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From AFM 200-3

I think it is extremely interesting and needs to be pointed out, that this point in
history is very much like the one in the late 40's and early 50's. In both
instances it was the pilot reports that created the stir. The conclusion that
UFOs were interplanetary came up fairly quickly, in less than seven months.
The Pentagon wouldn't accept the conclusions and it was suggested that
secret US or foreign research could account for the reports. Nothing remotely
similar to flying saucers EVER showed up in anyone's inventory. Five years
later, in 1952, and prompted by another major sighting wave of good sightings
(including two top secret UFO films) groups within the Air Force and Navy
battled over the evidence and the plan to release what they knew to the
public. This first disclosure attempt was cancelled and put a stigma on the
UFO subject for over 70 years.

Project Blue Book's Director, Captain Edward J. Ruppelt told us in the mid-
fifties:

PentagonReport file:///E:/1nicap/4-Writings/papers/ridge/PentagonReport.htm

1 of 3 6/10/2021, 2:33 PM



In intelligence, if you have something to say about some vital problem
you write a report that is known as an "Estimate of the Situation." A few
days after the DC-3 was buzzed, the people at ATIC decided that the
time had arrived to make an Estimate of the Situation. The situation was
the UFO's; the estimate was that they were interplanetary! It was a
rather thick document with a black cover and it was printed on legal
sized paper. Stamped across the front were the words TOP SECRET.

Here are 11 of those sightings, pretty compelling at the time, but nothing like
what we have seen the last 20 years that are part of the  evidence being
studied, to be used in a report to Congress this month. 

Jan 16, 1947; Northsea (BBU)
RAF pilot of Mosquito pursued unidentified radar target showing efficient
controlled evasive action at 22,000 ft speed equal or greater than Mosquito,
five months before the Kenneth Arnold sighting. Also incidents on Jan. 17, 23,
April and May also. 

April 1947; Richmond, Virginia ((BBU)
Meteorologist saw a silvery disc through a theodolite while tracking a pibal
weather balloon, traveling E to W at less than 15,000 ft.

June 24, 1947; Mt. Rainier, Washington
Pilot Kenneth Arnold sighting. Flying his plane noticed source of the flashes; a
string of nine very bright metallic objects.

June 28, 1947; Lake Mead, Nevada
Pilots of F-51 fighter at 6,000 ft saw a tight formation of 5-6 white circular 3 ft
objects off his right wing.

June 30, 1947; Grand Canyon, Ariz.
Pilot flying P-80 saw two gray, circular objects about 8 or 10 ft diameter,
diving, which appeared to land 25 miles S of the Grand Canyon.

July 7, 8, 1947; Muroc Army Air Field, Calif.
Series of sightings from the secret Air Force Test Center, Muroc AFB. 

July 9, 1947; Bet. Meridian and Boise, Idaho (BBU)
AAF  pilot in an AT-6 saw a black disc, standing out against the clouds, make
a half-roll then a stair-step climb. 10 secs of motion picture film taken.

Aug. 15-20 (approx.), 1947; Rapid City Air Base, South Dakota
Major near flight line saw 12 elliptical objects about the span of a B-29 (140 ft)
with a yellow-white luminous glow in a tight diamond formation.

Jan. 7, 1948; Fort Knox, Ketucky
The Mantell case. Air National Guard pilot killed in crash of F-51 during UFO
pursuit. New evidence.
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July 24, 1948; 20 miles SW of Montgomery, Alabama
The Chiles-Whitted case. A cigar-shaped object with lights like portholes
approached head-on, accelerated, climbed away.

Sept. 23, 1948; Los Alamos {Santa Fe?], New Mexico
Last entry. Los Alamos Scientific Lab personnel saw a sun-reflecting glint in
the sky from a flat circular metallic object high in the N sky. 1.

After many reports of unidentied objects during WWII and the U.S. dropping
two atomic bombs on Japan in 1945, there was a sudden and massive wave
of sightings over the United States in the summer of 1947. The U.S. Air Force
became alarmed and instituted emergency studies of the "flying disks."
Quickly this job was assigned to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base's
intelligence division, and in January 1948 became a formal project, Sign. Sign
investigated the phenomenon for seven months and decided that it was best
explained by the extraterrestrial (spacecraft)  hypothesis (ETH). An Estimate
was produced for the Pentagon giving reasons for this, but high-ranking
officers in the Pentagon would not accept it, and their refusal led to a major
debate on the ETH, which resulted in the ultimate breakup of the Project Sign
team and the destruction of all (with perhaps one exception) copies of the
document. It is inconceivable that reliable witnesses, the pilots, and Project
SIGN who had top scientists studying the reports, were ignored. The experts
were the witnesses and the analyists, not the Pentagon. The Pentagon had to
decide what to do with it.

The point is, what is going on today is similar in many ways and certainly not
knew. The 120+ pilot and navy personnel reports associated with the aircraft
carrier Nimitz in 2004 (and several other naval encounters since that date, one
as recent as 2019) are all on-record. This time is public knowledge. Knowing
that the UAPs are somebody else's craft and NOT Russian and NOT Chinese
and certainly NOT North Korean or Iranian, what does that leave us with?
With all our sophisticated equipment, shouldn't we at least know where these
craft are coming from? And will there be a discloser? What we don't need is
another project or an announcement that most incidents are explainable, that
a few remain unexplained, and that there is no cause for concern.   

In May of 1953 restricted Air Force Manual 200-3 had an illustration (see
above image), "The Air Technical Intelligence Center is responsible for the
prevention of technological surprise."  That's the same theme we are looking
at today.

FRAN RIDGE
Coordinator, NICAP
skyking42@gmx.com
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