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FOREWORD
This article is a summary of a 200-page research report authored by agricultural engineer Mr.

Juan Antonio Fernandez Peris, from Valencia, Spain (1,2). The event here exposed occurred on
November 11, 1978. Just a few hours later, the author was already engaged in interviewing
involved witnesses. During all these years, Mr. Fernandez Peris has been performing an in-depth
study of all the circumstances surrounding the experience, with ups and downs based on availability
of information. Most clues appeared when in 1894 the case file was declassified by the Spanish
Air Force (3). It allowed the author to formulate a falsifiable (i.e. scientific) theory to explain the
various stages of this complex event, the best-known UFQ case in the Spanish UFQ history.

In 1988, author was granted with the Ricardo Caruncho Prize established annually by the
Spanish Anomaly Foundation (www.anomalia.org) to reward the best UFO investigation of the
year. ~ '

The entire research report will be published in book form by the Anomaly Foundation early:in
the year 2000 under the title £/ Expediente Manises (The Manises File). For further details,
write to Apartado 5041, 38080 Santander, Spain, or contact our web site.

V.J. Ballester Olmos, Director of Research, Anomaly Foundation

INTRODUCTION
On November 11, 1978 an incident occurred that had a profound impact on me: a passenger

plane made an emergency landing at Manises airport in Valencia. This event was not due to any
technical failure, but was caused by the pilot's fear of a collision in the air with some strange red
lights. The fact that the landing took place at my home city's airport, the public alarm it caused and
the sighting’s own strangeness prompted me to start an investigation that has lasted on and off
for 20 years.

Given the seriousness and the prestige of the "Ricardo Caruncho” award, provided by the Anomaly
Foundation for the study of the UFO phenomenon, | decided that it was an appropriate way to
provide public knowledge of my investigations about this case.

The conclusion of these investigations come to show that the facts should not be attributed to
presumed extraterrestrial forces, or to any other unknown origin. In reality they were due to a
concatenation of very special circumstances, probably never to be repeated, that induced the
witnesses (most of them being professionals in the aeronautical business) to confuse certain bright
commonplace stimuli-with UFOs.
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In order to place the case in its proper perspective and dimension, and to understand all the
relevant factors that created this confusion, | had to analyse every condition that occurred precisely
on that exact date. On one side, the international political scene, with its military derivations, as well
as the sociological and media environment (most inclined towards the UFQ

phenomenon) that was being lived in Spain, even the unusual meteorological conditions in existence
in the area, not forgetting the singular psychological situation that the chief pilot of the aircraft was
going through at the time.

THE FACTS ,
On November 11, 1973, at 22:47 hours, a Supercaravelle plane of the Spanish TAE company (now
defunct) took off from "Son San Juan" airport in Palma (Majorca) on a charter flight TAE JK-297
from Salzburg (Austria) to Palma to Tenerife (Canary Islands) with 109 passengers aboard. At the
controls of the plane were commander Francisco Javier Lerdo de Tejada, his co-pilot José Raman
Zuazu Nagore and flight mechanic Francisco Javier Rodriguez.

At 23:05 hours the flight mechanic warned the rest of the crew that two powerful red lights were
visible in front and to the left of the plane at a great distance. At this time the Supercaravelle was
flying at a height of 23,000 feet above the Mediterranean sea, southwest of Ibiza island.

In view of this, they demanded information from Air Transit Control in Barcelona and were told that
there existed no other scheduled flight in the area, other than their own. This did nothmg but
increase the nervousness of flight AE JK-297 crew, especially the chief pilot.

In appearance, the strange lights, which were like two powerful red light sources with no apparent
solid body to be sustained in, progressively drew closer to the plane. This approach, plus the lack
of information from the Flight Control at Barcelona, arose a near panic in the pilot of the
Supercaravelle, (he) who fearing a collision decided to abort the flight and make an emergency
landing at Manises airport in Valencia.

After the arrival of flight TAE JK-297 at Manises at 23:45 hours, airport personnel observed
various lights in the sky that shone brighter than any others. It did not take long for them to
assume these were the ones that, shortly before, had interfered with the flight of the
Supercaravelle, and (ones which) had most probably followed it to Valencia. ~

Informed of the facts by the Airport Transit Officer, the military personnel on duty at the adjoining
Manises Air Force Base also participated in the sighting of those bright dots in the night sky.

Due to the amount of concordant testimonies, the Chief of Service of the Air Combat Command
(MACOM) of the Spanish Air Defense, ordered at 00:40 hours of November [2th a Mirage F-1
aircraft be scrambled from Los Llanos Air Force Base in Albacete, aimed to search and identify the
lights that were observed from Manises airport.

The pilot of the Mirage F-1, Captain Fernando Camara, located throughout his mission various far
away lights. No matter how long he flew in their direction he could not reduce its distance to them.
During almost 1.5 hours, the aircraft took different flight directions (first over the Mediterranean
sea, then over the Spanish inland territory) in pursuit of several distant lights in the firmament.
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During this period of time, he eventually suffered serious radio communication interference with the
Flight Control Center as well as sporadic blocking in the aircraft's warning system. Because of this,
and with very low fuel reserve he returned to his base at 02:07 hours.

RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATION

On March 1979, all issues pertaining to UFOs were classified by the Spanish military air authorities.
This prevented anyone to gain access to the official records known to exist about this incident.
Because of this, and only relying on the testimonies of the civil witnesses, | could not advance
significantly in the analysis of this event.

It was not until the declassification of the case file, in September 1994, that | finally was able to
know all the elements and event data (thanks to the detailed official military inquiry) needed to
complete my study, and therefore to arrive at a total and surprising explanation of the multiple
incidents that occurred on that night of November 11-12, 1978.

No doubt, the several episodes that constitute the case have a true nature; nevertheless, it has
to be noted that -even when they are related, as the result of a certain "contagious” state-, in reality
the luminous sources that originated the several chapters of this complex case were various and
independent.

(A) Red lights observed by TAE JK-297 flight

The crew of TAE Supercaravelle most probably misperceived the flash blazes from the combustion
towers at the Escombreras refinery, near Cartagena (located East of Spain by the Meditérranean
sea). These lights surprised and confused the witnesses aboard the plane and were considered
anomalous. These lights started the event.

This explanation arises by analyzing the path of flight TAE JK-297 and the angle of vision subtended
from the airplane’s cockpit in relationship to the lights. This visual line along which the witnesses
saw, and believed to be, strange lights, shows a very good match with the location of the major
petroleum refinery at Escombreras. Logically, what the crew observed from the plane had to have
originated from the refinery.

Faced with this evidence | delved into a study of the zone, consulting all types of bibliography, maps,
panoramic photographs, etc. including aerial photography of the refinery itself and its close
environment. In this way | could obtain precise information of the magnitude and characteristics of
such combustion towers. Lastly, | was left to collate the facts and to carry out several trigonometry
calculations. The results were totally coherent with the explained hypothesis. On the one hand, |
confirmed that the angular separation between the two red lights observed by the witnesses
coincided with the actual distance that existed between those two active groups of large chimneys
on the ground. At the same time the diameter of the flames resulted perfectly compatible with the
power and size given by the crew of the plane in relation to the red UFQ lights.

(B) Multiple lights sighted from Manises

Many of the people involved already had thought, even during the night of the occurrence, that the
lights being sighted were most probably stars. This was confirmed during the following nights, when
once again the same starry lights were observed.
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For example, the Captain on guard at Manises AFB telephoned at 01:45 hours of November 12th
to the Chief of Service in the Air Force Headquarters to state that the majority of bright objects
being sighted "followed the movement of the stars and that now he suspects it was a planet”. In
summary, from the Manises airport various stars were mistaken for unknown bright objects, being
star Sirius with the highest brilliance the one which raised the greatest expectation.

(C) Lights followed by the Mirage F-1

The lights viewed from the military jet aircraft were absolutely unrelated to the lights seen from the
commercial plane two hours before. He was urged from Defense Control Center to try and pursue
the lights that there were being observed from Manises airport.

Captain Camara did not see anything but distant, undefined lights which he could never reach, their
true nature being most probably stellar, like those sighted from Manises airport, with the sole
exception of the first light the pilot saw, this time identified as the lights from another refinery
located in North Algeria. »

CONCLUSIONS

It sounds like a joke that such qualified witnesses (pilots -both civil and military-, flight control staff,
airport personnel, etc.] might be subject to such confusions. To this | can only point out that the
circumstances were very special that night, amounting to an unimaginable stack of chances difficult
to be repeated:

- The pilot of flight TAE JK-237, commander Francisco Javier Lerdo de Tejada, had very serious
personal conflicts that made him, psychologically speaking, very vulnerable. In fact his
anxiety,/panic at the controls of the plane was what forced him to make an emergency landing,
not the intrinsic strangeness/danger of the lights.

- It is true that commander Lerdo de Tejada was left on his own, for he got no support from
Barcelona's Flight Information and Control Center.

- Likewise, the existing meteorological conditions were crucial not to properly identify the lights
as flame flashes from the Escombreras refinery. There existed in the area a strong
temperature inversion that created a superior mirage, distorting the vision of those flames at
the eyes of the crew.

- As far as the airport personnel and the staff on guard at the Air Force Base are concerned,
the great disturbance created by the emergency landing of the Supercaravelle created a state
of excitement that made the confusion understandable. Even more so, if you take into account
the extraordinary existing visibility - very rare for this part of the Mediterranean- which provoked
unusual star scintillation.

- Regarding the pilot of the scrambled aircraft, Captain Camara, he flew disoriented for almost
1.5 hours, in pursuit of some ambiguous luminous stimuli, precisely during a night of
exceptional visibility.

- Besides, the pilot suffered some awkward, unsuspected acts of electronic warfare (strong
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distortions in his radio communication and certain blocking of its electronic defense systems]
that bewildered him. This electronic warfare was provoked by the LHP-2 Ilwo-Jma
helicopter-carrier (US Navy, Bth Fleet) which was located in the nearby Columbretes islands,
in a situation of maximum alert because of the US embassy hostage crisis in Iran.

- All of this must be considered as framed within a sociological state in Spain, specially inclined
to UFO belief. At that time UFO news saturated the mass media and any light whatsoever seen
in the sky was automatically considered as a probable extraterrestrial spaceship.

This unusual combination of rare circumstances produced the most remarkable UFO (IFO) case in
Spain of all times.
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TAE Supercaravelle airplane flight JK-297 after landing at Manises airport (Valencia, Spain),
November 1 1, 1879. (Photo by Penalba, Las Provincias, November 13, 1979).
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The TAE -297 crew. From left to right: commander Francisco Javier Lerdo de Tejada, second
pilot José Ramén Zuazu Nagore, and flight mechanic Francisco Javier Rodriguez. (Photo by A.
Marrero, La Provincia).
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The TAE flight. Continuity line shows the path followed by the airplane since

takeoff, dotted line (stars) shows the expected course and the broken line

(arrows] is the deviated trajectory to land in Manises airport.
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Plot of TAE Supercaravelle altitude versus apparent distance to lights in the time lapse between
takeoff and landing. (Scheme by V.d. Ballester Olmos).
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Blow-up of section of the Escombreras refinery facility showing combustion towers A, B and C.
Chimney A and the chimney set B-C (resolved as one from the distance) were the two light
sources to provoke the misperception from the TAE airplane. (From Spanish Air Force air

photography).

Reconstruction of the various flight courses followed by the Spanish Air
Force interceptor.
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