S. Government FOIA regulations state that all FOIA requested data must be held 

“into perpetuity”. 

These two types of evidence (witness reports and radar data) are then combined to create a full picture 

of the night of December 9
th

 in an attempt to determine if anything anomalous happened or not. 

 

Avenues of Investigation to be Pursued 

1. What exactly transpired over Stillwell, Kansas where C-17s and C-130S heading westward were 

apparently intercepted by slow moving radar reflecting objects in time and space lacking 

transponders heading Southeast under the transport planes? Up to 3 dozen objects were 

tracked on radar. 



 

 

2. What transpired over Wyoming and Montana at the same time the transport convoy was flying 

over Colorado and Utah to the south including two reports of an object with multiple bright 

white and red lights landing in a farmer’s field (certainly not a C-130)? 

3. What transpired over Montana with Mr. Puckett’s radar data showing no C-130 or C-17 activity 

but again a slow moving radar reflecting object in the vicinity of numerous reports of strings of 

lights in the sky similar to the actual reports of the transport planes from multiple states; objects 

which were apparently not flying at 30,000 feet like the transports. 

4. How could C-17s and C-130s travelling at over 500 and 300 mph respectively take 15 to 20 

minutes to cross the sky from horizon to horizon and at times hover for several minutes in one 

spot in the sky? 

5. How could C-17s and C-130s be travelling in a west to east direction in Montana according to 

numerous witness reports when clearly they were flying east to west from South Carolina to 

Nevada? 

6. Were drone swarms being utilized over civilian areas specifically Stillwell, Kansas using C-17s and 

C-130s as “Motherships” ? 

7. Were massive airships flying over Montana and other states that night? 

SECTION ONE: STATES IN FLIGHT ARC 

 

South Carolina 

Joint Base Charleston (S.C.) is home to the 437 Airlift wing which according to BASE SPOKESPERSON 

Marvin Krause was the wing involved with the Joint Forcible Entry HALO parachuting exercise. 

 

According to the base’s website this is the mission of the 437
th

 airlift 

Wing: 

With 51 assigned C-17A Globemaster III aircraft, the 437th Airlift Wing provides a significant portion 

of Air Mobility Command's Global Reach airlift capability. The precise, flexible and responsive air 

mobility capability provided by the wing backs U.S. resolve and promotes worldwide stability.  

The 437th Airlift Wing's mission is to safely provide precise, reliable airlift worldwide, and its vision is 

to continue as the Nation's Airlift Wing of Choice...leading through Excellence and Innovation! The 

wing commands assigned airlift and supporting units to maintain assigned C-17A aircraft, load and 



 

 

unload passengers, out-sized equipment, bulk cargo and aeromedical evacuation. The Wing delivers 

passengers, equipment and supplies whenever and wherever required via airl and or airdrop 

missions. The 437 AW trains and executes the only C-17A special operations capability in the Air 

Force. 

The 437th Airlift Wing was the first operational C-17A wing in the Air Force. The wing's current fleet 

of 51 C-17A Globemaster III aircraft is valued at $11.5 billion, or $212 million per aircraft. Since its 

fielding, the C-17A has set or broken 33 world records to include payload to altitude, time to climb, 

and short takeoff and landing marks.  

The C-17 cruises at approximately 500 miles per hour at 28,000 feet (Mach .74). It also has a global 

range with in-flight refueling. Its maximum load is 170,900 pounds, and it can fit two large buses, 

three helicopters, one of the Army's newest tanks or other outsized cargo. In addition, it features a 

control stick as opposed to a traditional yoke and a heads-up display. It can airdrop both cargo or up 

to 102 paratroopers, and is able to land on small, austere runways as short as 3,000 feet with a full 

load. A basic C-17A crew consists of pilot, co-pilot, and loadmaster. 

437th Operations Group distinguishes itself by projection of America's global reach through direct 

delivery, airdrop and air refueling.  

437 AW AIRCRAFT PAST AND PRESENT  

T-7 Navigator 

T-11 Kansan 

C-46 Commando  

C-47 Skytrain  

C-119 Flying Boxcar  

C-124 Globemaster II  

C-130 Hercules  

C-141 Starlifter  

C-5 Galaxy  

C-17 Globemaster III 

So what we can determine from the website is that Mr. Krause’s initial statements add up. We will see 

both C-17s and C-130S in action and the 437
th

 provides both. We will also see that each C-17 can 

accommodate 102 paratroopers. If 17 C-17s departed Charleston, S.C. then we would have a formidable 

parachuting exercise. Something on the order of 1,734 paratroopers.  

However, our radar expert clearly delineates that the first group of C-17s from Charleston descended off 

the radar screen as if landing somewhere around Murphysboro at a landing sight we have not yet 

identified. C-130s travelling at almost 200 mph slower are seen to ascend from the Murphysboro area. 

So what happened to the 1,734 paratroopers that landed in Illinois and never made it to the drop 

location out west? 

It is also necessary to identify some additional assets mentioned by various news media as important to 

the case. Besides the 437
th

 Airlift wing originating out of Joint Base Charleston, there is USAF Weapons 

School originating out of Nellis AFB in Nevada which apparently utilized the manpower and equipment 

of the 437
th

 in a graduating class training mission. Please recall, the convoy of C-17S and c-130S from 

Charleston are destined for Nellis. 

The USAF Weapons School website details its mission as follows: 



 

 

The U.S. Air Force Weapons School trains tactical experts and leaders to control and exploit air, space 

and cyber on behalf of the joint force. 

Every six months, the school graduates approximately 100 Weapons Officers and enlisted specialists who 

are tactical system experts, weapons instructors and leaders of Airmen.  

Weapons Officers serve as advisors to military leaders at all levels, both those in uniform or civilian 

government positions. 

In addition, the Weapons School provides academic and advisory support to numerous units, enhancing 

air combat training for thousands of Airmen from the Air Force, Department of Defense and U.S. allied 

services each year. 

The Weapons School consists of 19 Weapons Squadrons at nine locations across the country. Twelve 

squadrons are based at Nellis Air Force Base. 

 

 

The goal of the course is to train students to be tactical experts in their combat specialty while also 

learning the art of battle-space dominance. This ability creates such a complete overmatch in combat 

power in any domain of conflict that adversaries have no choice but to submit or capitulate. Using an 

integrated approach means that Weapons School graduates are extensively familiar not only with the 

weapons platform or system they have been trained in through their career path, but also in how all 

USAF and DOD assets can be employed in concert to achieve synergistic effects. 

The culmination of the course is the Advanced Integration phase in which all assets combine in 

challenging scenarios simulating current and future threat arenas. Students demonstrate their ability to 

lead and instruct while effectively integrating multiple weapons systems across the land, air, space and 

cyber domains. 



 

 

So it is quite probable that cadets/graduates were performing a mock combat mission of some sort 

possibly involving a HALO parachuting exercise to enhance their skills and find items to integrate into 

USAF battlefield logistics. 

And What exactly is a HALO DROP. According to Wikipedia: 

High-altitude military parachuting (or military free fall (MFF)) is a method of delivering military 

personnel, military equipment, and other military supplies from a transport aircraft at a 

high altitude via free-fall parachute insertion. In the HALO technique, the parachutist opens their 

parachute at a low altitude after free-falling for a period of time. In typical HALO insertions the troops 

jump from altitudes between 15,000 feet (4,600 m) and 35,000 feet (11,000 m). 

This also backs up spokesman Krause’s story of a HALO drop because if C-17s and C-130s were used the 

drop would have been from about 30,000 feet on December 9
th

. 

Finally, as far as our necessary background goes, we must address the newspaper accounts that it was a 

Joint Forcible Entry exercise. 

The military’s publication on Joint Forcible Entry utilizing personnel and equipment from different 

branches of the military is long and complex. It is issued by the Joint Chiefs and anyone wishing to read it 

in-depth can got to the publication link at: 

http://www.jcs.mil/Portals/36/Documents/Doctrine/pubs/jp3_18ch1_pa.pdf?ver=2018-07-03-125841-

997 

A brief introduction is excerpted here below: 

Forcible Entry  

Joint forcible entry operations seize and hold lodgments against armed opposition. A lodgment is a 

designated area in a hostile or potentially hostile operational area (OA) (such as an airhead, a 

beachhead, or combination thereof) that affords continuous landing of troops and materiel while 

providing maneuver space for subsequent operations.  

United States National Military Strategy and Joint Forcible Entry Operations 

To be credible both as a deterrent and as a viable military option for policy enforcement, the Armed 

Forces of the United States must be capable of deploying and fighting to gain access to geographical 

areas controlled by forces hostile to US interests. The military environment and the threats it presents 

are increasingly transregional, multi-domain, and multi-functional (TMM) in nature. Joint forcible entry 

operations in a TMM setting is a likely crisis or contingency the joint forces will face in the future.  

Principles for Forcible Entry Operational Success  

To set favorable conditions for operational success, the following principles apply for forcible entry 

operations: achieve surprise, visualize the OA, control of the air, control of space, joint electromagnetic 

spectrum management operations, information superiority, sea control, isolate lodgment, gain and 

maintain access, neutralize enemy forces within the lodgment, identification of enemy infrastructure 



 

 

which may be of value for future use by friendly forces, expand the lodgment, Executive Summary viii JP 

3-18 manage the impact of environmental factors, and integrate supporting operations.  

With this introduction to the moving parts of the exercise spokesman Krause and the national media laid 

out for the strings of lights seen on December 9
th

, 2017, we can now begin picking apart the evening 

state by state and hour by hour.  

The first South Carolina report came into MUFON (CASE # 88696) with a default time of midnight. This is 

obviously an error. Based on the next report we can assume that the aircraft were seen approximately 

7:30 P.M. flying over West Columbia, South Carolina. Using WUNDERGROUND.COM for weather 

information we know that it was cloudy and a calculation using the temperature minus the dew point 

divided by 4.4 and multiplied by 1000 gives us a cloud bottom of about 909 feet. This is our first problem 

that will plague us for the rest of the evening.  

Most of the United States was cloudy December 9
th

. Most of our calculations for cloud bottoms would 

suggest that C-17S and C-130S flying at 30,000 feet would be invisible to observers on the ground yet we 

have dozens of reports detailing very clear observations of strings of lights in the sky. Since this may well 

be a minor point in the investigation we will for the time being consider that it was a thin cloud cover 

and the lights at 30,000 feet were easily discernable on the ground. One should note however that many 

of the witnesses across the country gave very detailed accounts of the strings of lights being only several 

hundred feet above them. This may have been an optical illusion or indeed they were witnessing strings 

of lights at low level under cloud cover and not C-17s at 30,000 feet.  

Objects were seen flying NE to NW which is consistent with the flightpath of the military aircraft.  

The second sighting (MUFON CASE # 88645) occurred at7:50 P.M. at Lexington South Carolina 10 miles 

west of West Columbia.  

In the West Columbia sighting the witness stated the objects were flying low and had the distinctive 

rumble of C-17 engines. This would validate the cloud cover of 909 feet. Low flying objects. The witness 

believed the objects were triangular and cylinder shaped. This could easily be construed (cylinder) for a 

fuselage while the triangles could easily be C-17s. The witness reported red and blue lights. Objects 

were flying NW. 

The Lexington report details 10 to 15 re/orange lights. No mention of blue or white lights. Objects flying 

close together. What is unusual about the Lexington case is that the witness reported seeing the lights 

for 50 minutes. This requires re-interviewing the witness as C-17s would not be hanging around for 50 

minutes.  

The third report from South Carolina is from Swansea at 8:14. It is the first case from the National UFO 

Reporting Center (NUFORC). A short report of 1 minute in duration. No specific number of lights given 

except it was a long line of red lights. Again, no strobing lights or other colored lights.  

At this point it is assumed the lights/convoy continued to travel west into Georgia before eventually 

turning severely Northwest towards Tennessee, Kentucky and into Illinois! 

SAT Team member Katie Graboski researched a twitter website called @aircraftspots and discovered the 

flight information for OPERATION THUG! This is a twitter account that monitors military flights across 



 

 

the USA. They clearly show at least 17 C-17s departing South Carolina at approximately 7:00 PM on 

December 9
th

. What is suspicious is that if other bases across the USA were involved as per the media 

reports, then why didn’t the twitter account detail them also. For instance, it is clear that once the C-17s 

arrived in Illinois they landed according to radar data while other slower C-130s in looser formation 

were seen ascending. Why didn’t @aircraftspots detail this Illinois takeoff of military C-130s? Just more 

questions to answer! 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Georgia 

 

Our next two cases occur over Sautee, Georgia at 8:03 PM. Both are NUFORC cases with the same time. 

The first case details 3 red lights and the second case 13 to 15 red lights. First case was 10 minutes in 

duration and the second 5 minutes. Already we have a problem. The Swansea case should be after the 

Sautee case but it is 11 minutes earlier. Swansea, S. C. and Sautee, Georgia are 162 miles apart. If the 

witness is incorrect in their time in Sautee then we can try to work out a flight time and speed for the 

convoy from Swansea to Sautee if Swansea’ report was accurate at 8:14 if the C-17s were flying at 540 

mph. The resulting answer is that the objects were flying at a rough estimate of 883 mph from Swansea 

to Sautee. Not out of the question if the witness’s times were off. The big test will come from Sautee, 

Georgia to Murphysboro, Illinois.  

Witnesses reported white and red blinking lights in both cases. However, the 10 minute timeframe for 

one case is either inaccurately slow or the objects were flying slower than 540 mph. Much slower.  

However, this again, is a minor point for the time being and we can still attribute it to the witness being 

off on their timeframe.  

Illinois 

First let’s estimate speed from Sautee Georgia to Murphysboro, Illinois where we go from eastern time 

to central time zone.  

After Sautee, Georgia we can be assured of two things. The aircraft we are following took a decidedly 

northern turn but bearing west over Tennessee and Kentucky to southern Illinois where there were no 

MUFON or NUFORC sightings and secondly, the aircraft do show up in Illinois at approximately 8:02 pm 

Central Time. This is a time difference from Georgia (8:03 PM EASTERN TIME) to 8:02 PM central time or 

59 minutes and a distance of 377 miles. Again, if we estimate that the C-17s were flying slower than 400 

mph we can account for the C-17s flightpaths exactly. So far, the Air Force story holds up precisely.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The analysis of the cases in Illinois begin with MUFON Case # 88664 at approximately 8:02 Pm over 

Murphysboro. Witness saw 18 to 20 red lights crossing the sky in a northwest to westerly direction 

which would correspond with the flight plan of the C-17s.  The objects made no noise. However, it is 

impossible to reconcile this report with objects flying at 30,000 feet as the witnesses stated the objects 

were about 500 to 1000 feet over their heads. At 1000 feet C-130s would blow out one’s windows from 

the roar. But it gets even more disturbing as we investigate the report further. The witnesses claimed it 

was a starry night. The witnesses also refer to the 20 red lights as one object. It also seemed to take up a 

quarter mile (perceived) to the witnesses which makes it quite large, astronomically large! They state 

even that it blotted out the stars. This strongly suggests it is not C-17S.nor discreet objects but possibly 

an enormous low flying object with similar lighting characteristics to a convoy of C-17s!  We will see this 

exact same scenario of massive low slow-flying objects in Montana.  

Additionally, MUFON Case # 88818 from Murphysboro is scant in details, occurs at 8:02 P.M. also and 

suggests that police deputies saw the object also and tracked it. Follow up should be done to try to get 

copies of possible police reports.  

A NUFORC Case took place over Carbondale Illinois with is a few miles southeast of Murphysboro. It has 

a sighting time of 8:15 PM. It is earlier than Murphysboro by 12 minutes but east of Murphysboro. This 

may not be an anomaly. Our radar expert informed SAT that if the objects seen in Carbondale were 

really c-17s flying at 30,000 feet, it is quite possible it took them 5 to 10 minutes minutes to cross from 

horizon to horizon if they were going 300 mph.  However, it is a very similar case to MUFON Case 

#88664 and we believe it may be a related witness. 

The next case, also a NUFORC Case, takes place one hour and some minutes later at 9:20 PM CSTat or 

near Vienna Illinois. This creates a number of problems for C-130s. They should be long gone almost to 

Colorado by 9:20 P.M. However, we have numerous lights 31 miles southeast of Murphysboro as per the 

attached map. 



 

 

 

So, we have three possibilities. First, the most prosaic explanation is that there is a second wave of C-17s 

an hour behind the first wave which is beyond the scope of our acquired radar data to verify. Second, 

they could be the 3 dozen discreet objects that were flying southeast an hour ago but since these lights 

were heading north it would require the 3 dozen objects to be flying around in circles.  The third 

possibility is evident from the witness’s own words and echoes the Murphysboro sightings that it is one 

enormous object. To quote the witness “Multiple flashing lights in a straight line, like they were 

attached to one long object or multiple crafts flying in equal spacing, was seen flying north. Completely 

silent.” Again, do we have two discreet events taking place over Illinois? C-17s and massive airships? 

The final case from Illinois (also a NUFORC Case)  is also odds as it is way north of the flight arc of the C-

130S which would have turned after Murphysboro from a northwest trajectory to a westerly one around 

St. Louis in order to cross Missouri, Kansas and Colorado. Springfield Illinois is 140 miles north of 

Murphysboro and the C-17s would have long since turned west. Yet the witness describes the lights as 

way up suggesting the lights were closer to 90 degrees above them than at a shallow angle close to the 

horizon south of them that would make more sense if it were C-130s heading towards St. Louis and 

Kansas.  



 

 

Again, the witness’s own words suggest something singular and large that seems to mimic the lighting 

pattern of a convoy of C-130s. The witness states “. They (the lights) looked like chaser lights on a bar 

way up.” A ”bar way up” suggests a single object with many lights. 

Missouri 

Missouri had 14 cases from 8:15 to 9:40 pm CSTwith the majority taking place around 8:30 P.M. 

See the map below. After Murphysboro, Illinois, the C-130s/C-17s would have turned toward southern 

Missouri going due west eventually on to Kansas and Colorado. 

We will take each case in Missouri and dissect it.  

The problem with Missouri as well as other states we have and will encounter is the large discrepancies 

in times across geographic regions. In some cases, we may have times differences as great as 5 to 10 

minutes in one sighting area which can be attributed to the time it takes a plane flying at 30,000 feet to 

cross the sky. One witness saw the beginning of the 15 minutes and another the end. However, we have 

other discrepancies that are not so easily done away with. We will encounter this problem in Missouri 

with time anomalies of over 1 hour.  

To best understand this problem, we have created two maps. One of east Missouri and one of West 

Missouri. Both maps show sighting times at each locale. See below. 
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The breakdown of cases in Missouri adds to the mystery of whether the string of lights was one object, 

whether it was a convoy of C-130s at 30,000 feet or an object or objects at much lower altitudes and it 

asks additional questions such as how did these objects take over 20 minutes to cross the sky or were 

they indeed hovering – something which C-130s cannot do! 

NUFORC Case for Bonne Terre at 8:15 p.m. was mundane in that it doesn’t go into detail apart from 

mentioning 15 UFOs flying in a straight line. We can only assume they are a string of lights. Things get a 

bit more involved at Osage Beach (MUFON Case 88671) which like Bonne Terre is in Eastern Missouri not 

far from Illinois. The first problem is that they list the time as 9:40 p.m. We believe this to be a mistake 

and that the actual time was closer to 8:15 p.m. which would place the objects, like Bonne Terre in the 

eastern portion of the state when the C-130s would have been there. What is unusual about the sighting 

is that the witness states  ”This thing was huge and didn't make one single sound. It wasn't that high 

either.” One large low flying object? Perhaps the time was 9:40 p.m. CST after all! And they noticed 50 

lights far in excess of the 15 seen in Bonne Terre. 

MUFON Case 88675 from Lebanon at 8:30 p.m. Also in the east just south of Osage Beach but an hour 

and ten minutes earlier than Osage, this sighting is 20 minutes in length and consists of 12 lights in a line. 

BUT HOVERING! After 20 minutes the objects headed west. It is unlikely these are C-130s flying horizon 

to horizon over a 20 minute span at 30,000 feet. We will re-interview this witness to get a more detailed 

picture of how high the objects may have been. Very compelling case. According to the witness there 

may be additional youtube footage and possible other witnesses. 

 MUFON Case 88702 is out of Laurie which is several miles from Osage and north of Lebanon. The time is 

also logical at 8:20 p.m. Again it is a 20 minute sighting, longer than the longest possible time it takes 

aircraft at 30,000 feet to cross the sky even at their slow pace. “a stationary, cluster like formation of 

blinking lights in the South Eastern sky, they then formed into a line and passed over us in a North 

Westerly direction.... as if they were part of a single craft however we could see stars around and in 

between, each individual blinking light”.  This suggests the objects may have appeared at first glance to 

be a large Phoenix Lights type object but were really a cluster of lights that kept rearranging itself from 

clusters to straight lines; again something C-130s flying in a MARSA formation probably wouldn't do but 

possible drone swarms could!!. “It took this line of lights 20 minutes to pass over our location.” This case 

also reported electromagnetic interference with electrical devices and their call to 911. 

A NUFORC CASE from Iberia at 8:00 is a bit out of sync timewise. It is several miles east of Osage but 

given when a person initially saw the objects and reported them this time is still within the timeframe 

that C-130s could have been passing over eastern Missouri from Illinois. The witness is adamant that the 

objects were very high up. So this case would tend to support C-130s over the area flying southwest (per 

the witness). What is particularly interesting is that this and may reports this evening state the objects 

were silent or gave off a low hum.  

According to the website https://www.nats.aero/environment/aircraft-noise/   

an aircraft may or may not be heard depending on how far away it is not only in altitude but also how far 

laterally it is from you. For comparison to our c-130s at 30,000 feet, the NATS website takes a Boeing 777 

at 35,000 feet and suggests it can give out a noise registering at about 42 db.  So a C-130 directly 

overhead  would be somewhat difficult to hear when normal human conversations are at 65 decibels. 



 

 

Perhaps if it is 10 miles laterally from the witness it may appear silent. This should be a consideration 

when we debate if these objects were silent or not. We will address a case of silence where the object 

(s) were 90 degrees directly overhead. 

MUFON Case 89197 from Salem, Missouri at 8:20 PM CST is backtracking a bit towards Bonne Terre but 

well within a flight time the C-130S could have been adhering to.  Again, we have 12 to 15 red lights in 

the sky “not too far above the trees”. Again, the same problem. Are we dealing with high flying C-130s or 

something much lower? They were flying Southwest which is indicative of C-130s. No noise but they 

estimate they were laterally 5 to 7 miles away. Witness was unable to tell if it was a single object or 

multiple objects. 

An additional case from Lebanon seems to be a NUFORC version of a MUFON report submitted by the 

same witness and a report at 8:30 pm.  

A NUFORC Case from Versailles near Osage is vague on details and a short 30 second only report of a 

string of lights.   

Likewise, two NUFORC Cases from DeSoto at 8:30 very close to Bonne Terre are short on details but 

consistent with the C-130s flightpath and timeframe heading west. 20 lights in all seen for 10 minutes.  

Lowry City at 8:30 is another vague Missouri case but shows the string of lights closing in on Kansas from 

western Missouri. 

NUFORC Case from Desloge just south of Bonne Terre occurred at 8:30 pm CST. It adds little to the Bonne 

Terre case except that the witness described ” Slowly drifting east across the sky together as though they 

were part of one craft.” No altitude given. Duration was 10 minutes. 

  

Another NUFORC Case, Rolla, about 30 miles east of Iberia, also occurred at 8:30 p.m. CST. However, the 

duration is an astounding 35 to 45 minutes. The report is unusual in other ways. The objects were 

heading southeast but this could be a mistake in direction by the witness. There were 20 to 40 red 

pulsating lights, by far the greatest number seen that evening if not due to exaggeration on the part of 

the witness. Witness went inside for a period so it is possible there were two waves of lights/aircraft. 

Were the C-130s circling or are we looking at something else? 

Finally, we have a MUFON Case (#89516) that is exceptional. It is probably very accurate at 8:45 p.m. CST 

for western Missouri near Kansas’s border and it took approximately 20 minutes to transpire. As already 

noted, 15 minutes is approximately how long it takes a C-130 flying 400 mph at 30,000 feet to cross from 

horizon to horizon. 20 MINUTES IS PUSHING THE ENVELOPE. Objects were flying SE to NW which is the 

logical route we believe the C-130s were travelling at this point. There were 12 to 15 red lights, more in 

line with other reports. Witness stated “The lights all moved in unison, as if it was one large craft. We 

saw the stars disappear above the object so there must have been a craft involved although it must have 

been very dark because we could not see a structure.” SAT will reinterview this witness as the witness 

described the objects as hovering for a time which C-130s cannot do. Again, a large single object blotting 

out the stars or C-130s? 

To conclude there is ample witness testimony in Missouri of witnesses describing a craft or crafts 

hovering, taking 20 minutes to cross the sky which is exceptionally slow, blotting out stars as if one 



 

 

monstrous craft possibly at low altitudes. Since witness reports can be notoriously unreliable we will 

conclude with this factoid for Missouri.  The C-130s were flying at approximately 30,000 feet. Most of 

Missouri was overcast on December 9
th

 at 8:30 p.m. CST. Lebanon, Missouri had a cloud ceiling of just 

2,045 feet at 8:52 p.m. according to Weather Underground (wunderground.com). How could high flying 

C-130s even be visible? 

Kansas 

The confusion doesn’t end in Missouri. Kansas has its share of anomalies.  

But it is at Stillwell that something odd happens.  There is what amounts to an Armada of objects 

entering into the scene intersecting the now C-130S which have assumedly replaced the landed C-17s. 

Time begins to become an issue as Kansas is still in Central Standard Time (CST) but by mid-Kansas we 

are still getting times between 8:00 pm and 8:45 p.m. CST. Assumedly, some aircraft had to land and 

some take off. This is logical if we take the Air Force’s story at face value. But again, what AFB could have 

been a focal point for landings and take offs of C-17s and/or C-130s? In far western Missouri, there is 

Whiteman AFB. This seems to be a logical point of landing/take-off and would not disrupt our timeline if 

we are looking at Air Force aircraft.  

 

 

 



 

 

The C-130s travelling west at over 300 mph according to the radar data procured by the FOIA requests 

to the FAA are joined by 3 dozen radar reflecting objects real in time and space flying at approximately 

50 to 60 mph flying Southeast under the C-130s at 30,000 feet. The slow-moving objects are at an 

estimated altitude range of 2,000 feet to 4,000 feet. More FOIA addendum requests to Joplin, Columbia, 

St. Louis and Springfield Missouri are in the works to try to squeeze out more precise information on 

these objects. The FAA has denied our first request but we have an exceptionally strong appeal case! 

After 8 months and one follow up inquiry the FAA has told us it is still under review.  

Below is the first of two screen captures taken near Stillwell, Kansas. The yellow-red line running right to 

left (flight direction east to west) in the bottom third of the photo to the upper third shows the string of 

lights of C-130s across Stillwell, Kansas. The yellowish-white streaks of light falling slightly from right to 

left in a descending motion represent the numerous objects intersecting the convoy in the airspace 

below them as they fly west and the rain like lines fly southeast.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Obvious question is “What are these radar reflecting objects in real time and space (as opposed to 

optical illusions) flying southeast at 50 to 60 mph under the C-130s WITH NO TRANSPONDERS!!!!? 

Do they have any connection to the C-130s and if so how? Ruling out birds (too fast for birds and too 

spread out), what are they? Are they drones? Did the military request permission to overfly civilian 

areas using drones? The military asserts its use of drones over civilian airspace is minimal and usually 

only used when requested by state governments in rescue or emergency efforts such as forest fires. If 

not drones, what are these slow-moving objects in 50 to 100 mile swaths! They are not airplanes or 

helicopters! Based on the limited radar data we have procured so far, it can be estimated that the 

objects are a minimum of 10 to 15 feet in diameter. They are metallic as plastic would not give much if 

any of a skin paint return.  

 

It should be noted that MUFON also contacted a radar expert in Great Britain named Rob Jeffs who was 

able to verify the data ourt radar expert deciphered over Stillwell. However, Mr. Jeffs stated we cannot 

rule out birds yet as the southeast flight path at 2,000 feet over Kansas could still be a migration of birds 

even though no known mass migrations occur in this migration lane over Kansas in December. This is 

why our appeal to the FAA for additional radar data from AIRSPACE OVER Missouri is important. It will 

give a lengthier picture o the flight path of these objects. 

The next screen capture shows a half hour period where the military convoy travelling east to west with 

a slightly north inclination is joined by numerous yellow returns of radar reflecting objects without 

transponders crossing their flight path.  



 

 

 

 

Additional radar analysis will provide further information provided the FAA does not refuse to release 

the information to MUFON! 

Stillwell, an exceptional MUFON Case (88649) took place at 8:35 p.m. central standard time. Stillwell is 

just over the Kansas Missouri border just south of Kansas City. It appears the planes or objects at this 

point are flying west over Interstate Route 70 across Kansas.   

Ten to fourteen red lights crossing a wide swath of sky at only 500 to 1000 feet above ground. If correct, 

C-130s would blow the windows out of houses. Also, objects flying that low to the ground would take 

less than a minute to cross the sky. The chance of error exists on the part of the witness however there is 

a consideration here. First, this is one of many cases in one part of the country, of low flying lights. Can 

all the witnesses be mistaking objects at 30,000 feet for objects at 500 feet just over their heads? 

The next case from Hays, Kansas comes in at 8:23 p.m. CST. It is a NUFORC Case and west of Stillwell but 

earlier. However, given when the sightings of each actually began, the sighting may have been in 

progress before initially observed lending to the time discrepancy. Hays had 25 to 30 lights following I-70 

but not much more.  



 

 

NUFORC Case at 8:30 p.m. CST from Paxico, Kansas is next. Also, in eastern Kansas the time frame is still 

legitimate. 8 red blinking lights. 15 to 20 minutes. Again, stretching the limit of sighting tIme for planes 

flying at 300 plus miles per hour at 30,000 feet.  Witness reported clear skies. Travelling west to 

northwest.  Appeared “hooked together” as a single object but this may have been an optical illusion. 

This report is in line with military aircraft! 

Similar to Paxico and only several miles east was West Topeka which also saw 7 to 8 lights in this 

NUFORC Case. However, the time is a much more logical 9:00 p.m.  What is intriguing about this case is 

that the sighting was 30 minutes and the objects appeared to be hovering which C-130s cannot do. Far 

too slow to be military aircraft.  Witness remains anonymous, no contact info.  

NUFORC Case from Phillipsburg Kansas began at 9:20 p.m. just south of Hays which was at 8:23 p.m. It 

appears logical that the witness estimates across Kansas were more accurate with times after 9:00 p.m. 

than times before 9:00 p.m. Witness reliability is an issue in the Kansas cases as regards time.  Again, 

Phillipsburg, in western Kansas, is a 20 minute sighting. 12 lights heading southwest in line with the 

directional path C-130s would take towards Colorado but very slow. 

The consensus for the Kansas reports is that the weather was clear but becoming cloudy by 9:00 p.m. An 

analysis of wunderground.com was cloudy that Stillwell at 7:54 p.m. was clear. Topeka at 9:00 p.m. was 

cloudy with a cloud ceiling at 1,590 feet. Paxico was unavailable. Hays at 8:23 p.m. was cloudy with a 

cloud ceiling of 4,318 ft. Phillipsburg at 9:20 p.m. was clear. 

Colorado 

As we move from Kansas to Colorado we go from Central Standard Time to Mountain Standard Time. By 

far, the majority of cases, videos and photos on December 9
th

, come from the Denver area and its 

surrounding suburban towns. All sightings were west of Denver to the southwest. None occurred over 

Denver proper or to its north or east and all seemed to be in a cluster of towns. The sightings ran the 

gamut from 7:40 p.m. to 9:50 p.m. mountain standard  time suggesting there may have been more than 

one wave of objects. The later wave after 9:00 pm MT would be in line with vehicles flying from the east 

coast.  

Two cases present from Arvanda, Colordo. The first, a NUFORC Case, is at 7:40 p.m. MST and the second 

is another NUFORC case at 9:15 pm MST. We believe both cases are within the 9:15 pm time frame and 

the earlier case time is in error. 

In the first case the witness describes thousands of red and green lights moving so slow it was as if they 

weren’t moving. They were going westward which is in sync with the C-130 convoy.  The case is unusual 

in that green navigation lights are described whereas in no other cases that night green lights are 

described. The description of “thousands” of lights also seems to be an exaggeration. The second case, 

also a NUFORC Case, is succinct in that from 8:00 pm to 8:15 pm 12 lights were visible. What is very 

credible is the fact the witness discerned two groups of lights following one another. This suggests the 

aircraft were coming in waves and that people seeing one set may have been oblivious to a second set of 

lights 15 minutes later.  

 



 

 

The simpler Denver Cases go as follows, but we have an FAA FOIA response of only 20 minutes of 

RADAR  data from only a 20 mile distance from one  DENVER RADAR  site ---not useful at al. : 

NUFORC - 8:40 pm – 20 minute encounter – west to north! 

NUFORC- 8:55 p.m. – 4 minutes – east to west 

 

MUFON Case # 88654 – Denver Colorado 8:58 p.m. – 4 minutes east to west 

NUFORC Case 9:00 p.m. – Denver – 30 minutes – string of lights. Available on youtube.com 

NUFORC Case Aurora Colorado – 8:58 pm – 20 lights at a sixty degree angle.  

MUFON Case # 88659 Aurora Colorado – 8:30 pm-hovered , NE to NW changed direction, seen for 10 to 

15 minutes 

MUFON Case # 88653 – Englewood, Colorado – 8:58 pm – 25 minutes. 

Object moved from SW to W followed by planes. 10 moving lights.  

NUFORC – 9:00 PM Boulder Colorado. 8 moving lights 

NUFORC Case – Avon, Colorado 9:15 PM MT Duration: 10 minutes Direction: SE to NW. 15 Vertical flashing red 

lights headed west in Colorado. GOING IN THE WRONG DIRECTION!!! 

The next several cases are more in depth in their descriptions. 

MUFON Case #88660 from Parker occurred at 8:49 p.m. for 20 minutes exceeding the normal time required for C-

130s to cross the sky. Additionally, the witness refers to the lights as “incredibly close” again suggesting they were 

just overhead and not C-130s. And of course, if the objects were flying low why was there no sound again? Objects 

were flying NE to SW in line with the direction C-130s would have taken. 

MUFON Case #88666 was received at approximately 8:30 p.m. from Boulder. Duration 11 minutes. Direction East to 

West. Witness stated “flying directly over steel yards” suggesting again they were at a low altitude and also again 

silent. Witness felt they could have been one object as the light pattern appeared rigid.  

The next three cases are from Castle Rock, Colorado. They occurred at 8:45, 8:50 and 9:00 p.m. respectively, The 

first case from NUFORC, was 15 minutes in duration with an unknown number of lights flying East to West. What is 

significant here is that their altitude according to the witness was only 2,500 to 3,500 feet. It is hard to imagine so 

many witnesses at this point mistaking C-130s at high altitude for low flying strings of light.  

The next Castle Rock case is MUFON Case # 88667 and details 10 to 15 lights moving northeast which may be an 

error on the witness’s part as the bulk of lights over Colorado appeared to be going slowly west. The witness states 

the line of lights was red but in the middle of the line there was an orange light which is unusual as on other reports 

detail this. Again, the witness gives us the impression that the lights are one single object over 300 feet long (3 

Boeing 737s nose to tail) and low in altitude. I will follow up with witness. Object made no noise. Duration of the 

sighting was only 4 minutes. 

The third Castle Rock sighting was only 3 minutes and may have been the same witness as MUFON Case 88667 as 

the description is similar however the witness states the object was at only 500 to 1000 feet in altitude. 



 

 

One must ask what is going on in Colorado with people assuming these objects were huge and low in altitude as well 

as being silent. The story does not fit the C-130s story as they go east to west other than the fact that the directions 

sync. 

At 8:55 p.m. a NUFORC Case out of Colorado Springs occurred. The duration was 15 minutes. Indeterminate string 

of flashing red lights preceded by a possible meteor moments before 9:00 pm which flashed and then was followed 

by the string of light. Again, the witness believed it to be one long ship. Sighting lasted 15 minutes.  

Littleton Colorado is also a NUFORC Case which occurred late at 9:50 p.m. well after the other cases concluded. 

What is unusual about this rather vague case is that the witness was very adamant that there were 56 red and white 

flashing lights in the sky. This reminds one of the report in Colorado of the “thousands of lights” seen the sky.  

The final case from Colorado took place over New Castle, It is MUFON Case # 88672 occurring at 9:13 p.m.Red 

lights in sky heading west making no sound but appeared low enough to the witness to have possibly been military 

helicopters flying at low altitude and dangerously close together.  

The preponderance of evidence in the Colorado cases based on witness reports is that we were looking at low 

altitude objects and not high flying C-130s. Cloud ceiling that night in Denver was only 7,045 feet!!! 

Finally, MUFON employed the talents of NYS MUFON DIRECTOR Sam Falvo to do a video analysis of a youtube 

video taken over Denver that evening of the string of lights. His analysis is given in an Appendix to this report. Based 

on his analysis, the video does indeed show military aircraft flying single file over Denver airspace. 

Utah 

If we continue with the theory that these objects in the sky are indeed a convoy of C-130s or C-17s flying 

flying from South Carolina to Nellis AFB in southern Nevada on a massive military exercise then after 

Colorado the vehicles would have begun to turn Southwest to go over Utah and down to Nevada. Also 

the time of night would be getting progressively later after the 9:00 sightings around Colorado.  

A NUFORC Case occurred in Helper Utah at 9:20 p.m. Mountain Time. Strings of red lights going east to 

west. Two waves of lights 10 minutes apart. The witnesses tried to take photos but experienced 

interference where their cameras would shut off. If true this would be another interesting aspect to the 

Case.  This is the second electronic interference case of the evening! No noise at all.  

Perhaps the most detailed case of the whole evening of December 9
th

, came from Manti Utah at 9:30 by 

an engineer and a retired air force man. MUFON Case 88740 described 25 to 30 red pulsing lights with 

intermittent white strobes every 5
th

 aircraft. They were travelling west. They covered the witnesses’ field 

of vision from east to west with some slight obstruction at each end of the horizon by trees. Witness felt 

the craft flying in single file would have cause tremendous turbulence in the formation they were in. He 

resides at an altitude of about 11,000 feet in the mountains and estimated the craft were 2,500 to 5,000 

feet above him and were totally silent whereas the crisp night air would have easily discerned aircraft of 

helicopters. He estimated the objects flying at between 120 and 180 mph. Then he spied a second wave 

exactly like the first only with fewer objects perhaps 12 to 14.  This corresponds with what the witness 

saw in our previous case. All indications by the witness suggested they were discreet objects and not one 

large one.  

The remaining three cases from Utah are vague and lack much description. 

NUFORC Case from La Verkin occurred at 10 :00 pm and took 4 minutes. Witness refers to the formation 

as “It” Headed west. 



 

 

NUFORC Case from Hurricane also occurred at 10:00 p.m. and lasted 2 minutes. 8 to 10 flashing lights. 

Travelled east to west.  

NUFORC Case from St. George occurred at 10:00 p.m. and lasted 4 minutes. 7 flashing lights. Travelled 

East to West.  

Nevada 

Nevada had only two cases and both are sparse on details however they complete the arc of flight from 

South Carolina to Nevada for the purported C130s and C-17s. 

MUFON Case 88681 tipped in at 10:25 p.m. Pacific Time and was 11 minutes in duration. Three blinking 

red lights in triangle formation followed by 5 to 7 red blinking lights in a straight line flying east to 

southwest most likely into Nellis.  

There is one earlier NUFOC Case from Rachel that occurred at 9:00 p.m. however this time frame seems 

too early as the lights had already passed Utah at 9:00 p.m. Sighting was 4 minutes and detailed up to 50 

lights. Like the Las Vegas sighting the objects in this case were not only in straight lines but also in 

circular and triangle formations. The best description may be that of a cluster which would be unusual 

for so many aircraft to be flying in such haphazard formation.  Flying east to southwest. Witness relates 

they were fairly big and close together. No other details. 

 

 

 

SECTION TWO A: STATES OUTSIDE THE FLIGHT ARC 

There are two cases that deserve special attention as they are way outside the east to west flight arc of the C-130s 

and C-17s from South Carolina to Nevada. SECTION TWO B will deal with the states of Wyoming and Montana. 

While the Air Force stated many Air Force Bases were involved with the Joint Forcible Entry exercise, a case from 

New Mexico and a case from Vancouver British Columbia are nowhere near the known flight arc. 

NUFORC Case from San Juan, New Mexico occurred at 8:50 p.m. Mountain Time. It lasted approximately 10 

minutes. Objects were flying east to west presumably towards Nellis in Nevada. Witness saw 15 flashing objects 

flying “high and fast”. However, the witness later associates them with drones although it is not known how he could 

arrive at that conclusion.  

The oddest case in this section comes from Vancouver, British Columbia. Duration 2 minutes at 6:10 p.m. which 

would be three hours earlier than the Las Vegas case in the same time zone. Possible error on the part of the 

witness?? Objects were flying northwest apparently on their way out into the Pacific Ocean. In this case the strings of 

lights were red and blue, blue being a color only observed once before in all the December 9
th

 cases. Objects 

appeared to witness to be one unit not discreet objects. Witness declares he knows about the Denver cases and 

concurs the lights he saw were the same type. But why so far out of range and over Canadian territory? 

 

SECTION TWO B: WYOMING AND MONTANA 

Wyoming 



 

 

Unfortunately, the three Wyoming cases are very short on detail. However, the one case that offers a direction has 

the objects going east whereas the apparent flight arc for the majority of sightings is from east to west. As we move 

into Montana with a host of excellent reports we will again see this flight path west to east over and over again.  

MUFON Case # 88651 from Clark was 15 minutes in duration occurring at 8:30 pm Mountain Time at approximately 

the same time as the Denver Colorado sightings approximately 400 miles south of Clark. Red lights and blinking 

objects flying Northeast to Southeast. 

NUFORC Case from Powell Wyoming also occurred at 8:30 p.m. Multiple red flashing lights. Duration 10 minutes. 

Direction unknown. Took up a considerable portion of the sky.  

NUFOR Case from Shoshoni Wyoming also took place at 8:30 P.M. 15to 20 blue and red blinking lights. This is the 

third case of the evening where we encounter blue lights. Duration 5 to 10 minutes. Direction unknown. 

Montana 

Perhaps the second most important cases of December 9
th

 after Murphysboro Illinois are a set from 

Dillon in western Montana along Interstate Route 15. Here we have two possible attempted landings by 

a large craft in a field. While no photos exist, the witnesses gave two representations that show 

sparkling red and white lights although the drawings are very different in appearance.  

Three cases appear to follow Route 15 in a north to south direction and the remaining 10 cases closely 

follow Interstate Route 90 in a west to east direction. They appear to be separate objects from the 

Wyoming cases based on similar times but so far away.  The highways are approximately 450 miles 

north of Colorado and Utah so witnesses in Montana and Wyoming were seeing a separate set of 

objects in those two states at the same time objects were seen travelling around Denver at about 8:30 

p.m. As opposed to the Denver sightings which were part of the east to west arc from South Carolina to 

Nevada, the Montana lights were predominantly going west to east but the times were varied and not in 

a logical progression. 

The most disturbing thing SAT found when analyzing Montana was that it appeared that not only did the 

sightings occur above two interstates from one end of Montana to the other, it appeared it was not one 

vehicle moving east but rather up to several different vehicles loitering in one area over their selected 

towns and cities given that the times were all so close together except for one sighting at 6 p.m. which 

was two hours earlier and probably a mistake at 8 p. m whereas all other sightings were between 7:50 

and 8:45 p.m. 



 

 

 

 

We will begin in the western portion of the state and move east. 

A NUFORC Case Anaconda Montana occurred at 8:30 p.m. It was the northern most of three cases along 

Interstate 15 which intersects Interstate 90. It is 30 minutes before the other two cases on Interstate 15 

namely two in Dillon where the near landing took place. 

Anaconda was only 3 minutes in duration. The15 red blinking objects were travelling Southwest to 

Northeast. The mountains were at an elevation of 10,00 feet where the witness lived and he estimated 

the objects were at 1,000 feet in altitude from ground level. He estimated the row of lights as 10 miles 

long. No sound even though witness states it is so quiet in the mountains where he lives he should have 

heard it.  

Divide Montana was a NUFORC Case that occurred at 7:50 p.m. along route 15 south of Anaconda. It 

lasted 5 minutes. The lights went directly overhead and presented a good case for a C-130s flying at 

35,000 feet to be heard quite easily but were not. Witness believed the lights were a single CHEVRON 

shaped object (MILITARY AIRSHIP??). The lights were in a zig zag formation which is not easily explained. 

Perhaps the lights were alternating in a pattern on the bottom of the CHEVRON.  No size or altitude 

unfortunately is given to an otherwise interesting report suggesting a single object.   

Next is Dillon and the near landing. 



 

 

 

 

MUFON Case #88655 began at 8:00 pm. It lasted 15 minutes. The single object was travelling very slowly 

in a Northeast to East direction. The witness was unresponsive to initial and follow up requests for an 

interview and we believe they may have been spooked. While they do not state a mph estimate it is 

logical to assume the object was nearly hovering over the field and probably moving at under 25 mph. 

This of course is impossible for C-130s to do while being silent at the same time. The object was 

however drenched in silvery white and flashing red lights and this excellent drawing represents perhaps 

better than a photo what the witnesses saw: 

 



 

 

 

This object pictured above does not look like a C-130 flying at 30,000 feet at 300+ mph. It is between 

100 and 800 feet away from the witness. It is an almost classic saucer shape with a tapered to a point 

top and strings of red and white lights gracing the exterior. It bears no resembelance to any known 

aircraft especially given its enormous size which was estimated to be 300 feet in diameter. If it were a 

drone it would be enormous. Perhaps though there is another possibility concerning these large slow 

moving aircraft which we will deal with in our conclusions.  

We must ask, were convoys of these objects when seen from afar travelling around the country this 

night? From far away one of these large objects may mimic the movement of C-130 transport planes. 

From close up it is apparent it is something quite different. 

Close up the lights were red and silver patterned. The object was slowly turning. No noise at all. Object 

was translucent but we don’t know what this means as they do not elaborate. 

While the MUFON case does not specifically spell out the distance from the object the “100 feet away” 

box is checked. In the NUFORC report they estimated the object as 800 feet away. Object was observed 

moving across the field just above the tree line for up to 15 minutes. 

The NUFORC Case is equally telling. “Very large object” above their field.  Moving close to house 

presumably the far house associated with the field. Three witness report. The duration was 10 minutes. 

Object was heading West to East. “It looked to be about in the middle of our field 800 ft away from us.” 

They describe the lighting pattern as follows” a lot (didn’t count) of dim, rectangular, flashing red lights 

with an occasional white flash going around the middle of what appeared to be a very large object 

moving very slowly across our field.” The front end was lower to the ground than the rear as it moved 

across the field. No sound at close range. Very close to the ground.  The description closely resembles 

how a balloon might fly.  

“There is a picture at www.bigskywords.com/montana-blog/a-history-of-ufos-in-montana that looks 

close to what we saw minus the light going down to the ground and the light on top. The lights going 



 

 

around were dim red with a few flashes of white not as pictured there.” 

 

 

Moving east we come next to the two northern Montana sightings at Helena and Townsend. Helena is 

situated also near Interstate 15 but far north of Dillon and Anaconda. Townsend is to the east and south 

of Helena but still far above Interstate 90.   

Helena was a NUFORC Case occurring at 8:23 p.m.  20 minutes in duration. Object moving to the 

Southeast. 30 objects. No further information was available in this vague report. 

Townsend is an out of sync case with the other cases but SAT feels the real time the object was seen was 

8 p.m. not 6 p.m. which would make it a mistake by the witness.  The report is extremely vague 

(NUFORC) with no direction, no duration but with a very precise description of “10 flashing lights red in 

color with the center one white rotating counter clockwise” suggesting it was not a string of lights in a 

row but an “object” similar to what was seen in Dillon.  Object was moving from west to east.  

Townsend and Three Forks will play into Mr. Puckett’s report presented at the end of this Montana 

section. 

Three Forks occurred east of Helena but a bit over 15 minutes earlier. It begins our route across the 

state on Interstate 90. At 8:05 p.m. Duration 2 minutes. Object moving west to east. Again, we have a 

group of 30 objects but in this report we see for the first time the lights are zig zagging. We will see this 

again.  Several thousand feet in altitude. Covered 1/3 of the sky suggesting discreet objects. MUFFLED 

HUM which is unusual. Appeared as one object to witness although this would mean the object was 

many miles across and not likely.  



 

 

Bozeman occurred just east of Three Forks but 5 minutes earlier. It is most likely the same object seen in 

the same time frame by the witnesses a short distance apart. Object was still moving West to East. 

Duration was three minutes.  

It is an exceptionally detailed case. Approximately 24 blinking red lights. Sky was clear. Sighting was 3 

minutes. Witness was looking North which would correspond to the Three Forks witnesses looking 

South. Disappeared behind clouds suggesting flying at several thousand feet per witness even though 

weather reports that night suggested mostly clear skies.   Objects moved like airplanes and took 3 

minutes to cross the sky. This is interesting in that higher objects like C-130s at 35,000 fet might take 10 

minutes or more to cross the sky but these objects crossed in 3 minutes suggesting a lower elevation. 

Evenly spaced lights but witness does not suggest they were a single object.  

Livingston, MT, almost due east of Bozeman by 25 miles is next. It is a NUFORC Case. It takes place 

approximately 30 minutes past Bozeman which is within a possible timeframe giving allowances for 

witness errors on time. Again, the object is moving east. Duration is 15 minutes. We have 12 flashing red 

lights at about 3000 feet. This is interesting because it corresponds with Bozeman where the witness 

gave a description of the lights as above the clouds but very low in altitude. Also, again, no sound.  

Continuing east towards Billings we arrive at Laurel where we have two cases. MUFON Case # 88650 

occurred at 8:25 p.m. Laurel is 86 miles due east of Livingston so we have a good idea that the Bozeman, 

Livingston and Laurel sightings are related especially since the second Laurel sighting is at 8:45 p.m. 

which will probably be more accurate than 8:25 p.m.  

Case 88650 was 10 minutes in duration. In this instance the objects were flying Southwest which is 

counter to the majority of reports that night. Witness can be contacted to confirm direction. 20 red 

lights seen in a straight line. Very slow perhaps at 1000 feet which is in line with other Interstate 90 

observations. Witness suggested helicopters.  

Let,s compare this to the second case from Laurel, a NUFORC Case, from 8:45 p.m. Red lights. Single line. 

BUT travelling west to east which is more in line with the trend. Objects then cut south! 20 objects in all 

similar to the other Interstate 90 reports. Duration was 10 minutes. Witness stated neighborhood dogs 

barked wildly though this is a single report of strange animal behavior. Photographic difficulties also that 

two witnesses had. Witness has a youtube.com video posted at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FzTb4GoqxmU 

Last of all in this extraordinary array of cases rom Montana we come to Billings in the most eastern part 

of Montana also near Interstate 90.  Here the narrative of objects moving across the state from west to 

east hits a road bump as the reports from Billings are earlier than the trend heading east from Bozeman 

Livingston and Laurel. Billings is only 14 miles east of Laurel.  

The first case is a NUFORC Case from 7:58 p.m.  Short in duration at 2 minutes the witness saw the line 

of lights moving north to south also corresponding with the one Laurel account where the lights began a 

sudden turn south from their west to east direction. Lights seemed one mile in length again suggesting 

these lights were spread out over a huge part of the sky. We have 16 red lights again blinking in a zig zag 

formation. No noise.  



 

 

The second case from Billings was also a NUFORC Case. It occurred 20 minutes after the first Billings case 

and was 5 minutes in duration. It is logical to assume both witnesses in Billings may have been seeing 

the same object in a certain timeframe. Object again was going North to South like the fist Billings 

report. No other details except lights seemed one mile in length which suggests the first NUFORC report 

from Billings may have been by the 1
st

 witness.  

 

So thus far, it appears that the Montana lights for the most part may be a low flying single object of 

great length similar in appearance to C-130s intentionally or unintentionally but close up present as a 

circular object.  

Let us now entertain Mr. William Puckett’s analysis of the Montana situation.  

Mr. William Puckett is a distinguished Field Investigator with MUFON. He is also the webmaster of a very 

astute website called www.ufosnw.com and periodically publishes reports of his investigations. His 

report on the Montana sightings of December 9
th

 is available in Appendix 2 of this report in its entirety. 

We will here briefly go into his findings and try to coalesce them with ours so far.  

Mr. Puckett submitted a FOIA request for radar data over central Montana for the evening of December 

9
th

. His analysis showed that a slow-moving object at only 35 miles per hour was traversing Montana in a 

northwest to southeast direction over a period of 22 minutes.  

His object was heading away from Helena Montana in the north to Bozeman in the south paralleling the 

Highway 15 corridor but further to the east. It intersected the east west Interstate highway 90 near 

Bozeman.  The object was travelling at an incredibly slow speed of 35 mph per the radar data.  

Mr. Puckett conducted “An inquiry to the 120th Airlift Wing in Great Falls revealed that no military craft 

were in the air on Dec 9, 2017. Therefore, no bases in Montana were involved in the above exercise.” 

The timeframe of his radar data was 8:01 MT to 8:23 MT.  



 

 

 



 

 

A further view overlapping our map shows the path of the unknown object. Therefore, the nearest 

sighting locations we have for submitted reports by witnesses that night to Mr. Puckett’s findings would 

be Townsend and Three Forks and possibly Livingston.  

 

 

Mr. Puckett’s radar data began at 8:01 p.m. Mountain time just south of Helena. The problem with 

Townsend is that the report suggests the timeframe as 6 p.m. when it is more than likely the timeframe 

was incorrect and that it actually 8. p.m. This would perfectly fit Mr. Puckett’s data. The Townsend 

sighting was vague but as follows “10 flashing lights red in color with the center one white rotating 

counter clockwise” suggesting it was not a string of lights in a row but an “object” similar to what was 

seen in Dillon.  Object was moving from west to east. “ 

The second sighting corresponding with Mr. Puckett’s object was from Three Forks. In that case: 

“Three Forks occurred east of Helena but a bit over 15 minutes earlier. It begins our route across the 

state on Interstate 90. At 8:05 p.m. Duration 2 minutes. Object moving west to east. Again, we have a 

group of 30 objects but in this report,  we see for the first time the lights are zig zagging. We will see this 

again.  Several thousand feet in altitude. Covered 1/3 of the sky suggesting discreet objects. MUFFLED 

HUM which is unusual. Appeared as one object to witness although this would mean the object was 

many miles across and not likely. “ 

Livingston at 8:30 p.m. went as follows:  



 

 

Livingston, almost due east of Bozeman by 25 miles is next. It is a NUFORC Case. It takes place 

approximately 30 minutes past Bozeman which is within a possible timeframe giving allowances for 

witness errors on time. Again, the object is moving east. Duration is 15 minutes. We have 12 flashing red 

lights at about 3000 feet. This is interesting because it corresponds with Bozeman where the witnerss 

gave a description of the lights as above the clouds but very low in altitude. Also, again, no sound.  

Taking all three reports together in a 30 minute timeframe with a 22 minute timeframe of radar data 

over a span of approximately 78 miles over less than a half hour we get a speed of the object 

approximating 39 mph which is totally compatible with Mr. Puckett’s radar data suggesting a speed of 

35 mph. This was most likely not a drone or a helicopter or a plane but possibly an airship as the Three 

Forks report suggests it was large.  

Like Murphysboro Illinois the aircraft captured by Mr. Puckett did not have a beacon and was thus not 

flying under MARSA protocol. Again, this could have resulted in a collision with private aircraft if the 

object was indeed at a low altitude of perhaps 3,000 feet as one witness suggested.  

CONCLUSIONS 

It is clear that the military was flying C-17S and C-130S across the country on the night of December 9
th

 

in the timeframe of 7:00 p.m. eastern time to 10:00 Pacific Time. The question is what else was going on 

in that timeframe! 

Let us take the first scenario which is the most prosaic of the lot.  

The U.S. Air Force in conjunction with its other military branches was conducting a large scale exercise 

where they were simulating an attempt to inset a large scale force into enemy territory using the 

continental United States as its simulated battleground. The exercise called for numerous military 

transports such as C-17s and C-130s from various AFBs over the course of 4 hours all heading for a 

parachute drop at Nellis AFB in Nevada.  The official Air Force statement admitted C-17s and C-130S 

were in play but admitted nothing more.  

The first problem with the Air Force line occurs over Murphysboro Illinois where MUFON acquired radar 

data which was analyzed and turned into a animation using algorithms derived from the radar data 

acquired. There can be no mistake as to what was discovered. While the c-130s in the air at the time 

travelling over 300 mph at over 30,00 feet were travelling west as described by the Air Force, up to 5 

dozen smaller objects travelling southeast under the C-130s were observed. These objects were not 

flying under MARSA protocols and while they were radar reflecting they were not transponding to any 

air traffic control tower.  

This presents our first problem. The Air Force, according to a USA TODAY newspaper article from March 

9
th

, 2016 states” The Pentagon has deployed drones to spy over U.S. territory for non-military missions 

over the past decade, but the flights have been rare and lawful, according to a new report.” 

In all the Pentagon suggests fewer than 20 drone flights have occurred over the U.S. between 2006 and 

2015 occurred mostly for homeland security and for natural disasters where state agencies requested 

help.   



 

 

Our report suggests full-fledged armadas of drones may be flying over the continental U.S in conjunction 

with large scale MILITARY EXERCISES.  

“But the policy said that any use of military drones for civil authorities had to be approved by the 

Secretary of Defense or someone delegated by the secretary. The report found that defense secretaries 

have never delegated that responsibility.” 

Thus, the use of large scale military drone activity such as might have taken place on December 9
th

 must 

have come from the highest levels of governments. But that is only if the most prosaic answer to the 

December 9
th

 flap is the most honest one.  

 

There is however a precedent for this drone activity.  The 3 dozen objects seen on radar over 

Murphysboro Illinois may have been a DARPA drone swarm but the testing dates seem too early for 

what is being published in the Air Force Times from December 18
th

, 2017 as follows  

“ Swarms of small drones launched and recovered mid-air from transport and bomber aircraft are on the 

Department of Defense’s dream sheet over the next few years. 

The Defense Advanced Research Project Agency plans to demonstrate the ability to launch and recover 

swarms of drones from a C-130 sometime in 2019, according to statements by the agency and 

by General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, one of two companies contracted to design prototype of the 

drones. The other is Dynetics. 

The test would serve as a major leap into the next phase of testing for DARPA’s Gremlins program. 

Gremlins — an initiative DARPA says is named after the imaginary, mischievous imps that became good 

luck charms for British pilots in WWII — is intended to give the U.S. military “improved operational 

flexibility at a much lower cost than is possible with today’s expensive, all-in-one platforms,” according 

to a DARPA statement. 

Once dispatched, the drones would be outfitted with different payloads in order to accomplish an 

assortment of missions, to include ISR, electronic warfare, signals intelligence and even kinetic effects. 

“When the gremlins complete their mission, a C-130 transport aircraft would retrieve them in the air and 

carry them home, where ground crews would prepare them for their next use within 24 hours,” the 

DARPA statement reads. 

Although the technology to project volleys of cheap, reusable drones was previously out of reach for 

defense contractors, the Gremlins program has gradually dialed in on the possibility.  



 

 

The program also seeks to one day launch the drones from smaller fixed-wing aircraft, such as fighters, 

while still keeping those manned platforms out of the range of enemy air defenses. 

The program’s first phase concluded in March, and showed the program was not just feasible, but 

“would require minimal modification to the host aircraft,” said Scott Wierzbanowski, the DARPA 

program manager, in a statement.” 

So, the first and most prosaic possibility for what occurred over Murphysboro Illinois may have been 

drone swarms being deployed and retrieved by C-130 “Motherships”! 

This scenario does not explain however what happened over Montana. 

While reports of large objects over 300 feet dotted the December 9
th

 landscape it is in Montana that 

very succinct evidence emerged that the strings of lights seen in the sky were not C-130s travelling 

southwest to Nellis AFB but were anomalous objects mimicking C-130s and at much lower altitudes and 

in length over 300 feet or triple the size of a typical Boeing 737. There is no way to reconcile what 

happened over Montana to a string of C-130s flying to Nevada.  

This brings us to the least prosaic explanation. The C-130 exercise was a ruse. It was meant to cover up 

something else that was going on that night especially over Montana.  

In Montana we have two distinct reports of very large objects hovering over farm fields perhaps 

loitering or perhaps in difficulty. The entire state was inundated with objects that night most of them 

flying slowly along Interstates 15 and 90.  

Below again is a photo of the drawing of the Dillon object. It is not a C-130 as C-130s don’t hover over 

fields silently and it is not a drone at over 300 feet in diameter.  A look at the photo suggests it is an 

alarmingly lit red and white lighted object saucer shaped with various parts being a dome on the lower 



 

 

portion and a possibly hexagonal shape on top tapering to a smaller top. What military object behaves 

or looks like this?  

In the second near landing case in Dillon Montana we have a witness submitting a drawing from the 

internet as to what the object looked like. In this representation the object is a string of red and white 

lights obviously similar to the string of red and white lights seen as C-130s high above but with several 

clear distinctions.  First the object was seen almost at eye level suggesting the band o white and red 

lights were on the side of the craft and second that it was only one craft and not a fleet of C-130s which 

could not almost hover over a cornfield anyway.  



 

 

 

 

If the C-17 and C-130 Joint Forcible Exercise was a ruse to cover something else up what was it.  

Had these additional objects been hostile we would imagine the Air Force vehicles to tale immediate 

evasive maneuvers or perhaps attack. Nothing like that occurred.  

So, in our second scenario, was it possible that the Air Force was working in conjunction with the 

unknown objects over Murphysboro Illinois as well as Montana. Was the parachute exercise meant to 

cover up large scale activity of something of an unknown nature? 

The third possibility was that the craft seen over Montana were airships. It is a well-documented fact 

that the Air Force as well as private corporations are developing lighter than air vehicles enormous in 

size.  

One example is the “Long Endurance Multi-Intelligence Vehicle (LEMV), a souped-up blimp designed to fly 

continuously for 21 days and provide full surveillance of an area.” 

 

According to a CNN on-line article by By Alicia Tarancon: 

The all-seeing airship is longer than football field and taller than a seven-story building, according to maker 

Northrop Grumman. Its shape separates the 21st-century "hybrid air vehicle," as Northrop Grumman calls it, from 

the blimps that have flown over sporting events for decades. 



 

 

The LEMV is aerodynamic, with a shape closer to an airfoil than an elongated football like classic blimps. So 

while old-school blimps stay aloft because of the helium inside, the LEMV uses the helium and its shape to 

achieve lift. 

Northrop Grumman has a $517 million contract to build three airships for the Army. 

The first test flight included two pilots, but in the future, the Army hopes to have unmanned flights. 

 

 

 

The forth and least prosaic explanation is that the U.S. Military was engaging in something top secret 

using the exercise as a ruse and engaging with players unknown to the general public. It is not always 

the case that MUFON suspects extraterrestrial or ultra-terrestrial activity but any unknown aircraft or 

object in the sky is also a UFO even if it may be from a foreign power working with us or against us.  

 

 

APPENDIX 1 



 

 

 

 

CHRONOLOGY 

 

Chronology of 76 Cases from the MUFON and National UFO Reporting Center (NUFORC) databases for 

the December 9
th

, 2017 American Cross-Continent flap. 

 

SUMMARY: 

On December 9
th

, 2017, strings of red and white lights were seen in the evening hours going from east to 

west across the United States and at one point into Canada.  Sighting reports began in South Carolina 

and moved northwest to Illinois over to Kansas, up to Wyoming, and then one set of sightings continued 

northwest into the Vancouver, Canada area while another went southwest into Utah and eventually 

down to Nevada and New Mexico. Video of the event was taken in several cases. Additional video 

showed up on YOUTUBE. 

************************************************************************************ 

NUFORC Case – Sautee, Georgia 

8:03 PM EST 

Duration: 5 minutes 

Direction: SE to NW 

ABSTRACT: 3 Red and White Flashing Lights in formation 

At 8:00pm on Dec 9th, 2017, I witnessed numerous red and white flashing lights coming over the 

mountain tops. It looked like they were in formation and the event last around 5 minutes. The lights 

were moving north west at that time at a steady pace. I did notice a plane fly above them, maybe 5000 

ft above them. But my depth perception of these objects was not good though.  

I tried to film a video on my phone and still have it but for some reason the lights do not appear. I think 

you could make a case that this was a military event, however our rural area was out of power at this 

time and I didn't hear a sound while these objects were flying over. That was very strange to me. I didn't 

have any sense of fear, mostly just one of wonder.  

 

NUFORC Case – Sautee, Georgia 

8:03 PM EST 

Duration: 10 minutes 



 

 

Direction: unknown 

ABSTRACT: Red and white flashing lights. 

13-15 objects moving west at a steady rate. White and red alternating flashes. No sound and looked like 

multiple objects not one singular object. 

((NUFORC Note: We spoke via telephone with the witness, and he seemed to us to be quite sincerem 

and sober-minded. The sighting occurred at night, so we have corrected the time above. PD)) 

 

 

 

 

MUFON CASE 88696- West Columbia, South Carolina 

12 AM (DEFAULT TIME) most likely 7:50 pm EST(see case 88645 10 miles west of this case) 

Duration: 8 minutes 

Direction: NE to NW 

ABSTRACT:  I was in my house on 12/09/2017 in Lexington county SC. at around 7pm when I realized I had 

forgotten to bring in the mail. When I went outside to get the mail I heard a humming rumbling noise that made me 

look up, and I saw a long trail of objects. there were Triangle shaped one's that were flashing red and blue lights and 

in between the Triangle shaped objects there were cylinder shaped reddish colored objects flashing a red light on and 

off. these objects were in a line one behind the other and they were in this order, A Triangle shaped one, then 3 

cylinder shaped ones, then another Triangle shaped one, and 3 cylinder shaped one's and so on for a total of around 

15 objects or so, they stretched out for a couple miles from what I could tell. it was very clear night and These Objects 

were flying relatively low and not moving very fast so I was able to get a pretty good look at them for about 8 minutes 

or so. I observed them flying in a straight line until I could not see them anymore because of the trees. the objects 

stayed at the same altitude the whole time that I could see them , I live very close to an Airport and am very familiar 

with planes and helicopters flying over my house and I can tell you these were not airplanes or Helicopters, I did go 

on line the next day and had seen a couple other people posted that they had witnessed the same thing I had 

witnessed with pretty much the same detail that the objects were flying in a straight line and they had seen 10 to 15 

objects flashing red and blue lights! My reaction when I saw these Objects was complete excitement I could not 

believe what I was looking at I was not frightened at all it was an awesome sight. since this happened I have been 

going outside every night at 7pm and looking up at the sky hoping that they will return. 

************************************************************************************* 

MUFON Case # 88645 – Lexington, South Carolina (10 miles west of West Columbia, case 88696) 

7:50 PM EST  

Duration: 50 minutes  

Direction: NW (to or from unknown) 

ABSTRACT: Large line of red/orange lights. Not in a straight line but all offset. Very close together. 

Walked outside to get firewood. Cold clear night looked up and saw large line of 10/15 red/orange lights in the sky to 



 

 

my NW. they were not all blinking and not a formation if planes I have seen before. Looked on social media and 

several people also witnessed event. 

 

 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Swansea, South Carolina 

8:14 PM EST 

Duration: 1 minute 

Direction: unknown 

Abstract: Long line of red lights across the sky. There was a long line of red lights in sky. They appeared to 

be in a straight line, as if hung on a wire across the sky. There were no strobes or blinking lights. I was 

driving, so I cannot estimate how many lights there were, but there were many! They were not doing 

anything erratic or spectacular. What caught our attention was simply their presence. We could not 

ignore their abundance. It was one of those, "Wow! Look at that moments!" They appeared from one 

end of the sky to the other. We have never seen anything like this in the sky before. 

 

 

 

MUFON Case # 88664 - Murphysboro, Illinois 

8:02 PM CT 

Duration: 3 minutes 

Direction: NE to NW to W 

Abstract: 20 + Bright red lights approximately 1/4 mile wide. At about 8:00 PM, on December 9, 2017 my 

husband was coming home from work and called me to tell me to go outside and look at the lights in the sky above 

our property. When I went out I observed at least 18 -20 bright red lights. The lights were all an equal distance apart 

and were going off/on in a right to left order. The first light was situated over our pole barn and the last light I could 

see was over our neighbor’s property, at least a 1/4 mile away. The lights were traveling at a north-western direction 

when I first started observing them, but then started moving west. The object moved to the west until it was out of my 

sight. The object was flying low to the ground (500 -600 hundred feet). Tonight is clear and stars are out, and the 

object covered the stars as it moved. It moved very slowly and at times seemed to actually pause in the sky. There 

was absolutely no sound, but our dogs were barking like crazy (they were not outside but in the house). I wanted 

others to view the objects so I contacted my neighbor. She witnessed the exact same thing. I also called the Jackson 

County Sheriff’s department and they dispatched a deputy. The deputy also witnessed the lights and actually tried to 

follow them. I got on Facebook and there was a flurry of conversations regarding the lights. 

 

************************************************************************************ 



 

 

 

MUFON Case # 88818 – Murphysboro, Illinois 

8:02 PM CT 

Duration:3 minutes 

Direction: SE to W 

ABSTRACT: Additional supporting witness to Case 88664 in Murphysboro, Illinois. Additional supporting witness to 

Case 88664 in Murphysboro, Illinois. The Jackson County Sheriff Department was contacted by the witness in Case 

88664, and a deputy responded to the witness' sighting of a formation of red and white lights, almost 20, moving 

across the sky. The witness stated that the deputy followed the objects in the sky. 

 

 

************************************************************************************************************************************* 

 

 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Carbondale, Illinois 

8:15 PM CT 

Duration: 5 minutes 

Direction: unknown 

ABSTRACT: Large light formation over Jackson County, Illinois. 

At approximately 8:15 PM, my husband was coming home from work and spotted a formation of lights 

in the sky. He called me and told me to go outside and look at the lights. The lights were directly over 

our property and were approximately 1/4 mile wide. There were 18-20 red lights that were flashing in a 

sequential order. The lights were exactly the same distance apart and looked liked they bowed near the 

end. There was absolutely no sound and the object was moving very slowly. 

I called our neighbor and asked her to go out and look. She saw and reported the exact same thing. I 

also called the Jackson County Sheriff's office and they dispatched a deputy out. The deputy reported to 

me that he had seen the exact same formation and really didn't know what it was.  

He also said they had been getting reports from towns and counties in surrounding areas. 

We live a few miles from the regional airport and are very familiar with small planes and helicopters 

flying over. This formation was flying at about the same height. It was flying low. 

I did receive a call back from the Jackson County Sheriff's dispatcher, and she said Scott Air Force base 

had been contacted and they claimed they had planes flying in a formation over the region. This is 

absolutely impossible, but not unexpected.  

The object blocked out the stars, was moving much too slowly for a plane (s) or even helicopters, the 

formation of lights did not deviate position at all, and there was absolutely no noise. 

 



 

 

  

************************************************************************************************************************************* 

NUFORC Case – Springfield, Illinois 

9:00 PM CT 

Duration: 5 minutes 

Direction: unknown 

ABSTRACT: Lights in the sky. My husband and I were getting out of our car and walking to the house 

when i looked up and saw a sequence of four lights in a row. It was in the east. They were flashing from 

left to right. I've never seen any plane or helicopter do anything like this. They looked like chaser lights 

on a bar way up. I told my husband about the strange lights that weren't moving and he didn't look, he 

went into the house. I watched for a few more minutes, then kind of blew it off until now. To know 

others may have saw something that night is why I'm coming forward. 

 

 

************************************************************************************************************************************* 

NUFORC Case – Vienna, Illinois 

9:20 PM CT 

Duration: 3 minutes (approximate) 

Direction: S to N 

ABSTRACT: Flashing lights seen flying overhead, completely silent. 

Multiple flashing lights in a straight line, like they were attached to one long object or multiple crafts 

flying in equal spacing, was seen flying north. Completely silent. 

 

 

************************************************************************************************************************************* 

 

 

 

MUFON Case # 88649 – Stillwell, Kansas 

8:35 CT 

Duration: 10 minutes 

Direction: SW (to or from unknown) 

ABSTRACT: Bright flashing red lights going off and on in synchronicity spanning about 3/4 mile across. Red lights 

were about 50 feet apart from one another. All were in uniform line across the sky flying west about 500-1000 ft 

above ground. My son and I were heading south on Metcalf Ave coming back from picking up a pizza from Domino’s 



 

 

Pizza. I noticed a strings of red flashing lights across the sky straight in front of us. I pointed to it and my son finally 

noticed them as well. We were confused and didn't know what they could be. There were 10-14 red lights in a uniform 

line about 50-100 feet apart blinking on and off in synchronicity. They looked as if they were hovering but then we 

could tell they were heading west. We turned west onto 183rd St and stopped on the bridge over 69 hwy. I got out of 

the truck and recorder with my phone. My son gave me his phone to record as well. We were in shock and didn't 

know what to think of them. The red flashing lights would not show-up on the videos due to focusing issues etc. Went 

home and told wife about encounter. Turned on news to see if there were any other sightings. Nothing. Very exciting 

moment and certainly won't forget. 

************************************************************************************************************************************* 

NUFORC Case – Hays, Kansas 

8:23 PM CT 

Duration:15 minutes 

Direction:SE to NW 

ABSTRACT: Formation of 25-30 red lights 

Driving on I-70 eastbound, from Hays, to the left ahead was a line of red and white blinking lights. They 

didn’t stay in a line either. Some would go in front and above the others, but for the most part moving 

northwest in a line.  

I exited the highway and took a dirt road, Pfeifer Ave. North. At that time they were right in front of me.  

I stopped the car to get out and film.  

Then they changed formation and moved very quickly north east.  

At that time, they were north of Hays, far away from me, moving in a diagonal line. 

((NUFORC Note: Witness elects to remain totally anonymous; provides no contact information. PD)) 

 

************************************************************************************************************************************* 

NUFORC Case – Paxico, Kansas 

8:30 PM CT 

Duration: 20 minutes 

Direction: SE to NW 

ABSTRACT: 8 red blinking lights in a horizontal line, evenly spaced, heading in a west/northwest 

direction, lasted 15-20 minutes 

The sky was clear and it was about 35 degrees on Saturday, December 09, 2017. It was about 19:30 

when I saw a huge falling star (meteorite) that fell due west. I was the only one who saw this. We had 

just turned south out of my family’s driveway (a tractor pulling a trailer of 17 adults). 

It was around 20:30, there were 18 adults on a hayrack ride. We were in a rural area, and I happened to 

see some flashing round red lights. There were eight lights and they appeared to be “hooked” together 

by something because they were evenly spaced. The lights would blink on and off at the same time. 

They were traveling in a horizontal line and in a west/northwest direction. All of us on the hayrack ride 

saw these lights. We watched the lights for about 15-20 minutes before we could no longer see them. 

My nephew and his friends who were in a different town about 10 miles east of us, also saw these red 

flashing lights. He described them exactly how we saw them. 



 

 

 

************************************************************************************************************************************* 

NUFORC Case – Topeka, Kansas 

9:00 PM CT 

Duration: 30 MINUTES 

Direction: hovering 

ABSTRACT: Red lights in line formation hovering over west topeka 

7 or 8 red lights in a straight line formation hovering for about 30 minutes, lights were steady have not 

seen since. 

((NUFORC Note: Witness elects to remain totally anonymous; provides no contact information. PD)) 

************************************************************************************************************************************* 

NUFORC Case – Phillipsburg, Kansas 

9:20 PM CT 

Duration: 20 MINUTES 

Direction: NE to SW 

ABSTRACT: 12 red flashing lights, traveling slowly, with a heading in SW KANSAS. 

On Dec. 8, 2017, (sic. Dec. 9th) my husband and myself witnessed a distinctive row of red lights traveling 

SW of Phillipsburg, KS. They were lined up and flashing, moving at a slow rate of speed. 

Did not see any object just the lights there was at least a dozen red flashing lights no sounds of engines, 

just silence. 

Would love to know if anyone else has reported that sighting. 

((NUFORC Note: We suspect that the time indicated by the witness is flawed, and we have attempted to 

contact her to confirm whether the sighting might have been during the evening. In the meantime, we 

have amended the time above. PD 

 

 

************************************************************************************************************************************* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Bonne Terre, Missouri 



 

 

8:15 PM CT 

Duration: unknown 

Direction: unknown 

ABSTRACT: My mom was outside smoking a cigarette and looked up to see about 15 UFO’s flying in a 

straight line all the way across the sky, she ran in and got me and my girlfriend and we witnessed it too. I 

took a video and you can’t even see them,  

 

I took another video and zoomed in a lot and you can faintly see them, but the video shows a lot. It was 

truly the craziest thing I’ve seen, and it was right in front of my house. 

 

 

((NUFORC Note: We have amended the time, to reflect a nighttime sighting. PD)) 

 

 

MUFON Case # 88671 - Osage Beach, Missouri 

9:40 PM CT time approximate 

Duration: 5 minutes 

Direction: NE (to or from unknown) 

ABSTRACT: Saw a line of at least 50 red lights didn't make on sound. My boyfriend told me to hurry and come 

out on our deck. I looked to my right and saw this very long line of red lights. It ran from in front of me and over the 

roof of the neighbor. I didn't see the full length off it they were short of flashing and then some would turn white just 

for a second. The one at the end nearest me turned white and I caught myself musty starting at the one light. This 

thing was huge and didn't make one single sound. It wasn't that high either. I 

 

 

MUFON Case # 88675 – Lebanon, Missouri 

8:30 PM CT 

Duration: 20 minutes 

Direction: N to W 

ABSTRACT: Driving towards Saint Louis south of Rolla, noticed a string of 12 plus flashing lights in a parallel line 

hovering above the highway. Seemed unusual in their flashing regularity, We first assumed they were some sort of 

fixed objects but after about 15 minutes we realized they were hovering. Eventually they headed West. Over 20 

people witnessed this and we videotaped some of the footage. 

 



 

 

 

 

MUFON Case # 88702 – Laurie, Missouri 

8:20 PM CT 

Duration: 20 minutes 

Direction: SE to NW 

ABSTRACT: On December 9th around 8:26 pm my wife and I seen what appeared to be a stationary, cluster like 

formation of blinking lights in the South Eastern sky, they then formed into a line and passed over us in a North 

Westerly direction....They blinked and appeared to move in unison, as if they were part of a single craft however we 

could see stars around and in between, each individual blinking light....This experience was unnerving enough that 

we called 911, the Dispatcher informed me that we were the fifth caller about these lights and they had an officer with 

a visual as we spoke...the dispatcher also said they were going to make some calls about this and would contact us 

with any information they learned...we have yet to hear back from them...... It took this line of lights 20 minutes to 

pass over our location....as they got further away they appeared to resume the cluster like formation which I believe 

was actually caused by a difference in altitude of the individual objects that couldn't be distinguished while it was 

overhead.....I observed the distance the line itself covered and timed a jet the next day to see how long it took the jet 

to cover the same distance that the line of lights took up in the sky.....it took the jet 1 minute and 45 seconds to cover 

the same distance that the line of lights took up in the sky.....based on this, I'm guessing the line itself to be 10+ miles 

in length.....As they passed over there was no noise at all, we were trying to take pictures and video and were 

experiencing a lot of trouble with our camera shutting off....we also experienced trouble with our land line telephone 

when we tried to call 911 the phone went dead and had a constant high pitched mono tone beep that lasted for 4 

minutes even after hanging the phone up on the base several times.....the brief footage I was able to capture shows 

only the part of the line that fit in the cameras view.....from end to end, it stretched over a huge portion of the sky. I do 

not believe this to be any sort of man made or operated craft and I believe anyone who seen it would agree with my 

assumption. I am willing to undergo a polygraph concerning what I witnessed and would love to hear any further 

information you may obtain from any other reports on this incident. I will also send the video footage I was able to get 

when I'm contacted by an investigator. 

 

NUFORC Case – Iberia, Missouri 

8:00 PM CT 

Duration: 10 minutes 

Direction: NE to SW 

ABSTRACT: Very long line of white and red flashing red lights seen above Central Missouri. 

There was a very long line of flashing white and red lights that was seen across Central Missouri tonight 

by a number of people in several different towns. It was seen North of St. Elizabeth, and they traveled 

SW and was seen in Iberia and the Lake Ozark area, a short time later. Very very high in the sky. Red and 

white flashing lights. There was no sound at all. They were not in any formation just a very long 

staggered line trailing one right after another. You would think if it was some sort of jet there would be 

some sort of sound by how many there were. It was completely silent.  

They're are several videos that people are posting on social media of them. I was able to get a video of 



 

 

them at the time. Was very interesting to see. 

((NUFORC Note: Witness elects to remain totally anonymous; provides no contact information. PD)) 

 

 

 

 

MUFON Case # 89197 – Salem, Missouri 

8:20 PM CT 

Duration: 6 minutes 

Direction: NNE to SSW 

ABSTRACT: 12 to 15 red lights in the sky in the NW. At 8:20 PM We received a text to go outside and look to the 

NW, strange lights in the sky. The wife and I went outside and sure enough there was 12 to 15 red lights in the sky 

not too far above the trees. All lights were at an equal distance from one another. All were hovering at first then they 

slowly began moving forward at the same time, in a South SW direction, very slow. We could hear no engine noise as 

we were too far away, probably 5 to 7 miles. The witness that reported it to me said she heard a loud humming 

coming from them or it. We were unable to tell if it was one object like the phoenix lights or multiple objects. Whatever 

it was it was not airplanes. The lights were a solid color with no flashing or pulsating of different colors. They did 

seem to move in unison. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Lebanon, Missouri 

8:30 PM CT 

Duration: 20 minutes 

Direction: hovering 



 

 

ABSTRACT: tring of 12 or more lights hovering in a straight line above highway 44 in Missouri with 

unusual light patterns 

Driving toward Saint Louis on highway 44, near Lebanon, we saw a string of lights for about 20 minutes 

that had a very unusual flash sequence. They seemed to be hovering over the highway.  

At first we thought they were a fixed object such as a string of towers of some sort. As we got closer, we 

realized that they were much to high (maybe a mile or so, hard to say for certain as we were in a vehicle 

the entire time.) They were in mostly a straight line but not exactly and flashing red and white in a very 

odd pattern. As we got closer, they headed West, not sure of the speed.  

Someone on our bus was able to record it through the windows.  

About 20 people saw it. 

((NUFORC Note: Source of report is a member of law enforcement. PD)) 

 

NUFORC Case – Versailles, Missouri 

8:30 PM CT 

Duration: 30 seconds 

Direction:unknown 

ABSTRACT: Red and white light flashing in line across from New Life Assembly Church. 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Desoto, Missouri 

8:30 PM CT 

Duration:10 minutes 

Direction: unknown 

ABSTRACT: We saw a line of lights, about 20 of them, in a perfectly straight line, alternating flashing, and 

it was moving very slow at a diagonal angle. 

 

 

NUFORC Case – De Soto, Missouri 

8:30 PM CT 

Duration: 

Direction: ESE to WNW 



 

 

ABSTRACT: Looking out towards the southwest sky outside of DeSoto, Missouri, we saw a PERFECTLY 

straight line of red lights. Approximately 25-30 lights all were blinking and all were red. No sound was 

heard from the UFO. You could see a very slow movement (but not as fast as any plane) moving towards 

the WNW.  

We watched it for approximately 10 minutes before it started to get behind the tree line over the 

horizon. 

 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Lowry City, Missouri 

8:30 PM CT 

Duration: 10 minutes 

Direction: unknown 

ABSTRACT: It looked like a string of red and white pulsating lights perfectly lined up going silently slowly 

across the sky. Was seen by several ppl I know in near by towns. 

 

 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Desloge, Missouri 

8:30 PM CT 

Duration: 10 minites 

Direction:W to E 

ABSTRACT: 15-20 red flashing lights in a horizontal pattern, equal distance from each other. Slowly 

drifting east across the sky together as though they were part of one craft.  

It was silent and the lights were flashing at different times of each other. 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Rolla, Missouri 

8:30 PM CT 



 

 

Duration: 35 to 45 minutes 

Direction:unknown 

ABSTRACT: undescribed pulsating red lights moving in formation 

8:30 p.m. CST 9 December 2017, Rolla, Missouri 65401  

looking south to southeast, at first there were 3-4 red pulsating lights in the night sky, flying in a 

swooping arc formation. Moving southeast.  

Called witness number 1 to come outside to look and see what I saw. And said that is was probably 

airplanes in the distance. Went inside for about 15 minutes.  

Then returned outside and saw an additional 20-40 red lights in the same formation moving at an 

abnormally slow speed.  

Called witness 1 back outside and saw the same thing but more pronounced.  

Witness 3 came outside to see what the commotion was. Witness 3 saw exactly what the first 2 

witnesses saw. But at a delayed time. There were no flashing lights to accompany the red lights as there 

are with normal aircraft. Or satellite.  

Witness number 1 called the UFO eyewitness hotline to report the incident, and was asked to make an 

official report online. 

 

 

MUFON Case # 89516 – Clinton, Missouri 

8:45 PM CT 

Duration: 20 minutes 

Direction: SE to NW 

ABSTRACT: A string of lights hovered then moved very slowly - could have been one object. As reported to 

ASD in person: "My wife and I were getting out of the car when we noticed a string of about 12-15 reddish/white 

colored lights hovering in the sky above the trees. We watched, wondering what it could be when it started moving 

very slowly right over our heads. The lights all moved in unison, as if it was one large craft. We saw the stars 

disappear above the object so there must have been a craft involved although it must have been very dark because 

we could not see a structure. There was no sound or vibration associated with the object. We were both 

dumbfounded. We watched it for approximately 20 minutes, then could no longer see it. We wish to remain 

anonymous" 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

MUFON Case # 88651 – Clarek (Clark), Wyoming 

8:30 MT 

Duration:15 minutes 

Direction: NE to SE 

ABSTRACT: Saw 10 to 15 Red lights blinking but not off and on in a straight line moving. I was stand on porch at 

8:30 PM on 12/9/17. I saw 10 to 15 Red lights in a straight line. I thought maybe Planes or coppers or UFO's. First 

time I saw that many but not my first, the first time was in 1965 Ann Arbor MI. again in 1971 same place. They flew 

out of sight. 

 

NUFORC Case -  Powell, Wyoming 

8:30 PM MT 

Duration: 10 minutes 

Direction:  unknown 

ABSTRACT: Red blinking lights stretched across the night sky. 

Did not manage to count the number of lights, but multiple red flashing lights in a straight formation 

equal distance apart which stretched pretty far across the sky was seen by my girlfriend and I when 

driving home from Cody around 8:30pm. My best possible guess is some sort of flight convoy. Didn't 

hear any sounds. Definitely strange and unfamiliar. 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Shoshoni, Wyoming 

8:30 PM MT 

Duration: 5 to 10 minutes 

Direction: unknown 

ABSTRACT: Formation of 15-20 lights all in a row blinking blue and red. Moving across the sky. 

((NUFORC Note: Witness elects to remain totally anonymous; provides no contact information. PD)) 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Anaconda, Montana 

8:30 PM MT 



 

 

Duration: 3 minutes 

Direction: SW to NE 

ABSTRACT: Red lights blinking 

 

I live on Georgetown Lake in Southwestern Montana at an elevation of 6,200 feet. On the night of 

Saturday December, 9 2017 at about 8:30 p.m. I saw about 15 moving red blinking lights. They were to 

the south of where I live about 1,000 feet above the mountains that are over 10,000 feet in elevation. 

The mountains are about 15 miles from where I live. The lights were moving horizontally. The lights 

were moving in a northeasterly direction. I estimate that the row of lights was 10 miles long. They were 

evenly spaced and all were at the same elevation. It looked like they were being towed because they all 

followed the same path. The blinking of the lights alternated. When one light blinked on the light closest 

to it did not. Every other light blinked at the same time. The sighting lasted about 3 minutes. I did not 

have my phone with me so no video. I did not want to go get it because I did not want to miss what I 

was seeing. It did not seem possible. There w! as also no sound. It is very quiet where I live so if it was 

plane I would have heard it. 

 

 

 

MUFON Case # 88662 – Three Forks, Montana 

8:05 PM MT 

Duration: 2 minutes 

Direction: W to E 

ABSTRACT: 30ish blinking red and white lights in a zigzag pattern moving from West to Eas Noticed lights 

in the sky as I got out of truck They seemed several thousand feet in altitude and were approaching from the West. 

Steadily blinking both red and white lights covering 1/3 of the entire sky. Slowly moved directly East and faded from 

sight. Noise was a muffled hum from a far distance, not very loud. Lights distance from each other remained constant 

making them appear as one large object. I ran into our house and alerted my wife to come out and look. We both 

observed the UFO. 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Billings Montana 

8:18 PM MT 

Duration: 5 minutes 

Direction: N to S 

ABSTRACT: Line of lights moving from north to south, blinking, looked to be at least one mile in length. 

 



 

 

 

((NUFORC Note: We spoke via telephone with the witness, and she sounded to us to be quite serious-

minded. She is going to submit more material about the sighting, which will be included with this report. 

PD)) 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Helena, Montana 

8:23 PM MT 

Duration: 20 minutes 

Direction: NW to Se 

ABSTRACT: A line of about 30 flashing red lights heading southeast. 

((NUFORC Note: Witness elects to remain totally anonymous; provides no contact information. PD)) 

 

 

 

 

 

MUFON Case # 88655 – Dillon, Montana 

8:00 PM MT 

Duration: 15 minutes 

Direction: NE to E 

ABSTRACT: Red, silver,patterned lights,  big and round,  tilted,  turning slow, above trees,  moving slow to NE,  E. 

On the way home around 7:58, 8:00pm. Watching for deer and notice right in front of us in the sky right above the 

treeline where these red and white, silver, round, small, lights in a row all going in a pattern around the edge and 

along the top and bottom all going around in a pattern. It was turning slowly at a tilt, bigger then a house, very low to 

the ground, turning slowly, going in a E direction. I drove fast down the lane me and my boyfriend watching it. I ran 

into the house and grabbed my mom to look at it. She ran out with me and we watched it. No noise at all, the red, 

silvers lights where all going in a perfect tilted circle, top and bottom, but the object was translucent, could just see 

the lights circling top and bottom this huge slow turning no sound thing. We watched it for 10, 15 mins, slowly 

changing it's directed to the NE. We watched tell it was so far away in the dark we couldn't see it anymore. We never 

saw it take of just slowly moving away. Mom was kinda scared because it was so close, so big, slowly moving away 

over our field and above the neighbourhood in the dark, 8pm. I went inside the house never knowing if it went back 

up because it moved to far away to see at night above the treeline still. I tried to take a picture of it on my phone or 

record it but I couldn't capture it on my cell phone. 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Dillon, Montana 

7:57 PM MT 



 

 

Duration: 10 minutes 

Direction: W to E 

ABSTRACT: Very large object with blinking red lights in the northern sky above our field. 

On Dec 9, 2017, around 8pm I was driving home going north when I saw blinking red lights thru the 

trees, as I came around the bend in the road I saw lots of blinking red lights at eye level straight in front 

of me over the road about ½ mile away. I told my boyfriend to look at that! I drove to the head of our 

lane about ½ the distance to the object and stopped to watch it about 5 minutes. I watched it go into 

our field and move down towards the house. When it was getting close to the house I raced down the 

lane (about ¼ mile) to the house and yelled at my mom to come out. We watched it together until it 

went out of sight. My boyfriend and I saw the same thing my mother saw described below. 

On Dec 9, 2017, at 8:05pm MST my daughter came running into the house yelling at me to come 

outside. When I came out she told me to look up into the northern sky. I looked up but didn’t see 

anything until I lowered my eyes looking at eye level and there it was in our field by our house. It looked 

to be about in the middle of our field 800 ft away from us. 

I saw a lot (didn’t count) of dim, rectangular, flashing red lights with an occasional white flash going 

around the middle of what appeared to be a very large object moving very slowly across our field. It was 

moving from west to east (left to right) at an angle to the ground with the front lower than the back. It 

was very close to the ground and there was no sound. We tried to take a picture with a cell phone but 

you couldn’t see it. 

We watched it move across our field and go over the trees into our neighbor’s field. We watched the 

blinking lights until they went out of sight behind the trees. It took about 5 minutes for it to go out of 

sight about ¼ mile. 

There is a picture at www.bigskywords.com/montana-blog/a-history-of-ufos-in-montana that looks 

close to what we saw minus the light going down to the ground and the light on top. The lights going 

around were dim red with a few flashes of white not as pictured there. 

This was witnessed by myself (pharmacist), my daughter and her boyfriend (professional chef) 

((NUFORC Note: We spoke via telephone with this witness, and she seemed to us to be exceptionally 

eloquent, and objective, in her description of the event. We suspect that she is a skilled, and highly 

reliable, witness. PD)) 

 

 

 

 

MUFON Case # 88650 – Laurel, Montana 

8:25 PM MT 

Duration: 10 minutes 

Direction: S to SW 

ABSTRACT: Witnessed 20 red lights confirgured in semis straight formation  heading south very slowly. Driving from 

BILLINGS back to Laurel witnessed a strange aircraft formation heading south/southwest. They were flying very 



 

 

slowly ~20 red lights that were blinking on and off. Very possibly could be helicopters though they seem to be flying 

very slow. Roughly 3 miles away, very noticeable from interstate, maybe flying 1000 feet of the deck. 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Townsend, Montana 

6:00 PM MT 

Duration: unknown 

Direction: unknown 

ABSTRACT: 10 flashing lights red in color with the center one white rotating counter clockwise. Moving 

west to east. Would not pick up on my IPhone. 

 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Billings Montana 

7:58 PM MT 

Duration 2 minutes 

Direction: unknown 

ABSTRACT: flashing lights. no noise.I have been seeing lights for weeks above Billings. Finally got my 

neighbor to come.out and see. So she calls me tonight and says get out here. This time was insane. 16 

red flashing lights in the sky in a zig zag pattern, headed north to south. Quickly and silently. What I have 

seen before is stationary lights that drift out and come back. Phone camera picked up only a few of the 

lights. This was insane and I am hearing nothing about it. Apparently, nobody looks up anymore because 

Billings has been crazy active with unexplained lights in the sky. 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Divide, Montana 

7:50 PM MT 

Duration: 5 MINUTES 

Direction:unknown 

ABSTRACT: Vertical red flashing lights in zig-zag formation.Vertical flashing red lights in zig-zag 

formation. No noise present. When directly overhead they appeared to be chevron in shape. 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Bozeman, Montana 



 

 

8:00 PM MT 

Duration: 3 minutes 

Direction: W to E 

ABSTRACT: Line of approximately 2 dozen blinking red lights, moving W to E over Gallatin Valley, 

Montana.We (my roommate and I) were ice fishing on Hyalite Reservoir on the evening of Saturday, 

December 9, 2017, at approximately 20:00 hrs. The sky was very clear with no moon to light the sky and 

little light pollution otherwise. The stargazing at Hyalite is very good.Looking to the north we spotted a 

line of red lights moving west to east. The lights were flashing approximately once a second, in no 

particular order and held a very steady, evenly spaced formation. They eventually vanished behind 

clouds, so we assumed they were flying at an altitude of at least a several thousand feet above the 

ground. It took a few minutes for the objects to move across the sky and appeared to be moving like 

distant planes, but the lights did not match any sort of aircraft we had seen in the sky before, and the 

steadiness of the line-formation was unique. 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Livingston, Montana 

8:30 PM MT 

Duration: 15 minutes 

Direction: W to E 

ABSTRACT: 12 red flashing lights in a line flying at about 3000 ft. above ground level, west to east slowly. 

No blue lights visible. No sound. 

((NUFORC Note: Witness elects to remain totally anonymous; provides no contact information. PD)) 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Laurel, Montana 

8:45 PM MT 

Duration: 10 minutes 

Direction: W to E to S 

ABSTRACT: On Saturday 12/9/17 around 845 pm myself and family were outside and saw flashing red 

lights in a single line formation around a mile apart, traveling from the west towards the east then cut 

south. It seemed like the objects appeared out of nowhere, one light after another after another until 

around at least 20 objects were seen. The duration of the sighting was between 8-10 minutes, 

meanwhile neighborhood dogs were barking loudly. Also noise in background is a train because I live 

close to railroad track. 

Below is a link on youtube showing the video I took. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FzTb4GoqxmU 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Arvada, Colorado 

7:30 PM MT 

Duration:20 MINUTES 

Direction: unknown 

ABSTRACT: I was standing outside facing west from approximately 64th and Llamar. I like to star gaze.  

Out of seemingly nowhere a long line of blinking red and green lights just appeared in the sky, no big 

flash or start, it was very subtle. they were definitly lights though. I thought they might be crane lights 

but there were thousands of them in a straight line that seemed to stretch for miles. Maybe they were 

lights on an airplane, but they moved across the sky so slowly that you'd think they weren't even moving 

but over the course of an hour they slowly drifted westward. A plane would've flown much faster across 

the sky at that distance relative to myself. Best estimate of distance is at the start being maybe a half 

mile to a mile above me and a few miles to the south west. There didn't seem to be any other lights.  

It didn't do anything but rapidly blink between red and green and slowly drift west. 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Arvada, Colorado 

9:15 PM MT 

Duration:10 minutes 

Direction: E to W 

ABSTRACT: Very long, perfect string of red lights evenly spaced with no sound moving slowly from east 

to west 

At approx. 21:00 hrs through 21:15 hrs my mom was taking the dog out and noticed in the south eastern 

sky traveling to the south western sky, where Orion would be later in the night, a string of at least 12 

visible lights that were red occasionally blinking white (one at a time but not in order) then going back to 

red. The distance was unknown but there was no sound to be associated with the lights.  

She came and got me about five minutes after she first noticed the lights. They were evenly spaced and 

appeared to be moving slowly from east to west finally disappearing over the mountains. I was able to 

grab image stabilizing binoculars which just made the red and white lights appear larger. A minute 

passed and I grabbed my dad from inside and all three of us watched as the lights slowly moved over the 

mountains and disappeared. At the end of the formation to the east there was another set of lights 

which looked like a normal plane which appeared to be following the red and white light formation. The 



 

 

plane was lower in the sky to the other lights and moving at a different speed and angle and had 

"normal" blinking running lights including green. What really stood out was the exact distance of the 

lights to one another, the fact they appeared to be in a perfect line with no sound and the slow rate of 

speed. It was impossible to tell wether it was one huge craft or many smaller crafts.  

The following day on the news reported it was a military formation of C 130 (I think), performing training 

HALO mission flying to Nevada. 

 

 

************************************************************************************************************************************* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Denver Colorado 

8:40 PM MT 

Duration: 20 minutes 

Direction: E to W or N to S 

ABSTRACT: My family and I first saw a circular formation of strobing red lights. We decided to stop and 

look and the formation changed. They started to line up and continue to move West or North it looked 

like. 

 

 

NUFORC Report – Denver, Colorado 

8:55 PM MT 

Duration: 4 minutes 

Direction: E to W 

Abstract: Red and white blinking lights in a downward line formation. Traveled from east to west maybe 

25 miles then disappeared. 

 

 

 



 

 

NUFORC Case – Aurora, Colorado 

8:58 PM MT 

Duration: 5 minutes 

Direction: N to S 

Abstract: 20 red flashing lights in a rectangular formation, 60 degrees diagonal orientation in the sky, 

slowly moving & descending 

I saw lots of red lights flashing in a sparkling manner, looking like a large glittering object in the sky. It 

was exactly west of where I live in Aurora, over the city of Denver, CO. It might have been far enough 

away to be right over the mountains. I was in my backyard letting the dog out when I saw them. I 

thought it was radio towers at first, but I never noticed them before. They were also flashing much 

faster than the slow blink of radio towers. Any given flash was instantly on and off rather than the 

gradual turning on and off that you would see from radio towers. The light flashes seemed to be 

occurring randomly across a rectangular shaped area, about the length of 3 moon widths, and about 3/4 

as wide as the moon would be in the sky. There must have been at least 20 distinctly different lights 

flashing in rectangular formation. 

The rectangle of lights was diagonal in the sky, mostly vertical, perhaps about 60 degrees angle, with the 

highest point of the rectangle on my left (meaning that it more south). Then I noticed the object was 

slowly moving to the left and downward, which means it was moving south and decreasing in altitude. 

This happened very slowly, and it was similar to watching the sun set. After 5 minutes, it had slowly 

disappeared because it went below my neighbor's house, so I couldn’t see it anymore.  

I went for a walk 10 minutes later and didn’t see it anywhere on the horizon. Whatever it was, it was 

gone.  

I told my roommate about it, and his friend had just posted on facebook about seeing something that 

looked like a line of aircraft flying in the sky. 

 

 

 

 

MUFON Case # 88653 – Englewood, Colorado 

8:58 PM MT 

Duration: 25 minutes 

Direction: SW to W 

ABSTRACT: 10 flashing red lights moving west. At least ten bright blinking lights in a solid moving quickly towards 

the west followed by airplanes. Appeared to be lights on something massive, first noticed when driving west. Lost 

sight as it moved further south and buildings restricted the sightline. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

MUFON Case # 88654 – Denver Colorado 

8:58 PM MT 

Duration: 4 minutes 

Direction: E to W 

ABSTRACT: String of lights seen moving from East to West. Moved silently. Appeared to be connected. Saw a string 

of lights in Denver (10-15 lights). Appeared to be very high up and moved silently from East to West. Flashing red 

and white lights and they appeared to be connected. 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Boulder, Colorado 

9:00 PM MT 

Duration: 10 minutes 

Direction: E to W 

ABSTRACT:  or so red, blinking lights moving in a straight line above Boulder, CO. 

3 at first, then 8 or so red, blinking lights moving in a straight line. Moved westward from around Denver 

and over the foothills. 

((NUFORC Note: Witness elects to remain totally anonymous; provides no contact information. PD)) 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Denver, Colorado 

9:00 PM MT 

Duration: 30 minutes 

Direction: unknown 

ABSTRACT: Denver: String of lights, in formation, no sound 

9News is reporting a string of lights moving in formation, about 13, without any sound. Numerous pics 

and even video on YouTube.  

Apparently didn’t show up on radar.  

https://youtu.be/6NG9v7Nd6cw 

I personally didn’t observe it, but I’m sure there is enough reports for you guys to look into it.  

My guess would be military, but who knows. 

((NUFORC Note: Witness elects to remain totally anonymous; provides no contact information. PD)) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUFON Case # 88657 – Avon, Colorado 

9:08 PM MT 

Duration: 3 minutes 

Direction: W (to or from unknown) 

ABSTRACT: Observed patter of 7 to 8 sequentially pulsating lights moving vertically across the night sky in a western 

direction. Observed pattern of red, sequentially pulsating lights in sky outside of home. Lights moved slowly from east 

to western horizon and were arranged veritically in a criss-cross pattern. No sound or other acoustic emission heard. 

Observed this for approximately 3 to 4 minutes until lights faded into western horizon. Estimated height of object at 

approximately 500 to 600 feet in vertical length first appearing at about 15 degrees above the horizon. Slow, 

lumbering type of movement. No surface apparent, only pattern of vertically stacked lights in criss-crossed patter. 

 

 

 

 

MUFON Case # 88658 – Avon, Colorado 

9:08 PM MT 

Duration:3 minutes 

Direction: W (to or from unknown) 

ABSTRACT: The sighting was unusual, multiple lights in a long zig zag patter, very large, not a plane, light blinking. I 

left my home at 9:08 to pick up my son the next town over, as I exited my home I noticed a large object in the sky. It 

had 6-10 blinking red lights in a long zig zag pattern that appeared to be hovering over the mtn area near my home. I 

ran inside to ask my boyfriend to come witness this phenomena, he looked out and agreed it was unusual, not a 

plane or helicopter the blinking lights were hovering and to spaced apart. We didn't make out a shape but ran to the 

end of the driveway and notice it became smaller as though it was moving away, it was hard to tell but definitely not 

any craft we have ever seen in our beautiful skies. 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Avon, Colorado 

 

9:15 PM MT 

Duration: 10 minutes 

Direction: SE to NW 



 

 

ABSTRACT: 15 Vertical flashing red lights headed west in Colorado 

There were approximately 15 flashing red lights in a vertical formation. They were seen headed NW, and 

then shifted to W. The lights were flashing in sync, and appeared to have an effect of “falling” - as the 

lights traveled farther in the distance over the mountain, the blinking appeared randomized. When we 

first saw it, it looked like a cell phone tower, because off how straight the lights were; after it was in the 

distance, it looked more like a grouping, in no particular order.  

There was no detectable sound.  

Dogs in the neighborhood were barking loudly. Usually one barks at a deer or two, but to hear many 

dogs barking at 9:15pm was odd. 

 

 

 

 

MUFON Case # 88659 – Aurora, Colorado 

8:30 PM MT 

Duration: 15 minutes 

Direction: NW to NE 

ABSTRACT: string of blinking red and white lights, hovered, eventually changed direction. Sometime before 8pm, a 

string of flashing red and white lights were observed by a friend sitting in the drivers seat of the car. She pointed it out 

to the rest of us (there were 5 of us total) and we all became immediately confused and began to freak out. We were 

at a stoplight when this occurred. The driver in the next car lane heard us and began to look out of the window as 

well. We all attempted to take videos of it but couldn't get anything solid where you could see them clearly. We also 

have an audio recording of us all describing what we had seen exactly, but we're not sure any of it is good evdidence. 

The strangest part was that they all seem to be connected. At first they were in a straight diagonal line, then they 

began to shift into a different shape. We observed them for maybe about 10-15 minutes. We could still see them in 

the sky, just further away. There were other much bigger lights in the sky as well, but we could clearly tell they were 

planes, where the other ones we had no idea of what they could possibly be. None of us have ever seen anything like 

it. I checked the most recent sightings on here as soon as I could and was shocked to see there were similar 

sightings in our area. It's comforting to know we weren't the only ones who saw it, however we are all still pretty 

spooked. 

 

 

 

MUFON Case # 88660 – Parker, Colorado 

8:49 PM MT 

Duration:20 minutes 

Direction: NE to SW 

ABSTRACT: Bright red flashing lights approximately 15-20 at 8:55pm over Parker, Colorado. My mom and I had just 

got some candy at the store and was driving through downtown looking at this year's' Christmas lights in the park. We 

were headed back to my house (east) and we were looking at lights in a neighborhood. I was seeing a long strand of 



 

 

red lights over everything slanted diagonally in a negative slope. I was thinking "there isn't a mountain or house here." 

I truly thought they were Christmas lights. Then I get my mom to pull over at East Parker Road and Canterberry 

Parkway, Parker, Colorado. I get out and immediately pull up an app I use for astrophotography on my iPhone called 

Nightcap Pro Camera 9.0. I get it on night mode, boost brightness, and start recording while I gather as much 

evidence I could. The lights moved over us (and I mean incredibly close) at a slightly positive slope and then began 

heading SW at a negative slope. The lights were red and blinked. When the red blinked a smaller, dimmer silvery 

flash occurred. They appeared to radiate one after another from the center. I do remember seeing darkish brownish 

trails. I knew that I needed to get the best shot I could for evidence. It was eventually so freakishly odd we had to just 

get home. We were able to see the objects continue out into the horizon where they were so close they looked like an 

irregular star cluster as they disappeared into the horizon. Every time a plane or helicopter flies over me, I can hear it. 

What's so eerie about these lights is that everything occurred without the slightest of sound. Absolute silence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUFON Case # 88666 – Boulder, Colorado 

8:30 PM MT (approximate time, time in CMS was midnight, the default time) 

Duration: 11 minutes 

Direction: E to W 

ABSTRACT: String of slowly moving bright red lights East to West directly over steel yards neighborhood in Boulder 

CO. Deep red over Junction Place. String of silent sequentially blinking red lights moving East to West over Boulder. 

Took video which failed to capture the intense red. But showed the lights blinking in an odd pattern. No sound (other 

than the train passing by). Looked like they may have been connected as they maintained a reasonably rigid pattern. 

 

 

 NUFORC Case – Castle Rock, Colorado 

8:45 PM MT 

Duration: 15 minutes 

Direction:  E to W 

ABSTRACT: In line formation red lights moving slowly over central Colorado. 

Flying from East to West red lights in formation flew over at a fairly low rate of speed. Eqy]ual distance 

was maintained between each light. Approximate altitude was 2500-3500 feet. Continued west. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

MUFON Case # 88667 – Castle Rock, Colorado 

8:50 PM MT 

Duration: 4 minutes 

Direction: NE (to or from unknown) 

ABSTRACT: 10-15 red lights in a straight line at a 45 angle. I was doing a patrol in castle rock and at 2055 I noticed a 

string of red lights (about 10-15) moving North to northeast. They were all in a straight line pulsating an orange light. 

In the middle there was an white light. Almost like a yellowish light strobing in a random pattern. The object was also 

at a very strange angle looking to be at close to a 45 degree. The object seemed to be over 350 feet in length side to 

side but very slim too to bottom only looking to be about 30 feet judging by the light. By judging the direction of the 

objects flight it would have had to come over the back of the property I an working at. The object had made no noise. 

The object was moving very slow it seemed like due to the time it took to disappear over the horizon. 

 

NUFORC Case – Castel Rock, Colorado 

9:00 PM MT 

Duration: 3 minutes 

Direction: unknown 

ABSTRACT: I saw a long string of red lights that looked like a formation flight. But the lights were in a 

straight line and pointed close to a 45 degree angle close to the ground. They seemed to have a 

shimmer and in the middle there was a white strobe light. The size of the object appeared to me to be 

too large to be an aircraft moving at the slow of a speed. The object was moving very slowly and almost 

appeared to hover. What had also stood out to us is that the object made no noise. We originally had 

seen the object moving in a North bound direction, and if it had flown in a straight line would have come 

very close to flying over our property. The object also had a very low altitude. It seemed to flying only 

500-1000 feet above the ground.  

((NUFORC Note: We spoke via telephone with the witness, and he sounded quite serious-minded. We 

suspect that he is a very good witness. He commented that the object(s) seen was (were) totally silent. 

PD)) 

 

NUFORC Case – Colorado Springs, Colorado 

8:55 PM MT 

Duration:15 minutes 

Direction: unknown 



 

 

ABSTRACT: Strong of flashing red lights across the sky 

There was three of us walking in a field. We saw a thing fall from the sky and flash up around 8:45 as if a 

firework but the die was no bang. Moments later at 9 we notices a long string of red lights in the 

horizon. It looked like a chain of helicopters but later appeared to be of one large ship.  

It lasted about 15 minutes then continued out of the horizon. 

 

NUFORC Case – Littleton, Colorado 

9:50 PM MT 

Duration: 10 minutes 

Direction: unknown 

ABSTRACT: String of 56 lights, flashing red and white, appearance similar to a plane, however there 

were 56 and they were all equidistant, and we’re flying a a constant speed. 

((NUFORC Note: Witness elects to remain totally anonymous; provides no contact information. PD)) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUFON Case # 88672 – New Castle, Colorado 

9:13 PM MT 

Duration: 3 minutes 

Direction: N to W 

ABSTRACT: red lights in the sky. I was standing at the back door talking to my daughter on the phone when I saw 

about 7 to 9 bright red fireball looking lights in the sky. At first I thought maybe its military helicopters going to the 

Rifle, Colorado airport but there was no sound & they were flying too close together. A couple of the red light seemed 

to be to the left but, most were in a straight line traveling to the West over the mountains. I woke my husband up to 

come see & he caught sight of them towards the end before they went over the mountain tops & he thought they 

were strange as well. 

 

NUFORC Case – Helper, Utah 



 

 

9:20 PM MT 

Duration:30 minutes 

Direction: E to W 

ABSTRACT: Walked outside around 9:20 p.m. on the night of December 9, 2017. Noticed what seemed 

to be a string of red lights going from east to west in a very slow fashion with no noise at all.  

About five to ten minutes later another set came by going East to West very slowly. All 25 people in my 

company came out to look and we tried taking pictures, but our cameras would shut off.  

My pictures seem to catch what seems to be electrical charges in odd shapes, 

 

MUFON Case # 88740 – Manti, Utah 

9:30 PM 

Duration: 25 minutes 

Direction: E to SW 

ABSTRACT: Unusual formation of lights in the sky south of Manti, UT.  

Many evenings I go for a 2.5 to 3 mile walk for exercise in or near my home town of Manti, Utah. On the evening in 
question, about 9:30 PM, I was walking in a southwesterly direction on the old highway road, about 1/2 mile south 
of the populated part of Manti. I was approaching an old but inhabited farmhouse in the vicinity. The old highway 
road at that position runs in a SW direction to the west of, and roughly parallel with US highway 89. (See attached 
annotated maps.) The old farmhouse that I was approaching is located between US 89 and the old highway. About 
3/4 miles or so to the south of the old farmhouse the old highway joins up with US 89. On the night in question, I 
walked along the old highway road (starting form my home in town) until less than about a quarter mile from where 
it joins up with US 89. At that point, I turned around and returned home by the same route. It was a very dark night, 
with no moon, with the stars very brilliant in a clear sky with no clouds that I could tell. It was also very cold, and I 
had a warm coat on with a hat covering my ears. I could see the constellation Orion very brightly in the east not too 
far above the horizon, and the two stars at the end of the Big Dipper which line up with the north star were just to 
the east of a northerly direction. As I was walking to the southwest away from the town, the lights from the town 
and the nearby Sheriff’s building provided less and less light to see the road. Occasional headlights from passing 
vehicles on nearby US 89 at times lit up the road I was walking on, and also at times were a bit blinding. Walking 
near the old farmhouse was easier to see the road, as there was a bright light on a pole illuminating the area 
immediately to the south of the old farmhouse. When I was at the further parts south from town during my walk, 
with the farmhouse light no longer visible, the road at times was very difficult to see in the darkness, and often I 
had to navigate the center of the road by feeling with my feet the sloping of the surface away from the crown of the 
center part of the paving of the road. The starlight, however, did provide a faint outline of the edges of the road if I 
looked hard. As I was approaching the farmhouse (about 400 yards or so away), at the initial sighting point, I 
noticed some unusual lights up in the sky to my left or towards the east or southeast, and clearly above the closer 
foothills of the high mountains to the east of our valley. It took a moment or two of mental processing to realize 
what I was seeing was not like the usual sights I have seen so often in the night sky. When I first saw them is when 
they were closest, and the long string of these lights initially and impressively filled the sky or my field of vision, 
until the mass of lights grew smaller as they moved towards the southwest. I am very familiar with aircraft, aircraft 
lighting, red rotating beacons, white aircraft flashing strobe lights, etc. 

 I used to fly in the Air Force (I am now a retired officer from the Air Force), and I am presently building a light 
aircraft. While many of the features of these lights that I was then seeing in the sky above to my left were similar to 
some features of aircraft lighting, the overall presentation was very unusual, and not at all like is so typically seen 
in the sky. There were from 25 to 30 points of light, apparently separate from each other, following each other in 
single file, as they moved towards the southwest. I tried to count them, but it was difficult to get an accurate count. 
They were not in a perfect straight line as if they were all attached to some very long, straight pole, as there was 
some vertical alignment variation (but not much) from light to light from an absolutely straight line, but still in a very 
organized single file. What was singular and unusual was that their spacing one after the other was very uniform. 



 

 

In my personal Air Force flying experience, when aircraft fly in formation, one is not just behind another, but 
somewhat to the side of the lead aircraft. These did not appear to be following any such formation, nor was it an 
“echelon” formation, with the aircraft behind slightly below the aircraft in front. The problem with aircraft flying 
directly behind each other, is that the plane behind is subject more to turbulence from the prop, jet engine(s), or 
the wings of an aircraft immediately in front. So aircraft formation flights are not single file. The closeness of one 
“craft” to the one in front in the formation I saw seemed to present a danger of a wash or turbulence from the craft 
in front for normal aircraft. I could see no silhouette of whatever shape these craft might have had—only lights. I 
tried to estimate the height and distance of these objects in the sky. The “crispness” or clarity of the lights for me 
made them far closer than when I see, for example, an airliner above 30,000 feet, which we see every night 
around here. Because of my interest in aviation, I sometimes calculate the height and speed of general aviation 
aircraft I see locally during the day, based on the apparent wingspan of the aircraft against the thickness of my 
thumb at arms length. (I also have a degree in engineering) Based on what I have observed and calculated seeing 
general aviation aircraft locally, these lights seemed to be at a height of from 2,500 to 5,000 feet above the ground 
here, which would make the MSL altitude to be from 8,000 to 11,500 feet. The altitude where I saw these lights is 
very close to 5,500 feet MSL.  

 I could not tell if the path followed by these lights prior to when I first saw them came along and above the closer 
foothills of our eastern mountain range, or if their path brought them over the eastern mountain range of our valley. 
The eastern mountain range to our valley tops out most places around 10,000 to 10,500 feet, and perhaps a tad 
higher in only a few places. Based on this kind of altitude, I would estimate their speed to be between 120 and 180 
mph. They did not apparently vary in speed, and their single file formation was unchanging from when I first saw 
this flight of craft or lights until they disappeared without changing direction at all to the southwest. I could be 
mistaken in my altitude and speed estimates, especially as I had no wingspan to measure against the thickness of 
my thumb at arm’s length, but that is how it seemed, based on the apparent closeness of the lights and their 
clarity, and my previous estimates of light aircraft in the area. Stated another way, these lights seemed to have 
about the same apparent velocity or angular velocity as do the airliners above 30,000 feet, or perhaps a bit more 
apparent velocity, but not much. Clearly they were much closer than airliners at altitude. More on the lights 
themselves. Each of the lights had a red pulsating light feature, virtually the same as what I know many civilian and 
military aircraft have, like a rotating beacon. There were some flashing white lights, basically the same as the white 
flashing strobe lights that aircraft have at night. But not every craft or light had the flashing white or “strobe” lights. 
It seemed that only about one in every five or so craft (evenly spaced in the formation) had the flashing white 
“strobe” lights. But they all had a pulsating red light. This was pretty consistent throughout the entire formation. 
This, while unusual in practice, still seems like a large formation of military or civilian aircraft. However, there were 
two other features that did not seem normal. First of all, there were no position lights at all that I could see—green 
on the right wingtip, red on the left, and white on the tail. Even the airliners above 30,000 feet have position lights 
that I can see on a clear night, and the night of December 9 here was very clear. But these had no position lights 
at all that I could see. Secondly, these craft were totally and utterly silent. I stopped walking two or three times 
when no trucks or automobiles were near, took off my hat, and tried to listen carefully. No noise at all 
No jet noise, no engine noise, no prop or helicopter rotor noise. No noise at all, and with no cars or trucks around, 
it was otherwise very silent. Even the high airliners are audible, though seeing them does precede their jet noise 
by several seconds. But these lights had no noise associated with them at all, and as stated above, they clearly 
were much closer than an airliner. As I continued my walk to the south, and the formation of lights finally 
disappeared in the distance in the southwest, I then noticed a second formation of the exact same lights, with all 
the same features and descriptive elements, following the exact same path the first had taken, until they finally 
disappeared in the distance in the same location. The only difference is when I counted the lights in the second 
formation, I counted between 12 and 14 total, or about half as many as in the first formation. Again, each had a 
pulsating red light, and every five or so had a flashing white “strobe.” The second formation was identical in all 
ways to the first, except in size or number. I finally reached my turn around point in my walk as described above 
after the second formation disappeared. I didn’t see any more of the same lights, but I did see a few other lights 
which were definitely aircraft, virtually all of these others airliners. Typical aircraft lights and appearance were not 
at all like the two formations that I saw that night. The next night I repeated the same identical walk as the previous 
night, but did not see again any of the unusual lights described above, only that which were clearly normal aircraft. 
The night and atmospheric conditions the second night were identical to the previous night when I saw the 
formations. My first impression was that I was seeing a large formation of military helicopters carrying troops on 
some kind of exercise. But then for several reasons above, this didn’t seem to add up in my mind. We do 
occasionally have military helicopters fly over our valley in the day, and they make an awful racket. Even slightly 
higher up as I estimate these lights to be (somewhat above the altitude that I have personally seen military 
helicopters above our valley), I can’t imagine that one wouldn’t hear a military helicopter—especially a large 
formation of them of one to two dozen. It also occurred to me that these lights might have been objects being 
towed by a lead aircraft, but in contemplating the formation, it was far, far too long for this to be the case. I have 



 

 

studied the phenomenon of UFOs considerably for over 25 years, have read dozens of books on them, and have 
even written on the subject. I attended one day of a MUFON convention once in Albuquerque. I have personally 
met and corresponded with Stanton Friedman, and personally met and spoken with Kevin Randle, Don Schmitt, 
Phil Klass, and others. Phil Klass impressed me very much as being very disingenuous in his debunking work. I 
sat next to him during the MUFON convention, and it was a wonderful experience to witness his methods. I 
became utterly convinced after having met him and interacted with him for a little while that he knows exactly what 
he is (or was—God rest his soul) doing. I have followed Steven Greer’s work closely, and I have taken the critical 
course on this whole subject in my mind, that while I’d love to know the truth of it all, above all I want to be rational 
about it, and not jump to unwarranted conclusions, or fall victim to emotion or sensationalism. I have never seen a 
“UFO” in the classical sense myself, though I have spoken with many people who have. I would tend to think that 
what I witnessed the other night has a mundane, though unusual explanation, but I would really like to know what 
these lights might have been. As mentioned above, my first glimpse was quite impressive, as the string of lights 
occupied pretty much my entire field of view. Any help to determine just what I saw the other night would be very 
welcome. Thank you so much. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NUFORC Case – La Verkin, Utah 

10:00 PM MT 

Duration: 4 minutes 

Direction: SE to NW 

 ABSTRACT:Formation. My son was on the way home from cedar city he called me @ 10 pm told me to go 

out and look west. I did, the thing was south of leeds it was huge. 

It was heading north turning west. went behind mountain. He ,his wife, and I all saw it. 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Hurricane, Utah 

10:00 PM MT 

Duration: 2 minutes 

Direction:  E to W 

ABSTRACT: Straight line, string of flashing lights East to West in So. Utah. 

Just after 10:00 PM, I observed a string of 8-10 flashing lights, spaced pretty far apart, which appeared 

to be lights on commercial jets. The altitude appeared similar to spotting an airplane at night, but I did 

not observe any red flashers. 

The lights traveled east to west, across my line of sight, while I was driving south on 700 East in 



 

 

Hurricane, UT. They traveled approximately the same speed as a commercial airliner would travel 

relative to my perspective. 

The lights appeared to be practically uniform in altitude, travel speed, direction, and distance between 

each. This seems uncharacteristic of typical aircraft travel, but I wonder if anyone has any insight as to 

what this could be or why (if commercial or other type jets) they would travel in this ‘straight-line’ 

pattern. 

 

NUFORC Case – St. George, Utah 

10:00 PM MT 

Duration: 4 minutes 

Direction: E to W 

ABSTRACT: St George Utah UFO formation sighting. 

Going from east to west went about 7 flashing lights all aligned at a 45 degree angle in St. George, Utah. 

It was like there was a shift of brightness moving across from side to side of the formation like there was 

bright part moving through them.  

When it was over me, they ranged about half of the sky, and got smaller as it moved out of view. Moving 

relatively slow across the sky. Took about 3 minutes to move out of sight. Woke my dad up to see them 

and we were both in awe because there was no other explanation.  

Got a video but pretty hard to see the lights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUFON Case # 88681 – Las Vegas, Nevada 

10:25 PM PT 

Duration: 11 minutes 

Direction: E to SW 

ABSTRACT: Triangle formation 3 red blink lights lights than 5-7 lights total straight formation. Red blinking ufo,s. 

 

 

NUFORC Case – Rachel, Nevada 

 



 

 

9:00 PM PT 

Duration: 4 minutes 

Direction: unknown 

ABSTRACT: Upward of 50 lights, mostly white with few red. Blinking moving in line, circle and triangle 

patterns. Lasting 4-5 mins. 

Husband and I made a night run to Area 51 as we are fairly new to Nevada and enjoy exploring. As we 

approached the extraterrestrial highway sign we pulled off to take pictures in front of it. We were both 

out of the vehicle made sure we were the only ones around and left the doors open. Radio was off, 

vehicle was running, we both had our backs to tne truck we heard was sounded like a person talking on 

the radio turned, looked at eachother and slowly walked back to the truck and got inside. My husband 

had taken a video looking outwards and can be heard saying how we were the only ones around and 

how creepy it was he has closed the video application and locked his phone, after we heard the noise 

and were back in tbe truck tbis video click on and kept replaying and his phone was being extremly 

difficult to unlock and stop the play back. 

We decided to continue down the road in search of 'the black mailbox' we learned shortly after coming 

to were it wad supposed to be that it was removed, replaced and removed again. We decided to park, 

look out the windows and take in the amount of stars that we could see give. There was basically zero 

lighg polloution, unlike las veags and just watch for shooting/falling stars, after about 10 mins we 

decided to head back home. As we were drivinv i was watching tje road ahead and told my husband to 

be careful of the car a ways down the road, since tbe appeared to be stopping, out of no where about 

15-20 possibly even upwards of 50 blinking red anf white lights were ahead of us. We pulled over, i 

began recording and captured what i could on video, after playing it back several times, i am frustrated 

at the lack of justice the video shows what I saw with my own eyes. The lights looked as if some were in 

a line, circle, and triangle patterns, there was no green light which would have made me dis them a 

drone or aircraft. They were also fairly large in size and traveling extermly close together also causing 

me to believe this was not Conventional aircraft. I am sending a video beware, given our shock and 

excitement, there are expletives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NUFORC Case - Ohkay Owingeh (San Juan), NM 

8:50 PM MT 

Duration: 10 minutes 

Direction: E to W 



 

 

ABSTRACT: Flashing Fleet of Fifteen Flying Objects. 

 

I was traveling south near San Juan Pueblo and noticed a fleet of about 15 flashing objects/aircraft flying 

in a scattered formation headed West toward San Lorenzo/ Los Alamos. They were flying high and fast, 

but with unusual presence and motion. I stopped and to record the aircrafts and have the recording. 

They seemed to be about the size of a large drone. All we're flashing O/I and flying in the same direction. 

I noticed other vehicles pulling over as well. 

 

MUFON Case # 88679- Vancouver, BC, Canada 

6:10 PM PT approximate time 

Duration: 2 minutes 

Direction: N to NW 

ABSTRACT: While driving home from work I saw a string of red blue and white lights they appeared to be very close 

together they seemed lower than the surrounding mountains - same exact description as Denver lights. I was on my 

way home from work.The time was about 6:15 pm.Traffic heading towards Vancouver was heavier than 

normal.Something in the distance up in the sky caught my eye.It was a string of lights that appeared to be very close 

together.They were blue,red,white.They gave the appearance of belonging to one unit.They seemed to close together 

to be separate planes - especially given the fact that these were flying right over Vancouver air space.Vancouver has 

a huge amount of air traffic through this area constantly.The description was exactly the same as given recently for 

the Denver lights - supposed military convoy (over Vancouver airspace in British Columbia Canada?).Due to a curve 

in the road and heavy traffic heading towards Vancouver I did lose sight of the event.I would have pulled over had 

there been a safe place to do so. I could not tell if it was hovering or not.My only feeling upon seeing the object was 

that it seemed to be one object with a string of lights. 

 

 

Appendix 2  
 

Mass Sighting Line of Red & White Lights Likely Not Military 
Craft By William Puckett, MUFON FI 
Special Report 
Description: In the evening hours of December 9, 2017 several witnesses across 
several states saw lines of red and white lights. The list of states in the approximate 
order in which the lights appeared are as follows: Florida; South Carolina; Illinois; 
Missouri; Kansas; Colorado; Utah; Wyoming; Montana; Idaho; Washington; and 
California. Both the National UFO Reporting Center and Mutual UFO Network received 
several reports. UFOs Northwest also received several reports. Click here to view UFOs 
Northwest sightings. 



 

 

The media and U.S. Air Force explained the mass sightings as due to a Joint Forcible 
Entry Exercise (JFEX) in which 37 C-17 Globemaster III and 21 C-130 Hercules airlifters 
took off for Nevada from a dozen bases around the U.S. The simulated mission was to 
get into enemy territory and drop U.S. paratroopers. The drops were made to the 
Nevada Test and Training Range (NTTR). Additional aircraft including F-15 and F-16  

Analysis/Results 
An analysis was conducted of these sightings specifically for the state of Montana. 
Twelve reports were received in Montana from 6 PM to 8:45 PM MDT. The list and 
times of Montana sightings including the noted direction of movement of the lights are 
in table below. 

City Time Sighting 

Flight 

Direction Weather 

Three 

Forks 

8:05 

PM 

30 Blinking 

Red & White 

Lights East Clear 

Dillon 8 PM 

Red & Silver 

Lights Big & 

Round 

East Then 

Northeast Clear 

Dillon 8 PM 

Large Object 

Blinking Red 

Lights East Clear 

Laurel 

8:25 

PM 

20 Red Lights 

Semi Straight 

Line 

South-

Southwest Clear 

Laurel 

8:45 

PM 

Flashing Red 

Lights in Line 

East Then 

South Clear 

Livingston 

8:30 

PM 

12 Flashing 

Red Lights in 

Line East Clear 

Anaconda 

8:30 

PM 

15 Moving Red 

Blinking Lights Northeast Clear 

Helena 

8:23 

PM 

Line 30 

Flashing Red 

Lights Southeast 

Mostly Cloudy 

Visibility 3 MI 

Billings 

6:30 

PM 

Flashing Lights 

No Noise South Clear 



 

 

Billings 

8:18 

PM 

Line of Lights 

Blinking South Clear 

Bozeman 8 PM 

Line 2 dozen 

Blinking Red 

Lights East Clear 

Townsend 6 PM 

10 Flashing 

Red Lights East Clear 

The direction of movements varied, but most had an easterly component. Two reported 
a northeasterly movement and four noted a southerly component. 

An inquiry was made to the 120th Airlift Wing (Montana Air National Guard) in Great 
Falls to see if they participated in the above exercise. The public information officer 
stated that the Guard had no flights on December 9, 2017. The Air Force and media 
reports stated that aircraft were launched from 12 bases around the country. Given that 
Montana did not participate could any of the lights be due to over flights from other 
bases? This is quite unlikely. (See radar results below.) 

When we first learned of the extensive sightings a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request was written to the FAA to obtain radar data for western and central Montana. If 
C-17 and/or C-130 aircraft were airborne over Montana, the radar data would show it. 
Also unknown (UFO) returns could also support the sightings. Unfortunately the FAA 
did not provide the extent of data that we requested. 

Radar Results 
The map below shows aircraft tracks and tracks of unknown objects in Montana for 
December 9, 2017 from 8 PM to 9 PM MST. The red arrows denote known aircraft and 
the gray arrows denote unknown (UFO) returns. 



 

 

 

MAP OF RADAR AIRCRAFT & UNKNOWN RADAR RETURNS – DEC 9, 2017. 

According to the media reports and the Air Force, the air-lift craft delivered 
paratroopers to the (NTTR) in Nevada. The above radar map shows no aircraft flying 
towards Nevada. Only one witness report in Montana noted that the lights were moving 
to the south. The radar map clearly shows commercial aircraft. Most aircraft were flying 
to the west and northwest and one was flying to the east-southeast. A few of these craft 
were losing altitude and likely landed at Montana airports. Most were likely en-route to 
Seattle, Portland or Canada from Midwest and eastern U.S. airports. 

Also none of the aircraft had beacon codes used by military aircraft. The aircraft beacon 
sends a signal to the radar so the operator knows what aircraft it is (e.g. Delta Airlines 
Flight 22). The code is assigned when the pilot files a flight plan. 

Radar also showed a large group of unknown returns moving slowly south-southeast at 
around 35 MPH. These returns were nearest Townsend and Three Forks. These were 
two of the witness locations noted in the above table. The Townsend sighting was 6 PM 



 

 

so it couldn’t have been the radar returns, but the Three Forks sighting was at 8:05 PM 
which was fits the time-frame of the returns. However, the movement of the returns 
does not fit the sighting observation at Three Forks. The above map shows the unknown 
returns (coded in gray). 

Below is a zoomed map of the unknown returns. The map shows each individual radar 
return. The returns represent an erratic slow moving object. The general movement 
vector was to the South-Southeast, but the object moved back and forth several times. 
Also the object would appear on successive radar antenna scans, but then would appear 
at times on every 2nd or 3rd scan. The movement does not fit any of the sighting reports 
in the above table, but is indicative that something unusual was happening. Also the 
radar request that we received only covers a small percentage of the sighting area that 
we originally requested. Perhaps more unknown returns would have been found had the 
radar coverage been more extensive? Helena, MT was  48 miles to the Northwest of 
where the returns started at 8:01 PM MST. Bozeman, MT was 21 miles to the South-
Southwest of when the returns vanished from the radar screen at 8:23 PM MST. 



 

 

 



 

 

MAP OF ERRATIC MOVING UNKNOWN RETURNS. 

Concluding Remarks 
On December 9, 2017 several witnesses in several states saw lines of red and white 
lights. Some witnesses reported blinking and others saw solid lights. Most reports in 
Montana involved blinking or flashing lights. This analysis was focused on Montana 
where 12 sightings were reported. Media outlets and the  U.S. Air Force stated  that the 
sightings were due to an airlift exercise involving transport of paratroopers to the NTTR 
using C-17 and C-130 aircraft. An inquiry to the 120th Airlift Wing in Great Falls 
revealed that no military craft were in the air on Dec 9, 2017. Therefore no bases in 
Montana were involved in the above exercise. 

We believe that it is unlikely that any of the sightings in Montana (and most the 
sightings in the rest of the U.S.) were due to conventional aircraft. Witnesses reported 
lights in a line which are not characteristic of regular aircraft. The lights also were 
moving quite slow. Radar in Montana showed that the aircraft were quite likely 
commercial jetliners going back and forth from Canada and the Pacific Northwest from 
airports in the Midwest and Eastern U.S. Radar did not show any aircraft moving 
towards Nevada. One group of compelling returns shows an unknown object moving 
slowly to the south-southeast. Radar data coverage was not sufficient to do a more 
refined analysis because the FAA did not provide the spatial extent that was requested. 

One wonders if the military exercise was a cover for something else going on?  Also one 
week later (Dec 16, 2017) the New York Times revealed that the Pentagon had funded a 
study on UFO’s. Could this announcement be related to the above sightings? 

Note to Commenters: If you are reporting a sighting, be sure to include the location 
(city, state, country), date and time of your sighting. Be detailed in your description. You may also use 

our UFO report page to report your Montana UFO sighting. Comments will be published if they are in 
"good taste" and not inflammatory. 
This entry was posted in Montana UFO Sightings 2017, Unidentified. Bookmark the permalink. 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 3 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Strange Lights over Denver 

   

 

Photo Analysis 

Of 12/09/17 

Flight of 13 UAV 

 

Samuel A. Falvo 

Director Graphics & Photo Analysis Team 

11/29/2018 



 

 

Abstract 

Analyze submitted video, for comparison purposes to the official statements of the USAF attesting these 

objects were a flight of C-130 Transport aircraft on a training mission flying at 30,000 feet. 

 

Methods & Procedures 

 

The Entire video was reviewed, still frames were captured from the video using Adobe Premiere Pro 

video editing software.  

These frames were imported into adobe Photoshop CC, and used for numerical analysis. 

The video shows a string of blinking lights in the night sky, entering the image from the top right. The 

string of lights continues to the horizon in the left center, and disappears in the haze. The lead UAV first 

appears at the top right in frame-19, and continues until the lead UAV disappears in the horizon haze at 

frame - 7,733. This equates to a traverse time of 4 min. 18.4 sec. Or 4.3 minutes. 

Frame – 19 

 

Note the light appearing at the extreme top right edge of is video frame, this is the lead UAV. Note also 

the small bright object to the lower left, above the dark double windows of the white house in the 

foreground. This is an astronomical object in the night sky, and was recorded for the entire length of this 

video. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Frame – 7,733 

 

Note the string of lights located in left center of this video frame. The lead UAV has just become invisible 

in the atmospheric haze. Note also the astronomical object continues in the sky above the dark double 

windows of the white foreground house. 

There are a few unrelated blinking lights, which appear to be aircraft, moving from right to left in a 

horizontal direction. 

Calibrating the image 

Having noted the presence of the light in the image above the windows of the white foreground house, I 

measured the motion of that body for the duration of the entire video sequence amounting to 4.3 

minutes. 

The body did indeed move towards the right approx. 11 px. In the 4.3 minutes I examined. As the earth 

rotates approx. 360 degrees in 24 hours, that works out as follows: 

                                360 deg.  ÷  24 hr   x  1 hr  ÷  60 min  x  4.3 min  =  1.075 deg 

This means that each pixel in the image can now be given a calibration number, this is a rare event in the 

realm of Ufology! This number is as follows: 



 

 

                                    1.075 deg.  ÷  11 px  =  0.098 degrees per pixel. 

Direct measurement of the body places it 89 pixels above the horizon. Calculating the height above the 

horizon gives the following: 

                          89 px  x  0.098 deg  ÷ 1 px  =  8.7 degrees above the horizon. 

Referring to Astronomical data bases, The astronomical body in this image is most likely the 1
st

 

magnitude star Rigel in the constellation of Orion. It is seen rising in the ESE at approximately 9 deg. 

elevation as seen from Denver near 2100 hrs. 

This independently corroborates the movement of the UAVs entering the frame from the  SE and 

proceeding to the NW as the flight moves toward Nellis AFB in Nevada. 

Solving the Video 

By direct measurement, I next calculated the distance of the lead UAV when it first entered the frame. 

From the lead UAV to the horizon line, measures vertically as 334 pixels. Converting to degrees is as 

follows: 

334 px.  x  0.098  =  32.7 deg. angle with the horizon from the camera point of view. 

Part 1 : 

Using the given information that radar imaged the UAVs at 30,000 ft. using Trig functions, then the 

distance to the lead UAV at this moment works out to: 

            30,000 ft.  ÷  Tan 32.7 deg.  =  46,730 ft.  ÷  5280  =  8.8 mi. from the camera. 

Part 2: 

Once again, I directly measured the lead UAV as it just disappears from the video, which  yielded  91 

pixels from horizon to the UAV. This equates to the following: 

   91 pixels  x  0.098  =  8.98 deg. above the horizon line from the camera point of view. 

Once again, using Trig functions yields the following information: 

30,000 ft.  ÷  Tan 8.98 deg.  =  189,841 FT.  ÷  5,280  =  36 mi. From the camera. 

 

See illustration on next page for measurement points. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Diagram illustrating measurement points and the Star Rigel. 

 

 

Calculating the speed of the UAVs 

The speed of the UAVs can be calculated by using the displacement between the two points measured 

and the elapsed time as follows. 

                                        36 mi.  -  8.8 mi.  =  27.2 miles displaced. 

This is the approximate distance that the UAVs moved away from the camera in 4.3 minutes. Converting 

to miles per hour yields the following: 

                           27.2 mi.  x  60 min.  ÷ 1 hr.  ÷  4.3 min.  =  379.5 MPH 

This is almost exactly the most efficient cruising speed of the C-130 cargo plane. 

 

  



 

 

Conclusion: 

The conclusion of this video analysis is that these UAVs are indeed USAF C-130 cargo aircraft. 

All the data point to this outcome. It was also discovered during my research, that the formation which 

was seen in the sky over Denver was adopted since the Vietnam War, as the most efficient way to 

deliver goods and paratroopers to a very specific point on the ground. It is called  “ In-Tail “ flight. 

 

 

 

 

C-130 Turboprop Cargo Plane 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


